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Part 1: 

Authors of the Report: 

 
Asylum Research Centre (ARC) Foundation was set up as a charitable incorporated organisation in 
2016 to take forward the work of Asylum Research Centre established in 2010 (formerly Asylum 
Research Consultancy). 
 
ARC Foundation provides country reports to support individual asylum claims for use in 
representations to the UK Home Office, the UK Immigration and Asylum Chambers and to 
international refugee decision making bodies.  
 
In AK, the Tribunal determined that “there may be a useful role in country guidance cases for reports 
by COI (Country of Origin) analysts/consultants” such as ARC (headnote A (iv) and para. 178) and 
considered that ARC consultants have the “relevant skills and experience to undertake this work” 
(para. 178).  
 
ARC has been commissioned to provide published COI reports on over 27 countries (available on our 
website) and for the following Country Guidance (CG) cases: 
 

 AAR & AA (Non-Arab Darfuris - return) Sudan [2019] UKUT 282 (IAC) (7 August 2019) 

 BA (Returns to Baghdad Iraq CG) [2017] UKUT 18 (IAC) (23 January 2017) 

 CM (EM country guidance; disclosure) Zimbabwe CG [2013] UKUT 59 (IAC) (31 January 2013) 

 HM and others (Article 15(c)) Iraq CG [2012] UKUT 00409(IAC) (13 November 2012) 

 AK (Article 15(c)) Afghanistan CG [2012] UKUT 00163(IAC)(18 May 2012) 

 AA (unattended children) Afghanistan CG [2012] UKUT 16 (IAC) (01 February 2012) 

In a former capacity at the Immigration Advisory Service (IAS), ARC's consultants provided COI 

research for: 

 SA (Divorced woman- illegitimate child) Bangladesh CG [2011] UKUT 254 (IAC) (13 July 2011) 

 RN (Returnees) Zimbabwe CG [2008] UKAIT 00083 (19 November 2008) 

 KH (Article 15(c) Qualification Directive) Iraq CG [2008] UKAIT 00023 (25 March 2008) 

 NA (risk categories, Hema) Democratic Republic of Congo CG [2008] UKAIT 00071 (29 

September 2008) 

 

ARC Foundation conducts research in accordance with the standards and principles laid down by the 

European Union Common EU Guidelines for Processing Country of Origin Information, the Austrian 

Red Cross/ACCORD Researching COI Training Manual-2013 Edition, and the International 

Association for Refugee Law Judges Judicial Criteria for Assessing Country of Origin Information.  
 
The CVs of the researchers of this report are available on request. 
 
For more information about ARC Foundation and its work visit https://asylumresearchcentre.org/ 
 

http://www.asylumresearchcentre.org/
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/163.html
https://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2019/282.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2017/18.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2013/00059_ukut_iac_cm_zimbabwe_cg.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2013/00059_ukut_iac_cm_zimbabwe_cg.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/163.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/163.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2012/00016_ukut_iac_2012_aa_afghanistan_cg.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/IAC/2011/00254_ukut_iac_2011_sa_bangladesh_cg.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKIAT/2008/00083.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKIAT/2008/00023.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKIAT/2008/00071.html
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKIAT/2008/00071.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/48493f7f2.html
http://www.coi-training.net/handbook/Researching-Country-of-Origin-Information-2013-edition-ACCORD-COI-Training-manual.pdf
http://ijrl.oxfordjournals.org/content/21/1/149.short
https://asylumresearchcentre.org/
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Background to Report:  

The comments given in this report are supported by COI material that is available in the public 
domain; the excerpts include all details of relevant references and sources cited. The URLs give 
access to the reader to verify the information on which the comments are based. Upon request, 
further information on the background of sources cited in this report can be provided. 
 

List of databases and sources consulted (focusing on sources published since 1 January 
2019) 

 
Databases 

 Ecoi.net 
 
Sources 

 Bitter Winter; 

 China Aid; 

 Christian Solidarity Worldwide; 

 Church Times; 

 Open Doors; 

 Sixth Tone;  

 World Watch Monitor;  

 Radio Free Asia; 
 
 
1. Has the situation for persons practising at unregistered churches worsened since 2013? 
 
 
 

Responses to Research Questions: 

 
1.  Has the situation for persons practising at unregistered churches worsened since 2013? 
 

Brief overview of developments in 2018 (emphasis added) 
  
Bitter Winter explained that “On February 1, 2018 the New Regulation on Religious Affairs enacted 
in 2017 came into force. It was the legal embodiment of President Xi Jinping’s new policy on religion, 
the most restrictive since the Cultural Revolution” (Bitter Winter, 31/12/2019). The U.S. 
Department of State noted that “The government began enforcing revised regulations in February 
that govern the activities of religious groups and their members.  Religious leaders and groups stated 
these regulations increased restrictions on their ability to practice their religions, including a new 
requirement for religious group members to seek approval to travel abroad and a prohibition on 
“accepting domination by external forces” (USDOS, 21/06/2019). The same source noted that “In 
March as part of a restructuring of the central government, the Central Committee of the CCP 
[Chinese Communist Party ] announced the merger of SARA [State Administration of Religious 
Affairs], which was previously under the purview of the State Council, into the CCP’s UFWD [United 
Front Work Department], placing responsibility for religious regulations directly under the party” 
(ibid). The Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade noted that “The RRAs 
devolve substantial powers and responsibility to local authorities to prevent illegal religious 

https://www.ecoi.net/
https://www.chinaaid.org/
https://www.csw.org.uk/home.htm
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
http://www.sixthtone.com/
https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/
https://www.rfa.org/english/
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behaviour, including undue influence from foreign organisations. Local authorities have significant 
discretion in interpreting and implementing the regulations at the provincial level” (DFAT, 
03/10/2019).  
 
The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom reported that “The regulations detail strict 
registration criteria for religious organizations. Although registering allows religious groups to apply 
for status as legal persons, many groups refuse to register because doing so requires submitting to 
the direction of state-sanctioned patriotic religious associations. The regulations ban ‘unauthorized’ 
religious teaching and expand the role of local authorities in controlling religious activities. As a 
consequence, any religious activity conducted online must be reported to local religious affairs 
departments. Religious groups must also report any donations that exceed 100,000 yuan ($15,900). 
The regulations effectively ended the legal gray area that had existed for independent religious 
activity since the early 1980s” (USIRF, April 2019). The same source further noted that “In 
September [2018], the UFWD launched its first nationwide program to monitor the implementation 
of religious policies in provinces and municipalities across the country.  International criticism of 
China increased during the latter half of 2018 as the scale of the government’s crackdown on 
religious freedom and related human rights became more widely publicized” (USCRIF, April 2019).  
 
The U.S Vice President stated on 26 July 2018 that “Religious persecution is growing in both scope 
and scale in the world’s most populous country, the People’s Republic of China…Together with other 
religious minorities, Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians are often under attack” (ibid).  
 
In September 2018 Christian Solidarity Worldwide stated that “There has been a marked 
deterioration in the overall protection of human rights in China from 2013 to the present. The 
realisation of the right to FoRB [Freedom of Religious Belief] for religion and belief communities in 
China remains a mixed picture, and conditions vary according to religion, location, ethnicity, 
attitudes of local officials as well as other factors. However, a tightening of government policy has 
ensured that conditions have worsened significantly for many religious groups not registered with 
the state-sanctioned system, while certain registered religious groups have also had their activities 
and practices restricted. Adherents of Islam and Christianity have been particularly affected” (CSW, 
September 2018). 
 
According to Amnesty International, “since the amended “Regulation on Religious Affairs” came into 
force in 2018, “house churches” reported further crackdowns across the country, particularly in 
Henan, Zhejiang, Guangdong and Heilongjiang provinces. Authorities have removed crosses and 
Christian slogans from church buildings, confiscated or vandalized church properties, ordered 
churches to close and questioned church leaders and members” (AI, 30/12/2019).  
 
Situation in 2019 (emphasis added) 
The U.S. Department of State explains that “Only religious groups belonging to one of the five state-
sanctioned “patriotic religious associations” (Buddhist, Taoist, Muslim, Catholic, and Protestant) are 
permitted to register with the government and officially permitted to hold worship services” (USDOS 
21/06/2019). Furthermore, “Worshipping in a space without pre-approval, either through the formal 
registration process or by seeking an approval for each service, is considered an illegal religious 
activity, which may be criminally or administratively punished” (ibid). The same source also 
described that “Some local governments continued to restrict the growth of unregistered Protestant 
church networks and cross-congregational affiliations.  Some officials reportedly still denied the 
existence of unregistered churches.  Although SARA said family and friends had the right to worship 
together at home – including prayer and Bible study – without registering with the government, 
authorities still regularly harassed and detained small groups that did so” (ibid). 
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The Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade also described that “There has 
been an increase in state control of both registered and unregistered churches in recent years, 
including targeted campaigns to remove hundreds of rooftop crosses from churches, forced 
demolitions of churches, and harassment and imprisonment of Christian pastors and priests [...]. 
Some churches deliberately restrict their numbers to avoid attracting adverse official attention. 
Government officials are more likely to scrutinise churches with foreign affiliations, or those that 
develop large or influential local networks, and house churches are under pressure to ‘sinicise’ their 
religious teachings” (ibid). 
 
The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom reported that “The Chinese government 
also intensified its crackdown on Protestant groups that refused to join the state-run Three-Self 
Patriotic Movement (an estimated half to two-thirds of Protestants worship in unregistered house 
churches). According to religious freedom advocates, more than 5,000 Christians and 1,000 church 
leaders were arrested in 2018 because of their faith or religious practices (most of these arrests 
were shortterm detentions that did not lead to criminal charges). [...] Authorities closed down or 
demolished thousands of churches or religious sites [...]. Even house churches that were not shut 
down faced increased restrictions on their ability to conduct religious activity, and in April, the 
government banned online sales of the Bible” (USIRF, April 2019).  
 
The Congressional-Executive Commission on China’s 2019 annual report [covering the period from 
August 2018 to August 2019] noted that “Observers have described religious persecution in China 
over the last year to be of an intensity not seen since the Cultural Revolution” (CECC, 18/11/2019). 
A May 2019 Church Times article described “warnings that religious freedom in China is at a 40-
year low” (Church Times 03/05/2019).  
 
The Congressional-Executive Commission on China described that “Religious communities outside of 
the five religions that are the main objects of official regulation continued to exist in China, but the 
religious practices of communities that previously received tacit recognition and support were 
subject to repression over the last year” (CECC, 18/11/2019). According to the U.S. Department of 
State “Police arrested and otherwise detained leaders and members of religious groups, often those 
connected with groups not registered, as part of the state-sanctioned ‘patriotic religious 
associations.’ There were reports police used violence and beatings during arrest and detention.  
Reportedly, authorities used vague or insubstantial charges, sometimes in connection with religious 
activity, to convict and sentence leaders and members of religious groups to years in prison” (USDOS 
21/06/2019).  
 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) described in a September 2019 report that “On 1 February 
2018 China’s State Council revisions to the 2005 Regulations on Religious Affairs came into effect. 
These measures strengthen state control over religious activities in China. Previously, there was for 
some time a large number of unregistered churches which were tolerated by the local authorities, 
despite official restrictions. Under Xi Jinping these unregistered churches are under increasing 
pressure. In 2018 and 2019, numerous independent ‘house’ churches reported cases of harassment, 
fines, confiscation of property and forced closure of churches in Beijing, Guangdong, Sichuan, 
Henan, Guizhou and other places” (CSW, 03/09/2019). 
 
An April 2019 European Parliament resolution described that “since President Xi Jinping assumed 
power in March 2013, the human rights situation in China has continued to deteriorate, with the 
government stepping up its hostility towards peaceful dissent, the freedoms of expression and 
religion, and the rule of law” (EP, 18/04/2019). The same source also considered that “freedom of 
religion and conscience has reached a new low point since the start of the economic reforms and 
the opening up of China in the late 1970s”, that “the Christian religious communities have been 
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facing increasing repression in China, with Christians, both in underground and government-
approved churches, being targeted through the harassment and detention of believers, the 
demolition of churches, the confiscation of religious symbols and the crackdown on Christian 
gatherings; whereas Chinese authorities in some provinces do not allow persons under 18 years of 
age to attend religious activities” and noted that it was “deeply concerned about the increasingly 
repressive regime that many religious and ethnic minorities, in particular Uyghurs and Kazakhs, 
Tibetans and Christians face” (EP, 18/04/2019).  
 
In its annual report covering events in 2019, Human Rights Watch assessed that “The Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) in 2019 marked the 70th anniversary of its rule by deepening repression. 
Under President Xi Jinping’s leadership, the one-party Chinese government tightened its grip over 
sectors of society it found threatening, such as the internet, activists, and nongovernmental 
organizations. It strengthened ideological control, particularly in higher education, among religious 
and ethnic minorities, and within the bureaucracy” (HRW, 14/01/2020). The same source further 
documented that “The government classifies many religious groups outside its control as “evil cults,” 
and subjects members to police harassment, torture, arbitrary detention, and imprisonment” (ibid). 
 
In its 2019 annual report on China Amnesty International (AI) noted  that “Beijing continued to 
tighten its grip on Christians and Muslims as China pushed ahead with the “sinicization of religion”, 
which Premier Li Keqiang reiterated at the National People's Congress in March” (AI, 30/01/2020). 
Similarly Human Rights Watch documented that “In a speech in March, Xu Xiaohong, the official who 
oversees state-sanctioned Christian churches, called on churches to purge Western influence and to 
further “Sinicize” the religion” (HRW, 14/01/2020). The Congressional-Executive Commission on 
China noted that “The ‘’sinicization’’ campaign characterizes control over religious groups as 
connected to national security and foreign affairs. The repression of religion is happening alongside 
a general crackdown on popular culture  as the Party responds to the increased complexity of 
society and the growth of new groups in the period of economic reform and opening. Religious 
believers are among the social groups of which Chinese officials are the most wary. This is in part 
because the fast growth and the level of organization within certain religious communities 
represents the potential for competing with the Party and government monopoly on collective 
organization. Party and government officials accuse some of these religious communities of being 
used by foreign forces to ‘‘infiltrate’’ Chinese society, targeting Christian, Muslim, and Tibetan 
Buddhist groups in particular as retaining undue foreign influence” (CECC, 18/11/2019).  
 
The same source described that “During the 2019 reporting year, Chinese officials further escalated 
the repression of Protestant Christian belief. While official repression has historically focused on 
unregistered church communities (commonly referred to as ‘‘house churches’’), believers worshiping 
at state-sanctioned churches have also become targets of state restrictions under President Xi 
Jinping” (CECC, 18/11/2019). Furthermore, “Instances of official persecution recorded by U.S.-based 
organization advocating for religious freedom, ChinaAid Association (ChinaAid), increased from 
1,265 in 2017 to more than 10,000 in 2018. Much of the increased repression targeted house church 
communities. Several major house churches with hundreds to thousands of members were forcibly 
closed” (CECC, 18/11/2019).  
 
Moreover, “Local authorities also banned or shut down activities at numerous other house churches 
across China, with a campaign in Henan province reportedly aiming to close more than two-thirds of 
all churches within the province. Local authorities in different areas also pressured unregistered 
churches to disband with repeated raids and harassment, heavy administrative penalties, 
termination of electricity and water supplies, and compelling landlords to evict churches from 
meeting spaces. Authorities also subjected individual members of house church communities to 
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detention: ChinaAid recorded more than 5,000 detentions in 2018, more than 1,000 of which were 
of church leaders. [...] 
Officials in different localities violated believers’ freedom of religion by eliminating their options to 
join unregistered churches, shutting down state-sanctioned churches, and increasing control over 
remaining churches. In some cases, unregistered house churches were pressured into joining the 
state-sponsored ThreeSelf Patriotic Movement (TSPM)—a national religious organization responsible 
for maintaining political relations between the Protestant community and Party and government 
leadership. In some areas, officials refused to let churches register and demanded instead that 
individual believers join already-established TSPM churches” (CECC, 18/11/2019).  
 
The 2020 World Watch List ranks China at 23 out of 50 countries, with a “very high” level of 
persecution (Open Doors, undated). The same source noted that “In the past two years, China (23) 
has risen sharply on the World Watch List - from 43 in 2018. Increasingly, churches are pressured 
and monitored by the state” (ibid). Furthermore, “Attacks against churches have risen an 
astonishing 500 per cent – 9,488 compared to 1,847 the previous year. These attacks include 
church closures, and the significant increase is largely due to the actions of authorities in China” 
(ibid).  
 
The current Open Doors profile on China records that “the situation for Christians has deteriorated 
all over China. Churches are monitored, and some have been attacked by the security forces or 
closed down. Church leaders are detained. Children under 18 are banned from attending church. 
Religion is banned from the public sphere, and teachers and medical staff have been pressured to 
sign documents saying they have no religious faith. The online sale of Bibles was banned in 2018” 
(Open Doors, undated).  
 
The Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade noted that “Regulations 
prohibiting proselytising are generally enforced across Chinese cities. Public expressions of faith are 
more vulnerable to adverse treatment than private worship (including in small groups)” (DFAT, 
03/10/2019). Similarly the Immigration and Refuge Board of Canada noted that “Sources report that 
religious proselytism is restricted by authorities in China” (IRBC, 27/09/2019). In correspondence 
with the Research Directorate, a professor at the Australian National University who studies Chinese 
politics and the Chinese legal system stated, after consulting with a colleague who has specifically 
studied Christianity in China that “I can say unequivocally that this year in particular, there has 
been a further clamping down on Christians all over the country. The government has just 
announced that they are bringing in new laws to make it illegal to proselytize and to read [any] 
material that is [related to proselytism] in any form, including on the web. … This is the worst it has 
been in decades, since the Cultural Revolution” (ibid).  
 
 
Illustrative incidents in 2019 (emphasis added) 
China Aid’s annual report covering 2019 provided an ‘Overview of government persecution of 
churches and Christians in mainland China in 2019’, documenting,  inter alia,: “Churches demolished 
by force or faced demotion in Shaanxi, Hubei, Inner Mongolia, Jiangxi, Tianjin, Anhui, Hebei, Henan, 
and Jiangsu”; “Forcibly outlawing and shutting down churches, ordering churches to stop meeting, 
searching and ruining church assets, and forcibly repossessing church properties”; “Forced cross 
demolitions in Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Henan, Hubei, Shandong, and Guizhou”; “Church leaders and lay 
believers detained, seized, and sentenced on fabricated criminal churches and some forced into 
‘disappearance’”; “Interrupting church gatherings in various ways: raiding church venues. 
summoning, interviewing, and intimidating church attendees, pressuring landlords, and forcing 
churches to relocate”; “Forcibly taking over churches and converting them to serve other functions”; 
“Persecuting churches to force them to stop gathering on their own”; “Policies encouraging the 
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reporting of so-called illegal religious activities adopted across China, mainly targeting house 
churches”; “Religious logos and symbols purged in Henan and Hebei”; “Publication and sale of 
Christian books monopolized by the government”; “Scope of people banned from churches 
expanded”; “Churches, believers, and general public strictly prohibited from celebrating Christmas”; 
“Art performance used to distort Gospel”; “Beijing’s Christians subject to maintenance stability 
measures prior to the CCP regime’s 70th anniversary”; “Expelling Christians and stripping them of 
their right to a residence”; “Raiding churches and detaining believers”; “Maliciously persecuting, 
harassing, and intimidating believers”; “Harassing believers’ homeschooled children”; “Extracting 
confessions and forcing Christians to tell incriminating lies”; “Sentencing Pastor Wang Yi and Elder Qi 
Defu”  (ibid).  
 
The same source further described that “As an agency that closely monitors the government 
persecution of churches and Christians in mainland China, ChinaAid has gathered information from 
church leaders, church staff, and ordinary Christians from both house churches and state-run 
Three-Self Churches, as well as individuals concerned with religious rights. After reviewing this 
information, ChinaAid has concluded that the persecution that occurred in 2019 exceeds that 
which happened in 2018” (China Aid, 28/02/2020).  
 
The same source noted that “Some common persecution methods are still being used, such as 
fabricating criminal charges to detain, seize, arrest, and sentence church leaders and ordinary, 
forcing believers into disappearance, interfering with church in various ways, including busting 
church venues, summoning, talking to and pressuring landlords to force churches out of their 
venues, expanding the scope of the population banned from church, especially depriving children of 
their right to access the Christian faith, putting harsh restrictions on Christmas celebrations by 
churches, believers, and the general public, restricting lawyers’ involvement in church and Christian- 
related cases, and persecuting justice-seeking Christians in public spheres” (ibid). However it also 
described “Evidence of expanded persecution incudes: restricting Christians’ right to homeschool 
their children, expelling Christians and depriving them of their normal rights to find a residence, 
forcibly taking over church-run orphanages, freezing church leaders’ assets, imposing administrative 
penalties on landlords who rent to churches, persecuting church leaders and their family members, 
and using artwork to distort the Gospel and defame the Christian faith. It is noteworthy that the new 
edition of Chinese language textbooks has deleted “God” and “Bible” from literary classics, reflecting 
the absurd level of the CCP’s hostility towards Christianity” (ibid). Furthermore, “Even small 
gatherings at believers’ homes or small group fellowships formed by scattered believers from 
outlawed churches were constantly harassed and raided by authorities” (ibid). 
 
In August 2019 Bitter Winter reported that it has “learned that police in different provinces tell 
openly believers that the CCP plans to eliminate all independent house churches that are not part of 
the government-controlled Three Self Church within the next two years” (Bitter Winter 06/08/2019).  
 
A Senior Lecturer interviewed by the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canda in September 2019 
stated that "a lot more restriction" has been added to religious activities, both for houses churches 
and state-sanctioned churches, and that "[m]ost house churches are needing to exist more 
clandestinely" and "[i]n the past there was more ability to negotiate relationships with local officials, 
but this is becoming much more restricted" (IRBC, 22/10/2019). The same source further asserted 
that “[i]f a congregation is small, a dozen or less, then they generally fall under the radar or are 
overlooked," but "house churches which are larger (more than a couple dozen members), have a 
larger public profile, or are quite politically vocal are more readily shut down," as "authorities are 
more concerned with larger groups and the possibility that such groups may try to unify in usurping 
the government's power” (IRBC, 22/10/2019). 

 



 

9 
 

At the end of December 2019, Bitter Winter described that “Protestant house churches, regarded as 
a threat to the regime due to large numbers of believers, face total extinction, people threatened 
to give up their faith” (Bitter Winter, 28/12/2019). Bitter Winter further described that “the CCP 
started labeling regular house churches as xie jiao, the term earlier reserved for groups identified as 
banned ‘heterodox teachings’” (Bitter Winter, 28/12/201,9 also see Bitter Winter 28/02/2019). The 
source described a number of incidents including arrests of house church believers, forcing signed 
statements of repentance on release from detention, house church raids and beatings (Bitter 
Winter, 28/12/2019).  
 
Bitter Winter noted that in October 2019, “local government officials accused a house church 
believer of “slandering and rebelling against the state.” He was diagnosed as having “a mental 
disorder” because he had religious stickers on his motorbike, arrested, and sent to a mental hospital. 
On November 1, his family went to the hospital to visit him but were refused. A doctor told them to 
come back in a month” (Bitter Winter, 28/12/2019). Furthermore, “several churchgoers received 
calls from officials, who threatened to withhold the salaries of their children and grandchildren or 
impede their futures if the believers did not give up their belief” (ibid).  
 
Radio Free Asia described that in December 2019, “Authorities across China are warning members of 
Christian churches not to try holding public gatherings to celebrate Christmas [...].Members of 
unofficial Protestant "house churches" in the southern province of Guangdong, the eastern province 
of Shandong and the southwestern provinces of Yunnan, Sichuan and Guizhou have been contacted 
by police and warned off holding any events” (RFA, 12/12/2019). 
 
On 30 December 2019 Pastor Wang Yi of Early Rain Covenant Church, one of the most prominent 
figures in the House Church movements was sentenced to nine years in prison for inciting subversion 
of state power and oerating an illgal business (China Aid, 08/01/2020, Bitter Winter 31/12/2019). 
According to China Aid, “This is the longest prison sentence handed to a house church pastor in 
more than a decade” and that “The sentence signals the Chinese government’s increased 
crackdown on Christianity and its fear of Wang’s influence in the Chinese church” China Aid, 
08/01/2020). Patrick Poon, China researcher at Amnesty International stated that “Today’s verdict 
makes a mockery of China's supposed religious freedoms. Wang Yi was merely practicing his religion 
and peacefully standing up for human rights in China. [...] It speaks volumes that Wang Yi felt he 
needed to prepare a statement in advance refuting the court’s conclusions, together with any 
‘confessions’ he might be forced to make. In China, religious practitioners live under the permanent 
threat of politically motivated prosecution and conviction” (AI 30/12/2019).  
 
China Aid described an incident in December 2019 in Lanxi in which “officials sent more than 300 
government personnel, led by uniformed public security officers, to surround a local house church 
where 30 Christians were gathering” noting that “If any church attendees resisted or took photos, 
the authorities would hit or kick them. Of the 11 injured Christians, some sustained fractures while 
others had their hair pulled out of their heads or were put in headlocks. Finally, church members 
who resisted the authorities were arrested and released after intimidation. All of the church assets 
used for services were also removed” (China Aid, 13/02/2020).  
 
There are also reports that registered Churches have been targeted. China Aid documented the 
forced closure of Donghu Church in Qinghai on Christmas Day and that it received “a formal notice 
requesting immediate closure and will be demolished on January 2, 2020”  (China Aid, 14/01/2020). 
The same source further noted that “The Three-Self Churches are not exempt from the crackdown 
despite having government approval” (China Aid, 14/01/2020). The Congressional-Executive 
Commission on China noted that “In Henan, even TSPM churches were ordered closed by officials, 
with most of the 10,000 churches shut down in Henan in 2018 being state-sponsored. For many of 
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the remaining TSPM churches in Henan and in other areas such as Beijing municipality, government 
officials implemented measures subjecting congregations to increased control, for example, by 
requiring the installation of surveillance equipment inside church buildings. In many areas, local 
authorities required both TSPM and house churches to demonstrate political loyalty to the Chinese 
Communist Party and Chinese government, for example, by requiring changes to church services to 
include singing the national anthem and speeches by government officials, as well as demanding 
that churches hang national flags, portraits of President Xi, and posters listing ‘‘socialist core values,’’ 
while also ordering the removal of Christian symbols such as crosses and signs with Christian 
messages. In parts of Henan province, the prohibition on Christian symbols was extended to the 
homes of believers” (CECC, 18/11/2019). 
 
 
Situation in 2020 thus far (emphasis added) 
 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) described that on 1 February 2020, “new administrative 
regulations came into effect in China, which set out measures on the structure and function of 
religious organisations, as well as supervision and administration by the authorities” (CSW, 
03/02/2020). China Aid explained that “These regulations, consisting of six chapters and 41 articles, 
will require religious leaders and organizations to display complete devotion to the Chinese 
Communist Party” (China Aid, 30/01/2020). Reportedly “Article 5 states that “Religious organizations 
must support the leadership of the Communist Party of China” and “adhere to the direction of 
Sinicization of religions.” The measures reinforce the stipulation that religious organisations must be 
approved by the authorities in order to carry out religious activities” (CSW, 03/02/2020).   
 
CSW argued that “The introduction of these new regulations occurs against a backdrop of 
widespread violations of freedom of religion or belief in China in recent years. Towards the end of 
2019, religious communities, activists and lawyers were targeted with a range of violations, including 
arbitrary detention, harassment and restriction on religious activities” (ibid). China Aid explained 
that “Churches or Christians deemed not in compliance with any of the official’s requests can be 
subjected to a variety of measures, including closure or arrest” (China Aid, 30/01/2020). It further 
considered that “The new rules will extend the Chinese leadership’s leash to carry out acts against 
Christians” (ibid). China Aid President and Founder Dr. Bob Fu stated that “The new rules codify the 
Chinese Communist Party’s ideological and leadership supremacy over all religious affairs in China. 
[...] From now on, the Chinese Communist Party will become the head of the churches, temples, 
mosques, and other religious institutions. They will dominate every sphere of religion, from religious 
doctrines, leadership selection, financial management, and foreign exchanges. There will be little 
autonomy and independence left for any religious organizations in China. No independent religious 
institutions, such as house churches, will be legally allowed or tolerated or allowed to exist unless 
they join the state-run church organizations” (ibid). Reporting on the same regulations Bitter Winter 
noted that “As happened for the regulation of 2017, much will depend on how the new provisions 
will be enforced, starting on February 1, 2020. But clearly the crackdown on religion continues, and 
the legal framework is going from bad to worse” (Bitter Winter, 31/12/2019).  
 
In January 2020 China Aid reported that “The Weifang City Anti-Evil Religious Association Office has 
granted 10 subdistricts and 12 villages within the city the honorary titles of “Role Model Towns/ 
Communities of Science, Care, and Harmony” for their efforts in cracking down on religions” (China 
Aid, 10/01/2020). The same source further noted that “The announcement aligns with the growing 
rates of religious persecution in China since the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs went into 
effect on Feb. 1, 2018” (ibid).  
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Treatment in detention, particularly of perceived house church members 
 

Amnesty International report in its annual report covering 2019 that “The justice system remained 
plagued by unfair trials and torture and other ill-treatment in detention. [...] China legalized arbitrary 
and secret detention, such as “residential surveillance in a designated location” and an extra-judicial 
system of detention (liuzhi).  These procedures allowed for prolonged incommunicado detention 
and increased the risk of torture and other ill-treatment and forced “confessions’” (AI, 30/01/2010). 
Human Rights Watch described in its 2019 annual report that “The government classifies many 
religious groups outside its control as “evil cults,” and subjects members to police harassment, 
torture, arbitrary detention, and imprisonment” (HRW, 14/01/2010).  
 
The Congressional-Executive Commission on China’s 2019 annual report [covering the period from 
August 2018 to August 2019] noted that “Authorities continued to detain individuals under broad 
provisions in the PRC Criminal Law—such as crimes of ‘’endangering state security’, ‘picking quarrels 
and provoking trouble,’ and ‘organizing and using a cult organization to undermine implementation 
of the law’—to suppress rights advocacy and other activities protected under international human 
rights standards” (CECC, 18/11/2019). It also documented the use of ‘black jails’, psychiatric facilities 
administrative detention and ‘residential surveillance’ at a designated location (ibid). Furthermore, 
“Authorities continued to coerce detainees to confess guilt to crimes, in violation of the CPL, and in 
some cases forced detainees to recite apparently scripted remarks in court or on camera while in 
pretrial custody” (CECC, 18/11/2019). Moreover, “Authorities continued to torture and abuse 
detainees,131 violating international standards” and “Authorities continued to deny or fail to 
provide adequate medical care to some detainees, which violates international human rights 
standards and may amount to torture” (ibid).  
 
The U.S. Department of State noted that “There continued to be reports of deaths in custody and 
that the government tortured, physically abused, arrested, detained, sentenced to prison, or 
harassed adherents of both registered and unregistered religious groups for activities related to 
their religious beliefs and practices” (USDOS, 21/06/2019). The same source described in its 
Trafficking In Persons Report on China that “The government subjects Christians and members of 
other religious groups to forced labor as part of detention for the purpose of ideological 
indoctrination; survivors report having been forced to work in brick kilns, food processing centers, 
and factories manufacturing clothing and housewares” (USDOS, 20/06/2019). Freedom House 
reported that “Conditions in places of detention are harsh, with reports of inadequate food, regular 
beatings, and deprivation of medical care. Recent legal amendments encourage judges to exclude 
evidence obtained through torture, but in practice, torture and other forms of coercion are widely 
used to extract confessions or force political and religious dissidents to recant their belief” (Freedom 
House 04/02/2019).  

 
 
Situation of House Churches in Fu Qing city, Fujian province 
 

The U.S. Department of State noted that “Regulations concerning religion also vary by province; 
many provinces updated their regulations during the year following the enforcement of the revised 
regulations in February” (USDOS, 21/06/2019).  
 
An October 2019 Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada report cited several sources on the issue 
of whether there are geographic differences in treatment of Christians who proselytize, “The 
Lecturer stated that "tactics [used by authorities] tend to vary even within a province, so it is difficult 
to be specific" (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018). [...] The ChinaAid representative similarly stated that the 
central government's regulations on religion are sometimes interpreted differently by local officials, 
causing greater "persecution" in some areas than others (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). The ChinaAid 
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representative added that [i]t is worth noting, however, that Christian persecution is present in 
every single region of the country, and the situation is becoming increasingly serious all across the 
nation as authorities implement the new Regulations on Religious Affairs, which leaves no room for 
people to practice faith without submitting to government monitoring and censorship. [...] The 
Lecturer stated that [b]oth Guangdong and Fujian were much more "liberal" in the 2000s and even 
some of the churches not registered with the state operated quite openly. However, I know that in 
the last 2 years or so, unregistered churches have been closed down by the authorities in places such 
as Xiamen [Fujian Province] (Christians probably continue to meet together but will be less open 
than before). (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018) (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b)” (IRBC, 27/09/2018).  
 
An Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade report noted that it “assesses 
that individuals in Fujian have historically practised religion more freely within statesanctioned 
boundaries than in other parts of China, as long as practices do not challenge the interests or 
authority of the Chinese Communist Party. However, DFAT assesses religious control in Fujian has 
incrementally tightened, albeit from a looser base, in line with the rest of the country” (DFAT, 
03/10/2019). The same source further noted that “Religious NGOs claim that, while pressure on 
Christian groups differs from province to province, a trend of increased pressure on Christian groups 
normalised across provinces in 2018” (ibid).  
 
An October 2019 Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada report documented differences in 
opinion over whether there are regional differences in the treatment of house churches “The 
Assistant Professor stated that, according to her field research conducted in several cities of the 
country, the "logic by which local governments treat house churches is very similar across cities … 
[h]ouse churches either cooperate with the state, or they do not. Dissident churches are treated the 
same, regardless of the cities they are in" (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019). However, according to 
the Senior Lecturer, there are regional differences with regards to the treatment of house churches 
(Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2017). The Distinguished Professor similarly stated that there are 
differences in treatment, and [t]he differences seem to be due to the local implementation of the 
regulations. In some places the implementation is light and superficial, and [in] some places it is 
quite heavy. Also, some house church escape notice and others are targeted—seemingly the 
treatment being a matter of friendliness with the local authorities (sometimes having to do with 
bribes)” (IRBC, 22/10/2019).   
 
Bitter Winter reported in August 2019 that “Numerous well-known house churches have been 
closed down across China in the past year: Zion Church and Shouwang Church in Beijing, Early Rain 
Covenant Church in Chengdu, the capital of the southwestern province of Sichuan, and many more. 
House churches in Fujian Province in southeastern China have also been suffering severe 
persecutions. In May, one of the most influential and oldest churches in the province – Xunsiding 
Church in Xiamen city – was closed down after nearly 70 years of existence. The remaining churches 
are under constant danger of being eliminated” (Bitter Winter, 14/08/2019). 
 
China Aid also reported in August 2019 that “Officials in China’s Fujian province continue to 
persecute churches, breaking into the meeting places of Xingguang Church and Xinzao Church in 
Xiamen” (China Aid 25/08/2019). Sources described several incidents in Fujian province (Bitter 
Winter, 19/01/2019; Bitter Winter 24/03/2019; China Aid 28/06/2019; Bitter Winter; 14/08/2019; 
China Aid 25/08/2019).  

 
 
Surveillance, particularly  of religious adherents and house church groups 

 

The Congressional-Executive Commission on China’s 2019 annual report [covering the period from 
August 2018 to August 2019] noted that “Authorities continued to develop technology-based means 
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to help public security officials track persons of interest—based in part on large-scale, sometimes 
involuntary collection of personal data—raising concerns over Chinese citizens’ privacy and the 
potential for public security officials’ capacity to use this technology to crack down on rights 
advocates and other targeted persons” (CECC, 18/11/2019). The same source noted that 
“Authorities’ efforts to collect information became more coordinated and centralized this past year. 
[...] In one example, a plan issued by a local government in Henan province indicated that the 
provincial government was gathering, auditing, and entering information of religious followers into a 
database, according to an online magazine focusing on religious freedom in China. The database—
called the ‘‘Henan Province Religious Affairs Management and Service Platform’’—began operation 
in May 2018, and the data-gathering efforts may be part of the ideological ‘‘rectification measures’’ 
issued by the Henan Provincial Party Committee around September 2018. Some religious 
practitioners expressed concern that databases like this one would facilitate ‘’the Chinese 
Communist government to carry out further monitoring, restriction, or even crack down’;’ on 
religious followers.” (ibid).  
 
The 2020 World Watch List ranks China at 23 out of 50 countries, noting that “The explosion in 
digital technologies has been used to target Christians – particularly in China (23) and India (10) , 
where facial-recognition technology and artificial intelligence have been used to identify and 
discriminate against believers” (Open Doors, undated).  
 
Amnesty International reported in its 2019 annual report that “With the assistance of private 
technology and internet companies, officials mastered the use of facial recognition, real-name 
registration systems and big data to keep people under indiscriminate mass surveillance and 
control” (AI, 30/01/2020). Human Right Watch’s annual report for the same period similarly noted 
that “devoted massive resources to new technologies for social control, adding artificial intelligence, 
biometrics, and big data to its arsenal to monitor and shape the minds and behaviors of 1.4 billion 
people. [...] WeChat, China’s popular messaging platform used by more than a billion Chinese-
speakers at home and abroad, is subject to the usual Chinese censorship applied to all domestic 
social media.  [...]  The government’s use of mass surveillance technologies is on the rise. Police, 
security agencies, and public and private entities targeted their use at vulnerable communities” 
(HRW, 14/01/2020). Similarly the Congressional-Executive Commission on China noted that 
“Tencent’s WeChat—a ubiquitous social media app in China—regularly filters and censors content 
and turns over user information to authorities” (CECC, 18/11/2019). 
 
Similarly Bitter Winter reported in December 2019 that “Invasive high-tech surveillance equipment is 
used to monitor and control China’s residents every step of their way. [...]  High-tech facial 
recognition systems are used in particular against believers, as the CCP escalates its crackdown on all 
religions. A believer from a house church in Hangzhou said that 106 surveillance cameras were 
installed in her community in April, and the regular doorbell at the entrance was replaced with a 
smart lock. [...] Residents in Fujian Province reported that the police had forcibly installed 
surveillance devices in the door locks of some rental properties. According to the workers who 
installed these surveillance devices, through them, authorities can monitor who is entering and 
leaving each rental property. [...] The authorities are using satellite positioning systems, aerial 
drones, and other high-tech tools to conduct surveillance on believers and identify religious meeting 
venues to be closed” (Bitter Winter, 11/12/2019).  
 
A former employee of China Mobile Online Services Company stated that “said that specially 
assigned “censors” – he was one of them – are monitoring the company users’ phone calls and 
messages in the name of dealing with “harmful” information. The surveillance covers all China 
Mobile users in the 31 provincial-level administrative units, excluding Hong Kong, Macau, and 
Taiwan. The system is programmed to automatically detect anything concerning politics and 
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religious beliefs, including remarks critical of the CCP and unfavorable to the state leaders. [...] Mr. Li 
revealed that religion-related words and phrases, like “Almighty God” and “Falun Gong,” have been 
identified as “’sensitive.’” (Bitter Winter, 02/12/2019). The same source further noted that “If any 
sensitive words were detected during phone calls, in MMS, SMS, or messages on social networking 
sites like WeChat, the system would automatically intercept the information and users’ services 
would be deactivated instantly, disabling these people to make phone calls or send messages [...]. If 
users want to reactivate the service, they have to go to a China Mobile service center with their ID 
card and write a statement promising never to share any sensitive information again” (ibid).  
 
 
Declaration 
 
ARC Foundation is aware that in providing this report, our overriding duty is to the Court. The 
country information provided in this report is available in the public domain, is current and thus 
verifiable by the Court and any parties to the proceedings. We believe that we have dealt fully with 
the issues that have been drawn to our attention with regards to the questions raised in your 
instructions. On the basis of the analysis provided above, we have drawn out the salient issues that 
illustrate the country conditions in China in relation to people such as the appellant [unknown to us]. 
We have not knowingly omitted any fact that could materially alter our analysis given above. Our fee 
is not dependent on the outcome of this appeal. We will be happy to assist the Court, if further 
clarification with regard to this report is required.   
 
This report is prepared in connection with the asylum appeal of the appellant and is not to be filed 
or cited as evidence in connection with any other case without the express written permission of 
ARC Foundation. 
 
Signed: Liz Williams, ARC Foundation 
 
Date: 5 March 2020 
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1. Has the situation for persons practising at unregistered churches worsened since 2013? 

 

Open Doors, China profile, undated [accessed 5 March 2020] 
 
What’s life like for Christians in China? 
Pastor Jin, who now leads an unregistered church, was arrested and placed in solitary confinement for ten 
days after the police burst into a church meeting. Up until that point, his church had enjoyed relative freedom 
and mostly went untroubled by the increasing restrictions placed on Christians by the Chinese government. 
 
Those ten days in isolation caused Jin to not only recognise the severity of the situation, but also made him 
confront his own doubts about his faith. He says, “By the end of my time in detention I had whittled the battle 
in my mind down to one crucial question: If I am called of God, am I really willing to sacrifice everything for the 
sake of the gospel? For the Lord Jesus?” 
 
As Pastor Jin discovered, the situation for Christians has deteriorated all over China. Churches are monitored, 
and some have been attacked by the security forces or closed down. Church leaders are detained. Children 
under 18 are banned from attending church. Religion is banned from the public sphere, and teachers and 
medical staff have been pressured to sign documents saying they have no religious faith. The online sale of 
Bibles was banned in 2018. [...]  
 
Is it getting harder to be a Christian in China? 
Yes. The situation in China continues to worsen as more and more churches in China are experiencing pressure 
at the hands of the Chinese state. Last year, over 5,500 churches were destroyed, closed down or confiscated. 
China has risen 20 places on the World Watch List in just two years. 
 

Open Doors, World Watch List 2020: Trends, undated [accessed 5 March 2020] 
 
China (23) 
In the past two years, China (23) has risen sharply on the World Watch List - from 43 in 2018. Increasingly, 
churches are pressured and monitored by the state. [...] 
More churches are being attacked 
Attacks against churches have risen an astonishing 500 per cent – 9,488 compared to 1,847 the previous year. 
These attacks include church closures, and the significant increase is largely due to the actions of authorities in 
China (23). [...] 
Persecution is going digital 
Persecution keeps apace of modern developments, and governments are increasingly using surveillance. The 
explosion in digital technologies has been used to target Christians – particularly in China (23) and India (10) , 
where facial-recognition technology and artificial intelligence have been used to identify and discriminate 
against believers. 

 
China Aid, House church closed by 300 officials, 11 Christians injured, 13 February 2020 
On December 1, 2019, hundreds of government and public security personnel were dispatched to close a 
house church in Lanxi and disperse the 30 Christians who were gathering. During the incident, 11 church 
members were seriously injured and the church assets confiscated. 
 
On the morning of the incident, Lanxi officials sent more than 300 government personnel, led by uniformed 
public security officers, to surround a local house church where 30 Christians were gathering. Law 
enforcement officers forced their way into the private house to clear the scene. 
 
If any church attendees resisted or took photos, the authorities would hit or kick them. Of the 11 injured 
Christians, some sustained fractures while others had their hair pulled out of their heads or were put in 
headlocks. Finally, church members who resisted the authorities were arrested and released after 
intimidation. All of the church assets used for services were also removed. 
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According to local Christians, government officials did not produce any law enforcement documents and 
switched off their law enforcement recorders. Instead, they only made the announcement, claiming at the 
scene that the Christians had violated the new religious regulations and that they were banning the relevant 
meeting places. 
 
This was a rare incident in which the police used heavy violence in order to close a house church. However, 
Zhejiang Province, which also launched China's cross cleansing campaign five years ago, has been at the 
forefront of the country in the crackdown on underground house churches. 
 
In October 2018, city officials of the United Front Department declared to the leaders of a banned house 
church that Lanxi was the early pilot area for the rectification of house churches in Zhejiang Province. To 
correct the house churches, they "must be registered or banned." Once the trial is complete, the model will be 
promoted in the whole province. 
 
This is all in accordance with China’s religious law, The New Regulations on Religious Affairs, which came into 
effect in 2018. According to the new law, "without the examination and approval of the Religious Affairs 
Department of the People's Government, or without registration with the Civil Affairs Department of the 
People's Government, no activities may be carried out in the name of religious organizations." 

 
 

 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, New administrative rules on religion come into force amid ongoing 
restrictions, 3 February 2020 
On 1 February new administrative regulations came into effect in China, which set out measures on the 
structure and function of religious organisations, as well as supervision and administration by the authorities. 
 
According to a translation by Bitter Winter, Article 5 states that “Religious organizations must support the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China” and “adhere to the direction of Sinicization of religions.” The 
measures reinforce the stipulation that religious organisations must be approved by the authorities in order to 
carry out religious activities.  
 
The regulations state that religious organisations are required to report for review and approval by the 
authorities on a wide range of activities and affairs, including personnel changes within the organisation, 
important meetings, activities, trainings and international communications, overseas donations over 100,000 
yuan, large financial expenditures, and major construction projects. Organisations are also required to ensure 
their staff learn about “the major decisions of the Communist Party of China, national policies and regulations, 
the glorious traditional Chinese culture, and knowledge about religion” (Article 32). 
 
The introduction of these new regulations occurs against a backdrop of widespread violations of freedom of 
religion or belief in China in recent years. Towards the end of 2019, religious communities, activists and 
lawyers were targeted with a range of violations, including arbitrary detention, harassment and restriction on 
religious activities. China has also come under international scrutiny over a growing body of evidence of mass 
arbitrary detentions in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, where it is estimated that between one and three 
million predominantly Muslim Uyghurs and members of other ethnic minorities have been detained without 
charge in ‘political re-education’ camps. 
 
The widely-reported coronavirus outbreak is another obstacle to Christians meeting together. Public events 
have been cancelled across the country. In many areas, church services have also been cancelled, and much of 
the country is under travel restrictions. Christians have been encouraging one another to pray for all those 
affected, and for peace in the time to come. 
 
CSW’s Chief Executive Mervyn Thomas said: “These new administrative regulations come at a time when 
members of religious groups across China have faced mounting violations of their right to freedom of religion 
or belief in recent years, including arbitrary detention, forced closure of churches, harassment and 
intimidation of religious adherents, and even torture. We call on China to ensure that the right to freedom of 
religion or belief, as articulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is fully respected, and we urge 
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the international community to take every opportunity to raise these and other human rights concerns with 
China in bilateral and multilateral engagements.” 

 
China Aid, China to roll out new religious regulations, 30 January 2020 
The Chinese government will roll out new regulations on religion Saturday. 
 
These regulations, consisting of six chapters and 41 articles, will require religious leaders and organizations to 
display complete devotion to the Chinese Communist Party. Article 5 reads, “Religious organizations must 
spread the principles and policies of the Chinese Communist Party, as well as national laws, regulations, rules 
to religious personnel and religious citizens, educating religious personnel and religious citizens to support the 
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, supporting the socialist system, adhering to and following the 
path of socialism with Chinese characteristics….” 
 
Chinese President Xi Jinping introduced the idea of inserting so-called “Chinese characteristics” into religion. 
For decades, China’s government has controlled religious groups through its system of monitored, official 
religious organizations. 
 
However, Xi’s approach became a significant turning point. Authorities launched a five-year plan for reworking 
religion so that the Communist Party sits at its dictatorial head. Under this, officials throughout China have 
asked churches to fly the national flag while destroying religious imagery, such as crosses, or church buildings. 
In churches run by the state, Christians are commanded to sing patriotic songs and listen to pro-Communist 
Party sermons. 
 
Churches or Christians deemed not in compliance with any of the official’s requests can be subjected to a 
variety of measures, including closure or arrest. 
 
The new rules will extend the Chinese leadership’s leash to carry out acts against Christians. Article 5 of the 
new regulations states, “religious organizations must adhere to the leadership of the Chinese Communist 
Party, observe the constitution, laws, regulations, ordinances and policies, adhere to the principle of 
independence and self-government, adhere to the directives on religions in China, implementing the values of 
socialism.…” 
 
Any religious person or institution deemed in violation of any of these aspects will face legal consequences. 
Often, China will use religious practices typical to the faith, including collecting offerings, to charge someone 
with a crime. Since the Chinese Constitution guarantees religious freedom for all in Article 36, they are 
violating the very law by which they encourage Christians to abide. 
 
“The new rules codify the Chinese Communist Party’s ideological and leadership supremacy over all religious 
affairs in China,” said ChinaAid President and Founder Dr. Bob Fu. “From now on, the Chinese Communist 
Party will become the head of the churches, temples, mosques, and other religious institutions. They will 
dominate every sphere of religion, from religious doctrines, leadership selection, financial management, and 
foreign exchanges. There will be little autonomy and independence left for any religious organizations in 
China. No independent religious institutions, such as house churches, will be legally allowed or tolerated or 
allowed to exist unless they join the state-run church organizations.” 
 

China Aid, Three-Self Church is shut down again, 14 January 2020 
Just after noon on Christmas Day, the power to Donghu Church was cut off during the service. All members of 
the delegation had to leave in the darkness. 
 
According to church representatives, Ms. Anna and Ms. Wang Ruiqin, the fire department found an excuse to 
seal the church door in early December. 
 
Nevertheless, on Dec. 15 and Dec. 22, more than two hundred followers in the Donghu Church have been 
worshiping by entering through the window of the building. 
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Donghu Church has now received a formal notice requesting immediate closure and will be demolished on 
January 2, 2020. 
 
The church was approved by authorities in 2003 and has since become a Three-Self Church by meeting the 
official requirements. It is the oldest and largest church in the Western District with more than 300 members. 
 
This is not the first time that the Xining municipal government has tried to close the Donghu Church. In Dec. 
2017, the fire department had closed the church using the excuse of a "hidden danger.” The authorities later 
suspended the order. 
 
After this event, the church purchased a new building in the Haihu New District of the Western District in full in 
early 2018. 
 
However, in April 2018, when the church applied for relocation, it was denied by the Xining Religious Bureau 
citing the address was inappropriate. The Bureau rejected and obstructed the renovation. So far, the church 
has been vacant for more than two years, incurring high property costs with each year. 
 
Since the Xining Municipal Government did not approve the church's new building, the authorities insisted on 
selling and repurchasing it. 
 
Forced to relocate again, the members began to meet at the Donghu Hotel. It is not authorized to meet in a 
hotel because the meeting will be considered illegal by authorities. Thus, paving the way for the ban. 
 
The experience of the Donghu Church is a testament to the Chinese government shamelessly exhausting all 
efforts to shut down churches and persecute Christians. The Three-Self Churches are not exempt from the 
crackdown despite having government approval. 

 
China Aid, Weifang honors areas for cracking down on religion, 10 January 2020 
 
The Weifang City Anti-Evil Religious Association Office has granted 10 subdistricts and 12 villages within the 
city the honorary titles of “Role Model Towns/ Communities of Science, Care, and Harmony” for their efforts in 
cracking down on religions. 
 
In a notice obtained by ChinaAid, the Weifang municipal government applauds the work of the subdistricts and 
villages in preventing and resisting evil religions. It encourages the areas to continue “the fight against evil 
religious organizations, and make a critical contribution to building a modern, high-quality, ecological, open, 
vibrant, and delicate city.” 
 
The Weifang government equates the persecution of religions as a means to promoting justice and eliminating 
evil. It alleges that these areas serve as role models for the entire city on how to restrict religions. 
 
The announcement aligns with the growing rates of religious persecution in China since the revised 
Regulations on Religious Affairs went into effect on Feb. 1, 2018. The Chinese Communist Party has been 
targeting people of conscience under the process of “Sinicizing” religion, or forcing faiths to align with the 
ideals of the Communist Party. Since the Chinese government wrongly believes religions are an attempt by 
foreign powers to infiltrate China, they often restrict religious practice and expression. 
 

 
Amnesty International: Human Right in Asia-Pacific; Review of 2019 - China, 30 January 2020 
 
Beijing continued to tighten its grip on Christians and Muslims as China pushed ahead with the “sinicization of 
religion”, which Premier Li Keqiang reiterated at the National People's Congress in March. Many Buddhist and 
Taoist temples and statues, along with mosques and churches, were damaged or destroyed on the direction of 
the government. The authorities jailed religious leaders who were not recognized by the party for 
“endangering state security”. On 30 December 2019, pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church was 
sentenced to nine years for “illegal business operation” and “inciting subversion of state power”. 
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Human Rights Watch: World Report 2020 - China, 14 January 2020 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 2019 marked the 70th anniversary of its rule by deepening repression. 
Under President Xi Jinping’s leadership, the one-party Chinese government tightened its grip over sectors of 
society it found threatening, such as the internet, activists, and nongovernmental organizations. It 
strengthened ideological control, particularly in higher education, among religious and ethnic minorities, and 
within the bureaucracy. [...]  
Freedom of Religion 
The government restricts religious practice to five officially recognized religions in officially approved premises. 
Authorities retain control over religious bodies’ personnel appointments, publications, finances, and seminary 
applications. The government classifies many religious groups outside its control as “evil cults,” and subjects 
members to police harassment, torture, arbitrary detention, and imprisonment. 
 
In December 2018, police detained the pastor and scores of members of Early Rain Covenant Church, an 
independent Protestant church in the southwestern city of Chengdu. Most were released days or months later. 
Pastor Wang Yi, a prominent member of China’s Christian community and a former legal scholar, remains in 
police custody and has been charged with “inciting subversion.” 
 
In a speech in March, Xu Xiaohong, the official who oversees state-sanctioned Christian churches, called on 
churches to purge Western influence and to further “Sinicize” the religion. In September, a state-sanctioned 
church in Henan province was ordered to replace the Ten Commandments with quotes by President Xi. 
 
In its continuing campaign to crack down on Islamic traditions, authorities in Gansu, Ningxia, and other Hui 
Muslim areas demolished domes on mosques and banned the public use of Arabic script.    
 
A CCP notice banning retired Tibetan government employees from performing kora, the practice of 
circumambulating a sacred site, appears to have been issued in early August 2019. 
 

China Aid, World: Pastor Wang Yi and persecution, 8 January 2020 
After a closed-door trial the day after Christmas, a court in Chengdu, China, on Monday sentenced 
prominent house church Pastor Wang Yi of Early Rain Covenant Church to nine years in prison. His 
crimes: inciting subversion of state power and operating an illegal business. The sentence comes 
more than a year after Chinese authorities cracked down on Early Rain Church on Dec. 9, 2018, 
breaking down the doors of church members’ and leaders’ homes and arresting more than 100 
people. 
 
This is the longest prison sentence handed to a house church pastor in more than a decade, 
according to Bob Fu of ChinaAid. The sentence signals the Chinese government’s increased 
crackdown on Christianity and its fear of Wang’s influence in the Chinese church. Authorities also 
stripped Wang of his political rights for three years and seized $7,200 worth of assets. 
 
“This is a pure case of unjust religious persecution against a peaceful preacher of a Chinese 
Reformed church,” Fu said. “This grave sentence demonstrates [President Xi Jinping’s] regime is 
determined to be enemy to the universal values and religious freedom.” 
 
Bitter Winter, China’s New Measures for Religious Groups 2019: From Bad to Worse, 31 December 
2019 
On February 1, 2018 the New Regulation on Religious Affairs enacted in 2017 came into force. It was the legal 
embodiment of President Xi Jinping’s new policy on religion, the most restrictive since the Cultural Revolution. 
[...] 
Most scholars agreed that the aim of the 2017 Regulation was to gradually eliminate the Gray Market of the 
religious organizations not explicitly banned as xie jiao but resisting incorporation into the Red Market of the 
authorized and government-controlled Five Authorized Religions. The largest segment of the Gray Market 
consists of Protestant House Churches. The Regulation that came into force in 2018 aimed at compelling them 
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to join the pro-government Three-Self Church, thus entering the Red Market, threatening if they refused to 
destroy their places of worship and arrest their pastors. 
 
On December 30, 2019, the decision sentencing Pastor Wang Yi of Chengdu’s Early Rain Covenant Church, one 
of the most well-known figures in the House Church movements, to nine years in jail was announced. Perhaps 
not coincidentally, the same day, December 30, the CCP announced that new “Administrative Measures for 
Religious Groups” have been approved and will come into force on February 1, 2020. Two years after the 2017 
Regulation on Religious Affairs, the religious policy of Xi Jinping will have a new legal tool at its disposal. 
 
The Measures consist of six chapters and 41 articles, and were hailed by the CCP propaganda as a new 
comprehensive edict on all matters concerning the “organization, functions, supervision and management of 
religious groups.” Critical voice such as AsiaNews regard it as a final blow to religious liberty. 
 
The provisions of the 2017 Regulation are reinforced through a mechanism that compels religious 
communities to submit all relevant decisions for their operations, including minor ones, to the approval of CCP 
bureaucrats. The local religious affair departments should serve as the “administrative bodies” for all religious 
organizations and systematically control them through “guidance and supervision.” [...] 
As happened for the regulation of 2017, much will depend on how the new provisions will be enforced, 
starting on February 1, 2020. But clearly the crackdown on religion continues, and the legal framework is going 
from bad to worse. 
 

 
Amnesty International: China: "Appalling" jail sentence for outspoken pastor makes mockery of 
religious freedoms, 30 December 2019 
 
Following the sentencing after conviction of pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, 
China, Patrick Poon, China researcher at Amnesty International said: 
 
It speaks volumes that Wang Yi felt he needed to prepare a statement in advance refuting the court’s 
conclusions, together with any ‘confessions’ he might be forced to make.  
Patrick Poon 
“Today’s verdict makes a mockery of China's supposed religious freedoms. Wang Yi was merely practicing his 
religion and peacefully standing up for human rights in China. 
 
“This nine-year sentence is appalling and unjust. Wang Yi is a prisoner of conscience and must be immediately 
and unconditionally released. 
 
“It speaks volumes that Wang Yi felt he needed to prepare a statement in advance refuting the court’s 
conclusions, together with any ‘confessions’ he might be forced to make. In China, religious practitioners live 
under the permanent threat of politically motivated prosecution and conviction.” [...] 
 
On the morning of 30 December 2019, pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church was sentenced to 
nine years at the Chengdu City Intermediate People’s Court He had been charged with “illegal business 
operation” and “inciting subversion of state power,” a catch-all charge often used against dissidents and 
activists who speak out against the government. 
 
In early December 2018, police in Chengdu raided the premises of the Early Rain Covenant Church. About 100 
members of the church, including Wang Yi, were taken away and questioned by the police in the following 
days. Some of them said they were asked to sign a document guaranteeing that they would not take part in 
the meetings of the church again. 
 
Three days after the raid, on 12 December 2018, the church issued a written statement that pastor Wang Yi 
had prepared several months in advance, in which he expressed determination to defend religious freedom. 
 
Wang wrote: “Regardless of what crime the government charges me with, whatever filth they fling at me, as 
long as this charge is related to my faith, my writings, my comments and my teachings, it is merely a lie and 



 

22 
 

temptation of demons. I categorically deny it. I will serve my sentence, but I will not serve the law. I will be 
executed, but I will not plead guilty.” 
 
Founded in 2005, the Early Rain Covenant Church is one of the largest and most prominent “house churches” 
in China. The leaders and members of the church did not want to register with the Religious Affairs Bureau or 
the “Three-Self Patriotic Association”, as Protestant churches are required to do in order to be recognized by 
the government. These churches are commonly referred to as “house churches” because they usually gather 
to worship in members’ homes. Local officials can bring criminal and administrative sanctions against 
practitioners who carry out activities outside of state-approved “patriotic religious associations”. 
 
Many Catholics, Protestants, Tibetan Buddhists, Uyghur Muslims and Falun Gong practitioners have been 
harassed or even imprisoned in the struggle to freely practice their religion or beliefs, but recent regulations 
and amendments have tightened the Chinese government’s grip on religious practice. 
 
For example, since the amended “Regulation on Religious Affairs” came into force in 2018, “house churches” 
reported further crackdowns across the country, particularly in Henan, Zhejiang, Guangdong and Heilongjiang 
provinces. Authorities have removed crosses and Christian slogans from church buildings, confiscated or 
vandalized church properties, ordered churches to close and questioned church leaders and members. 

 
Bitter Winter, Attacks on House Churches Intensify Across China, 28 December 2019 
Protestant house churches, regarded as a threat to the regime due to large numbers of believers, face total 
extinction, people threatened to give up their faith. 
by Tang Zhe 
 
Police: Evangelism harms people 
“Evangelism in public places disturbs social order, harms the people, and breaks the law,” an officer, holding a 
copy of the new Regulations on Religious Affairs in hand, was berating two house church believers on October 
12. The two believers in Nanchang, the capital of the southeastern province of Jiangxi, were arrested for 
distributing gospel leaflets in a local market that day and were brought to a police station. 
 
Later in the month, local government officials accused a house church believer of “slandering and rebelling 
against the state.” He was diagnosed as having “a mental disorder” because he had religious stickers on his 
motorbike, arrested, and sent to a mental hospital. On November 1, his family went to the hospital to visit him 
but were refused. A doctor told them to come back in a month. 
 
On September 29, five house church believers from Nanyang city in the central province of Henan were 
arrested and interrogated after they were reported for evangelizing. The next day, police officers escorted 
them to a detention center. Three of them were detained for 13 days, and two for 10, and each was fined 500 
RMB (about $ 70). When released, they were all forced to sign a statement of repentance, which reads: “You 
are not allowed to hold religious belief after returning home; otherwise, you will be given a prison sentence.”  
 
100+ police officers raid Seventh-day Adventist church 
To intensify their persecution efforts, the CCP started labeling regular house churches as xie jiao, the term 
earlier reserved for groups identified as banned “heterodox teachings.” 
 
A Seventh-day Adventist house church in Neijiang city in the southwestern province of Sichuan was raided on 
October 19. More than 200 people, including government officials and police officers, came to the church, 
claiming that it was a xie jiao. Officers took photos of each believer present, ordered to cut off electricity 
supply to the building, and took some valuables from the church. 
 
Four police officers dragged two church co-workers out of the residential building where the meeting venue is 
located, pushed them on the ground and beat them. The two believers, along with the church’s pastor and 
preacher, were escorted to a detention house for interrogation. They were released later the same day. 
 
A week later, the church was raided again. This time, more than 100 officials and police officers blocked the 
entrance to the venue, forbidding anyone from entering. The officials confiscated the tables, chairs, audio 
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equipment, and other church property, throwing Bibles into a trash can outside. The officials also ordered to 
weld the entrance to the venue and install a surveillance camera above it. 
 
According to a congregation member, several churchgoers received calls from officials, who threatened to 
withhold the salaries of their children and grandchildren or impede their futures if the believers did not give up 
their belief. 
 
Donation money looted, Bibles confiscated 
On December 1, local officials, accompanied by the police, harassed a house church in Jiangxi’s Nanchang on 
the ground that it “was holding illegal meetings and disturbing public order.” They destroyed the church’s 
blackboard, seized Bibles and hymnbooks, and confiscated more than 800 RMB (about $ 115) of donation 
money. 
 
“The government inverts justice and makes trouble out of nothing. It just wants to eradicate the church,” the 
man in charge of the church said with anger. 

 
 
CECC – Congressional-Executive Commission on China: Annual Report 2019, 18 November 2019 
 
Freedom of Religion 
• Observers have described religious persecution in China over the last year to be of an intensity not seen 
since the Cultural Revolution. The Chinese government under President and Communist Party General 
Secretary Xi Jinping has doubled down on the ‘‘sinicization’’ of religion—a campaign that aims to 
bring religion in China under closer official control and in line with officially sanctioned interpretations of 
Chinese culture. Authorities have expanded the ‘‘sinicization’’ campaign to target not only religions perceived 
as ‘‘foreign,’’ such as Islam and Christianity, but also Chinese Buddhism, Taoism, and folk religious beliefs. [...] 
In sharp contrast to their past treatment of Buddhist and Taoist communities, local officials directly targeted 
local Buddhist and Taoist sites of worship throughout China. Local officials in the provinces of Liaoning, Shanxi, 
Hubei, and Hebei ordered the destruction of Buddhist statues. In past decades, government and Party officials 
had rarely targeted Chinese Buddhist and Taoist communities with direct suppression— both were considered 
to be relatively compliant with Party and government leadership and compatible with the official promotion of 
traditional Chinese culture. 
• In September 2018, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs signed an agreement with the Holy See, paving 
the way for the unification of state-sanctioned and underground Catholic communities. Subsequently, local 
Chinese authorities subjected Catholic believers in China to increased persecution by demolishing churches, 
removing crosses, and continuing to detain underground clergy. The Party-led Catholic national religious 
organizations also published a plan to ‘‘sinicize’’ Catholicism in China. [...] 
• Religious communities outside of the five religions that are the main objects of official regulation continued 
to exist in China, but the religious practices of communities that previously received tacit recognition and 
support were subject to repression over the last year. [...] 
Both Chinese and international law provide guarantees of religious freedom. Despite these guarantees, the 
Commission continued to observe widespread and systematic violation of the principles of religious freedom, 
as Chinese authorities exercised broad discretion over religious practice. [...] 
Policies and Regulations Pertaining to Religious Freedom 
• Top Chinese officials continued to emphasize the importance of the national-level campaign to ‘‘sinicize’’ 
religion. Members of the Standing Committee of the Communist Party Central Committee Political Bureau 
(Politburo)—China’s top policymaking body—continued to highlight the need to ‘‘sinicize’’ religion in China at 
national-level political gatherings.14 Politburo Standing Committee member Wang Yang promoted the 
campaign among lower level officials through local visits 15 and in meetings with state-affiliated religious 
organizations.16 Party General Secretary Xi Jinping announced ‘‘the need to uphold the sinicization of religion 
in order to actively guide religions to adapt to socialist society’’ in 2015,17 and the subsequent ‘‘sinicization’’ 
campaign aims to bring religion in China under closer official control and in line with officially sanctioned 
interpretations of Chinese culture.18 In the years following, officials have escalated the repression of religious 
practice, which one scholar of Chinese politics has characterized as being the worst since the Cultural 
Revolution.19 
• The ‘‘sinicization’’ campaign characterizes control over religious groups as connected to national security 
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and foreign affairs. The repression of religion is happening alongside a general crackdown on popular culture 
20 as the Party responds to the increased complexity of society and the growth of new groups in the period of 
economic reform and opening.21 Religious believers are among the social groups of which Chinese officials are 
the most wary.22 This is in part because the fast growth and the level of organization within certain religious 
communities represents the potential for competing with the Party and government monopoly on collective 
organization.23 Party and government officials accuse some of these religious communities of being used by 
foreign forces to ‘‘infiltrate’’ Chinese society,24 targeting Christian, Muslim, and Tibetan Buddhist groups in 
particular as retaining undue foreign influence.25 Official pronouncements also identified ‘‘extremism’’ as a 
particular problem that officials should address within Islam.26 Meanwhile, Party and government policy 
promoted the Chinese Buddhist community to project an image of China as a country supporting Buddhism 
while fostering connections with majority-Buddhist countries.27 
• Administration of religious affairs and implementation of the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs. 
Local government bureaus continued to be responsible for managing religious affairs.28 These religious affairs 
agencies have effective authority over the state-sanctioned ‘‘patriotic’’ religious associations that act as 
liaisons between the government and practitioners of the five ‘‘main’’ religions in China,29 while the Party’s 
United Front Work Department vets the association leaders.30 Public security bureaus are generally 
responsible for enforcement of laws against religious activity that authorities deem illegal.31 Following 
President and Party General Secretary Xi Jinping’s exhortations to focus on religious work,32 the regulatory 
framework for religion imposed increased restrictions on religious freedom through revisions to the 
Regulations on Religious Affairs that took effect on February 1, 2018.33 The revisions include prohibitions on 
groups, schools, and venues engaging in or hosting religious activities unless they have been officially 
designated as religious (Article 41) and on clergy acting as religious professionals without official certification 
(Article 36).34 The revisions also established legal responsibilities and penalties for violations of the 
regulations, including fining those who ‘‘provide the conditions’’ for unauthorized religious activities (Article 
71).35 [...] 
Christianity—Protestantism 
During the 2019 reporting year, Chinese officials further 70 escalated the repression of Protestant Christian 
belief. While official repression has historically focused on unregistered church communities (commonly 
referred to as ‘‘house churches’’), believers worshiping at state-sanctioned churches have also become targets 
of state restrictions under President Xi Jinping.71 The number of Chinese Protestants is estimated to number 
around 60 to 80 million.72 
Instances of official persecution recorded by U.S.-based organization advocating for religious freedom, 
ChinaAid Association (ChinaAid), increased from 1,265 in 2017 to more than 10,000 in 2018.73 
Much of the increased repression targeted house church communities. Several major house churches with 
hundreds to thousands of members were forcibly closed: Zion Church and Shouwang Church, among the 
largest unregistered churches in Beijing municipality, were banned in September 2018 and March 2019, 
respectively; 74 Rongguili Church, an important church in southern China, Guangzhou municipality, Guangdong 
province, was forced to suspend activities in December 2018; 75 and Early Rain Covenant Church (Early Rain) 
in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province, was declared an ‘‘illegal social organization’’ in December 2018.76 
Beginning December 9, authorities also detained more than 100 Early Rain church members for several days, 
including Early Rain pastor Wang Qi,77 who, along with three other church members, remained in criminal 
detention as of August 2019.78 Local authorities also banned or shut down activities at numerous other house 
churches across China,79 with a campaign in Henan province reportedly aiming to close more than two-thirds 
of all churches within the province.80 Local authorities in different 
areas also pressured unregistered churches to disband with repeated raids and harassment,81 heavy 
administrative penalties,82 termination of electricity and water supplies,83 and compelling landlords to evict 
churches from meeting spaces.84 Authorities also subjected individual members of house church communities 
to detention: ChinaAid recorded more than 5,000 detentions in 2018, more than 1,000 of which were of 
church leaders.85 Members were also subject to other rights abuses—for example, various people 
connected to Early Rain, including lawyers defending the detained, reported ongoing detentions 86 and 
disappearances,87 denying detainees access to lawyers,88 and various forms of harassment, including physical 
assault, eviction, cutting off utilities, death threats, and surveillance.89 Authorities also tried to compel at least 
one member to sign a statement renouncing the church.90 Officials in different localities violated believers’ 
freedom of religion by eliminating their options to join unregistered churches, shutting down state-sanctioned 
churches, and increasing control over remaining churches. In some cases, unregistered house 
churches were pressured into joining the state-sponsored ThreeSelf Patriotic Movement (TSPM)—a national 
religious organization responsible for maintaining political relations between the Protestant community and 
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Party and government leadership.91 In some areas, officials refused to let churches register and demanded 
instead that individual believers join already-established TSPM churches.92 In Henan, even TSPM churches 
were ordered closed by officials, with most of the 10,000 churches shut down in Henan in 2018 being state-
sponsored.93 For many of the remaining TSPM churches in Henan and in other areas such as Beijing 
municipality,government officials implemented measures subjecting congregations to increased control, for 
example, by requiring the installation of surveillance equipment inside church buildings.94 
In many areas, local authorities required both TSPM and house churches to demonstrate political loyalty to the 
Chinese Communist Party and Chinese government, for example, by requiring changes to church services to 
include singing the national anthem and speeches by government officials, as well as demanding that churches 
hang national flags, portraits of President Xi, and posters listing ‘‘socialist core values,’’ while also ordering the 
removal of Christian symbols such as crosses and signs with Christian messages.95 In parts of Henan province, 
the prohibition on Christian symbols was extended to the homes of believers.96 
[...] CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
[...] The Chinese government continued to prosecute individuals under ‘‘endangering state security’’ charges 
for peacefully exercising their rights.4 CL Articles 102 to 112—listing offenses including ‘‘subversion of state 
power,’’ 5 ‘‘separatism,’’ and ‘‘espionage’’— are collectively referred to as crimes of ‘‘endangering state 
security,’’ 6 some of which carry multi-year sentences or the death penalty.7 
[...] • Beginning on December 9, 2018, public security officials in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province, took 
into custody over 100 leaders and members of the Early Rain Covenant Church, an unregistered Protestant 
house church in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province.13 Authorities criminally detained Early Rain founder 
and pastor Wang Yi 14 and placed Wang’s wife Jiang Rong 15 under ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated 
location,’’ both on suspicion of ‘‘inciting subversion of state power.’’ 16 [For more information on the 
crackdown on Early Rain, see Section II—Freedom of Religion.] [...] 
ORGANIZING AND USING A CULT TO UNDERMINE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LAW 
Authorities continued to charge members of religious communities and spiritual movements with ‘‘organizing 
and using a cult organization to undermine implementation of the law’’ under CL 
Article 300.33 For example, in January 2019, Qingshan District People’s Court in Baotou municipality, Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region, sentenced Falun Gong practitioners Wang Ying 34 and Wang Hongling 35 to 
two years in prison and one year and six months in prison, respectively.36 Authorities detained the two in 
connection to Falun Gong materials they distributed in Batou.37 [For more information on official Chinese 
persecution of Falun Gong, see Section II—Freedom of Religion.] [...] 
OTHER CRIMINAL LAW PROVISIONS 
Authorities accused rights advocates and others of other criminal offenses, including ‘‘gathering a crowd to 
disturb social order,’’ 38 ‘‘obstructing official business,’’ 39 and ‘‘illegal business activity’’ 40 on account of 
activities protected under international human rights standards.41 [...] 
 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada: China: Christian House Churches, including smaller 
congregations that meet in people's homes; activities and beliefs; treatment of members by 
authorities, including in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces (2017-October 2019) 
[CHN106374.E], 22 October 2019 
 
Australia's DFAT report indicates that "'house'" or "'underground'" churches vary in size from around 30 to 
several thousand members (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). The CFR similarly states that "underground 
house churches" are of "widely varying size" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018b). According to the Reuters article, "unofficial" 
churches can range in size "from small living room-gatherings to large, professional operations" (Reuters 30 
Aug. 2018). [...] 
Australia's DFAT report states that "practice of unrecognized faiths or by unregistered religious organisations is 
illegal and vulnerable to punitive official action" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.44). The BTI notes that some 
house churches are illegal (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). 
 
However, according to the Australian DFAT report, the State Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA) [now 
under the direct control of the CCP since 2018 (CHRD 21 Feb. 2019)] permitted friends and family to hold 
small, informal prayer meetings without official registration (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). The US 
Department of State's International Religious Freedom Report for 2018 similarly states that SARA's website 
had a statement "that family and friends have the right to meet at home for worship, including prayer and 
Bible study, without registering with the government" (US 21 June 2019, 8). According to the Australian DFAT 
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report, this explains in part "the proliferation of sizeable unregistered Christian communities in both rural and 
urban China" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). Information on whether this policy is still in effect could not 
be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this 
Response. 
 
3.1 New Regulations on Religious Affairs 
Sources state that China introduced new regulations on religious affairs, which came into effect in February 
2018 (US 8 Oct. 2018, 3; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a; Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019). According to the US Religious 
Freedom Report for 2018, many Chinese provinces updated their own regulations after these regulations came 
into force (US 21 June 2019, 8). 
 
The BTI explains that these new regulations are intended to establish "stricter controls" on religious 
organizations and are partially "meant to close regulatory gaps in order to manage (and restrict) activities that 
previously had not been clearly regulated" (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). Sources state that the new 
regulations ban unauthorized teaching of religion (Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a) as 
well as "increased oversight on religious gatherings and financing" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). According to 
Australia's DFAT report, the new regulations "impose fines for organising illegal religious events or fundraising" 
and detail "procedures for approval and monitoring of religious training institutions and monitoring online 
religious activities" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.42). The US Congressional-Executive Commission on China 
(CECC) adds that the new regulations limit religious activities to approved venues and church leaders to those 
with official qualifications (US 8 Oct. 2018, 3). 
 
Australia's DFAT report notes that the new regulations "devolve substantial powers and responsibility to local 
authorities to prevent illegal religious behavior, including undue influence from foreign organisations. Local 
authorities have significant discretion in interpreting and implementing the regulations at the provincial level" 
(Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.40). According to the same source, this 
 
devolution of enforcement … to local government and Party authorities … affects unregistered Christian 
churches. Historically, those involved with unregistered churches could be charged with fraud. However, under 
the [new regulations] it is now considered a crime to organise people for the purpose of religion … . (Australia 
21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.43) 
 
According to the US Religious Freedom Report for 2018, "[r]eligious leaders and groups stated these 
regulations increased restrictions on their ability to practice their religions" and "Christian church leaders 
stated the government increased monitoring even before the new regulations came into effect, causing many 
churches to cease their normal activities" (US 21 June 2019, 2). 
 
In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a distinguished professor of American Religion at Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas, who has studied Christianity in China and sits on the CESNUR Board of Directors, 
stated that implementation of the new regulations by local officials "has been very erratic" (Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019). Further and corroborating information could not be found among the sources 
consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
4. Treatment of House Church Members by Authorities 
Freedom House explains that 
 
[t]he CCP regime has established a multifaceted apparatus to control all aspects of religious activity, including 
by vetting religious leaders for political reliability, placing limits on the number of new monastics or priests, 
and manipulating religious doctrine according to party priorities. (Freedom House 2019) 
 
Australia's DFAT report estimates that "[b]roadly speaking, religious practice in China is possible within state-
sanctioned boundaries, as long as such practices do not challenge the interests or authority of the Chinese 
government," adding that "[r]eligious practice that the government perceives as contravening broader ethnic, 
political or security policies … is at high risk of adverse official attention" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.44-
3.45). The CFR similarly states that "[s]ome argue that state repression of religion often has less to do with 
religious doctrine than with a group's organizational ability, due to fear that such a group could potentially 
challenge the CCP's legitimacy" (CFR 18 Oct. 2018b). 
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According to the CFR, in reaction to what it describes as the "surge" in Christians in China, 
 
Christians have faced growing repression in recent years …. Repression campaigns ebb and flow. While house 
and underground churches traditionally faced the brunt of persecution, under [President] Xi’s leadership state-
sanctioned churches have been targeted as well. Recent repression efforts target both house and state-
sanctioned churches through the harassment and detention of Christian believers, blocking entry to sites of 
worship, interrupting gatherings, dismantling crosses, demolishing churches, and disbanding congregations. 
(CFR 11 Oct. 2018a) 
 
The Senior Lecturer stated that "a lot more restriction" has been added to religious activities, both for houses 
churches and state-sanctioned churches, and that "[m]ost house churches are needing to exist more 
clandestinely" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). 
 
Australia's DFAT report states that 
 
[a]dverse treatment can include raids and destruction of church property, pressure to join or report to 
government-sanctioned religious organisations and, on occasion, violence and criminal sanction, particularly in 
response to land disputes with local authorities. (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.87) 
 
Freedom House adds that "[a]uthorities routinely try to hinder the operation of unregistered sites and direct 
believers elsewhere, for instance by placing plaques to indicate registration status, barring donations, or 
threatening worshippers with fines if they do not shift attendance to a state-approved counterpart" (Freedom 
House 27 Feb. 2017, 117). The US Religious Freedom Report for 2018 states that 
 
[a]uthorities continued to arrest Christians and enforce more limitations on their activities, including requiring 
Christian churches to install surveillance cameras to enable daily police monitoring, and compelling members 
of house churches and other Christians to sign documents renouncing their Christian faith and church 
membership. (US 21 June 2019, 2) 
 
The same source added that "an ongoing campaign of church closings continued during the year, and 
authorities removed crosses and other Christian symbols from churches, with Henan Province a particular 
focus area of such activity" (US 21 June 2019, 2). 
 
According to the Distinguished Professor, houses churches "are being forced to remove any Christian symbols 
from their front façade" and "any distinctive 'Western' sacred architecture, such as church steeples" 
(Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019). In October 2018, CBC reported that "Protestants have seen churches 
closed and their crosses torn down under new laws" and that "[e]ven government-sanctioned churches have 
been ordered to reduce their visible presence. Cranes have shown up at many to remove the large red crosses 
from rooftops" (CBC 31 Oct. 2018). The Distinguished Professor added that all church buildings are being 
"forced" to open their doors for secular activities during the week (Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019). 
Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
The CESNUR Director stated that "[t]he authorities have repeatedly stated that one of the aims of the new 
regulation[s] is to eliminate independent house churches, compelling most of them to become part of the 
Three Self Church and liquidating the others" (Director 24 Sept. 2019). The Senior Lecturer similarly stated that 
in some areas, "many" house churches are reportedly "being asked by local officials to register with the TSPM 
or be forcefully shut down" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). Citing "Ying Fuk-tsang, the director of the divinity 
school at the Chinese University of Hong Kong," a 2018 article by the New York Times similarly reports that the 
"goal appears to be to push Protestant churches to register with the government. 'The message is that they 
can't be independent'" (The New York Times 24 Sept. 2018). Freedom House explains that the procedure for 
official registration of religions groups, such as house churches, "are highly complex and burdensome" and is 
difficult without affiliation with state-sanctioned organizations; the source adds that "[c]hurch leaders are 
reluctant to report the names of congregation members as required, for fear that the members will be 
vulnerable to surveillance" (Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 16). 
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According to the Senior Lecturer, "[i]n the past there was more ability to negotiate relationships with local 
officials, but this is becoming much more restricted" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). Meanwhile, Freedom 
House explains that "[i]n many locales, low-level officials may turn a blind eye to [religious] activities" 
(Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 16-17). The same source also states that "[s]ome unregistered church leaders 
have made a point of alerting local authorities about upcoming meetings or showing kindness to local police 
tasked with monitoring them," with the result that "officials have given de facto approval to 'house churches' 
in their jurisdictions, and police have warned unofficial church leaders of coming raids" (Freedom House 27 
Feb. 2017, 12). However, the same source adds that "during periods of political sensitivity or campaigns led by 
more senior officials, unregistered places of worship are at high risk of harassment, raids, and destruction of 
property" (Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 16-17). Corroborating information could not be found among the 
sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
Sources indicate that house churches are still active in China (Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 11; Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019), despite the government measures to control religious activities (Freedom House 27 
Feb. 2017, 11). According to a chapter on "semi-legal" religions in China in the book Atlas of Religion in China: 
Social and Geographical Contexts, 
 
[i]n the new century [since 2000], however, most house churches have been able to operate with only 
occasional interference from the authorities. They are no longer in the underground per se, as the police and 
other government agencies know about these house churches. However, they are not legal either, as they are 
not registered with the government nor the TSPM/CCC. (Yang with Pettit 2018, 55) 
 
According to the CESNUR Director, 
 
the government simply lacks the resources to liquidate tens of thousands of house churches. Scholars agree 
that the government focuses on cracking down on house churches that cross some "red lines": they grow 
consistently, expand from one province to others, keeps relations with evangelicals abroad, or criticize the 
Three Self Church and refuse to cooperate with the authorities in their campaigns against the xie jiao [banned 
religious groups]. (Director 24 Sept. 2019) 
 
Further and corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research 
Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
4.1 Treatment of Larger and Smaller Congregations 
According to Australia's DFAT report, "[p]ublic expressions of faith are more vulnerable to adverse treatment 
[by authorities] than private worship (including in small groups)" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.47). The 
Senior Lecturer stated that "[i]f a congregation is small, a dozen or less, then they generally fall under the radar 
or are overlooked," but "house churches which are larger (more than a couple dozen members), have a larger 
public profile, or are quite politically vocal are more readily shut down," as "authorities are more concerned 
with larger groups and the possibility that such groups may try to unify in usurping the government's power" 
(Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). According to the Assistant Professor, "local authorities will definitely pay 
closer attention to the larger churches and want to make sure that they are not involved in politically sensitive 
activities. But churches are not coerced on the basis of the fact that they are large" (Assistant Professor 29 
Sept. 2019). The Distinguished Professor similarly stated that he was unaware of "any pattern of targeting 
large versus small congregations," but that churches of "outspoken pastors" are targeted (Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019). 
 
According to the CESNUR Director, "[u]rban churches, which also tend to be bigger, are more easily liquidated 
than rural ones, which also tend to be smaller" (Director 24 Sept. 2019). The same source added that 
 
[t]he so-called "megachurches" are being liquidated one after the other, while small independent 
congregations with a few hundred members or less, with no signs of expansion, no ambition to establish new 
churches, no international relations, and a good relationship (to the point of often serving as informants about 
other Christians and against the xie jiao) with local police and party officers may survive - although this 
precarious survival should not be confused with enjoying genuine religious liberty. (Director 24 Sept. 2019) 
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Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
4.2 Treatment of House Church Leaders 
According to Australia's DFAT report, "[l]eaders of both registered and unregistered churches are subject to 
greater scrutiny than ordinary worshippers" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). The Senior Lecturer stated 
that treatment by authorities "is generally harsher for [house] church leaders" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). 
The Assistant Professor explained that "[l]ocal officials usually interact directly with church leaders, and church 
leaders are … [therefore] also more at risk, or likelier to get in trouble with the authorities than the average 
church member" (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019). The same source further stated that 
 
[i]n the absence of a major protracted conflict between a church and local authorities, local officials might 
speak with church leaders if there is anything they need to know about an unregistered church. They might not 
speak with church members. (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019) 
 
The CESNUR Director explained that 
 
there is a difference between xie jiao and house churches. Common members of xie jiao also go to jail. 
[However, u]nless they resist the police, it is comparatively rare for common members of a house church to be 
arrested and sentenced (some are arrested but kept in a police station for a few days only) although they may 
be harassed and discriminated in their workplaces and kept in general in a situation of uncertainty and fear. 
When a house church is selected for liquidation, pastors, on the other hand, often go to jail. (Director 24 Sept. 
2019) 
 
Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
Australia's DFAT report states that "[c]hurch leaders (registered or unregistered) who participate in protest 
activity on behalf of their congregations or elsewhere are at high risk of official sanction, but this is likely to 
relate more to their activism than to their religious affiliation or practice" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.79). 
The same report adds that "[m]embers of unregistered churches who participate in human rights activism are 
at high risk of official discrimination and violence, as are their families" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.83). A 
December 2018 New York Times article similarly reports that "[t]he government has focused its campaign on 
unofficial Christian churches that promote ideas like social justice or have been critical of the party's grip on 
society" (25 Dec. 2018). 
 

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2019 – China, 4 February 2019 
 
The government’s persecution of predominantly Muslim ethnic minorities in Xinjiang intensified dramatically, 
with an estimated one million or more individuals subjected to extralegal detention in “political reeducation” 
centers. Reports of torture and other abuse at the camps emerged during the year. Authorities also increased 
repression of Christians and Muslims elsewhere in China following new regulations on religious affairs that 
took effect nationwide in February, and persecution of the banned spiritual movement Falun Gong continued 
unabated. [...] 
 
During 2018, the government increased restrictions on a range of religious communities, including state-
sanctioned Christian congregations and Hui Muslims. New regulations on religious affairs that took effect in 
February strengthened controls on places of worship, travel for religious purposes, and children’s religious 
education. In May, online retailers were barred from selling copies of the Bible. The Vatican and the Chinese 
government reached a provisional agreement in September on the appointment of Catholic bishops. While the 
deal was not made public, it would reportedly allow the government to nominate bishops and the Vatican to 
exercise a veto. The Vatican also recognized seven government-approved bishops who had previously been 
excommunicated; the status of dozens of existing bishops recognized by the Vatican but not by the 
government remained unclear. Persecution of unofficial Protestant groups continued during the year. In 
January, authorities in Shanxi Province demolished the Golden Lampstand Church, where an unregistered 
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congregation of more than 50,000 people had worshipped, and placed some church members under house 
arrest. 

 
 
US Department of State: 2018 Report on International Religious Freedom: China, 21 June 2019 
 
The constitution states citizens have freedom of religious belief but limits protections for religious practice to 
“normal religious activities” and does not define “normal.”  The government continued to exercise control 
over religion and restrict the activities and personal freedom of religious adherents when the government 
perceived these as threatening state or Chinese Communist Party (CCP) interests, according to 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) and international media reports.  Only religious groups belonging to one 
of the five state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations” (Buddhist, Taoist, Muslim, Catholic, and 
Protestant) are permitted to register with the government and officially permitted to hold worship services.  
There continued to be reports of deaths in custody and that the government tortured, physically abused, 
arrested, detained, sentenced to prison, or harassed adherents of both registered and unregistered religious 
groups for activities related to their religious beliefs and practices. [...] 
 
The government began enforcing revised regulations in February that govern the activities of religious groups 
and their members.  Religious leaders and groups stated these regulations increased restrictions on their 
ability to practice their religions, including a new requirement for religious group members to seek approval to 
travel abroad and a prohibition on “accepting domination by external forces.”  Christian church leaders stated 
the government increased monitoring even before the new regulations came into effect, causing many 
churches to cease their normal activities.  Authorities continued to arrest Christians and enforce more 
limitations on their activities, including requiring Christian churches to install surveillance cameras to enable 
daily police monitoring, and compelling members of house churches and other Christians to sign documents 
renouncing their Christian faith and church membership.  An ongoing campaign of church closings continued 
during the year, and authorities removed crosses and other Christian symbols from churches, with Henan 
Province a particular focus area of such activity. [...] 
 
The Vice President, Secretary of State, Ambassador, and other embassy and consulates general 
representatives repeatedly and publicly expressed concerns about abuses of religious freedom.  On July 26, 
the Vice President said, “Religious persecution is growing in both scope and scale in the world’s most populous 
country, the People’s Republic of China…Together with other religious minorities, Buddhists, Muslims, and 
Christians are often under attack.” [...] 
 
Section II. Status of Government Respect for Religious Freedom 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
The constitution states citizens have “freedom of religious belief,” but limits protections for religious practice 
to “normal religious activities.”  The constitution does not define “normal.”  It says religion may not be used to 
disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens, or interfere with the educational system.  The constitution 
provides for the right to hold or not to hold a religious belief.  State organs, public organizations, and 
individuals may not discriminate against citizens “who believe in, or do not believe in, any religion.”  The law 
does not allow legal action to be taken against the government based on the religious freedom protections 
afforded by the constitution.  [...] 
 
Regulations require religious groups to register with the government.  Only religious groups belonging to one 
of the five state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations” are permitted to register with the government 
and legally hold worship services.  These five associations operate under the direction of the CCP United Front 
Work Department (UFWD).  Other religious groups, such as Protestant groups unaffiliated with the official 
“patriotic religious association” or Catholics professing loyalty to the Vatican, are not permitted to register as 
legal entities.  The government does not have a state-sanctioned “patriotic religious association” for Judaism.  
The country’s laws and policies do not provide a mechanism for religious groups independent of the five 
official “patriotic religious associations” to obtain legal status. 
 
In March as part of a restructuring of the central government, the Central Committee of the CCP announced 
the merger of SARA, which was previously under the purview of the State Council, into the CCP’s UFWD, 
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placing responsibility for religious regulations directly under the party.  SARA, while subsumed into the UFWD, 
continued to conduct work under the same name.  This administrative change at the national level was 
followed in the spring and autumn with parallel changes at the provincial and local levels. 
 
All religious organizations are required to register with one of the five state-sanctioned religious associations, 
all of which SARA oversees through its provincial and local offices.  The revised Regulations on Religious Affairs 
announced in 2017 and implemented on February 1, 2018, state that registered religious organizations are 
allowed to possess property, publish approved materials, train staff, and collect donations.  According to 
regulations, religious organizations must submit information about the organization’s historical background, 
members, doctrines, key publications, minimum funding requirements, and government sponsor, which must 
be one of the five “patriotic religious associations.”  According to SARA, as of April 2016, there are more than 
360,000 clergy, 140,000 places of worship, and 5,500 registered religious groups in the country. 
 
The State Council’s revisions to the Regulations on Religious Affairs strengthen already existing requirements 
for unregistered religious groups and require unregistered groups be affiliated with one of the five state-
sanctioned religious associations to legally conduct religious activities.  Individuals who participate in 
unsanctioned religious activities are subject to criminal and administrative penalties.  The regulations stipulate 
any form of illegal activities or illegal properties should be confiscated and a fine between one to three times 
the value of the illegal incomes/properties should be imposed.  The revised regulation adds that, if the illegal 
incomes/properties cannot be identified, a fine below 50,000 renminbi (RMB) ($7,300) should be imposed.  
The regulations provide grounds for authorities to penalize property owners renting space to unregistered 
religious groups by confiscating illegal incomes and properties and levying fines between 20,000-200,000 RMB 
($2,900-$29,100).  The revisions instate new requirements for members of religious groups to seek approval to 
travel abroad and prohibit “accepting domination by external forces.” 
 
The revised Regulations on Religious Affairs include new registration requirements for religious schools that 
allow only the five state-sanctioned religious associations or their lower-level affiliates to form religious 
schools.  The regulations specify all religious structures, including clergy housing, may not be transferred, 
mortgaged, or utilized as investments.  The revisions place new restrictions on religious groups conducting 
business or making investments by stipulating the property and income of religious groups, schools, and 
venues may not be distributed and should be used for activities and charity befitting their purposes; any 
individual or organization that donates funds to build religious venues is prohibited from owning and using the 
venues.  The revisions also impose a limit on foreign donations to religious groups, stating that any such 
donations must be used for activities that authorities deem appropriate for the group and the site.  The 
regulations ban donations from foreign groups and individuals if the donations come with any attached 
conditions and state any donations exceeding 100,000 RMB ($14,500) must be submitted to the local 
government for review and approval.  Religious groups, religious schools, and religious activity sites must not 
accept donations from foreign sources with conditions attached.  If authorities find a group has illegally 
accepted a donation, the regulations grant authorities the ability to confiscate the donation and fine the 
recipient group between one to three times the value of the unlawful donations or, if the amount cannot be 
determined, a fine of 50,000 RMB ($7,300). 
 
Additionally, the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs require that religious activity “must not harm national 
security.”  The revisions expand the prescribed steps to address support for “religious extremism,” leaving 
“extremism” undefined.  These steps include recommending penalties such as suspending groups and 
canceling clergy credentials.  The revised regulations include a new article placing limits on the online activities 
of religious groups for the first time, requiring activities be approved by the provincial religious affairs bureau.  
The revisions also restrict the publication of religious material to guidelines determined by the State Publishing 
Administration. [...] 
 
SARA states through a policy posted on its website that family and friends have the right to meet at home for 
worship, including prayer and Bible study, without registering with the government. 
 
According to the law, inmates have the right to believe in a religion and maintain their religious beliefs while in 
custody.  According to the new regulations implemented February 1, proselytizing in public or holding religious 
activities in unregistered places of worship is not permitted.  In practice, offenders are subject to 
administrative and criminal penalties. [...] 
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To establish places of worship, religious organizations must receive approval from the religious affairs 
department of the relevant local government both when the facility is proposed and again before any services 
are held at that location.  Religious organizations must submit dozens of documents to register during these 
approval processes, including detailed management plans of their religious activities, exhaustive financial 
records, and personal information on all staff members.  Religious communities not going through the formal 
registration process may not legally have a set facility or worship meeting space.  Therefore, every time they 
want to reserve a space for worship, such as by renting a hotel or an apartment, they must seek a separate 
approval from government authorities for each service.  Worshipping in a space without pre-approval, either 
through the formal registration process or by seeking an approval for each service, is considered an illegal 
religious activity, which may be criminally or administratively punished.  By regulation, if a religious structure is 
to be demolished or relocated because of city planning or construction of key projects, the party responsible 
for demolishing the structure must consult with its local Bureau of Religious Affairs (administered by SARA) 
and the religious group using the structure.  If all parties agree to the demolition, the party conducting the 
demolition must agree to rebuild the structure or provide compensation equal to its appraised market value. 
 
The revised religious regulations implemented in February and policies enacted by the state-sanctioned 
religious associations inhibit children under the age of 18 from participating in religious activities and religious 
education.  For example, one provision states that no individual may use religion to hinder the national 
education system and that no religious activities may be held in schools other than religious schools.  At the 
county level, religious affairs bureaus in localities including Henan, Shandong, Anhui, and Xinjiang have 
released letters telling parents not to take their children under 18 to religious activities or education. [...] 
 
Police arrested and otherwise detained leaders and members of religious groups, often those connected with 
groups not registered, as part of the state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations.”  There were reports 
police used violence and beatings during arrest and detention.  Reportedly, authorities used vague or 
insubstantial charges, sometimes in connection with religious activity, to convict and sentence leaders and 
members of religious groups to years in prison.  Some previously detained persons were released.  
 
The Political Prisoner Database (PPDB) maintained by human rights NGO Dui Hua Foundation contained the 
following number of imprisoned religious practitioners at year’s end:  310 Protestants, 205 Church of Almighty 
God members, 136 Muslims, 22 Buddhists, and nine Catholics, compared with 308 Protestants, 277 Church of 
Almighty God members, 107 Muslims, 30 Buddhists, and nine Catholics at the end of 2017.  According to Dui 
Hua, these numbers are based on Dui Hua’s classification system for inclusion in the PPDB and are not the total 
number of religious prisoners.  The number of Muslim prisoners did not include 505 Uighur and 234 Kazakh 
prisoners, which Dui Hua classified as “ethnic prisoners.”  According to Dui Hua, these figures did not account 
for Muslims in “vocational skill education training centers.”  The PPDB listed 3,486 Falun Gong practitioners 
imprisoned at year’s end, compared with 3,516 at the end of 2017.  Dui Hua defined imprisoned religious 
practitioners as “people persecuted for holding religious beliefs that are not officially sanctioned.” [...]  
On December 24, two police officers beat and kicked a Christian woman who was protesting the demolition of 
the TSPM church in Luyi County, Zhoukou City, Henan Province. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that on September 5, uniformed officers in Nanyang, Henan Province, conducted 
raids on at least four Protestant churches, physically subduing passersby who asked about the raid. [...] 
 
The New York Times reported on December 9, authorities in Sichuan Province raided the Early Rain Covenant 
Church – Chengdu’s highest-membership unregistered church – and detained more than 100 leaders, seminary 
students, and congregants.  This was the third time since May that officials raided the church for lacking 
proper registration.  ChinaAid reported authorities arrested 200 church members in May and another 17 in 
June.  One detainee publicly said officials struck him approximately 30 times as they interrogated him.  
According to church members, police struck another individual in the face even though he had not resisted 
arrest.  In May authorities arrested lead Pastor Wang Yi, an outspoken critic of the government’s controls on 
religion, on allegations of “picking quarrels and provoking trouble.”  In December Wang and his wife Jiang 
Rong were both charged with “inciting subversion of state power,” which carries a potential sentence of life 
imprisonment.  As of year’s end, the whereabouts and conditions of many detainees remained unknown, 
including Wang and his wife, who were being held in unspecified locations. 
 



 

33 
 

In anticipation of his arrest, Pastor Wang Yi wrote a letter titled “My Declaration of Faithful Disobedience,” 
which the Early Rain Church published following his detention on December 9.  He wrote, “I am filled with 
anger and disgust at the persecution of the church by this Communist regime, at the wickedness of their 
depriving people of the freedoms of religion and of conscience…I am not interested in changing any political or 
legal institutions in China … I’m not even interested in the question of when the Communist regime’s policies 
persecuting the church will change.  Regardless of which regime I live under now or in the future, as long as 
the secular government continues to persecute the church, violating human consciences that belong to God 
alone, I will continue my faithful disobedience.” 
 
Bitter Winter, an online magazine on religious liberty and human rights in China, reported that pastors across 
the country released a joint declaration in August supporting religious liberty and condemning the CCP’s 
revised Regulations on Religious Affairs.  At year’s end, more than 600 pastors, ministers, and church elders 
had signed the statement.  According to the report, the Bureau of Religious Affairs in every region was strictly 
monitoring all individuals who signed the letter and prohibiting them from traveling to Chengdu to support the 
Early Rain Church.  A statement released by the Early Rain Church said authorities had questioned and 
pressured more than half of the signatories.  Reportedly, authorities also raided and shut down churches 
because their pastors had signed the joint declaration. 
 
In March authorities in Yunnan Province convicted and sentenced Protestant pastor Cao “John” Sanqiang, a 
U.S. lawful permanent resident and Christian leader, to seven years in prison for “organizing others to illegally 
cross the border.” 
 
In January Radio Free Asia reported defense attorney Xiao Yunyang said the Yun County People’s Court in 
Yunnan Province sentenced six Christians to up to 13 years in prison for involvement in the Three Grades of 
Servants, which the government had designated a “cult.”  Authorities in Yunnan reportedly told lawyers 
defending the accused their licenses to practice would be reviewed.  Attorney Li Guisheng said the court 
revoked the status of lawyers defending Christians in a similar case in Fengqing County, Yunnan Province.  In 
April a court in Dali, Yunnan Province, sentenced Tu Yan to two years of imprisonment for participating in 
Three Grades of Servants activities.  As part of a case that involved more than 100 Christians in Yunnan 
Province, authorities arrested Tu in 2016, and held her in a detention center for more than 20 months before 
sentencing her.  Authorities originally charged Tu with “organizing and using a cult organization to undermine 
law enforcement.” 
 
In April the government sentenced Su Tianfu, Copastor with Yang Hua of the Livingstone Church, to a yearlong 
suspended sentence and a further six months of residential surveillance for “illegally possessing state secrets.”  
Authorities also fined Su and Yang 7,053,710.68 RMB ($1.03 million) for collecting “illegal” donations from 
congregation members.  The government rejected Su’s appeal in which he said church members voluntarily 
donated the money to fund church activities. [...] 
 
On March 15, police arrested a Liaoning Province woman, Zhou Jinxia, after she traveled from Dalian to Beijing 
to attempt to share her Christian faith with President Xi Jinping, reported the Gospel Herald.  Zhou held up a 
sign in front of Zhongnanhai, the former imperial garden, which said, “God loves the people of the world and is 
calling out to Xi Jinping.”  Authorities immediately transported her back to Dalian where authorities criminally 
charged her. [...] 
 
The government did not recognize religious groups not affiliated with the “patriotic religious associations” 
including unregistered Protestant (also known as “house” churches), Catholic, Muslim, and other groups, and 
continued to close down or hinder their activities.  At times, the closures reportedly were because the group 
or its activities were unregistered and other times because the place of worship reportedly lacked necessary 
permits. 
 
Some local governments continued to restrict the growth of unregistered Protestant church networks and 
cross-congregational affiliations.  Some officials reportedly still denied the existence of unregistered churches.  
Although SARA said family and friends had the right to worship together at home – including prayer and Bible 
study – without registering with the government, authorities still regularly harassed and detained small groups 
that did so. 
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In implementing the new regulations on religious affairs, authorities required unregistered religious groups to 
disband, leaving their congregations with the sole option of attending services under a state-sanctioned 
religious leader, rather than allow it to alter its legal status as an intact religious community. 
 
ChinaAid reported that after the religious affairs regulations went into effect on February 1, officials in 19 
towns in Henan Province went door-to-door, urging Christians to attend the government-sponsored TSPM-
affiliated Church instead of unregistered churches.  Reportedly, many Christians subsequently met secretly in 
their homes, afraid of public security agents. [...] 
 
Sources said that local Public Security Bureaus in Liaoning Province began intensifying efforts to force the 
closure of dozens of unregistered “underground” churches and detained their pastors even before the revised 
Regulations on Religious Affairs went into effect February 1.  According to Bitter Winter, since March, 
authorities shut down at least 40 unregistered churches across Liaoning Province in cities such as Donggang, 
Anshan, Dandong, and Shenyang. 
 
According to a September Voice of America report, there were widespread reports indicating the government 
of Henan was waging a campaign against the province’s Christians by taking down crosses, demolishing 
churches, and erasing Christian slogans from church buildings.  According to Bitter Winter, in the past years 
there was the most severe “persecution against Christianity” in Henan Province. 
 
In late July religious affairs officials raided Chongqing Aiyan House Church and issued an order for the church 
to end all “illegal” religious activities.  Citing the new regulations, the officials told congregants they were 
conducting religious activities at an unregistered location and ordered them to attend religious services at a 
TSPM church instead.  Authorities warned congregants authorities would arrest them if they did not comply. 
 
On February 4, police shut down another house church in Qingxi Town, Dongguan, Guangdong Province, and 
dismissed more than 80 congregation members, warning them against future assembly. 
 
ChinaAid reported authorities in Xuzhou, Jiangsu Province, raided Dao’en Church on September 7, saying the 
Church had not registered with the government.  Authorities closed three of the Church’s five branches and 
pressured landlords to not renew leases for the Church, according to the report.  ChinaAid earlier reported 
authorities had fined the pastor and another minister of Dao’en Church 10,000 RMB ($1,500) and threatened 
to confiscate the Church’s offerings. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that on September 9, authorities in Beijing shut down Zion Church, a large 
unregistered Protestant church led by Pastor Jin “Ezra” Mingzhi, saying it had broken rules by organizing mass 
gatherings without registering with authorities.  A church elder surnamed Yi said more than 100 police officers 
entered the church and detained some church members who tried to stop them shutting it down.  The 
church’s landlord canceled the contract even though the terms of the contract had not yet expired. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported in February that authorities in Shenzhen ordered a 3,000-member Protestant church, 
the Shekou One Country International Church, to close after a fire and safety inspection.  Also in February, 
authorities in Henan Province fined a Protestant house church in Yuzhou, citing violations of building and 
safety regulations, and stating the building was an illegal structure because the church failed to obtain 
required permissions when it was built. 
 
According to a source, local authorities in Liaoning Province charged underground church leaders with taking 
members’ money under false pretenses.  ChinaAid reported that on August 20, authorities visited a church in 
Shenyang they said was an “unapproved venue.”  Officials deemed church offerings illegal and forced the 
church to close by August 23.  On December 31, Radio Free Asia reported authorities sealed three mosques in 
Yunnan’s Weishan County after a protest, to prevent further use as they were pending demolition at year’s 
end.  A local source reportedly said local Muslims had submitted the right paperwork to register the mosques 
but were unsuccessful, and that the local state-sanctioned Islamic Association of China (IAC) approved of the 
closures. [...] 
 
According to a Radio Free Asia report, local believers in Henan said authorities demolished or shut down over 
100 churches and crosses in August. 
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According to the Association for the Defense of Human and Religious Rights, on September 16, authorities in 
Zhengzhou, Henan Province demolished Yangzhai Zhen Jesus Church after forcing members to agree to the 
demolition by threatening their families’ livelihood. 
 
ChinaAid reported that on September 9, approximately 100 officials from the religious affairs and public 
security bureaus attempted to break into Dali Christian Church, in Zhengzhou, Henan Province, but more than 
400 church members stopped them.  The officials left after handing the church a document that said the 
building was not a legal religious activities site and the religious department had not approved the day’s 
speaker, both violations of the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs.  Church members therefore 
immediately had to cease holding “illegal” religious events. [...] 
 
ChinaAid reported that on Sunday, January 14, more than 20 government agents closed an unregistered 
church in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, interrupting a service led by Lou Siping.  They informed the 
Christians gathered there that the building had not been registered and took 30 church members to the police 
station for questioning.  Authorities later demanded the church’s landlord cancel the church lease. 
 
In January police and local officials dynamited the 50,000-member Golden Lampstand (Jindengtai) Church in 
Linfen, Shanxi Province, according to Christian Solidarity Worldwide.  The state-run Global Times reported the 
destruction was part of a campaign against “illegal buildings.”  This church did not register with TSPM and 
reportedly had been involved in a dispute with local officials, who refused to grant the building permits when 
it was originally constructed. [...] 
 
ChinaAid reported government officials in Qiqihar, Heilongjiang Province, destroyed the St. Theresa Convent 
on December 18-19.  Nuns living at the convent received an eviction notice on the morning of December 18, 
and by 11:00 p.m., authorities began demolishing the site.  According to the report, church members said they 
believed authorities destroyed the convent to put pressure on congregations not registered with the 
government.  Following the convent’s demolition, the nuns were left temporarily homeless. [...] 
 
There were reports of government officials, companies, and education authorities compelling members of 
house churches and other Christians to sign documents renouncing their Christian faith and church 
membership. 
 
In February many companies began requiring workers to sign a “no-faith commitment,” according to Bitter 
Winter.  Between April and August, local security personnel approached nearly 300 members of Zion Church in 
Beijing and pressured members to sign a document renouncing their church membership as well as their 
Christian faith. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that in mid-September, the CCP took further steps to implement the ban on religious 
activity among government employees, including schoolteachers and medical personnel.  According to local 
Christians, authorities were asking teachers working in high schools in Zhejiang, Jiangxi, and Henan Provinces 
to sign a letter pledging to hold no religious beliefs.  Christian believers said the crackdown on religious beliefs 
among teachers came alongside pressure on students, who are required to submit to an interview with school 
authorities if they declare religious beliefs on mandatory forms. 
 
World Watch Monitor, an online news site reporting on Christianity, reported in April that teachers forced 
more than 300 Christian children in two high schools in Zhejiang Province to fill out a form stating they did not 
adhere to any religion.  According to the report, the children were given a questionnaire about their faith and 
pressured to write they had no religion.  Those who did not comply reportedly were denied access to 
opportunities at school and faced the potential threat of not receiving certificates of completion, which would 
make them unable to attend college. 
 
In May ChinaAid reported education authorities in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, asked students to state the 
religious beliefs of their families.  After identifying students whose parents were Catholic or another Christian 
denomination, authorities visited the parents in their homes to persuade them to give up their religious 
beliefs.  Some authorities used the parents’ employers to pressure parents to renounce their religious beliefs, 
including by withholding bonuses, according to the report. 
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According to pastors and a group that monitors religion in China, the government was ordering Christians to 
sign papers renouncing their faith.  The New York Post reported in September that ChinaAid leadership 
released video footage of what appeared to be piles of burning Bibles and forms stating that signatories 
renounced their Christian faith.  ChinaAid leadership said this marked the first time since the Cultural 
Revolution that Christians had been compelled to make such declarations, under the fear of expulsion from 
school and the loss of welfare benefits. 
 
International media and NGOs reported on a nation-wide campaign to “Sinicize religion,” and the government 
restricted individuals’ ability to express or practice their religion in other ways. 
 
On March 28, in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, the government launched a five-year plan on promoting the 
“Sinicization of Christianity.”  The plan outline advocated “incorporating the Chinese elements into church 
worship services, hymns and songs, clergy attire, and the architectural style of church buildings” and proposed 
to “retranslate the Bible or rewrite biblical commentaries.”  The government’s proposed plan to augment the 
content of the Bible in line with CCP policies fueled speculation in Christian groups that it was a reason the 
government began enforcing a ban on online Bible sales. [...] 
 
Christian organizations seeking to use social media and smartphone applications to distribute Christian 
materials reported the government increased censorship of these materials. [...] 
 
In April Beijing authorities ordered an unregistered church, Zion Church, to install 24 closed-circuit surveillance 
cameras inside the church, according to Reuters.  After church leadership refused this order, police and 
security personnel harassed and threatened church members and ultimately forced the eviction of the church.  
In November the State Security Bureau installed surveillance equipment including multiple surveillance 
cameras inside an officially registered Protestant church in Lanzhou, Gansu Province, including in washrooms, 
according to Bitter Winter. [...] 
 
Bitter Winter reported that in Anshan Prefecture, Liaoning Province, police imposed a 400,000 RMB ($58,200) 
fine on any church discovered with an “unofficial” version of the Bible.  Faced with these pressures, 
underground churches reported gathering far less frequently and breaking up into small groups that moved 
around and held services at different locations. [...] 
 
Starting in April authorities reportedly pressured churches to prevent children under 18 years old from 
attending services or otherwise studying the Bible.  Local government departments of religious affairs in 
Henan, Shandong, and Anhui Provinces released public letters announcing juveniles could not enter religious 
venues or attend religious education activities.  One announcement in Xinxiang City, Henan Province stated 
the purpose of these measures was to ensure minors do not believe in religion, enter religious places, 
participate in religious activities, or participate in religious training classes.  The same message was delivered in 
other locations.  AsiaNews reported in April a joint notice from the Henan Catholic Patriotic Association and 
the Henan Commission for Church Affairs required the religious bodies to adhere to the principle of 
“separating religion from education,” and in particular prohibit religious associations from organizing activities 
of any type to disseminate religious education to minors and effectively prohibit minors from attending 
church. [...] 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that on October 25, state security agents prevented more than 100 Protestants from 
unrecognized churches from traveling to a religious training event in South Korea hosted by a U.S. church.  
Saying the participants would “likely damage national security,” airport police in Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, 
and Hong Kong issued travel bans on the conference participants. [...] 
 
Healthcare professionals were required to discover, stop, and report violations of law regarding religion, 
including among family, friends, and neighbors, according to a letter issued to staff at the Yueqing Maternal 
and Child Health Hospital in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province.  Any staff organizing or participating in religious 
activities in the hospital could be fired.  Staff were banned from wearing any clothing linked to a religious 
belief.  Staff were also considered to have committed a violation if they did not adhere to the pledge not to 
follow any religion or participate in religious activities.  The hospital’s letter stated violations of this policy 
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would lead to “education.”  Hospitals in Xinyu, Jiangxi Province, posted banners and notices against religious 
beliefs as well. [...] 
 
Section IV. U.S. Government Policy and Engagement 
The Vice President, Secretary of State, Ambassador, and other embassy and consulates general 
representatives repeatedly and publicly expressed concerns about abuses of religious freedom.  The Vice 
President, Secretary of State, Deputy Secretary of State, United States Ambassador to the United Nations, and 
the Ambassador for International Religious Freedom met with survivors of religious persecution or their family 
members, from the Uighur Muslim, Tibetan Buddhist, and Protestant communities at the July Ministerial to 
Advance Religious Freedom in Washington.  At the ministerial, the Vice President said, “religious persecution is 
growing in both scope and scale in the world’s most populous country, the People’s Republic of 
China….together with other religious minorities, Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians are often under attack.”  
On September 21, the Secretary of State said, “Hundreds of thousands and possibly millions of Uighurs are 
held against their will in so-called reeducation camps where they’re forced to endure severe political 
indoctrination and other awful abuses.  Their religious beliefs are decimated.  And we’re concerned too about 
the intense new government crackdown on Christians in China, which includes heinous actions like closing 
churches, burning Bibles, and ordering followers to sign papers renouncing their faith.” 
 
At the ministerial the United States, Canada, Kosovo, and the United Kingdom issued a statement that said, 
“As representatives of the international community, we are deeply concerned about the significant restrictions 
on religious freedom in China and call on the Chinese government to respect the human rights of all 
individuals.  Many members of religious minority groups in China – including Uighurs, Hui, and Kazakh 
Muslims; Tibetan Buddhists; Catholics; Protestants; and Falun Gong – face severe repression and 
discrimination because of their beliefs.  These communities consistently report incidents, in which the 
authorities allegedly torture, physically abuse, arbitrarily arrest, detain, sentence to prison, or harass 
adherents of both registered and unregistered religious groups for activities related to their religious beliefs 
and peaceful practices.” 
 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Submission to 42nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council, 3 September 2019 
5. On 1 February 2018 China’s State Council revisions to the 2005 Regulations on Religious Affairs came into 
effect. These measures strengthen state control over religious activities in China. Previously, there was for 
some time a large number of unregistered churches which were tolerated by the local authorities, despite 
official restrictions. Under Xi Jinping these unregistered churches are under increasing pressure. In 2018 and 
2019, numerous independent ‘house’ churches reported cases of harassment, fines, confiscation of property 
and forced closure of churches in Beijing, Guangdong, Sichuan, Henan, Guizhou and other places. 
6. In March 2018 Chinese state media announced that the United Front Work Department will now oversee 
ethnic and religious affairs in the country. This change is part of a restructuring of party agencies which places 
the government more directly under Party control. 
Protestant and Catholic churches 
 7. Both registered and unregistered Protestant churches and pastors have been personally and collectively 
penalised for peaceful religious activities. For example, the demolition of unregistered church buildings such as 
the 50,000-member Golden Lampstand (Jindengtai) Church in Shanxi Province; and the forced closure of 
unregistered churches such as 20-plus year old Home of Christ church in Shantou, Guangdong Province. 
8. Registered and unregistered churches have been forced by authorities to install CCTV monitoring inside 
rooms where church services take place. In September 2018, authorities shut down Beijing’s Zion Church after 
the church refused to install 24 closed-circuit cameras in the building. 
9. A large-scale crackdown on Early Rain Church in Chengdu, Sichuan Province began in 2018 when the 
authorities arrested over 100 members. Pastor Wang Yi is in detention having been accused of ‘inciting 
subversion’ and ‘illegal business activity’. His wife, Jiang Rong, was accused of ‘inciting subversion’ but has 
been released on bail. 
 

European Parliament, European Parliament resolution of 18 April 2019 on China, notably the 
situation of religious and ethnic minorities (2019/2690(RSP)), 18 April 2019 
B. whereas China has been successful in lifting 700 million people out of poverty, but whereas since President 
Xi Jinping assumed power in March 2013, the human rights situation in China has continued to deteriorate, 



 

38 
 

with the government stepping up its hostility towards peaceful dissent, the freedoms of expression and 
religion, and the rule of law; whereas the Chinese authorities have detained and prosecuted hundreds of 
human rights defenders, lawyers and journalists;  
C. whereas the new regulations on religious affairs that took effect on 1 February 2018 are more restrictive 
towards religious groups and activities, and force them to fall more closely into line with party policies; 
whereas freedom of religion and conscience has reached a new low point since the start of the economic 
reforms and the opening up of China in the late 1970s; whereas China is home to one of the largest 
populations of religious prisoners; 
D. whereas, while an accord was reached between the Holy See and the Chinese Government in September 
2018 concerning the appointments of bishops in China, the Christian religious communities have been facing 
increasing repression in China, with Christians, both in underground and government-approved churches, 
being targeted through the harassment and detention of believers, the demolition of churches, the 
confiscation of religious symbols and the crackdown on Christian gatherings; whereas Chinese authorities in 
some provinces do not allow persons under 18 years of age to attend religious activities; whereas in 
September 2018 China banned the Zion Church, the biggest house congregation in China with more than 1 500 
followers; [...] 
1. Is deeply concerned about the increasingly repressive regime that many religious and ethnic minorities, in 
particular Uyghurs and Kazakhs, Tibetans and Christians face, placing additional restraints on the constitutional 
guarantees of their right to freedom of cultural expression and religious belief, to freedom of speech and 
expression and to peaceful assembly and association; demands that the authorities respect these fundamental 
freedoms; [...] 
7. Calls on the Chinese authorities to end their campaigns against Christian congregations 
and organisations and to stop the harassment and detention of Christian pastors and 
priests and the forced demolitions of churches; 
 

US Commission on International Religious Freedom: United States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom 2019 Annual Report; Country Reports: Tier 1 Countries (Recommended for CPC 
Designation): China, April 2019 
 
Article 36 of China’s constitution grants citizens “freedom of religious belief” and directs the government 
to protect “normal religious activities.” However, this freedom is limited by the requirement that religious 
activities cannot “disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens or interfere with the educational system.” 
The constitution also bans religious organizations that are “subject to any foreign domination,” a provision the 
government has used to crack down on Uighur and other Muslims, Tibetan Buddhists, Christians, and other 
religious groups. [...] 
 
On February 1, the new Regulations on Religious Affairs came into effect, institutionalizing President 
Xi’s policy on religion. The regulations detail strict registration criteria for religious organizations. Although 
registering allows religious groups to apply for status as legal persons, many groups refuse to register 
because doing so requires submitting to the direction of state-sanctioned patriotic religious associations. 
The regulations ban “unauthorized” religious teaching and expand the role of local authorities in controlling 
religious activities. As a consequence, any religious activity conducted online must be reported to local 
religious affairs departments. Religious groups must also report any donations that exceed 100,000 yuan 
($15,900). The regulations effectively ended the legal gray area that had existed for independent religious 
activity since the early 1980s. 
In March 2018, the Chinese government announced that it was transferring jurisdiction over religious affairs 
from the State Administration of Religious Affairs (SARA)—a government institution—to the United Front 
Work Department (UFWD), an organ of the CCP. For many religious groups, this meant the end of working 
relationships they might have had with SARA officials and the removal of a buffer—however limited—between 
religion and party. In September, the UFWD launched its first nationwide program to monitor the 
implementation of religious policies in provinces and municipalities across the country.  
International criticism of China increased during the latter half of 2018 as the scale of the government’s 
crackdown on religious freedom and related human rights became more widely publicized. In August 2018, the 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN CERD) criticized the Chinese government’s 
repressive policies in Xinjiang and Tibet. 
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In September, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights called on China to allow UN investigators to visit 
Xinjiang and other locations in China (this had not happened by the end of the reporting period). On 
November 6, 2018, the Chinese government went before the UN Human Rights Council for its Universal 
Periodic Review. Representatives from 24 nations asked the Chinese government about religious freedom 
issues, but the Chinese delegation dismissed their questions as “not factual” and “politically driven.” At the 
end of the reporting period, several Muslim-majority countries—including Indonesia and Malaysia—had all 
publicly expressed concerns to the Chinese government about the mass incarceration of Uighur and other 
Muslims. [...]  
In 2018, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) became increasingly hostile toward religion and what it deemed 
to be “foreign” influences on certain religious groups. At a conference in April, President Xi told party cadres 
that religious adherents must “subordinate themselves to, and serve, the highest interests of the country” and 
“actively practice socialist core values.” The government-affiliated Chinese Christian Council and Chinese 
Islamic Association announced five-year plans to “sinicize” Christianity and Islam, respectively. 
 [...] 
The Chinese government also intensified its crackdown on Protestant groups that refused to join the state-run 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement (an estimated half to two-thirds of Protestants worship in unregistered house 
churches). According to religious freedom advocates, more than 5,000 Christians and 1,000 church leaders 
were arrested in 2018 because of their faith or religious practices (most of these arrests were shortterm 
detentions that did not lead to criminal charges). 
Authorities closed down or demolished thousands of churches or religious sites, including Zion Church in 
Beijing; the Golden Lampstand Church in Shanxi Province; and the Bible Reformed Church, House of 
David Church, and Rongguili Lane Church in Guangdong Province. On December 9, police officers raided the 
Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, and arrested Pastor Wang Yi and more than 100 
congregants. 
Some of the congregants who were later released claimed that police had beaten them and forced them to 
sign a pledge renouncing the church. In December 2018, Pastor Wang and his wife were charged with inciting 
“subversion of state power”; at the end of the reporting period, they remained in secret detention while 
awaiting trial. 
Even house churches that were not shut down faced increased restrictions on their ability to conduct religious 
activity, and in April, the government banned online sales of the Bible. There were numerous reports 
throughout 2018 of authorities attempting to replace crosses, pictures of Jesus, and other symbols of the 
Christian faith with images of Xi Jinping. In Henan Province, local authorities required churches to remove 
the first commandment from lists of the Ten Commandments on the grounds that it placed loyalty to God 
above loyalty to the CCP. Hu Shigen, a church leader and religious freedom advocate, who was sentenced in 
2016 to a 7.5-year sentence for “subversion of government power,” remained in prison. Throughout the year, 
USCIRF advocated on behalf of Mr. Hu as part of the Commission’s Religious Prisoners of Conscience Project. 
[...] 
Throughout 2018, U.S. government officials voiced concern about deteriorating religious freedom conditions in 
China. On May 23, Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo raised the issue of religious freedom when Chinese 
state councilor Wang Yi visited Washington, DC. A State Department spokesperson 
also condemned the Chinese government’s conviction of Tashi Wangchuk and its harassment of the Early 
Rain Covenant Church. At the July 2018 Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom held in Washington, DC, 
participating delegations issued a Statement on China concerning the government’s “significant restrictions 
on religious freedom.” In an October 2018 speech, Vice President Michael R. Pence warned that “a new wave 
of persecution is crashing down on Chinese Christians, Buddhists, and Muslims.” In November, the United 
States also expressed concern about the Chinese government’s lack of adherence to its international 
obligations on religious freedom at the second U.S.- China Diplomatic and Security Dialogue. 
Also in November, during the UN Universal Periodic Review of China, the U.S. delegation called upon 
the Chinese government to release all Uighur Muslims held in arbitrary detention; release any human rights 
defenders currently imprisoned, including Tashi Wangchuk, Ilham Tohti, Huang Qi, and Wang Quanzhang; 
and cease interference in the selection and education of Tibetan religious leaders. The United States also 
asked about the Falun Gong and Christian church closures in written questions submitted in advance. 
Congress continued to criticize China’s crackdown on religious freedom in 2018. In December, 
Congress passed the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (P.L. 115-409), which mandated appropriations for U.S. 
government efforts to counter China’s strategic influence and expressed “grave concern” about constraints on 
religious freedom. [...] 
INDIVIDUAL VIEWS OF CHAIR TENZIN DORJEE 
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If there is one country in the world that epitomizes CPC designation it is China. Religious freedom only exists 
in name but not in reality in China. China has sinicized and securitized religions for a political agenda. 

 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide: China: Freedom of religion or belief, September 2018 
 
There has been a marked deterioration in the overall protection of human rights in China from 2013 to the 
present. The realisation of the right to FoRB for religion and belief communities in China remains a mixed 
picture, and conditions vary according to religion, location, ethnicity, attitudes of local officials as well as other 
factors. However, a tightening of government policy has ensured that conditions have worsened significantly 
for many religious groups not registered with the state-sanctioned system, while certain registered religious 
groups have also had their activities and practices restricted. 
Adherents of Islam and Christianity have been particularly affected. State-sanctioned ‘Three Self’ churches 
must demonstrate their commitment to the ‘sinicisation’ of religion by removing religious symbols, singing 
patriotic, pro-Communist songs in church services and  flying the national  flag. Unregistered ‘house’ churches 
have come under increasing pressure to close and are subject to intrusive surveillance, intimidation, detention 
and  fines. [...] 
On 7 September 2017 China’s State Council released a set of revisions to the 2005 Regulations on Religious A 
airs, which came into effect on 1 February 2018 and include special provisions on national security and foreign 
connections. These measures strengthen state control over religious activities in China. Although the 2005 
regulations already placed religion under the supervision of the state, in practice, some religious communities, 
including a large number of unregistered churches, have existed in a grey area where they have been tolerated 
by the local authorities. Under Xi Jinping and the new regulations this grey area is being shut down, and 
unregistered ‘house’ churches are under increasing pressure to either register or disband. 
In addition, in March 2018 Chinese state media announced that the United Front Work Department, an agency 
of the Communist Party of China, will now oversee ethnic and religious a airs in the country. Previously, 
religious affairs were managed by the State Administration of Religious Affairs Affairs (SARA), and registered 
religious organisations were overseen by state-sanctioned associations. These changes are part of a 
restructuring of party agencies which places the government more directly under Party control. 
Protestant and Catholic churches 
Both registered and unregistered Protestant churches and pastors who have overstepped the boundaries of 
what the authorities allow have been personally and collectively penalised. Living Stone Church, an 
unregistered Protestant church founded in 2009 in Guiyang City, Guizhou Province has experienced 
increasingly repressive measures by the authorities. The church’s rapid growth – at one time the church had 
over 700 members – drew the attention of the authorities, who have monitored and interfered in church 
activities. 
A ‘Rectification Order’ received by the church on 18 November 2015 from the Nanming District City Urban 
Administrative and Law Enforcement Bureau stated that the church’s use of a commercial building was illegal. 
Several church members were then detained or  ned in connection with the case, and on 6 January 2017 
Pastor Yang Hua was sentenced to two and a half years in prison. Another pastor in the church, Su Tianfu, was 
sentenced to one year in prison, suspended for two years with a further six months’ residential surveillance, in 
May 2018. 
In 2018 CSW learned of extremely concerning violations against Catholic and Protestant churches in Henan 
Province, where authorities have demolished crosses and churches, destroyed religious materials, and 
forbidden children from attending serves in Protestant and Catholic churches. From March to June, dozens of 
independent ‘house’ churches also reported cases of harassment,  fines, confiscation of property and forced 
closure of churches in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong, Sichuan, Henan, Guizhou and other places. [...]  
 

Radio Free Asia, China Bans Christmas Gatherings Among Its Christians, 12 December 2019 
 
Authorities across China are warning members of Christian churches not to try holding public gatherings to 
celebrate Christmas, church members told RFA. 
 
Members of unofficial Protestant "house churches" in the southern province of Guangdong, the eastern 
province of Shandong and the southwestern provinces of Yunnan, Sichuan and Guizhou have been contacted 
by police and warned off holding any events. 
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"We are afraid to meet in public [because such meetings] have been designated illegal gatherings," a 
Shandong pastor who gave only the name John said on Tuesday. 
 
He said the ban appeared to apply to churches that had so far resisted joining the ruling Chinese Communist 
Party's approved Three Self Patriotic Association for government-registered Protestant groups. 
 
"We can’t do Christmas this year; we can’t have any activities on Christmas," he said. "We celebrated it a few 
days ago in different groups, whereas in the past we were able to celebrate it with thousands of people 
coming together." 
 
A pastor of a house church in Sichuan surnamed Li said his church was under a similar ban. 
 
"We're not allowed to celebrate Christmas here, and it's the same across the whole country," said Li, whose 
church has more than 1,000 members who have been able to celebrate together in previous years. 
 
A member of a house church in Nanyang city, Henan province said his church had been visited on Sunday by 
officials from the local bureau of religious affairs. 
 
"The church is closed now, so we are holding smaller gatherings in people's homes that they don't know 
about," the church member said. 
 
"We hold Christmas in small gatherings, meeting early and in secret." 
 
A pastor of Guangzhou's Guangfu Church said similar restrictions were in place on his church, and that 
Christmas decorations were no longer visible in shopping malls and other public spaces. [...] 
 
The disciplinary arm of the ruling Chinese Communist Party has banned its members and government officials 
from celebrating Christmas, likening the practice to "spiritual opium" for members of the atheist party. 
 

Radio Free Asia, Prosecutors in China's Sichuan Pin 'Illegal Business" Charge on Early Rain Pastor, 18 
July 2019 
Authorities in the southwestern Chinese province of Sichuan are investigating Early Rain Covenant Church 
pastor Wang Yi on charges of "incitement to subvert state power" and "illegal business activities." 
 
Wang, who founded the church, was detained by police in Sichuan's provincial capital Chengdu on Dec. 14, 
2018 on suspicion of "incitement to subvert state power," alongside dozens of church members in a raid that 
prompted an international outcry. 
 
But while the majority of those detained in the wake of the crackdown have since been released, Wang 
remains behind bars, even though the statutory investigation period on his case has lapsed, his attorney said in 
a post to Facebook. [...]  
Around half of the church's original membership remain under close surveillance by police, according to a 
Christian surnamed Li. 
 
"There's nothing we can do," Li said. "Any more than about five or six people gathered together will attract 
attention ... and if they find you, you will be detained." 
 
"Around 50 to 60 percent of Early Rain members are currently under surveillance right now," she said. "Their 
phones and [social media accounts on] WeChat are being monitored." [...] 
Church elders Li Yingqiang and Zhang Defu are also under criminal detention on charges of "picking quarrels 
and stirring up trouble," and "running an illegal business." 
 
Wang Yi had earlier published an essay critical of the government’s tight control over religion, and calling on 
China’s Christians to resist and peacefully disobey new rules issued by the ruling Chinese Communist Party 
severely restricting the activities of religious organizations. 
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Xu Yonghai, an elder of the Beijing Protestant house church Christian Saints Love Fellowship, said the Chinese 
government is increasingly using trumped-up "illegal business" charges to target Christian organizations. 
 
"This charge makes no sense, because there are no business activities," Xu said. "All the Bibles are given away 
for nothing. A lot of churches give away Bibles that aren't official publications, so there's no business being run 
here at all." [...] 
A crackdown on Protestant churches in the eastern province of Zhejiang has widened and intensified to other 
regions of China during the past year, church members have told RFA. 
 

Church Times, Religious freedom ‘at 40-year-low in China’, 3 May 2019 
WARNINGS that religious freedom in China is at a 40-year low, and that the country is home to one of the 
largest populations of religious prisoners in the world, were the backdrop to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
visit last week. 
In its annual report, released on Monday, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom 
(USCIRF) said that the international community was “increasingly responsible for allowing the Chinese 
government . . . to get away with systematic, ongoing, egregious violations of religious freedom without 
consequence or accountability”. 
 
It noted the detention of up to two million Uighur Muslims in “concentration camps” (News, 14 December 
2018). 
 
In a resolution passed on 18 April, the European Parliament said that freedom of religion and conscience had 
“reached a new low point since the start of the economic reforms and the opening up of China in the late 
1970s”. Christians were subject to “increasing repression . . . targeted through the harassment and detention 
of believers, the demolition of churches, the confiscation of religious symbols, and the crackdown on Christian 
gatherings”. 
 
The Archbishop visited China from Wednesday to Friday last week, before attending the Anglican Consultative 
Council meeting in Hong Kong. His second visit as Archbishop was hosted by the National Committee of the 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Churches in China/China Christian Council, a body authorised 
by the Chinese government, and the National Religious Affairs Administration. 
 
The visit would enable him to meet the new Protestant church leaders elected at the tenth National Chinese 
Christian Conference in November 2018, Lambeth Palace said, “and to develop the already strong relationship 
between the Church in China and the Anglican Communion”. 
 
It is estimated that half to two-thirds of Protestants in China worship in house churches not registered with the 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement. The USCIRF reports that the Chinese government raided or closed down 
hundreds of these churches, including Zion Church, Rongguili Church, and Early Rain Covenant Church, last 
year. It also notes that the China Christian Council has announced a five-year plan to “sinicize” Christianity in 
the country. 
 
Religious repression in China has received increasing attention in recent months, focusing on the detention of 
Uighur Muslims in the Xinjiang region. 

 
Bitter Winter, House Churches in Danger of Being Labeled Xie Jiao, 28 February 2019 
The label xie jiao, reserved for banned “heterodox teachings,” is now increasingly applied to “normal” house 
churches. 
They do not accept government control; have overseas ties; have a large number of members; actively preach 
the Gospel; read banned spiritual books… These are the characteristics of the largest house churches in China 
today. But these are also the characteristics of the so-called xie jiao groups that the government violently 
suppresses. Chinese publications in English misleadingly translate xie jiao as “evil cults,” but a better 
translation is “heterodox teachings.” In theory, what teachings are “heterodox” and prohibited is determined 
by the government, an old practice dating back to the Ming Dynasty era. Your religion is a xie jiao if the CCP 
has included it in the list of the xie jiao. 
 



 

43 
 

In Xi Jinping’s China, however, general hostility to religion leads to administrative practices going beyond the 
laws and regulations. Increasingly, the label xie jiao is used against groups that are not in the list of the xie jiao. 
 
A junior government official in northeastern China’s Jilin Province posted the following notice last July on the 
WeChat group for villagers under his jurisdiction, “The central government is now making great efforts to 
arrest those who believe in God and is taking down all the crosses hanging in homes. If [a religion] doesn’t 
have a permit, then it’s designated as a xie jiao, and you must not attend gatherings anymore.” 
 
“If it doesn’t have a permit, then it’s a xie jiao?” some Christians in the village asked each other. “Does that 
mean every house church is a xie jiao? What exactly are the government’s measurement criteria?” 
 
In the minds of some Chinese officials, making veiled criticisms of the government and not accepting the 
government’s leadership means that a person or group is anti-Party and anti-government. These are among 
the standard characteristics of a xie jiao. 
 
Two high profile closures of non-official churches in 2018 illustrate the trend to label all non-permitted 
churches as xie jiao: Beijing Zion Church and Chengdu Early Rain Covenant Church. During the official 
investigation before the closure, believers from Zion Church reported that police claimed the church was “anti-
Party, anti-government, politically incorrect and xie jiao.” Similarly, Christians arrested at Chengdu Early Rain 
report that police accused them of attending “an illegal church and a xie jiao organization.” 
Pastor Francis Liu from the San Francisco-based Chinese Christian Fellowship of Righteousness said, “It has 
been reported through many channels that the police tell the people they have arrested that their churches 
are illegal churches, that their religious beliefs are wrong, and that their organization is a xie jiao. As long as 
the organization is unfavorable toward them [the government], or they believe that it is organized and poses a 
threat to their rule, they will brand it as a xie jiao.” 
 

 
Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, DFAT COUNTRY INFORMATION 
REPORTPEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, 3 October 2019 
3.29 In 2018, the Government attempted to regulate religious groups to prevent challenges to CCP and 
Government control. As religious observance has grown, the CCP has increased oversight and worked to 
tighten control over state-sanctioned religious organisations. Nevertheless, despite the atheist nature of the 
ruling CCP, as many as 25 per cent of Party officials in some localities are estimated to engage in some type of 
religious activity (mostly associated with Buddhism or folk religion). [...] 
 
3.39 Historically, the CCP’s United Front Work Department (UFWD), State Administration for Religious 
Affairs (SARA), and the Ministry of Civil Affairs provided policy guidance and supervision on the 
implementation of the regulations. However, in 2018 the CCP moved religious affairs under the direct purview 
of the UFWD, and thus the CCPs Central Committee. To ‘ensure centralised and unified leadership,’ the UFWD 
absorbed  SARA and has direct oversight of the State Ethnic Affairs Commission and the Overseas Chinese 
Affairs Office, and has been elevated to a level of importance not seen since 1949. 
3.40 The conditions governing the establishment of religious bodies and religious sites, the publication of 
religious material, and the conduct of religious education and personnel are outlined in the Regulations on 
Religious Affairs (RRA). In April 2017, President Xi called on CCP officials working in religious administration to 
reassert the Party’s ‘guiding’ role in religious affairs. Xi’s speech emphasised the need to ‘sinicise’ religion, to 
ensure religious rights did not impinge on CCP authority, and to enforce the prohibition on Party members 
from belonging to any religion. In September 2017, the State Council approved revisions to the 2005 RRA, 
which came into effect on 1 February 2018. The RRAs devolve substantial powers and responsibility to local 
authorities to prevent illegal religious behaviour, including undue influence from foreign organisations. Local 
authorities have significant discretion in interpreting and implementing the regulations at the provincial level. 
3.41 The 2018 RRAs ‘protect citizens’ freedom of religious belief, maintain religious and social harmony and 
regulate the management of religious affairs,’ and give state-registered religious organisations rights to 
possess property, publish literature, train, and approve clergy, collect donations, and proselytise within (but 
not outside) registered places of worship and in private settings (but not in public). Government subsidies are 
also available for the construction of state-sanctioned places of worship and religious schools. [...] 
3.43 The devolution of enforcement of the RRAs to local government and Party authorities also affects 
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unregistered Christian churches. Historically, those involved with unregistered churches could be charged with 
fraud. However, under the RRA it is now considered a crime to organise people for the purpose of religion 
(with a particular focus on the organisers). [..] 
3.44 Broadly speaking, religious practice in China is possible within state-sanctioned boundaries, as long as 
such practices do not challenge the interests or authority of the Chinese government. While practice of 
nonrecognised faiths or by unregistered organisations is illegal and vulnerable to punitive official action, it is, 
to some degree, tolerated, especially in relation to traditional Chinese beliefs. Nevertheless, restrictions on 
religious organisations vary widely according to local conditions, and can be inconsistent or lack transparency, 
making it difficult to form general conclusions. [...] 
3.46 Members of religious groups claim government authorities continue to press to install CCTV at all 
religious sites, and failure to comply can lead to authorities cutting power and water, or restricting rental 
space to pressure compliance. According to media, in April 2018, the Zion Church in Beijing (one of Beijing’s 
largest unofficial Protestant house churches) refused a request from government authorities to install 24 CCTV 
cameras, including in worship areas, for security purposes. Churchgoers were reportedly harassed by police 
and state security officials at their homes and places of employment, and the Zion Church was evicted by its 
landlord. 
3.47 Regulations prohibiting proselytising are generally enforced across Chinese cities. Public expressions 
of faith are more vulnerable to adverse treatment than private worship (including in small groups). In 
Rongcheng, Shandong, an Social Credit System (SCS) pilot area (see The Social Credit System and Security 
Situation), residents of First Morning Light, a neighbourhood of 5,100 families, have taken the official 
Rongcheng SCS pilot a few steps further and introduced their own SCS penalties for ‘illegally spreading 
religion.’ DFAT is aware of reports of foreigners, including religious missions, being refused entry at churches 
due to pressure from local authorities. 
3.48 DFAT assesses an individual’s ability to practise religion can be influenced by whether the individual 
exercises faith in registered or unregistered institutions, whether they practice openly or privately, and 
whether or not an individual’s religious expression is perceived by the CCP to be closely tied to other ethnic, 
political and security issues. [...] 
Christians 
[...] 3.77 In addition to state-sanctioned Catholic and (non-denominational) Protestant churches in China, SARA 
historically permitted friends and family to hold small, informal prayer meetings without official registration. 
This, combined with the controlled nature of religious worship amongst registered Christian institutions, has 
led to the proliferation of sizeable unregistered Christian communities in both rural and urban China. 
Independent churches, otherwise known as ‘house’ or ‘family’ churches (for Protestant organisations), and 
‘underground’ churches (for Catholic organisations) are private religious forums that adherents create in their 
own homes or other places of worship. ‘House’ or ‘underground’ churches vary in size from around 30 to 
several thousand participants/attendees. 
3.78 There has been an increase in state control of both registered and unregistered churches in recent 
years, including targeted campaigns to remove hundreds of rooftop crosses from churches, forced demolitions 
of churches, and harassment and imprisonment of Christian pastors and priests (see Government Framework 
regarding religion). Some churches deliberately restrict their numbers to avoid attracting adverse official 
attention. Government officials are more likely to scrutinise churches with foreign affiliations, or those that 
develop large or influential local networks, and house churches are under pressure to ‘sinicise’ their religious 
teachings. 
3.79 Leaders of both registered and unregistered churches are also subject to greater scrutiny than 
ordinary worshippers are, and leaders of registered churches must obtain permission to travel abroad. Church 
leaders (registered or unregistered) who participate in protest activity on behalf of their congregations or 
elsewhere are at high risk of official sanction, but this is likely to relate more to their activism than to their 
religious affiliation or practice (see Political Opinion (actual or Imputed) and Protesters/petitioners). 
3.80 Religious NGOs claim that, while pressure on Christian groups differs from province to province, a 
trend of increased pressure on Christian groups normalised across provinces in 2018. Authorities apply 
pressure to Christian churches during monthly ‘tea’ meetings. According to media, authorities cracked down 
on Christmas celebrations in December 2018. Several cities, schools and government institutions issued 
instructions not to celebrate Christmas and to promote Chinese culture instead, and at least four cities and 
one county issued a ban on Christmas decorations. In Langfei, Hebei province, authorities ordered the removal 
of all Christmas decorations and stopped shops selling Christmas-themed products to ‘maintain stability.’ In 
Changsha, Hunan province, the education bureau issued a directive to schools not to celebrate ‘western 
festivals’ such as Christmas, and not to put up decorations, post related messages or exchange gifts. 
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Nevertheless, DFAT notes Christmas decorations were still visible in some department stores in major cities 
across China. 
3.81 In December 2018, police raided a children’s bible class in Guangzhou, and shut down the Early Rain 
Covenant Church in Chengdu, arresting 100 members and keeping others under close surveillance in 
December 2018. In September 2018, one of China’s largest underground churches, Beijing Zion Church, was 
shut down (see Government Framework regarding religion). Members of the Early Rain Covenant Church were 
detained by authorities in June 2018 due to plans to hold a prayer service to mark the anniversary of 
Tiananmen Square and, in May 2018, due to plans to hold a prayer service to mark the tenth anniversary of 
the Sichuan earthquake.  
 
3.82 Heightened government sensitivity over foreign influence creates difficulties for prominent members 
of unregistered churches seeking to travel abroad, particularly for religious events, and for foreign church 
organisations to work, or liaise with registered churches, in China. NGOs report increasing difficulties for 
mainland Christians seeking to travel to Hong Kong or Macau for religious activities, and for Christian NGOs or 
activists from Hong Kong and Macau to travel to the mainland. 
3.83 DFAT assesses members of unregistered churches who participate in human rights activism are at high 
risk of official discrimination and violence, as are their families (see Political Opinion (actual or Imputed). DFAT 
assesses the adverse attention relates to their activism and association with unregistered (and illegal) 
organisations, rather than specifically to their Christian faith. 
Protestants 
3.84 The Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), established in 1949, oversees China’s ‘postdenominational’ 
(non-denominational) Protestant church and is estimated to have 23 to 30 million members 
(official statistics). The ‘Three-Self’ is a Chinese abbreviation for the church’s three principles of 
selfadministration, self-financing and self-evangelisation. The Chinese Christian Council (CCC) and the TSPM 
supervise approximately 60,000 registered Protestant churches and several hundred thousand affiliated 
meeting points. 
3.85 The TSPM operates seminaries in Liaoning, Zhejiang, Heilongjiang, Guangdong, Fujian, Jiangsu, 
Shandong and Nanjing, as well as many bible schools across the country. Unlike other religions, sources report 
the government provides financial support to TSPM seminaries, and TSPM seminaries are required to play an 
informal role in implementing government policy and regulations on religion (see RRA, Government 
Framework regarding religion), and monitoring provincial churches. 
3.86 Between 100 and 200 students are estimated to study at each TSPM seminary each year. TPSM 
seminary study is four-years long, and graduates are required to return to teach at their original church on 
completion of the course, and to return to their TSPM seminary every three years (while under 60 years of 
age). Qualifications from foreign seminaries are not recognised in China. TSPM believers are not permitted to 
proselytise outside of church or seminary walls, and TSPM seminaries require provincial-level approval from 
the TSPM committee to invite foreign religious leaders to visit the seminary. Sources report the demographics 
of TPSM followers are shifting. Historically, believers were mostly older and female, whereas there is a growing 
trend of younger adults with higher levels of education joining TSPM. 
3.87 Estimates of numbers of unregistered Protestants in China vary from around 30 million to over 100 
million. Unregistered Protestant churches risk adverse treatment by authorities due to their illegal status. 
Adverse treatment can include raids and destruction of church property, pressure to join or report to 
government-sanctioned religious organisations and, on occasion, violence and criminal sanction, particularly 
in response to land disputes with local authorities. DFAT is aware of, but cannot verify, reports of authorities 
pressuring house churches by cutting off electricity or forcing landlords to evict members. Some members of 
house churches claim to have been able to use registered church facilities for weddings, or to purchase bibles. 
Others have reported difficulties in hiring even commercial facilities such as hotels or restaurants, because of 
their association with illegal churches. Christian organisations report house church members were arrested in 
2017 for refusing to register with the TSPM, and Christian schools were closed for ‘brainwashing’ children. 
3.88 The Zhejiang provincial government’s 2013 urban renewal campaign led to the demolition of several 
hundred unregistered churches. In 2017, the US Commission on International Religious Freedom reported 
over 1,500 church demolitions or removals of crosses since 2014. The government has punished church  
leaders who oppose the campaign with heavy prison sentences (up to 14 years) on public disorder charges, as 
well as apparently unrelated charges such as embezzlement. In May 2019, media and Christian advocacy 
groups reported the government launched a new campaign called ‘Return to Zero’ in April 2019, aimed at 
eradicating underground house churches and ensuring only state sanctioned and heavily restricted TPSM 
churches remained functional. Authorities have also targeted lawyers defending the church leaders (see 
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Human Rights Defenders (including Lawyers)). 
 

Bitter Winter, The CCP Secret Plan Revealed: Eradicate House Churches in Two Years, 6 August 2019 
 
Bitter Winter has learned that police in different provinces tell openly believers that the CCP plans to eliminate 
all independent house churches that are not part of the government-controlled Three Self Church within the 
next two years. 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, China: Christian proselytism; treatment of Christians who 
proselytize, particularly in Guangdong and Fujian (2016-October 2018) Research Directorate, Immigration and 
Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa, 27 September 2018 
Sources report that religious proselytism is restricted by authorities in China (Associate Professor of Political 
Science 25 Sept. 2018; US 29 May 2018, 8; Freedom House Feb. 2017, 46). A Lecturer in Chinese Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh who has studied interactions between religion and the state in China, particularly with 
regards to Christian churches, stated, in correspondence with the Research Directorate, that "[t]he space for 
public proselytism has significantly been reduced" in recent years (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018). [...] 
According to sources, the Chinese government has been exercising tighter control over religious activities in 
recent years (Associate Professor of Political Science 25 Sept. 2018; US 25 Apr. 2018, 31; RFA 28 Feb. 2017). 
Sources indicate that the Chinese government issued updated Regulations on Religious Affairs in 2017 (US 9 
Nov. 2017; OSV 4 Oct. 2017; ChinaSource 13 Sept. 2017). The updated regulations came into force in February 
2018 (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 2018; US 25 Apr. 2018, 31). [...] 
2. Christian Proselytism in China 
Sources indicate that Christians continue to engage in proselytism in China (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018; Senior 
Lecturer 23 Sept. 2018; Freedom House Feb. 2017, 46). The Lecturer stated that some Christian groups and 
individuals are still able to conduct proselytism through distributing "'gospel tracts'," inviting people to attend 
church services, sharing their beliefs with others, and preaching at funerals and weddings (Lecturer 1 Oct. 
2018). In correspondence with the Research Directorate, an associate professor of political science at Loyola 
University, who studies the politics of religion in China, stated that proselytism "frequently takes place in many 
different places, in private conversations, despite the state’s efforts to prohibit it" (Associate Professor of 
Political Science 25 Sept. 2018). A former Executive Secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council (HKCC) [2] 
stated, in correspondence with the Research Directorate, that Christian proselytism still "widely" exists in 
China, "within the confines of the law, e.g. within the religious venue[s] registered with the government, not in 
the public domain, and not to minors" (Former Executive Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). An associate professor of 
sociology at the University of Hong Kong who studies religion and spirituality in China, stated, in 
correspondence with the Research Directorate, that [translation] "proselytism is still very actively going on in 
China, but not openly and publicly; rather, [it is done] through interpersonal relationship networks" (Associate 
Professor of Sociology 18 Sept. 2018). Similarly, the ChinaAid representative noted that "[s]ome churches do 
also proselytize covertly" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018a). According to Freedom House, Christians undertake 
"discreet outreach efforts" such as charity work, to "indirectly demonstrate to nonbelievers the positive 
impact that the religion could have on individuals and Chinese society, and give Christians an opportunity to 
interact with strangers and discreetly share the principles and benefits of their faith" (Freedom House Feb. 
2017, 46). 
 
The ChinaAid representative stated that "[m]any Christians in China still attempt to share their faith, despite 
restrictions against it. Some will even hand out Christian materials, and have been taken into police custody for 
it" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). The same source added that "[i]mprisoned Christians also attempt to share their 
faith with those around them and have gained converts because of it" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). 
 
3. Treatment of Christians Who Proselytize 
The former Executive Secretary stated that there are "no consequences" for those who proselytize within the 
limits imposed by the state regulations (Former Executive Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). However, according to the 
ChinaAid representative, "[t]hose who proselytize, regardless of where they are located in the country, are 
often arrested or otherwise harassed by the government" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). According to the 
Lecturer, "[c]onsequences vary" for those who proselytize, explaining that, 
 
[s]ome officials will be "hard line" and those accused of/caught engaging in proselytism could be detained (and 
even mistreated). Some officials will take a less hard line approach and may try to intimidate church 
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leaders/those engaged in proselytism outside designated "religious activities venues". Sometimes, officials will 
simply pay a visit/make a phone call and ask an individual/group to stop or "tone down" their activities. 
(Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018) [..] 
The Distinguished Professor indicated that "the government has been implementing the new regulations in a 
very strict way" (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 2018). In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a 
professor at the Australian National University who studies Chinese politics and the Chinese legal system 
stated, after consulting with a colleague who has specifically studied Christianity in China, that "the situation 
has become much worse" for Christians in China in recent years (Professor 18 Sept. 2018). The same source 
explained the following: 
 
I can say unequivocally that this year in particular, there has been a further clamping down on Christians all 
over the country. The government has just announced that they are bringing in new laws to make it illegal to 
proselytize and to read [any] material that is [related to proselytism] in any form, including on the web. … This 
is the worst it has been in decades, since the Cultural Revolution. (Professor 18 Sept. 2018) 
 

China Aid, 2019 Annual Report, Chinese Government Persecution of Churches and Christians in 
Mainland China, 28 February 2020 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) high-ranking officials proposed “religious ideological system with Chinese 
characteristics” for the first time 
On Feb 1, Wang Yang, the president of Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and a 
member of the Politburo Standing Committee, attended a new-year celebration meeting for leaders of 
religious groups across China and stressed “adhering to Sinicization of religion, exploring and establishing 
religious ideological systems, institutional structures, and ceremonial styles with Chinese characteristics.” 
On Nov. 26, the CPPCC’s ethnic and religious affairs bureau convened religious leaders across China to discuss 
ways to “use core socialist values to guide religious groups to reinterpret religious doctrine to ensure that it 
meet the requirements of the progressing times.” In his speech, Wang Yang emphasized gradually developing 
a religious ideological system that shows Chinese characteristics and meets the requirements of progressive 
times and solidifying the ideological foundation of adapting religion to socialist society. The meeting required a 
comprehensive re- evaluation of religious canon, including reinterpreting, revising, and re-translating the 
content that does not fit with the progressing times. [...] 
3. Shanghai, Jiangxi, Jiangsu successively completed the revision of provincial- level religious affairs regulations 
In August, the Standing Committee of the Zhejiang Provincial People’s Congress reviewed and passed the 
newly revised Zhejiang Provincial Regulations on Religious Affairs, which took effect on Nov. 1. The new 
regulations clearly stressed all religions’ adherence to the path of Sinicization and practice of core socialist 
values, and the exemption of religious groups, religious schools and institutes, religious activity sites and 
religious affairs from the dominance of foreign influence. Zhejiang province is the most aggressive in 
suppressing Christianity and the starting place of the cross demolition campaign. Besides Zhejiang, Shanghai 
and Jiangxi have also finished the provincial-level revision of religious affairs regulations. [...]  
6. Beijing’s campaign against house churches 
In early May, news circulated online that the Beijing government will start a “resetting to zero” campaign, 
focusing on “removing the size, the organization, and the institution” of house churches.This campaign was to 
be supervised by the CCP’s Central Committee’s Inspection Team. Public security departments would combat 
violations of the law, street affairs offices would be in charge of security defense, while religious affairs 
departments would make sure to adopt house churches into the Three-Self church system. 
II. Overview of government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland China in 2019 
i. Suppressing churches on all fronts and disrupting regular religious activities 
Churches demolished by force or faced demotion in Shaanxi, Hubei, Inner Mongolia, Jiangxi, Tianjin, Anhui, 
Hebei, Henan, and Jiangsu 
On April 4, the authorities in Shaanxi province’s Qianyang County razed the only Catholic church in the city to 
the ground. A bulldozer reduced the two-story building to rubble under the supervision of a group of 
policemen. The reasons for the destruction are still unclear. 
In Shaanxi province’s Fengxiang Parish, a Saint Mary’s pilgrimage site faced forced demolition by at least 600 
communist authorities, who demanded the whole parish join the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association. All 
congregants sat quietly on the stairs at the site to guard it. 
On April 12, Xuwan Catholic Church in Xiantao District, Wuhan, Hubei province, was demolished by force. 
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On April 20, the authorities in Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, demolished a three-story Christian church in Yuquan 
District, taking away Christians who attempted to stop the demolition. Several hundred believers sang hymns 
and prayed at the site as the church was being demolished. 
Since May 1, some unregistered church groups in Jiangxi province’s Yujiang Parish received a notice that 
Proclamation Church would face demolition. 
Chinese Evangelical Church in Tanghe County, Henan province, was demolished after the congregation refused 
to donate the church building to the government. On April 25, the county court issued a notice ordering the 
church’s leader, Zhang Yongcheng, to demolish the structure before April 26 and threatened forcing the 
demolition if Zhang failed to comply. Zhang was also summoned to appear in court. On the night of May 16, 
the church was bulldozed. Zhang received a notice demanding a fine of 50,000 yuan [$7,151.13 USD]. Per the 
notice, if he refuses to pay, his property will be sealed off. He was also requested to pay the church’s 
demolition cost. Zhang was too scared to go home, and his son was intimidated at school. On September 24, 
Zhang was taken into police custody. 
At the night of May 6, Shenliuzhuang Catholic Church, a government-sanctioned church in Hebei province’s 
Handan, built with the approval of the religious affairs department, was demolished by the local government. 
According to certain government officials, the church and its Christian logos were overly conspicuous and 
affected vehicles passing by it. According to a notice delivered to Handan Parish, 24 government-sanctioned 
churches without permits obtained after 2008 must be demolished. 
The century-old Xigu Church in Tianjin faced demolition at the hands of the authorities. The church’s history 
traces back to American Methodist Church, which purchased the property in 1906. After the Chinese 
Communist Party took power in 1949, Xigu Church was shut down until 2003, when the property was returned 
to the church as a result of the its congregants’ great 
 11 
 efforts. At the night of May 19, in an attempt to stop demolition, the church’s pastor was beaten and had to 
be hospitalized. Church attendees’ camcorders were also taken away by force. 
At 11:30 p.m. on July 12, a house church in Zhengzhou, Henan, was suddenly besieged by more than 100 
people. A man staying at the church was ganged up on by more than 10 people and beaten up. The tendons on 
his hands were cut, and he was sent to the hospital for urgent care. Except for a small amount of furniture and 
items, everything in the church was buried under rubble after the church was razed. 
On June 22, when about 60 officials headed, by the director of the religious affairs bureau, stormed True Jesus 
Church. Authorities cut off the church’s electrical supply before climbing into the courtyard to break the gate’s 
lock and enter the building, where about 200 believers were meeting. Alleging the church was engaging in 
“illegal fundraising” and was, thus, an “illegal building,” the director of the religious affairs bureau ordered the 
church to disperse. He informed congregants the church would be converted into a nursing home. 
However, the congregation refused to comply. Over the following weeks, police continued to harass the 
church, frequently surveilling and recording services from the entrance. At about 3:00 a.m. on July 26, nearly 
1,000 personnel from several county departments gathered at a nearby school, getting ready for an operation 
to forcibly demolish the church. Police blockaded all the roads leading to the church, stormed inside, and 
began dragging out congregants who were guarding the church. Two elderly believers were injured; one was 
taken to the hospital because her blood pressure spiked from the stress. After thoroughly searching the 
church, the police took away a piano and four air-conditioning units, and pushed computers, refrigerators, and 
church members’ personal items to the ground to be buried in the rubble. Three days later, the church, worth 
about 10 million RMB (about $1,400,000) was razed. After removing all the broken bricks and tiles, a new lawn 
with saplings was planted in place of the church, bearing no trace of its existence. 
The Ezhou-based Egangqiao House Church is one of the very few non-official churches in China which has a 
church building and several hundred attendees. In early 2018, authorities demanded demolition and 
relocation, which the church refused. Its pastor, Hao Zhiwei was arrested for fraud on July 31, 2019, and the 
church was demolished in August. 
In the afternoon of Oct. 18, Anhui officials dispatched a squad and anti-riot team to demolish a Three-Self 
Church in the jurisdiction of Funan County. Due to lack of a prior notice, there was no time for the church 
members to move anything, and everything inside the church was destroyed. The Funan County government 
claimed that the church was located in the zone of structural reform and land confiscation but refused to offer 
any compensation to the church. The church leaders denied having received any legal papers in advance. The 
church was told to close its south door for the sake of construction security and use the east door during the 
construction timeframe between Oct. 14 and Oct. 18. However, it was later told to stop all religious activities. 
3,000 attendees were forced to meet at a shaky building, which could only hold several hundred people. As 
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the demolition went on, some church attendees got on their knees to beg the police and squad agents to stop, 
but nothing worked. Attorney Xie Qida who was the church’s legal 
12 
 representative, director of Tongsheng Law Firm, and a devoted Christian himself, attempted to intervene at 
the site but had no success. 
On Oct. 31, Wugaozhuang Church, which was built in August 2018 with funds raised by church members, faced 
demolition. Local police blockaded the scene and prohibited anyone from entering or leaving. Church 
attendees gathered at the site to sing hymns and pray, while some senior church members stayed inside the 
church, citing Scriptures to guard it. Police blocked those attempting to deliver food to the Christians inside the 
building. On Nov. 1, a demolition crew used a crane to remove the roof of the church and the cross atop it 
despite protests and bitter cries from the church’s attendees. During the process, government officials acted 
indifferent and even played a song called “There Is No New China Without the Communist Party.” 
In early November, Dabing Village Church in Henan province was forcibly demolished. Originally built with 
government approval, this church obtained a 
permit for religious activities from the local ethnic and religious affairs bureau. 
In mid-November, Nanjing authorities demolished a church with more than 1,000 attendees. Officials dragged 
out all church attendees, and the police verbally and physically abuses some ofthem. After the demolition, a 
dozen attendees knelt down by the ruins, weeping and praying. One believer rebuked the government officials 
at the site, asking, “Is this how the government supposed to love us people?” 
Forcibly outlawing and shutting down churches, ordering churches to stop meeting, searching and ruining 
church assets, and forcibly repossessing church properties 
Law enforcement authorities and personnel from Chengdu’s ethnic and religious affairs bureau raided 
Fountain of Life Church on Jan. 10. They declared it illegal, triggering fears that it might be closed. As one of 
the earliest urban house churches in Chengdu, Fountain of Life Church and Early Rain Covenant Church are 
both members of theReformed Presbyterian Church’s Western China Parish. The church once attracted and 
converted a domestic protection department agent, who quit his job and became a devoted Christian. Zha 
Changping, an elder of the church, is among the first group of pastors who signed “The Declaration for the 
Sake of the Christian Faith.” 
In mid-January, believers of the Guangzhou-based Meixin Huajing Christian Church received a notice from a 
residents’ committee, ordering them to stop their religious activities. Instead, the church’s attendees were 
asked to go to government-sanctioned religious activity sites. 
 13 
 Meixin Huajing Christian Church was founded in 2000 by a married couple named Zheng Chengjian and Liang 
Meijie. The church’s pastor is Cao Wen. 
On Jan. 30, Elder Yan Xiaoxin of Enzhao Reformed Church received a rectification notice from the Donggang 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau in Rizhao, Shandong province. The notice demanded he stop all 
religious activities right away. Elder Yan is among the second group of pastors who signed “The Declaration for 
the Sake of the Christian Faith,” which decried the Chinese government’s persecution of Christians. 
On March 6, the government agents from the Jinshui District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau in Henan 
province sealed the door to Panshi Church. They also cut its electricity lines and removed its religious logos and 
posters in the church were removed. The notice issued to the church’s pastor, Dou Shaowen, declared the 
church engaged in illegal religious activities. 
On March 23, Beijing’s Haidian District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau officially outlawed Shouwang 
Church and all of its subsidiary organizations, confiscated its “illegal” possessions, and accused the church of 
“conducting activities in the name of social organizations without registering with the government.” The 
church’s multiple sites were shut down, and its possessions were 
seized. The church’s Bible school was raided by a large number of police officers and government employees. 
The students of the Bible school were taken into police custody, and the church’s WeChat account was 
blocked. On March 24, the church’s website became inaccessible. 
In 2009, Shouwang Church submitted an application for registration to the Haidian District Ethnic and Religious 
Affairs Bureau, but the officials rejected it. The authorities asked the church to join the government-
sanctioned network, and the church refused. Subsequently, the church’s purchased property was sealed off, 
and church members were banned from gathering. Over the past few years, the church has met in outdoor 
locations despite surveillance and harassment. 
In April, the 36 meeting places under Shaanxi province’s Xi’an-based Trinity Church were closed down. 
On March 26, a large number of public security agents and government employees suddenly barged into 
Fangzhou Church in Danzhou, Hainan. They ended the worship service, took church members Hu Shitang and 
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Li Shanqin to the police station, confiscated Bibles and books stored in the church, and registered the ID 
information of every attendee of the worship service and took photos of them. 
On the same day, Xiajiachong Community in Hunan province’s Changsha’s Tianxin dDstrict posted a notice, 
banning a house church. 
  14 
 On June 16, a large number of police officers entered Fangjiaoshi Church in Shanxi province, closed down the 
church building, and took the attendees of the church service into custody. The police forced church members 
to write down slanderous things against the church to accuse the church of making money and the church’s 
evangelist of fraud. 
In early May, members of the fire department visited Dianqian Church’s property multiple times. On May 24, 
the newly appointed director of Huli District’s Street Affairs Committee, whose surname is Qiu, sternly 
demanded the church be closed. Tensions escalated on May 29 after officials met with the church’s landlord. 
The meeting consensus was the church was old and decrepit and should be closed if appraisal came to the 
same conclusion. June 7 brought another interaction with officials. People from the Huli District Civil Affairs 
Bureau, the religious affairs bureau, the police department, and other groups summoned the church’s pastor 
for a meeting and gave an ultimatum. The group cited illegal fellowship and preaching as reasons religious 
events should cease at the Dianqian Church building. The Sunday service carried two days later on June 9. 
Officials barged into the church while the pastor was preaching. More than 20 people from the city 
management office, fire department, street affairs committee, and para-police department invaded the 
privacy of the congregants by taking numerous photos. More than 10 government agents again visited the 
church on the afternoon of June 12 to take photos and register all property. The church was forced to stop 
worshiping at the building on June 12. 
On June 20, Haifu Church’s evangelist Wu Bin received a notice of administrative penalty from the Haicang 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau, which stated he had set up two religious activity venues without 
government permission, and thus they must be shut down. Wu was asked to immediately close out the two 
venues and remove all the items used for religious activities from the venues. On the same day, the Haicang 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau also interrogated more than a dozen church members and 
inspected the church venues. 
On Jan. 14, 2019, both Xunsiding Church and the church’s kindergarten were raided, which ended with the 
kindergarten being forcibly demolished by a large number of police officers and city management agents. On 
May 11, authorities summoned Yang Xibo, an evangelist from the church, and threatened to outlaw the 
church. Beginning on May 12, authorities obtained some church members’ names and started to use high-
definition surveillance cameras installed at the entrance of the church to 
collect information on them. After pressuring church members through the local residential committee and 
their employers, some congregants were asked to sign a written statement to promise not to attend Xunsiding 
Church. Otherwise, they risked being fired from their jobs, especially people working for schools and 
government enterprises. On May 14, authorities summoned Yang Xibo’s wife, again threatening to outlaw the 
church. On May 19, Yang Xibo received an administrative penalty notice issued by the ethnic and religious 
affairs bureau, which imposed a fine of 25,000 yuan [$3,575.57 USD]. Yang refused to comply and filed an 
appeal. The same day, government agents installed a checkpoint at the entrance of No. 5 Xunsiding Lane, 
where the church meets, and staffed it with two special agents, two police assistants, and two workers to 
prevent church attendees from entering. The church’s appeal was rejected. After a court hearing, the Siming 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau formally issued verdict 
  15 
 papers for administrative penalty and outlawing the church. That evening, the church was besieged by police, 
and no one could even sign in to enter the church. 
On Sunday, June 16, Xindianzhen Church, which was planted by Xunsiding Church, was raided by a large 
number of police officers, who demanded the service stop and snatched away church attendees’ cellphones to 
keep them from filming or taking photos. The church was forced to shut down. 
On June 11, the Tongshan District Civil Affairs Bureau announced its decision to outlaw the Xuzhou-based 
Dao’en Presbyterian Church, and the decision was published in Xuzhou Daily on June 13. On June 18, the 
Tongshan District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau imposed an administrative penalty on Ma Ben and Heng 
Fei and demanded the outlawing of the church’s south building, stating that the church’s south building was 
not approved by the ethnic and religious affairs bureau. 
During the evening of June 13, more than 10 police officers and religious affairs agents burst into Xinzao 
Church during a Bible study. Those attending were filmed and forced to provide their ID information and cell 
phone numbers, and at least 30 believers, along with the minister, were taken away. On June 19, the Huli 
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District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued an administrative penalty paper to outlaw Xinzao Church on 
the grounds that it “set up a religious activity venue without government approval and conducted religious 
activities.” On June 
25, the bureau delivered to the church the “Hearing Denial Notice”, “Administrative Penalty Decision Paper”, 
and an “Outlawing Decision Document.” On June 27, a large number of public security agents and various 
government personnel surrounded the church to intimidate church attendees into submission. 
On July 1, the Gulou District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued a notice banning the Nanjing-based 
Jumu Church, declaring the church’s venue an “unauthorized religious activity site set up without government 
approval.” 
On Sept. 3, a Baihe Christian Church in Taiyuan, Shanxi, was outlawed by the Xinghualing District Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau and the civil affairs bureau, with a seal placed on the church’s door. The administrative 
penalty issued to the church’s leader, Ye Weidong, accused him of setting up a religious activity site without 
government approval, unlawfully organizing religious activities, and violating government regulations on 
religious activities. 
Shenzhen’s Longgang District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued a notice on Oct. 15, accusing a house 
church of “setting up a religious activity site without government approval” and “unlawfully conducting 
religious activities.” Due to such “violations of the Regulations on Religious Affairs,” the notice demanded the 
church immediately stop its 
“illegal activities,” threatening to subject it to administrative penalty if it refused to do so. 16 
   
 On Dec. 1, the Shanghai-based Maizhong Church was raided by local government and law enforcement agents 
during its church service. The church’s door was sealed, and the church outlawed. More than 200 church 
members gathered at the entrance of the church, singing hymns and worshipping God. 
 
Forced cross demolitions in Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Henan, Hubei, Shandong, and Guizhou 
Since the beginning of 2019, the crosses of 25 churches in Jiangxi province’s Boyang County were demolished. 
In the meantime, the national flag was forcibly displayed in these churches, and security cameras were 
installed in the buildings. Church walls were covered with propaganda materials publicizing government 
policies. 
On Feb. 19, the cross atop Chengdong Christian Church was removed. According to a video recorded on the 
site, some church attendees burst into tears. A Three-Self Church founded by the local government, the church 
is also where the office of the local China Christian Council is located. It was approved and registered with the 
Funing County Religious Affairs Bureau in 2007 and is attended by 3,000 people every Sunday. 
On the morning of Feb. 24, a great number of police officers and demolition crewmen congregated outside of 
a church in Xinxiang, Henan, to demolish the church’s cross. They scattered, dragged away, and beat up the 
people blocking the church’s gate, who were mostly women and senior citizens. Government officials forced 
the lock on the gate open and allowed two cranes to enter after they had cleared the site. As the cross was 
removed, police used shields to keep Christians from entering the premises. 
In early March, a house church member from Xinxiang, Henan, reported that after cross demolitions, 
government-sanctioned churches were ordered to raise the national flag on their buildings. This believer also 
said, “We can’t help it. Many believers worship 
together in private, secretively, for fear of government intervention. Many house churches stopped meeting 
regularly to avoid catching the village officials’ attention. Once caught by them, punishments can be minor, 
such as being summoned and warned by the police, or very serious, such as detention.” 
On April 16, the cross on top of the prayer room of Yangluo Catholic Church forcibly demolished. 
On April 21, the cross atop Qingcaodi Church in Linyi, Shandong, was forcibly demolished. 
On April 28, the giant metal cross on the two bell towers of a Catholic church’s sanctuary in Weihui, Henan, 
was forcibly demolished by the authorities. 
 17 
 In early May, a video circulating online shows two men using a long stick to remove the cross on top of an 
ethnic minority church in Bijie, Guizhou province, while many people were standing by and watching. Inside of 
the church, many men were taking away a pulpit, chairs, and tables, and the church soon became empty. 
Church leaders and lay believers detained, seized, and sentenced on fabricated criminal churches and some 
forced into “disappearance” 
Pastor Li Juncai from Yuanyang County, Henan, and three members of his congregation, Tong Xiaoyun, Ban Yu, 
and Ma Yanfang, were criminally detained by police as they protested against the forced removal of a cross 
from the roof of their church on Feb. 20. The pastor was charged with “disrupting public service.” 
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On March 1, Holy Love Fellowship Elder Xu Yonghai was placed under house arrest, and some church members 
couldn’t attend the scheduled Bible study. 
Around the time of the meeting of China’s largest governing bodies, many Christians received persecution. 
Three Christians were criminally detained, including Yang Qiuyu, who was criminally detained for “allegedly 
picking quarrels and stirring up troubles,” a petitioner named Wang Xinling, and married couple Jiang 
Zhanchun and Liu Yuzhen. Jiang was criminally detained for “allegedly picking quarrels and stirring up 
troubles,” and Liu was escorted back to Jiangsu and placed under house arrest. Some Christians were placed 
under house arrest during this timeframe as well, including Ni Yulan, Chen Hongwang, Gao Hongguo, Guo 
Likun, and Ye Guoqiang. He Depu was forced to travel. Rights activists He Bin and Xu Caihong were intercepted 
and escorted back to Hubei province’s Xiangyang en route to file a petition. 
On April 14, a priest named Zhang Guangjun from Hebei province was intercepted and taken away by several 
government agents after he presided over a Catholic mass and was about to leave church. Prior to this, in late 
March, two Catholic clergymen in this area, Assistant Bishop Cui Tai and Deputy Bishop Zhang Jianlin, were 
also taken away and detained by police. 
On April 15, authorities in China’s northwestern Xinjiang region indicted 18 individuals on account of being 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, accusing them of “using an evil religious organization to incite the obstruction of law 
enforcement.” Those indicted, as listed on the indictment paper, are Liu Weiguo, Lin Zaiwu, Li Yifang, Lin Hao, 
Jiang Xijun, Gao Xinlian, Wang Xiaoqing, Yu Bingru, Zhang Min, Jiang Jinling, Chen Meiling, Fan Tao, Wei 
Pengfei, Huang Lili, Ma Xiaojun, Yang Hua, Shi Xianhe, and Xu Yanli. All were detained at Korla Detention 
Center. Two other believers mentioned are Lin Zaiwu’s wife, Yang Xinahua, and Wang Yong, the leader of a 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ in Yantai, Shandong, who will be indicted separately. The household registration of the 
18 indicted Jehovah’s Witnesses shows they are from nine provinces, including Beijing, Fujian, Shandong, 
Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, Guangdong, Chongqing, Henan, and Sichuan. The indictment claimed that they 
“actively expanded the evil Jehovah’s Witness organization by converting people to the religion under the 
disguise of Christianity, organized the gatherings, and provided their places for gatherings multiple times ... 
which violates Articles 300 and 25 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China ... These individuals 
are accomplices and should be accused of obstructing law enforcement by organizing and using an 
18 
 evil religious organization and be prosecuted for criminal liabilities.” ChinaAid has not received any 
information about the 18 defendants’ access to legal representation. 
On July 22, a Christian surnamed Lai and six employees of a Shenzhen-based electronics company in 
Guangzhou province that produced audio Bible players were taken away by Shenzhen domestic security 
protection agents. 
On July 27, a Christian named Lin Chunfen was seized in Beijing by plainclothes police from Shiyan, Hubei, and 
escorted back to her hometown. She was later criminally detailed for “allegedly picking quarrels and stirring up 
troubles” and officially arrested half a month later. 
On July 25, after a trial behind closed doors, the Pu’er Intermediate Court announced that it was upholding 
seven-year sentence of Pastor John Cao, who was convicted of “organizing illegal border crossings.” 
During the morning of June 22, about 60 officials headed by the director of the religious affairs bureau 
stormed True Jesus Church, located in Zhumadian, Henan, when about 200 believers were meeting. Alleging 
the church was engaged in “illegal fundraising” and was thus an “illegal building.” The director ordered the 
person in charge of the church to convert it into a nursing 
home. The church members fiercely protested. Because they reasoned with the director for a long time, 
authorities accused church members of illegally holding the director in custody. In August, authorities seized 
eight church leaders and 13 church members on the charge of “illegal detention,” and there were also three 
believers who fled the town to avoid police custody. 
On Sept. 1, a Christian Wan Xianwen disappeared after he left his rented home in Beijing to go to a public 
restroom. He was believed to have been intercepted and sent back to his hometown. No more information is 
available by far about his whereabouts. 
The owner of Wheat Bookstore, Zhang Xiaomai (also known as Chen Yu), was detained on Sept. 1 on suspicion 
of “illegal business operations.” A government-issued document accused her of buying religious publications 
from overseas and Taiwan and illegally selling them in online stores without obtaining a license from the 
government. The store has sold more than 20,000 items to more than 10,000 people. More than 800 of those 
items have been classified as illegal publications. 
On Sep. 26, Elder Chen Baoshen from a house church in Siyang County, Jiangsu, was taken into police custody. 
Authorities proposed the demolition and relocation of Pastor Hao Zhiwei’s church in 2018 but was rejected by 
some congregants. On July 18, 2019, Hao was issued a notice requiring her to “understand, support, and 
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cooperate with the government’s administrative decisions from the perspective of ensuring the safety of the 
lives and property of religious people.” As a result, Hao was arrested on July 31, and her church was 
demolished in August. In September, her case was handed over to the procuratorate. Two church members 
named Jiu Ying and Wang Yuanxiang were also arrested on fraud charges and interference with public service. 
According to 
 19 
 prosecution papers, Hao’s arrest charges were based on the church’s tithes, which was identified as fraud 
charges because Hao was not an officially recognized pastor and her church was not government-sanctioned. 
On Oct. 11, the family of a Christian named Yin Jinglin received an arrest notice form from the Siyang County 
Public Security Bureau, which stated that upon the approval of the Siyang County Procuratorate, Yin Jinglin has 
been formally arrested for allegedly using cult organizations to undermine law enforcement. 
The detention issued by the Funan County Public Security Bureau shows that Geng Yimin, director of the Funan 
County Christian Church Affairs Committee, Pastor Sun Yongyao, and several other members of the church 
affairs committee, were criminally detained by the police on Oct. 19 for allegedly disrupting social order. 
Currently, they are still at Fuyang Detention Center. 
Interrupting church gatherings in various ways: raiding church venues. summoning, interviewing, and 
intimidating church attendees, pressuring landlords, and forcing churches to relocate 
At 11:00 a.m. on Jan. 15, more than 100 SWAT agents surrounded Haoyue Hotel in Nanyang, Henan, where 
about 150 Christians gathered to have an end-of-the-year party. An emergency vehicle arrived at the site to 
take several Christians who fainted to the hospital. 
Pastor Zhang Shaojie f received a heavy sentence of 12 years’ imprisonment and so far has served six years. On 
Jan. 30, his wife reported that the main building of Nanle Christian Church was closed down, so the church 
became a house church, with church members scattered and meeting at several locations. However, 
authorities still ordered them to fly the national flag at their meeting sites and sent someone to take photos of 
church services every time they met. 
A large number of congregants were raided by government agents on May 12 at 9:30 a.m. while they were 
worshipping at Jinxiangtan Church. According to congregants, more than 10 state security officers broke into 
the church, stopping Elder Huang from preaching. On the same day, the congregants of Guiyang’s Ren’Ai 
Reformed Church, who were gathering at a hotel for Sunday worship service. were raided as well by personnel 
of multiple departments, including the religious affairs bureau, state security agents, police, and auxiliary 
police. An official from the religious affairs bureau told the congregants not to videotape the raid and they 
would otherwise face legal consequences. Multiple people were detained and interrogated for several hours. 
The pastor’s computer 
was confiscated. 
On May 12, at least 12 house churches were raided by police and personnel of some related government 
departments during their worship. Sunday services were interrupted, and multiple people were taken away, 
detained, and interrogated. The 12 churches are Fuzhou Reformed Church, Xunsiding Church, Jimei Church, 
Olive Mount Church, Ren’Ai Reformed Church, 
  20 
 Zhu’En Reformed Church, Jinxiangtan Church, UCC Church, Peace Church, Changnan House Church, and two 
house churches located in Guangzhou, named Lijiang Garden and Pazhou. 
Beginning in early 2019, the West Church branch of Dao’en Presbyterian Church was frequently visited by 
various government agents, and church services were often ordered to stop. Relevant government agencies 
constantly pressured the landlord to prematurely terminate rental agreement, even forcibly cutting electricity 
to disrupt church service. On May 19, the church had to vacate the West Church building. 
Although another campus of Dao’en Presbyterian Church’s – Zhongxin Church – has a valid lease, authorities 
still pressured the landlord to terminate it. After multiple discussions, the church and the landlord reached the 
agreement to let the lease run its course with no extension. However, on June 9, based on a notice issued by 
Xuzhou’s Yunlong District Civil Affairs Bureau, the landlord terminated the rental agreement one-sidedly, 
asking property management personnel to cut water and electricity, put locks on the door, and demand the 
church to vacate the premises within three days. In the meantime, authorities summoned the church’s leader 
multiple times and, without showing any valid legal papers, verbally asked the church to vacate the building as 
soon as possible. Finally, the church had to move out. On that day, Xuzhou’s Yunlong District Police Station 
sent several officers to demand the registration of the ID information of all congregation members present at 
the time. The church deacon was taken away for interrogation and illegally detained for an hour. 
On June 26, Beihai-based Chenxing Church in Guangxi province was raided by the local public security 
department, the United Front Work Department, the religious affairs bureau, and the education bureau 
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collaboratively. The church’s sanctuary, school, and senior citizen center were searched. Its pastor, staff 
members, and teachers were all taken to the police station for interrogation, with their cell phones 
confiscated. 
On Sunday, June 30, government agents from the Kaili Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau and 
community workers in Guizhou province’s Kaili broke into Zion Reform Evangelical Church during worship. 
Church leader Zhu Jieheng received a rectification and reform notice from the Kaili Municipal Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau, which claimed that having religious activities violated regulations and should be 
closed down. Officials confiscated some church possessions, including the podium and stools. When asked to 
sign official documents, church leader Zhu Jieheng wrote down “(I) deny involvement in illegal religious 
activities; God grants the right to worship.” Government agents forcibly took the congregants to the 
community office on Dashizi Street for individual interviews and registered their ID information. 
On Aug. 4, the Xishuipang Reformed Presbyterian Church was raided by authorities. Church Elder Wen 
Hongbin was involved in the signing of “The Declaration for the Sake of the Christian Faith” in September 2018. 
The same day, more than 100 government officials headed by the Nanming District Ethnic and Religious Affairs 
Bureau broke into the Huaguoyuan campus of Guiyang-based Huoshi Church and demanded to stop the 
Sunday service. Several plainclothes agents took photos at the 
21 
 scene. Pastors Yang Hua and Su Tianfu were taken to the residential committee’s office to be interviewed. At 
last, government agents produced an administrative penalty issued by the Nanming District Religious Affairs 
Bureau, which ordered church leaders to stop their activities. 
On Aug. 11, while around 100 believers were worshiping together on Sunday at a house church in Yunnan 
province’s Dali, a dozen government employees broke in, confiscating all the attendees’ cell phones, 
registering their personal information, and forcing them to sign and leave their fingerprints on an 
admonishment notice, promising to never attend this church. 
On Aug. 19, Xingguang Church’s venue under renovation was raided by police and city management staff, who 
searched the venue and stopped church members from filming their behaviors. In the process, a Christian 
man’s cellphone was damaged. 
On Sept. 8, many government agents broke into Guangfu Church and stopped its church service. All the church 
members present were photographed and registered and ordered to attend government- sanctioned Three-
Self Churches. They threatened to take away the church’s leader and impose a fine of 50,000 yuan [$7,151.13 
USD], and the landlord was also warned against renting the venue to the church. Pastor Mark Guangfu Church 
was summoned to the public 
security bureau to sign a statement to promise not to travel to Beijing and Hong Kong during China’s National 
Day, which he refused to do. 
On Dec. 17, Xincheng Christian Church in Guangzhou was raided by police, who demanded they stop their 
gathering. 
Forcibly taking over churches and converting them to serve other functions 
Since the beginning of 2019, six churches in Jiangxi province’s Guxiandu Town have been forced to sell their 
properties to the government, which threatened to blow up these churches if they refused to comply. The sold 
properties are currently occupied by village committees and senior citizens’ associations. 
In a wave of crackdowns in 2018, a Three-Self Church in Henan province’s Zhengzhou was outlawed, the 
church building shut down, and church members prohibited from gathering, but the church continued to guard 
this venue. In early May, 2019, a new church building, which cost more than 10 million yuan [$1,430,226.40 
USD] to build, was confiscated by the local government. Government officials stated it would be convert into a 
hotel. Church members protested against the government’s decision with no success. 
Hedazhuang Church was outlawed in July 2018, its church properties were sealed off, and the church’s 
entrance was blocked. In July 2019, the message “God loves the world” on the church’s wall was removed, and 
a sign reading “New Era Farmers’ Training Center” was hung on the church’s door. [...] 
Persecuting churches to force them to stop gathering on their own 
On July 9, Chengxi Christian Church in Jiangsu province’s Xiangshui County issued a gathering prohibition 
notice to more than 50 venues under its jurisdiction. According to the notice, the governments’ United Front 
Work Department and the National Religious Affairs Bureau asked that all community gatherings be stopped. 
The notice also warned that if the church workers do not abide by religious regulations and continue to meet 
at venues not approved by the government, law enforcement agencies will, in accordance with relevant laws 
and regulations, impose fines on the leaders, the hosting families, and those Christians who attend. 
Teaching children Christian hymns at home deemed illegal 
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According to a video clip posted online, in early July, a religious law enforcement squad headed by Xie 
Mingxing, the director of the Dafang County Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau, went to a rural house church 
to deliver an administrative penalty notice. When the Christians asked what law they broke, Xie said, “It is 
illegal for you to teach your children to sing hymns at home and to spread [Christian] thoughts.” 
[...] ii. Openly opposing Christianity, restricting the proclamation of the Gospel, and disrupting social activities 
related to the Christian faith 
Policies encouraging the reporting of so-called illegal religious activities adopted across China, mainly targeting 
house churches 
On Jan. 27, a government office in Tanghe County released an announcement, stating that a confidential 
hotline had been established for the public to report house churches. As soon as the report was found to be 
factual, a reward of 200 yuan [$28.60 USD] would be granted. People posting any [Lunar] New Year couplets 
written on strips of red paper or displaying tiles with words related to religious ideology would be stopped 
immediately and be seriously educated. Homeowners providing sites for illegal religious gathering activities 
without approval would be fined 20,000-200,000 yuan [$2,860.45-$28,604.53 USD] upon the report being 
found to be factual. People conducting or participating in illegal religious gathering activities shall be 
investigated. If the violation is severe, the public security department will impose a severe penalty. 
 24 
 On March 20, the Guangzhou Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued the “Rewarding Measures 
for the Public Reporting of Unlawful Religious Activities in Guangzhou,” which defined unlawful religious 
activities as organizing, planning, publicizing, inciting, and engaging in illegal religious activities, as well as 
suspicious people, things, events, and objects. People who wish to report may call 110 or 12345, or write 
letters. Government agencies implementing these measures include each district’s religious affairs bureau, 
street comprehensive management offices, stability management offices, and public security bureaus, etc. Per 
the Rewarding Measures, individuals who report unauthorized religious activity sites or non-government-
sanctioned religious groups, religious schools, and temporary religious activity sites which conduct religious 
activities and receive religious donations will be awarded 100 to 1,000 yuan [$14.30-$143.02 USD]. Those who 
supply “clues” and help investigate illegal religious organizations and law-breaking people can expect 1,000 to 
3,000 yuan [$143.02- $429.07 USD]. Those who "provide evidence against foreign illegal religious organizations 
and the people involved" can get 3,000 to 5,000 yuan [$429.07-$715.11 USD]. People who "provide evidence 
and help in the investigation leading to the arrest of the leaders responsible for illegal foreign religious 
organizations" can receive 5,000 to 10,000 yuan [$715.11-$1,430.23 USD]. In the past, such reporting by the 
public was mostly handled by the ethnic and religious affairs department and rarely involved the public 
security department, but things have changed. 
In early April, a Christian church elder in Henan province’s Kaifeng disclosed that local authorities were 
recruiting one informant in each village, promising to pay 300 yuan per month [$42.91 USD] for spying on 
churches. To the poor rural families in this area, this is a big deal since the government subsidy per person for 
poor families is only 60 yuan per month [$8.58 USD]. 
In early May, a notice on the bulletin board of a street management office in Henan province’s Zhengzhou 
showed that the office had set up a hotline for reporting illegal religious activities, warning the public against 
“providing venues for illegal religious activities” and requesting people “to report illegal religious activities 
upon discovery.” The notice also 
intimidated landlords, stating “those who provide buildings for illegal religious activities will be subject to a 
fine of 20,000 yuan to 200,000 yuan [$2,860.45-$28,604.53 USD].” 
In June, Guizhou province’s Guiyang Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued the “Rewarding 
Measures for the Public Reporting of Unlawful Religious Activities in Guiyang (trial version),” asking people to 
report house churches’ religious activities. Per this notice, people can report clues about house churches’ 
religious activities by making phone calls, writing letters, or reporting in person to the religious affairs bureau, 
town comprehensive management office, stability management office, or public security bureau. Reportable 
clues include organizing, planning, publicizing, inciting and engaging in illegal religious activities, as well as 
suspicious 
people, things, events, and objects. Monetary rewards for these reports range from 100 yuan to 6,000 yuan 
[$14.30-$858.14 USD], which are funded by the fiscal department and incorporated into the ethnic and 
religious affairs department’s annual budget. 
 25 
 In mid-November, Hebei province’s Handan Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau promulgated 
“Rewarding Measures for the Public Reporting of Unlawful Religious Activities,” claiming that this method was 
meant to “bring into full play the massive public’s motivation to report various kinds of illegal religious 
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activities.” The notice listed “walking in streets and alleys, entering villages and homes to spread religion, and 
dragging people into religion”, “distributing religious message tracts and other religious items”, “publishing 
and distributing religious publications which are not approved by relevant government agencies”, and “inviting 
and hosting foreign personnel as well personnel from Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan to preside over religious 
activities” as illegal religious activities. Monetary rewards for reporting range from 100 yuan to 500 yuan 
[$14.30-$71.51 USD], which will be increased accordingly if significant illegal religious activities are reported. 
Religious logos and symbols purged in Henan and Hebei 
Since early November 2018, Henan province’s Shangcai government already started demolishing churches 
extensively in the name of “tearing town code-violating constructions.” The cross and bell tower of a century-
old Catholic church in Shangcai County were both removed. The priest of the church said this church was 
sealed in April of this year and the effigies in the church were moved, which made it impossible for the church 
to have regular services. So far, the authorities haven’t produced any formal papers to justify demolition, only 
stating they were following the orders of their superiors. When the forced demolition happened, all church 
members were blocked at home by authorities. 
Hebei authorities attempted to demolish the pilgrimage site and statutes in Xiwanzi Parish, but church 
members guarded the site around the clock. The pilgrimage site includes a “Jesus the good shepherd” statue 
and a “praying in the garden” statue, as well as some bishops’ and priests’ statues and stone tablets. On the 
night of May 13, the authorities hired migrant workers to make an attempt again but were stopped by church 
members. [...]  
Publication and sale of Christian books monopolized by the government 
Since the new Regulations on Religious Affairs took effect in 2018, government agencies across China not only 
strictly banned churches from using Bibles and Canaan Hymns published without government approval, but 
also started to forbid online stores to sell Bibles and Christian books published without government approval. 
Believers wanting to buy Bibles can only buy 
26 
 from stores affiliated with Three-Self Patriotic Movement and the China Christian Council. Authorities also 
investigated Christians who bought religious publications through non- government-sanctioned channels. 
An administrative penalty notice issued by authorities in Nanping, Fujian, that on the afternoon of Feb. 26, the 
law enforcement agents of Nanping Municipal Culture and Tourism Bureau, following the clues provided by 
their superiors, inspected the Nanping Municipal China Christian Council’s bookstore. Subsequently, they 
issued a notice ordering the bookstore to stop operating. On April 22, the Nanping Municipal Culture and 
Tourism Bureau started to investigate the Nanping Municipal China Christian Council’s bookstore for 
distributing publications without government approval, ruling that the store sold 253 bibles in Changle and 
other regions without having obtained the “license for the publication business operation,” thus having 
committed the crime of illegal business operations. 
In October and November, China’s public security departments summoned and interrogated Christians all over 
China who had purchased Christian books from the online Wheat Bookstore and tracked down their 
transactions. 
Scope of people banned from churches expanded 
At the beginning of the year, the government of Guxiandu, Jiangxi, stipulated that all the recipients of 
government subsidies and government employees, including poverty-stricken people, retired teachers, and 
CCP members, are forbidden to believe in Jesus. People cannot enter church on Sundays if they have children 
with them. Village officials asked every church attendee to sign a statement and comply with the stipulations 
before the church service began. 
Churches, believers, and general public strictly prohibited from celebrating Christmas 
It is reported that the State Administration of Religious Affairs issued a notice to stipulate that the Christmas 
Eve services held by churches in big cities be reserved for believers with admission tickets only, excluding non-
believers and those without tickets. 
On Dec. 17, a property management company in Yunnan's Kunming Economic Development Zone issued a 
notice to local businesses and merchants in 10 high-rises and 10 independent office buildings, banning any 
celebration of Christmas as well as Christmas-related messages and decorations, citing a police restriction. 
According to a notice regarding the arrangements of mass services during Christmas time by the Shishi Catholic 
church, Guangzhou’s largest church, the afternoon mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day would be open 
to the public, but the mass after 7:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve is reserved for church members with admission 
tickets only. 
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The Qianxi County Education Bureau and the science and technology bureau in Guizhou issued a notice 
banning celebrations of Christmas, Christmas Eve, and any “foreign holidays” among school students. Students 
were strictly prohibited from playing “angels” in church shows, 
27 
 joining church choirs, and singing hymns. Besides, schools were required to keep the parents of students from 
attending Christmas-related events. 
Big supermarkets in Guangzhou, Beijing, and Shandong had no Christmas trees for sale. Many Christians also 
did not decorate for Christmas celebrations. 
John, a house church pastor in Shandong province said, “House churches are too afraid to gather openly. 
Believers have scattered and meet in small groups in people’s homes. No celebration events are allowed 
during Christmas, and many products used for Christmas celebrations have been taken off the market. We 
can’t have big celebrations involving 10,000 people any more, like we used to be able to do.” 
Art performance used to distort Gospel 
In late May, Jiangxi province’s Yugan County Performance Group went on a performance tour for a play named 
“The Gospel,” which told the story of how a village stuck in poverty due to the villagers’ superstitious and 
religious belief became rich after renouncing their belief under the leadership of the village’s CCP party 
secretary. 
Beijing’s Christians subject to maintenance stability measures prior to the CCP regime’s 70th anniversary 
Half a month before the CCP regime’s 70th anniversary and grand celebrations, Beijing authorities started to 
take stability maintenance measures. Local house church elders and believers were placed in residential 
surveillance, and some petitioners were intercepted and criminally detained. Since Sept. 15, a few assistant 
police officers were placed at the door to the home of Elder Xu Yonghai, who serves at Beijing’s Holy Love 
Fellowship. Xu was followed when he went out to buy groceries. On Sept. 16, He Depu, a member of Holy Love 
Fellowship was also placed in residential surveillance. In mid-September, Zhai Yanmin and his wife, Liu Erming, 
who attend Yahebo Church were forced to travel to Henan province. On Sept. 20, Christian petitioner Wang 
Jinling was seized in Beijing by government agents intercepting petitioners and deported back to her 
hometown in Heilongjiang province. [...] 
Expelling Christians and stripping them of their right to a residence 
Chinese authorities wantonly suppressed Christians, forbidding them from attending church and even applying 
all sorts of means to force them out of their residences. 
In late September, a large of Christians co-renting apartments on the campus of Xiamen University were forced 
out by the school’s security agents, who changed locks on these apartments, damaged doorbells, and warned 
neighbors against opening doors for them, simply because of their faith. 
Beijing-based Christian rights defense lawyer Ni Yulan also suffered multiple lease terminations due to police 
pressure on her landlords. [...] 
Raiding churches and detaining believers 
On Jan. 7, when the church’s Gospel Class students gathered at a restaurant to study together and share a 
meal, more than 20 police officers interrupted them. The cellphones and ID cards of all the 36 students were 
seized, and they were taken to a police station on Shuyuan Street for questioning. They were released one-by-
one later that night. 
On the night of Feb, 23, when two church groups had worship meetings at two different homes, the police 
broke in and took away 44 attendees after their meetings were over, including elder people and 11 children, 
the youngest being only two months old. Of those arrested, 11 were detained for 10-14 days. Tang Chunliang 
and a few believers were hit in the face by a plainclothes police officer at the police station. Some were not 
released until 2:00 a.m. Tired children slept on ice-cold tables and floors. 
On April 21, a dozen or so church members decided to meet together at a local park to worship and remember 
the Lord. The national security agents from the Chengdu Municipal Police Station and the Chenghua District 
Police Station took seven of them, including children, to the Longtan Temple Police Station, where they were 
interrogated. They were all released one- by-one later that night. 
34 
 Many Early Rain Covenant Church members were also warned not to attend Christian gatherings to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Massacre on June 4 and pray for their country. 
Several of the church families experienced tight official surveillance, and others had their electricity and 
internet shut off. In addition, police and other government personnel broke into several of the families’ 
homes. One of the homes they broke into was that of a church member surnamed Wang. First, the authorities 
shut off the electricity and then showed a document summoning Mr. Wang as well as two other Christians, 
identified only as Brother Zhang and Sister Tang. 



 

58 
 

On July 7, church member Li Chengju was taken to the Caoshi Street Police Station and detained for 14 days. 
Prior to this, Li and her husband, Chen Shaowen, were both detained for 15 days. Police took administrative 
appeal documents from their home, which appealed their previous administrative detentions. 
After the church raid on Dec. 9, brother Gou Zhongcan was listed as a “nationally-wanted internet fugitive.” He 
was arrested on March 15 in Hangzhou and detained at the Fuyang District Detention Center. He was escorted 
back to Sichuan province on March 18 and placed in the Pingchang County Detention Center. On April 3, he 
was released on bail pending trial, but he was then detained again by national security officials and placed in 
the Pingchang County United Front Work Department Re-education Center. He spent nearly seven months in a 
room without any natural daylight, and his biological clock was entirely non-functional. His vision and dental 
health both deteriorated significantly. 
Maliciously persecuting, harassing, and intimidating believers 
Chengdu authorities escalated their suppression of Early Rain Covenant Church in 2019, harassing church 
members in various ways. The directors of the United Front Work Department or ethnic and religious affairs 
departments, village chiefs, and village party secretaries from the hometowns of some church members came 
to Chengdu to persuade these church members to leave, return to their hometowns, and cut ties with Early 
Rain Covenant Church. Some church members were closely monitored, kept in their hometowns, and 
forbidden to go back to Chengdu. Landlords and real estate agents were pressured by the police and coerced 
to cooperate, and the government even shut down real estate agencies that helped church members find 
places to rent. Persecuted church members were forced to relocate and look everywhere for places to rent. 
Some church members accused the authorities of “trying to drive out and kill all.” 
On Jan. 31, church member Pan Fei was fired from his job with Yonghui Supermarket because he refused to 
stop attending church and renounce his faith. 
On April 27, church members named Zhang Jianqing and Wei Zhixue found the lock on their home’s door filled 
with super glue, which was the third time this had happened to them. Their electrical meter was also stolen. 
On April 29, Tang Chunliang and wife also found the lock on their home’s door filled with super glue, which 
was the fourth time this had happened to them. The walls around their door were sprayed with paint. 
35 
 On the night of Feb. 23, when a massive arrest of church members happened, Zhang Guanya was detained for 
14 days by public security agents. On Sept. 6, Zhang published an open letter stating that he had been forced 
to move twice due to his Christian faith. He didn’t know where else he could move. 
Harassing believers’ homeschooled children 
On April 29, while three homeschooled children of Christians were studying with Wu Wuqing’s two sons at 
Wu’s home, several police officers from the Jianshe Road Police Station and community workers stormed in, 
took Wu and his wife away, and left the children on their own. 
Zhang Xinyue, who went back to her hometown in Gansu province with her two children after her husband’s 
arrest, has been visited frequently by officials from the education bureau. Insisting she send her children to 
public school, they threatened to take her into police custody, forcibly send her children to public school, and 
change their legal guardians to their grandparents. 
Extracting confessions and forcing Christians to tell incriminating lies 
In late January, many believers were interrogated by the police consecutively about Pastor Wang Yi’s financial 
status, such as whether he owns a Mercedes or BMW besides the electrical bicycle he had ridden to work for 
more than 10 years. One police officer plainly said, “Our goal is to find him guilty. What will happen to you 
depends on whether you cooperate or not. If you do, you can go home to celebrate the Chinese New Year, and 
you’ll be cleared.” 
In the second quarter of 2019, four church members remained in detention. Pastor Wang Yi has been kept in 
secret detention. Per some well-informed locals, detained church members were tortured and forced to make 
false confessions to incriminate Wang, and some were even forced to take unidentified medicine, which 
compromised their mental capacity and caused them to say things the police wanted to hear. 
Sentencing Pastor Wang Yi and Elder Qi Defu 
In August, church Elder Qin Defu was charged with “illegal business operations,” and his case was transferred 
to the procuratorate. On Nov. 29, Qin was sentenced to four years in prison on the charge of “illegal business 
operations,” which was mainly based on the “evidence” of 20,000 Christian books found at Early Rain 
Covenant Church. Most were small Gospel tracts. 
On Nov. 15, Pastor Wang Yi was charged with “inciting subversion of state power” and “illegal business 
operations,” and the case was sent to the Chengdu Intermediate People’s Court for trial. On Dec. 30, Pastor 
Wang Yi was tried and found guilty of “inciting subversion of state power” and “illegal business operations” by 
the Chengdu Intermediate People’s Court. He was sentenced to nine years in prison and deprived of his 
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political rights for three years with 50,000 yuan ($7,157 USD) of his personal property being confiscated. Wang 
is the first known Chinese 
36 
 pastor sentenced on “inciting subversion of state power” in mainland China, and his case has received 
extensive global media coverage and the attention of the international community. 
III. Macro-level mathematical analyses of government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland 
China in 2019 
As an agency that closely monitors the government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland China, 
ChinaAid has gathered information from church leaders, church staff, and ordinary Christians from both house 
churches and state-run Three-Self Churches, as well as individuals concerned with religious rights. After 
reviewing this information, ChinaAid has concluded that the persecution that occurred in 2019 exceeds that 
which happened in 2018. 
The data and information collected by ChinaAid in 2019 may only represent a fraction of the actual abuses that 
occurred in China. Though not comprehensive, these cases cover a wide range of Chinese provinces and 
municipalities, are diverse in nature, and represent a variety of backgrounds, including urban and rural house 
churches and Three-Self Churches, and individual religious practitioners, such as pastors, evangelists, 
missionaries, ordinary Christians, Christians in public realms (human rights lawyers and political dissidents, 
etc.), college students, high school students, children, business owners, and ethnic minority Christians. 
Many persecuted churches, obviously pressured by the authorities, dared not disclose details of their 
persecution to us. As a result, it was extremely difficult to collect data this year, making a detailed analysis 
difficult. However, this is a marked difference from previous years, and the reports ChinaAid has received 
indicate that persecution is not relenting. Instead, authorities have continued to carry out the central 
government’s orders to force religion to place the Chinese government’s ideals at its center, and officials 
arrest those who resist. This leads ChinaAid to believe the Chinese government is threatening or otherwise 
intimidating Christians into not reporting the abuses to international media. China’s lack of openness on this 
matter causes ChinaAid to believe that the persecution of Christians and Christian churches in mainland China 
worsened in 2019. 
For the sake of analyzing persecution in 2019, this report looks at soft and hard persecution. The former refers 
to the government’s launch of policies directly opposed to religious freedom or basic religious tenets, and its 
forcing churches and Christians to obey. The latter refers to the government’s physical actions against religious 
freedom or basic religious tenets, hindering and disrupting various religious activities. 
Although we cannot present specific numbers to compare 2018 and 2019 in regard to persecution, we can still 
conduct a general mathematical analysis of government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland 
China in 2019 from several aspects. 
1. House churches: soft persecution and hard persecution for all, without exception 
The following information applies to churches of which ChinaAid either has reported on or knows: 
37 
 Persecution occurred to all of these house churches, though the method and magnitude of persecution 
varied. 
All house church leaders were summoned and interviewed by the police. 
Every house church attendee felt some inconvenience or experienced interference related to their attendance 
of house church activities. 
All shutdown house church leaders experienced detention of varying lengths, with a few even criminally 
detained, arrested, or sentenced. Every major church leader experienced police summoning or short-term 
detention. Other church leaders and active church members experienced formal police summoning, or at least 
informal summoning and interrogation. 
2. Government-sanctioned Three-Self Churches: soft persecution for all and hard persecution for some 
All government-sanctioned Three-Self Churches suffered soft persecution. Some of these took the form of 
cross demolitions and being forced to fly China’s national flag. 
Hard persecution methods applied to Three-Self Churches include intimidating pastors who refused to 
personally demolish their church’s cross or relocate as demanded by the authorities. Some of these pastors 
were also detained or arrested. 
IV. Summary 
The year 2019 is the second year of the CCP’s launch and implementation of the “Five-Year Plan for Promoting 
the Sinicization of Christianity,” as well as the year to release the “Five-Year Planning Outline for Advancing 
Sinicization.” Based on all the above, it is our conclusion that China’s persecution of churches and Christians in 
2019 demonstrated the following trends and characteristics. 
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i. Gradual institutionalization of religious Sinicization 
CCP high-ranking officials proposed developing a “religious ideological system with Chinese characteristics” for 
the first time and having a comprehensive re-evaluation of religious canon, including reinterpreting, revising, 
and re-translating the content that supposedly does not fit with the progressing times. 
China’s five major religions, controlled by the state, completed and launched their “Five- Year Plan on 
Sinicizaiton.” These religions include the government versions of Protestantism, Taoism, Catholicism, 
Buddhism, and Islam. Shanghai, Jiangxi and Zhejiang finished revising their provincial regulations on religious 
affairs. 
The campaign of “four entries”, “eight absences” and “three wall mounts” was advanced at all religious activity 
sites in Hubei province. The computerized “332” management service model was implemented at the religious 
activity sites in Zhejiang province’s Xihu District. 
38 
 As far as the management of religious group is concerned, the Measures for the Administration of Religious 
Groups (trial version for feedback collection) was released. 
The government-sanctioned religious community continued to conduct patriotic education and traditional 
culture education programs, including patriotic education activities themed on “Boosting the New Era and 
Building the Chinese Dream Together”, the “Program of Studying and Experiencing Excellent Chinese 
Traditional Cultures by Religious Professionals,” and field trips and onsite instructions about Confucius’ and 
Mencius’ thoughts. 
Anti-cult movements occurred across China, including hosting anti-cult training classes and conducting anti-
cult propaganda activities. Authorities even regarded as Christian churches as anti-cult bases. The anti-cult 
movement was becoming a campaign and more extensive. 
Moreover, the ideological and political education in religious schools were reinforced. Some regions launched 
special campaigns targeting religion during the Chinese New Year. 
ii. Updates on the Sinicization of Christianity 
Complete control over churches and eradication of house churches backhandedly attempted 
New measures for managing religious activity sites were reinforced across China, mainly targeting Christianity. 
A rating and performance review system was applied to religious activity sites in some regions. Street affairs 
offices’ direct rule of churches was applied in Lishui, Zhejiang. A house church in Zhejiang province’s Ningbo 
was forced to sign an “Agreement” to follow the “Four-Rules-Five-Haves-Five-Bans” policy. The “religious 
activity site management system” was launched by Beijing’s Changping District. In early May, news circulated 
online that Beijing government will start a “resetting to zero” campaign, focusing on “removing the size, the 
organization, and institution of the church.” This campaign was to be supervised by the CCP’s Central 
Committee’s Inspection Team. Public security departments would combat violations of the law, street affairs 
offices would be in charge of security defense, while religious affairs departments would make sure to adopt 
house churches into the Three-Self Church system. The policies listed above, if fully implemented, will cause 
house churches to lose any space for existence and development and lose their autonomy. 
These policies highlighted the Chinese authorities’ agenda of taking full control of churches and wiping out 
house churches indirectly. 
Government-sanctioned churches forced into full allegiance to CCP 
Government-sanctioned churches actively participated in events celebrating the CCP regime’s 70th 
Anniversary, expressing love for the country and the Party. The “Sinicization of believers, Sinicization of 
churches, and Sinicization of theology” was proposed. The CCP’s United Front Work Department officials 
delivered a speech at a clergy retreat and educated the clergy on core socialist values. Churches had to play 
the national anthem and fly the national flag. 
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 Moreover, the government attempted to monopolize the publishing and distribution of Christian books, and 
even the grassroots-level China Christian Council was banned from selling Bibles. 
Resistance of overseas Christian infiltration lifted to level of national security 
The authorities resisted Christian infiltration in the name of national security. The United Front Work 
Department and the Ministry of Public Security released the Work Plan on the Special Operation to Investigate 
and Deal with Overseas Christian Infiltration According to the Law. To avoid calling attention to the crackdown 
on foreign-affiliated religious groups, the document demands to not organize suppression activities during 
major domestic political events or “sensitive” days. The document also mentions a supplementary document 
titled “Responses to Questions from the Outside Regarding the Special Operation to Investigate and Deal with 
Overseas Christian Infiltration According to Law.” Some local government even held a meeting called 
“Christianity’s Great Harm to the Security of Chinese People.” The police in Shanghai, Shangdong and 
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northeast China area arrested and expelled South Korean and American missionaries. “To prevent foreign 
infiltration” and “too many meeting sites are hard to manage” are the most common reasons cited by 
authorities to shut down Three-Self Churches. 
iii. Changes to specific persecution methods 
Some common persecution methods are still being used, such as fabricating criminal charges to detain, seize, 
arrest, and sentence church leaders and ordinary, forcing believers into disappearance, interfering with church 
in various ways, including busting church venues, summoning, talking to and pressuring landlords to force 
churches out of their venues, expanding the scope of the population banned from church, especially depriving 
children of their right to access the Christian faith, putting harsh restrictions on Christmas celebrations by 
churches, believers, and the general public, restricting lawyers’ involvement in church and Christian- related 
cases, and persecuting justice-seeking Christians in public spheres. 
Forced church demolition, forced cross demolition, and outlawing of high-profile house churches 
There was word at the beginning of 2019 that the CCP policymakers were prepared to carry out in Shandong 
province the religious policies implemented in Zhejiang and Henan province, which include demolishing 
churches’ crosses, banning people under 18 years of age from churches, prohibiting churches from developing 
training centers, removing Christian logos from church buildings, etc. 
In 2019, there were churches demolished by force or facing demolition in Shaanxi, Hubei, Inner Mongolia, 
Jiangxi, Tianjin, Anhui, Hebei, Henan, and Jiangsu province. The forced demolition of church crosses happened 
in Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Henan, Hubei, Shandong, and Guizhou. Authorities in Henan and Hebei continued to 
remove Christian logos and symbols besides the cross. 
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 In 2018, outlawing high-profile churches occurred in Beijing, Sichuan, and Guangdong, while in 2019, such 
cases mainly happened in Fujian and Jiangsu. Another prominent case is that of Shouwang Church. After being 
persistently suppressed for 10 years, the church was eventually outlawed by the authorities. 
Expanding persecution of Christians in the economic, social, and cultural domains 
Evidence of expanded persecution incudes: restricting Christians’ right to homeschool their children, expelling 
Christians and depriving them of their normal rights to find a residence, forcibly taking over church-run 
orphanages, freezing church leaders’ assets, imposing administrative penalties on landlords who rent to 
churches, persecuting church leaders and their family members, and using artwork to distort the Gospel and 
defame the Christian faith. It is noteworthy that the new edition of Chinese language textbooks has deleted 
“God” and “Bible” from literary classics, reflecting the absurd level of the CCP’s hostility towards Christianity. 
House churches being driven to verge of extinction both in urban and rural areas 
Even house churches that haven’t been outlawed are facing great challenges with congregating to worship. 
Congregations of more than 100 believers are hard to find, and most church venues in office buildings have 
closed. The majority of urban house churches have scattered and broken into small fellowship groups. They 
mostly meet in private homes and only rent public venues for temporary usage. Most rural house churches 
went underground and meet in a semi-secret manner. Government officials even condemned the behavior of 
teaching children to sing hymns at home as “illegal.” 
Suppression of outlawed house churches continued. Even small gatherings at believers’ homes or small group 
fellowships formed by scattered believers from outlawed churches were constantly harassed and raided by 
authorities. 
Adopting so-called “people against people” and “people’s war” methods to persecute house churches 
This is mainly evidenced by the release of government policies across China to encourage reports of illegal 
religious activities, mainly targeting house churches. Encouraging snitching is a common method applied by 
the CCP to reinforce its rule. Authorities used money incentives to motivate non-believers to report house 
churches’ so-called “illegal religious activities”, attempting to produce conflicts and tension between non-
Christians and Christians and increase the mistrust between the two people groups. 
Other astonishingly radical measures 
Churches were taken over by the authorities and converted to serve other functions. 
The magnitude of persecution against ethnic minority Christians was taken to a new level, as evidenced by 
forbidding Miao Christians to use the Miao-language Bible and forbidding sermons preached in the Miao 
language. 
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2. Treatment in detention, particularly of perceived house church members 

 

Amnesty International: Human Right in Asia-Pacific; Review of 2019 - China, 30 January 2020 
 
The justice system remained plagued by unfair trials and torture and other ill-treatment in detention. [...] 
China legalized arbitrary and secret detention, such as “residential surveillance in a designated location” and 
an extra-judicial system of detention (liuzhi).  These procedures allowed for prolonged incommunicado 
detention and increased the risk of torture and other ill-treatment and forced “confessions”. 
 

Human Rights Watch: World Report 2020 - China, 14 January 2020 
The government classifies many religious groups outside its control as “evil cults,” and subjects members to 
police harassment, torture, arbitrary detention, and imprisonment. 
 

CECC – Congressional-Executive Commission on China: Annual Report 2019, 18 November 2019 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Findings 
• During the Commission’s 2019 reporting year, Chinese government and Communist Party officials continued 
to abuse criminal law and police power to punish government critics and to ‘‘maintain stability’’ (weiwen) with 
the goal of perpetuating one-party rule. The Chinese government in many cases violated the freedoms of 
Chinese citizens protected under PRC laws and international human rights standards, and used criminal law to 
target rights advocates, religious believers, and ethnic minority groups. 
• Authorities continued to use various forms of arbitrary detention—such as extralegal ‘‘black jails’’ and forced 
psychiatric commitment of individuals without mental illness—to deprive individuals of their liberty, 
contravening international human rights standards. Authorities also continued to use administrative detention 
that circumvented judicial oversight and protections for detainees’ rights under the PRC Criminal Procedure 
Law (CPL). 
• Authorities continued to detain individuals under broad provisions in the PRC Criminal Law—such as crimes 
of ‘‘endangering state security,’’ ‘‘picking quarrels and provoking trouble,’’ and ‘‘organizing and using a cult 
organization to undermine implementation of the law’’—to suppress rights advocacy and other activities 
protected under international human rights standards. [...] 
BLACK JAILS 
Authorities continued to hold individuals in ‘‘black jails,’’ extralegal detention sites that operate outside of the 
PRC’s judicial and administrative detention systems.46 For example, authorities or individuals presumably 
acting on their behalf held rights advocates in ‘‘black jails’’ as a part of ‘‘stability maintenance’’ efforts leading 
up to the Shanghai International Import Expo in November 2018,47 and the annual meetings of the National 
People’s Congress and Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference in March 2019.48 
Arbitrary Detention 
Authorities continued to use various forms of arbitrary detention 42 that deprive individuals of their liberty, 
contravening international human rights standards.43 
PSYCHIATRIC FACILITIES 
Authorities continued to forcibly commit individuals without mental illness to psychiatric facilities—a practice 
known as ‘‘bei jingshenbing’’—to punish rights advocates, despite protections in the PRC Mental Health Law 
(MHL) 49 and related regulations.50 [...] 
ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION 
Authorities continued to use administrative forms of detention, which allow officials to detain individuals 
without judicial oversight or protections for their rights under the PRC Criminal Procedure 
Law (CPL). [...] 
Ongoing Challenges in the Implementation of the Criminal Procedure Law 
This past year, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee passed legislation that could adversely 
affect the rights of prisoners and detainees. In addition, the Commission continued to observe reports of 
authorities violating the rights of detainees, despite protections in the PRC Criminal Procedure Law (CPL) 82 
and international human rights standards.83 [...] 
COERCED CONFESSIONS 
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Authorities continued to coerce detainees to confess guilt to crimes, in violation of the CPL,91 and in some 
cases forced detainees to recite apparently scripted remarks in court or on camera while in pretrial custody. 
[...] PROLONGED PRETRIAL DETENTION 
Authorities in some cases held suspects in pretrial detention beyond limits allowed in the CPL 100 and 
international human rights standards.101 Observers indicate that detainees held in prolonged pretrial 
detention are at an increased risk of torture.102 [...] 
ACCESS TO COUNSEL 
Authorities continued to deny some criminal suspects meetings with their lawyers and to prevent others from 
hiring their preferred attorneys, particularly in cases involving rights advocates. 
Chinese law grants suspects and defendants the right to hire 111 and meet with defense counsel,112 but it 
restricts meetings in cases of ‘‘endangering state security,’’ such as terrorism, or significant bribes,113 as well 
as for those held in ‘‘residential surveillance at  designated location’’ (RSDL),114 contravening international 
standards.115 [...] RESIDENTIAL SURVEILLANCE AT A DESIGNATED LOCATION 
Authorities continued to place some criminal suspects in ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated location’’ 
(RSDL),121 a form of incommunicado detention that can last up to six months,122 restricts access to 
counsel,123 and places detainees at risk of abuse by authorities.124 [...] 
Torture and Abuse in Custody 
Authorities continued to torture and abuse detainees,131 violating international standards.132 [...] 
Medical Care in Custody 
Authorities continued to deny or fail to provide adequate medical care to some detainees, which violates 
international human rights standards 141 and may amount to torture.142 
 

US Department of State: 2018 Report on International Religious Freedom: China, 21 June 2019 
 
There continued to be reports of deaths in custody and that the government tortured, physically abused, 
arrested, detained, sentenced to prison, or harassed adherents of both registered and unregistered religious 
groups for activities related to their religious beliefs and practices. [...] 
 
Religious groups reported deaths in or shortly after detentions, disappearances, and arrests and stated 
authorities tortured Tibetan Buddhists, Christians, and members of Falun Gong.  [...] 
 
 
The Vice President, Secretary of State, Ambassador, and other embassy and consulates general 
representatives repeatedly and publicly expressed concerns about abuses of religious freedom.  On July 26, 
the Vice President said, “Religious persecution is growing in both scope and scale in the world’s most populous 
country, the People’s Republic of China…Together with other religious minorities, Buddhists, Muslims, and 
Christians are often under attack.”  On September 21, the Secretary said, “Hundreds of thousands, and 
possibly millions of Uighurs are held against their will in so-called re-education camps, where they’re forced to 
endure severe political indoctrination and other awful abuses.  Their religious beliefs are decimated.  And 
we’re concerned too about the intense new government crackdown on Christians in China, which includes 
heinous actions like closing churches, burning Bibles, and ordering followers to sign papers renouncing their 
faith.”  A statement from the July 24-26 U.S. Government-hosted Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom 
said, “Many members of religious minority groups in China – including Uighurs, Hui, and Kazakh Muslims; 
Tibetan Buddhists; Catholics; Protestants; and Falun Gong – face severe repression and discrimination because 
of their beliefs.  These communities consistently report incidents, in which the authorities allegedly torture, 
physically abuse, arbitrarily arrest, detain, sentence to prison, or harass adherents of both registered and 
unregistered religious groups for activities related to their religious beliefs and peaceful practices.  Authorities 
also restrict travel and interfere with the selection, education, and veneration of religious leaders for many 
religious groups….”  The Ambassador and other embassy and consulate general officials met with Chinese 
officials, members of registered and unregistered religious groups, family members of religious prisoners, 
NGOs, and others to reinforce U.S. support for religious freedom. [...] 
 
The Wall Street Journal reported that Chinese authorities have subjected prisoners of conscience including 
Falun Gong, Uighurs, Tibetan Buddhists, and “underground” Christians to forcible organ extraction.  Former 
prisoners stated that while in detention, authorities subjected them to blood tests and unusual medical 
examinations that were then added to a database, enabling on-demand organ transplants.  On December 10, 
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an independent tribunal established by the international NGO International Coalition to End Transplant Abuse 
in China issued an interim judgement that the panel was “certain – unanimously, and sure beyond reasonable 
doubt – that in China, forced organ harvesting from prisoners of conscience has been practiced for a 
substantial period of time, involving a very substantial number of victims.” [...] 
 
There were reports that authorities tortured detainees, including by depriving them of food, water, and sleep. 

 
U.S. Department of State, 2019 Trafficking in Persons Report: China, 20 June 2019 
The government subjects Christians and members of other religious groups to forced labor as part of detention 
for the purpose of ideological indoctrination; survivors report having been forced to work in brick kilns, food 
processing centers, and factories manufacturing clothing and housewares. 
 

 
 
 
Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2019 – China, 4 February 2019 
Conditions in places of detention are harsh, with reports of inadequate food, regular beatings, and deprivation 
of medical care. Recent legal amendments encourage judges to exclude evidence obtained through torture, 
but in practice, torture and other forms of coercion are widely used to extract confessions or force political 
and religious dissidents to recant their beliefs. During 2018, human rights lawyers detained for their work 
reportedly experienced severe abuse in custody, including forced medication, while other activists were 
denied medical parole or treatment despite serious health concerns. Security agents routinely flout legal 
protections, and impunity is the norm for police brutality and suspicious deaths in custody. Citizens who seek 
redress for abuse in custody often meet with reprisals and even imprisonment. 
 
 

3. Situation of House Churches in Fu Qing city, Fujian province 

 
China Aid, Officials break into Fujian churches, 25 August 2019 
 
Officials in China’s Fujian province continue to persecute churches, breaking into the meeting places of 
Xingguang Church and Xinzao Church in Xiamen. 
 
According to Xingguang Church attendees, multiple officers broke into one of the church’s locations on Aug. 
19, which was being remodeled at the time. The Christians gathered there asked the officials to show their IDs 
and inspection papers, but they weren’t able to produce any documents. However, they continued to measure 
and inspect the building and even broke a Christian man’s cell phone. Congregants said that it was the second 
time the officials have raided the church. 
 
Likewise, those who attended Xinzao Church also requested that officials show identification, but they could 
not produce it. The officials claimed that it was a public space, even though the property is owned privately by 
the Christians. The police covered their badge numbers and asked a property management employee to join 
them in the inspection. Officers forbade the church members from photographing the situation, and one 
official said, “Don’t ask who we are. We enforce laws normally. Don’t obstruct me.” 
 
 
The same official asked the owner of the property why they were taking pictures, to which the owner replied, 
“I am a citizen of the People’s Republic of China, and you forcibly broke into private property without consent, 
so I have the right to take pictures.” 
 
 
China Aid, Chinese officials continue Sunday raids on local churches, Early Rain Covenant Church congregants 
still not free despite bail, 28 June 2019 
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(Xiamen, Fujian—June 28, 2019) Church members across China still continue to grapple with persecution at 
the hands of government officials. 
 
Authorities in the country have settled into a practice of raiding churches during Sunday service. On June 16, 
authorities marched into the Shanxi-based Taiyuan Cornerstone Church, closed down the building, and hauled 
off worshipers. 
 
According to congregants, police coerced believers to blaspheme the church via written testimony. 
 
On the same day, police made their way into a campus of Xunsiding Church in Xiamen, Fujian. Authorities told 
members to halt worship and stole cell phones to prevent people from videotaping or photographing their 
actions. 
 
A few days earlier on June 13, Xiamen police burst into Xinzao Church while believers were engaged in a Bible 
study. Accompanied by officials from the local religious affairs bureau, authorities filmed attendees and 
interrupted fellowship, ultimately taking away the church’s minister and at least 30 believers. 
 
Church members engaged with government personnel, reminding officials how the Chinese Constitution 
provides protection for religious freedom (Article 36). One police officer asked believers who told them 
constitutions protects religious freedom. 
 
Xinzao Church’s minister was released after several hours in custody. Police noted down the ID and cell phone 
numbers of believers. 
 
Xinzao Church has also faced other raids. At one point, uniformed officers burst into the church and demanded 
worship to cease. Congregants asked officials why they broke into private property. Police grilled believers 
about what they were doing and threatened to take away cell phones. 
 
Local Christians say Xiamen authorities plan to close down all house churches within two years. Officials raided 
Living Fountain Church, Haifu Church, Jimei Church, and the Mount of Olives Church in May. 
 
Authorities reportedly told pastors of Jimei Church to cease fellowship before May 31. 
 
In May, a campus of Xunsiding Church located in Xiangan District, Xiamen, faced harassment by a large group 
of police. According to congregants, police came on May 16, told worshipers to stop the service, and stole cell 
phones to prevent people from taking videos and photos. 

 
Bitter Winter, Government Continues to Dismantle House Churches in Fujian, 14 August 2019 
 
Accused of “illegality” or “disturbance,” terrorized and manipulated, numerous house churches are closed 
down to make them join the official Protestant church. 
by Ye Ling 
 
Since the new Regulations on Religious Affairs came into effect in February last year, the CCP has been 
focusing its crackdowns on those religious groups that are unwilling to be controlled by the government. 
Designated as unauthorized organizations, they have been subjected to harsh suppression and persecution. 
Wang Yi, a well-known Chinese house church pastor, called the Regulations “wicked from the perspective of 
religion, illegal from the perspective of the constitution, and foolish from the perspective of politics.” 
 
Numerous well-known house churches have been closed down across China in the past year: Zion Church and 
Shouwang Church in Beijing, Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, the capital of the southwestern province 
of Sichuan, and many more. 
 
House churches in Fujian Province in southeastern China have also been suffering severe persecutions. In May, 
one of the most influential and oldest churches in the province – Xunsiding Church in Xiamen city – was closed 
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down after nearly 70 years of existence. The remaining churches are under constant danger of being 
eliminated. 
 
A thirty-year-old church closed down 
Xiamen’s Shiyijian Church, founded in 1986, was shut down on order by the local authorities in June, leaving 
more than 200 believers spiritually homeless. 
 
Notice of closing meeting venues of Shiyijian Church 
A Notice issued by the Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau of Xiamen’s Siming district on closing meeting 
venues of Shiyijian Church. 
According to some church members, between June 2 and 9, officials from the local Ethnic and Religious Affairs 
Bureau, Public Security Bureau, and other government departments repeatedly came to harass them. They 
asserted that the gatherings in the church were illegal since they hadn’t joined the state-approved Three-Self 
Church. Officials also claimed that the church’s donation box constituted “illegal funding” and the Hong Kong-
published hymnbook used by the church was an “illegal publication.” 
 
On June 13, a notice of closure was posted at the church’s entrance. Officials returned to the church every 
week to make sure that believers have not resumed their gatherings. 
 
“The officials said that the government’s regulations outweigh the constitution. This should be exposed 
overseas, so people in foreign countries can see how lawless the Communist Party is and how it persecutes 
Christians in China,” a believer said resentfully. 
 
Six of the church’s branches – Hongsheng Church, Yuanyang Church, Jinshang Church, Kangle Church, Ruijing 
Church, and Jimei Church – were also shut down in succession. 
 
On May 22, the government ordered to shut down a meeting venue for elderly Christians near Xiamen 
University because it was “disturbing people.” Threatened to be fined by the police, believers had no choice 
but to disperse. 
 
The police stormed the meeting venue 
The police stormed the meeting venue for elderly Christians and ordered believers to disperse. 
“We’ve been assembling here for more than 20 years. Now the government says we’re disturbing people. If 
we were, could we have held gatherings for so many years?” one of the meeting venue’s believers said angrily. 
 
Numerous other house church meeting venues in Xiamen have been recently shut down; according to some 
media reports, as many as 40. A house church director from Xiamen told Bitter Winter that the authorities had 
threatened to shut down all known house church meeting venues in the city. 
 
Join Three-Self Church or face closure 
In Fujian’s capital Fuzhou, personnel from the local Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau broke into an 
evangelical house church during a gathering in late April, claiming that “the meeting venue was unapproved” 
and “believers were from outside the jurisdiction.” 
 
The raid was organized because the congregation had been refusing to join the Three-Self Church. The 
church’s director said that joining the state-run church means changing their faith. “Three-Self church 
preachers cannot talk about God’s creation of man. They have to talk about the theory of evolution,” the 
director explained. “Even sermons that mention God’s creation of man, sinners, or eschatology [the part of 
theology commonly referred to as “the end times”] are deemed unacceptable and substandard. Some local 
authorities also require preachers to give sermons based on government-issued content.” 
 
A government insider revealed that the identity of the director had been long known to the authorities. They 
threatened to arrest and interrogate congregation members on any trumped-up suspicion, like that there are 
criminals or drug users among the church’s believers, if the director disobeyed their requirements. 
 
Since the venue refused to join the Three-Self Church, it was closed down. To prevent believers from renewing 
their gatherings, the government forcibly removed all the stools from the meeting venue. 
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In May, a Local Church meeting venue in Zhulinjing community in Fuzhou’s Gulou district was also shut down 
by the police; more than 200 believers lost their place to worship. 
 
A notice regarding the closure of a meeting venue 
A notice regarding the closure of a meeting venue in the Zhulinjing community, issued by the Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau of Fuzhou’s Gulou district. 
During the same period, government officials stormed into another Local Church meeting venue in Fuzhou, 
ordering to join the Three-Self Church. “If you don’t agree, the landlord will be fined 200,000 RMB [around $ 
30,000],” the officials threatened. The meeting venue was forced to stop holding gatherings. 
 
Believers are gathering in the meeting venue before its closure 
Local Church believers in Fuzhou are gathering in their meeting venue before its closure. 
“As soon as a house church joins the Three-Self Church, the government will first control what is being said 
from the podium. Secondly, they will control the donation box; and thirdly, believers will be subjected to 
government regulations, forced to obey and follow the Party. Otherwise, they will find themselves on the road 
to ruin,” said the director of a house church. “The government sends its personnel to deliver sermons. In the 
end, we must submit to government control in every respect, which is equivalent to believing in the 
Communist Party.” 

 
Bitter Winter, House Church in Fujian Shut Down 8 Times, 24 March 2019 
The Chinese government has been persecuting the House of Bethel church in Fuzhou city since its opening 13 
years ago. 
 
A Bible and a cross on a table of a Chinese house churchIf at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. 
 
That appears to be the attitude the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) took against the church, House of Bethel, 
in Fuzhou city, in China’s southeastern Fujian Province. In the 13 years the church of 100 believers has been 
open, it has been persecuted repeatedly. 
 
In May 2018, officers from the local police station came to inspect the church on the grounds that it was 
“causing a disturbance to the public.” The police claimed the meeting venue didn’t have a religious activity 
venue registration certificate and ordered them to join the government-sanctioned Three-Self Church, or else 
be ordered to cease gathering altogether. The police also threatened them, saying all the Bibles and 
hymnbooks be removed or else tossed out by the authorities. 
 
“The police said we were disturbing the public, but that’s actually an excuse,” one co-worker at the church 
said. “There are several processing factories adjacent to us, and they are even louder, but the government 
doesn’t intervene.” 
 
Since the believers were unable to find a meeting venue at that time, they had no choice but to continue their 
gatherings there with great caution. To prevent police raids, after each gathering ended, they hid all the Bibles 
and hymnbooks. Soon afterward, personnel from the local fire department came to the church to conduct an 
inspection and sought to shut down the church on the grounds that “fire control measures were inadequate.”  
 
Even though the church made improvements according to the fire department’s requirements, the 
persecution continued. 
 
Shortly after that, personnel from the local police station and State Security Bureau arrived at the meeting 
venue. The police officers ripped off the crosses from the podium and the offering box and took photos 
throughout the church. Afterward, the police ordered the landlord to terminate the rental contract with the 
church and confiscated the landlord’s ID card. The landlord was afraid of getting in trouble and asked the 
person in charge of the church to hurry and resolve the matter. 
 
“In more than six months, they [the government officials] came time and time again, continuously harassing us 
and not letting us hold gatherings, persecuting us to the point that we were forced to leave,” said one of the 
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church’s preachers. “We don’t know where we will rent a place in the future, but we need to find someplace 
more secluded. Otherwise, our gathering venue will be shut down again.” 
 
Since the church was founded, in 2006, it has continually had to find new congregation places to rent. 
 
“We suffered our biggest losses this time. Initially, the venue we rented was unfurnished. We spent more than 
300,000 RMB (about $44,655) on furnishing and decorations alone,” one elderly believer said. “We never 
expected that it would be shut down after less than two years. Over the past 10-plus years, we have been 
forced to relocate time after time. We’re afraid of having to move again. It’s too hard!” 
 
The church wasn’t the only focal point: Back in October 2018, the church’s meeting venue for Christian 
university students, located near Fuzhou University District, was also raided and shut. More than a dozen 
police officers from the local police station stormed into the meeting venue, where 60 to 70 university 
students were holding a gathering, and began taking photographs of the students one by one and registering 
the information of each. 
 
“If you continue believing in God and holding gatherings, you won’t be allowed to graduate, nor will you be 
able to find a job!” one police officer threatened the students. The police also confiscated the ID cards of the 
two Christians who were in charge and took them to the police station for interrogation. They were warned 
not to organize gatherings for university students again. 
 
In addition to the closures of the church’s gathering venues, the church’s out-of-town preachers seeking to 
shepherd and support the believers have also been suppressed: Their personal ID information has been 
blacklisted, and they are monitored and restricted from going out of town to preach. “They are even 
questioned and restricted when buying bus or train tickets. They cannot leave their hometown at all,” one of 
the church workers said. “Some preachers are civil servants, so the police coerce them by threatening to 
dismiss them from their jobs. All of these preachers are under extremely tight surveillance by the local police; 
there is no way they can come out to preach.” 
 
As the church worker forthrightly put it: President Xi Jinping is following in the steps of Mao Zedong, 
demanding that everyone worship him over God. “The ultimate goal is to eliminate all faith,” he said. 

 
US Department of State: 2018 Report on International Religious Freedom: China, 21 June 2019 
 
Regulations concerning religion also vary by province; many provinces updated their regulations during the 
year following the enforcement of the revised regulations in February.  In addition to the five nationally 
recognized religions, local governments, at their discretion, permit certain unregistered religious communities 
to carry out religious practices.  Examples include local governments in Xinjiang and in and Heilongjiang, 
Zhejiang, and Guangdong Provinces that allow members of Orthodox Christian communities to participate in 
unregistered religious activities.  The central government classifies worship of Mazu, a folk deity with Taoist 
roots, as “cultural heritage” rather than religious practice. [...] 
Media reported police detained Vincenzo Guo Xijin, the Vatican-appointed bishop of the Mindong area of 
Fujian Province, on March 26 after he reportedly declined to jointly lead an Easter ceremony with government-
approved Bishop Vincenzo Zhan Silu, who was not recognized by the Holy See.  Police released him the next 
day.  In a compromise, authorities allowed Guo to lead the ceremony, provided he kept it “low key” and 
agreed not to wear his bishop’s insignia. 
 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada: China: Christian House Churches, including smaller 
congregations that meet in people's homes; activities and beliefs; treatment of members by 
authorities, including in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces (2017-October 2019) 
[CHN106374.E], 22 October 2019 
 
Regional Treatment, Including in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces 
According to Australia's DFAT report, "[r]estrictions on religious organisations vary widely according to local 
conditions, and can be inconsistent or lack transparency, making it difficult to form general conclusions" 
(Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.44). The CFR similarly states that "[i]mplementation of religious policy is largely 
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left to local party officials," with leaders in some places having more tolerance for Christian religious activities 
than in others (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
 
The US Religious Freedom Report for 2018 states that "[r]egulations concerning religion … vary by province," 
and that "local governments, at their discretion, permit certain unregistered religious communities to carry out 
religious practices" (US 21 June 2019, 8). The same report cites the example of "local governments in Xinjiang 
and in Heilongjiang, Zhejiang, and Guangdong Provinces that allow members of Orthodox Christian 
communities to participate in unregistered religious activities" (US 21 June 2019, 8). Corroborating information 
could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of 
this Response. 
 
The Assistant Professor stated that, according to her field research conducted in several cities of the country, 
the "logic by which local governments treat house churches is very similar across cities … [h]ouse churches 
either cooperate with the state, or they do not. Dissident churches are treated the same, regardless of the 
cities they are in" (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019). However, according to the Senior Lecturer, there are 
regional differences with regards to the treatment of house churches (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2017). The 
Distinguished Professor similarly stated that there are differences in treatment, and 
 
[t]he differences seem to be due to the local implementation of the regulations. In some places the 
implementation is light and superficial, and [in] some places it is quite heavy. Also, some house church escape 
notice and others are targeted—seemingly the treatment being a matter of friendliness with the local 
authorities (sometimes having to do with bribes). (Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019) 
 
Sources note in particular the actions taken by authorities against churches in the Zhejiang province in recent 
years (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7; Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 47; Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.88). 
Sources indicate that thousands of crosses have been removed from churches by authorities since the 
beginning of a 2013 campaign (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.88; Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 47; 
Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). According to Australia's DFAT report, several hundred unregistered churches 
were also demolished, and the provincial government "punished church leaders who oppose the campaign 
with heavy sentences (up to 14 years) on public disorder charges, as well as apparently unrelated charges such 
as embezzlement" and "also targeted lawyers defending" them (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.88). The CFR 
adds that in the city of Wenzhou in Zhejiang province, "known for its large Christian population," party officials 
"ordered the removal of hundreds of crosses and demolition of dozens of churches that allegedly violated 
construction regulations, though several had received prior approval from local officials" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
According to the Senior Lecturer, "[t]he restrictions in Zhejiang in the past few years was presumed by most 
researchers to be due to the publicness of those Christians" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2017). Further and 
corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
According to the CESNUR Director, "[r]epression has been particularly strong in Henan" (Director 24 Sept. 
2019). Other sources also indicate a crackdown in Henan Province, including the demolition of several church 
buildings (Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a), the prevention of house church gatherings 
and the confiscation of religious materials (Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019). According to the CFR, "[o]ther 
provinces with large Christian populations, including Anhui and Jiangsu, have also undergone crackdowns" 
(CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
 
Information on the treatment of Christians in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces could not be found 
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 

 
 
 
Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, China: Christian proselytism; treatment of Christians who 
proselytize, particularly in Guangdong and Fujian (2016-October 2018) Research Directorate, Immigration and 
Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa, 27 September 2018 
 
3.1 Geographic Differences in Treatment 
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The Lecturer stated that "tactics [used by authorities] tend to vary even within a province, so it is difficult to be 
specific" (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018). The Senior Lecturer stated that his understanding of the situation in the past 
few decades is that Christian proselytism is "more problematic in urban centers," such as Beijing, "though a lot 
of it depends on each region/locale and the government officials overseeing those areas" (Senior Lecturer 23 
Sept. 2018). The ChinaAid representative similarly stated that the central government's regulations on religion 
are sometimes interpreted differently by local officials, causing greater "persecution" in some areas than 
others (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). 
 
The ChinaAid representative added that 
 
[i]t is worth noting, however, that Christian persecution is present in every single region of the country, and 
the situation is becoming increasingly serious all across the nation as authorities implement the new 
Regulations on Religious Affairs, which leaves no room for people to practice faith without submitting to 
government monitoring and censorship. (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b) 
 
Likewise, the Professor stated that "[t]here used to be regions (such as Henan) where there were more 
Christians and therefore [proselytism by Christians was] less frowned upon, but over the past year or so there 
has been a nationwide crackdown" (Professor 18 Sept. 2018). The former Executive Secretary stated that 
"[t]he current reports on strict application of the religious regulations with more restrictions on proselytism 
are concentrated in Henan, Zhejiang, some parts of Guizhou [and] some parts of Anhui" (Former Executive 
Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). The Distinguished Professor similarly stated that the new Regulations are being 
implemented "very harshly" in Henan and Zhejiang, among other areas (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 
2018). 
 
According to Radio Free Asia (RFA), local authorities in Xinjian reportedly issued a list of "'illegal' religious 
activities" including "attempts to proselytize or carry out missionary work 'in the guise' of' poverty and disaster 
relief, tourism and academic and cultural exchanges" (RFA 28 Feb. 2017). The same source added that "[u]nder 
the new rules [regulating religious affairs], no religious group is permitted to carry out any religious activities 
including preaching, missionary work, proselytizing of new believers and ordaining clergy without prior 
government approval" (RFA 28 Feb. 2017). 
 
According to the Lecturer, 
 
[t]he east of China (especially coastal provinces) have tended to be less restrictive in terms of clamping down 
on public forms of proselytism, although that is quite generalised. Also, the further south (away from Beijing) a 
place is, the less restrictive it tends to be (although, again, this is only a general tendency). (Lecturer 1 Oct. 
2018) 
 
3.2 Guangdong and Fujian Provinces 
The Lecturer stated that 
 
[b]oth Guangdong and Fujian were much more "liberal" in the 2000s and even some of the churches not 
registered with the state operated quite openly. However, I know that in the last 2 years or so, unregistered 
churches have been closed down by the authorities in places such as Xiamen [Fujian Province] (Christians 
probably continue to meet together but will be less open than before). (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018) 
 
According to the former Executive Secretary, some parts of Guangdong are reportedly subjected to stricter 
application of restrictions on proselytism (Former Executive Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). A 2016 RFA report 
indicates that "police detained and questioned a woman after she handed out leaflets and tried to spread her 
Christian faith in Shantou city [in Guangdong]" (RFA 12 Feb. 2016). 
 
Further information on the treatment of Christians who proselytise in Guangdong Province could not be found 
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
The Lecturer stated, as an example, that Fujian [as a coastal province, far south of Beijing] "is much less 
restrictive than Shandong," which is closer to Beijing (Lecture 1 Oct. 2018). Corroboration and further 
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information on the treatment of Christians who proselytise in Fujian Province could not be found among the 
sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 

Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, DFAT COUNTRY INFORMATION 
REPORTPEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, 3 October 2019 
 
Religion in Fujian 
3.33 While a wide variety of religions are practised across China, they are generally able to thrive to a 
greater degree in Fujian province (Fujian). This is largely due to Fujian’s ethnic and linguistic diversity and 
historical geographical isolation from other parts of China. However, Fujian’s links with other areas of China 
increased following the mid-1950s completion of a railway line that connected Xiamen to other areas of China. 
3.34 Fujian, home to only 2.8 per cent of the Chinese population, is located in the southeast of the People’s 
Republic of China, bordered by Zhejiang Province to the north, Jiangxi Province to the west and Guangdong 
province to the south. Its main cities are Fuzhou, Xiamen and Quanzhou, which are all located along or close 
to the coast facing the Taiwan Strait. Quanzhou linked Tang dynasty China (618 – 907) with Southeast Asia 
through trade and shipping. 
3.35 Because of poverty and poor agricultural productivity, Fujian residents have a long history of 
emigration to Southeast Asia and, in more recent times, to the United States, Europe, Australia and Africa. 
Fujian is the historic ‘hometown’ of many overseas Chinese and in 2017 there were an estimated 15.8 million 
people originating from Fujian residing across 180 countries and regions overseas. The historical willingness 
of people from Fujian to travel overseas continues in 2019. 
3.36 DFAT assesses that individuals in Fujian have historically practised religion more freely within 
statesanctioned boundaries than in other parts of China, as long as practices do not challenge the interests or 
authority of the Chinese Communist Party. However, DFAT assesses religious control in Fujian has 
incrementally tightened, albeit from a looser base, in line with the rest of the country (See Government 
Framework regarding religion). [...] 
3.80 Religious NGOs claim that, while pressure on Christian groups differs from province to province, a 
trend of increased pressure on Christian groups normalised across provinces in 2018. Authorities apply 
pressure to Christian churches during monthly ‘tea’ meetings. According to media, authorities cracked down 
on Christmas celebrations in December 2018. Several cities, schools and government institutions issued 
instructions not to celebrate Christmas and to promote Chinese culture instead, and at least four cities and 
one county issued a ban on Christmas decorations. In Langfei, Hebei province, authorities ordered the removal 
of all Christmas decorations and stopped shops selling Christmas-themed products to ‘maintain stability.’ In 
Changsha, Hunan province, the education bureau issued a directive to schools not to celebrate ‘western 
festivals’ such as Christmas, and not to put up decorations, post related messages or exchange gifts. 
Nevertheless, DFAT notes Christmas decorations were still visible in some department stores in major cities 
across China. 
 
 
Bitter Winter, Fujian Home Churches Shuttered Under False Pretenses, 19 January 2019 
 
Government officials are on a tear, cracking down on renowned house churches all over China. 
The only thing on fire when it came to a charismatic house church in Xiamen city in southeastern Fujian 
Province were authorities’ pants as they lied to the congregants about the church’s fire control facilities being 
substandard. 
 
The Home of God’s Love Christian Church in Xiamen city. 
On December 18, 2018, Home of God’s Love Christian Church became one of the latest churches to be closed 
down by government officials for made-up code violations. In September, the local Fire Prevention Bureau 
stopped by unannounced to inspect the church. They claimed the church’s fire prevention measures weren’t 
up to par and then forced the property management company to demand fixes or else have the entire building 
be sealed off. 
 
The church’s pastor said that he would make the fixes: the Fire Prevention Bureau demanded that the house of 
worship be installed with four emergency exits – at the time there were only two – and demanded that they 
use specialized fire exit doors. 
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But then the fire prevention team threw in the real kicker, saying, even if the church spent one million RMB 
($147,710) on fixes, they would still fail to meet the required standards. [...] 
According to church members, the church had already carried out renovations in accordance with the Fire 
Prevention Bureau’s requirements. In fact, they even asked Bureau officials to come and hold fire drills and 
lectures. But then the Fire Prevention Bureau demands became more over-the-top and even more untenable. 
Then, on December 18, under pressure from the Fire Prevention Bureau, the property management company 
sent a notice ordering the church to move out, giving the reason that the church’s location could only be used 
for factory buildings. 
“This is just an excuse,” one church worker said. 
 
And indeed it is, if the past is any indication: After the church had rented an apartment, the government 
pressured the landlord into terminating the lease contract. Now that the meeting venue has been purchased 
by the church, the government has applied the same kind of pressure to the property management company. 
 
This isn’t anything new, according to an insider, who said that the authorities have been drumming up all sorts 
of excuses to try to shut down the church – all the way to 2005. 
 
Xiamen city isn’t alone. 
 
On December 23, 2018 a house church in Quanzhou city, near Xiamen, that was established more than 20 
years ago was harassed by more than 30 local police officers, who guarded the entrance of the church meeting 
venue and prohibited believers from entering on the grounds that “the meeting venue’s fire control facilities 
were not up to standard.” 
 
So, the more than 40 believers were forced to hold their gathering while standing outside the meeting venue 
while on-site police officers videotaped them and ordered them to end the gathering. 
 
“You need to register [to join the Three-Self Church]. If you keep holding gatherings, you will be fined,” a police 
officer told the church pastor. 
 
This church has been enduring government persecution since May 2018. And in October, three of the church’s 
co-workers were summoned for questioning by the Religious Affairs Bureau. 
 
“Either you can go and register with the Three-Self Church, or you’ll be dissolved,” an official from the 
Religious Affairs Bureau threatened. “The church’s finances have to be managed by the government. If you 
refuse, the Public Security Bureau will shut your church down. This is an order issued by the central 
government.” 
 
One official from the Three-Self Patriotic Movement tried to lure them, saying: “As long as you go to register, 
you will receive a position as a standing committee member.” 
 
But the church worker countered, saying that only “God is the head of the church,” no matter how much the 
government would like itself to be. 
 
 

4. Surveillance, particularly of religious adherents and house church groups 

 
Open Doors, World Watch List 2020: Trends, undated [accessed 5 March 2020] 
 
Persecution is going digital 
Persecution keeps apace of modern developments, and governments are increasingly using surveillance. The 
explosion in digital technologies has been used to target Christians – particularly in China (23) and India (10) , 
where facial-recognition technology and artificial intelligence have been used to identify and discriminate 
against believers. 
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Amnesty International: Human Right in Asia-Pacific; Review of 2019 - China, 30 January 2020 
 
With the assistance of private technology and internet companies, officials mastered the use of facial 
recognition, real-name registration systems and big data to keep people under indiscriminate mass 
surveillance and control. In July, a draft regulation on China's social credit system proposed punishing citizens 
for disseminating information that "violates social morality" or causes "adverse social impacts". In January, 
Chinese users reported that they had been threatened, detained or warned for being active on Twitter – a 
social media platform officially banned in the country. China also extended its control of cyberspace beyond its 
“Great Firewall” by launching powerful malware and denial of service attacks against overseas servers, 
websites and messaging apps deemed problematic. 
 
Human Rights Watch: World Report 2020 - China, 14 January 2020 
 
It devoted massive resources to new technologies for social control, adding artificial intelligence, biometrics, 
and big data to its arsenal to monitor and shape the minds and behaviors of 1.4 billion people. [...] 
“Our research shows, for the first time, that Xinjiang police are using illegally gathered information about 
people’s completely lawful behavior – and using it against them.” [...] 
The effect of Chinese government censorship continues to reach beyond the Chinese borders. WeChat, China’s 
popular messaging platform used by more than a billion Chinese-speakers at home and abroad, is subject to 
the usual Chinese censorship applied to all domestic social media.  [...]  
The government’s use of mass surveillance technologies is on the rise. Police, security agencies, and public and 
private entities targeted their use at vulnerable communities. In 2019, media reports revealed that a Hangzhou 
school had installed cameras to monitor students’ facial expressions and attentiveness, while a Nanjing 
company had required sanitation workers to wear GPS watches to monitor their efficiency. 
 
Chinese technology companies, particularly Huawei but also artificial intelligence companies such as 
Cloudwalk, were under intense scrutiny for their ties to the Chinese government and their cooperation with 
foreign technology counterparts. As they expand worldwide, offering affordable equipment and services to 
governments and companies, there are concerns that they are enabling the proliferation of mass surveillance. 
In July, a media report found that US technology companies had collaborated with a Chinese company, 
Semptian, in developing microprocessors that enable computers to analyze vast amounts of data more 
efficiently, and that Semptian had used them to enhance mass surveillance and censorship for Chinese security 
agencies. 
 

Bitter Winter, Bitter Winter Feature Series for Human Rights Day (II): High-tech Surveillance 
Measures, 11 December 2019 
The Chinese authorities have applied the facial recognition technology to all imaginable situations. Invasive 
high-tech surveillance equipment is used to monitor and control China’s residents every step of their way. In a 
village under the jurisdiction of Hangzhou, the capital of the eastern province of Zhejiang, the number of 
surveillance cameras has increased to 500 this year from 300 in 2018. Surveillance cameras equipped with 
facial recognition devices have been installed at major intersections. 
High-tech facial recognition systems are used in particular against believers, as the CCP escalates its crackdown 
on all religions. A believer from a house church in Hangzhou said that 106 surveillance cameras were installed 
in her community in April, and the regular doorbell at the entrance was replaced with a smart lock. [...] 
The high-pressure Xinjiang-style surveillance has rapidly spread among the Han populace as well. In June, the 
Public Security Bureau of a locality in the southeastern province of Jiangxi installed 195 surveillance cameras in 
a residential compound under its jurisdiction. High-tech surveillance equipment, including ID card scanners 
and a facial recognition system, was also fitted at the entrance. The personal information of all residents has 
been entered into the system, and now every person who enters the compound is put under the close 
surveillance of the CCP’s “Big Brother.” [...] 
Under various pretexts, the CCP is collecting a full range of biometric information from all citizens across the 
country, seriously invading their privacy. On the morning of July 24, local police went to the homes of village 
residents in Shangzhuang town, under the jurisdiction of Jiangxi’s Fengcheng city, to collect blood samples 
from males, one adult and one child, in each family. All village residents were also asked to fill in the “DNA 
Database Personnel Information Form.” [...] 
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In addition, a local police station in Fuqing city in the southeastern province of Fujian issued a public notice for 
blood sample collection, in preparation for the national census and the launch of the third generation digital ID 
cards for Chinese citizens. Some male residents in the jurisdiction were selected to have their blood samples 
collected. [...] 
The requirement for the owners of rental properties to install cameras in their units adds to the long list of 
high-tech surveillance systems and programs launched by the Chinese government to ensure the complete 
control over its population, including Skynet, Sharp Eyes, and others. Residents in Fujian Province reported 
that the police had forcibly installed surveillance devices in the door locks of some rental properties. According 
to the workers who installed these surveillance devices, through them, authorities can monitor who is entering 
and leaving each rental property. [...] 
The authorities are using satellite positioning systems, aerial drones, and other high-tech tools to conduct 
surveillance on believers and identify religious meeting venues to be closed. 
In October 2018, a Buddhist temple on Bijia Mountain, located in Zunhua city in the northern province of 
Hebei, was closed by the local government. Subsequently, aerial drones continued to monitor the temple. 
 
In December last year, in central China’s Henan Province, the local government shut down Si’en Church, a 
Three-Self church in Lihe township, under the jurisdiction of Nanyang city. On March 8, 2019, officials installed 
a 360-degree high-definition surveillance camera under the eaves of Si’en Church, aiming at the temporary 
meeting venue. Under round-the-clock surveillance, the believers were threatened by the township’s security 
director to stop gathering at the temporary venue, or else face arrest. 
 

Bitter Winter, For Mobile Users in China, One ‘Wrong’ Word Means Punishment, 2 December 2019 
And today, China’s Communist Party is building a surveillance state unlike anything the world has ever seen,” 
United States Vice President Mike Pence remarked in a speech in Washington D.C. on October 24. “Hundreds 
of millions of surveillance cameras stare down from every vantage point. Ethnic minorities must navigate 
arbitrary checkpoints where police demand blood samples, fingerprints, voice recordings, and multiple angle 
head shots, and even iris scans.” 
 
On top of that, the regime has long maintained a firm grip on the citizens’ use of the internet and mobile 
technologies, monitoring and controlling the conversation on digital media to manipulate public opinion and 
block any information deemed “sensitive to the state.” And the censorship measures continue to snowball. 
From December 1, people are required to have their faces scanned when registering new mobile phone 
services so that the government could identify all users and control their activities online, since most Chinese 
access the internet via their phones. 
 
“There is simply no privacy in China. Social media, calls and messages on mobile phones are all under 
surveillance,” a former employee of China Mobile Online Services Company, a subsidiary of China Mobile 
Limited, the state-owned and largest telecommunications service provider in mainland China, told Bitter 
Winter. “If one says anything deemed unfavorable to the CCP, he or she will be punished. Every person is 
monitored and controlled under the pretext ‘to crack down on harassment.’” Fearing retaliation from the 
government, even though he has recently resigned from his post, the man requested anonymity; we will, 
therefore, call him Mr. Li. [...] 
Mr. Li said that specially assigned “censors” – he was one of them – are monitoring the company users’ phone 
calls and messages in the name of dealing with “harmful” information. The surveillance covers all China Mobile 
users in the 31 provincial-level administrative units, excluding Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan. The system is 
programmed to automatically detect anything concerning politics and religious beliefs, including remarks 
critical of the CCP and unfavorable to the state leaders. Once such information is discovered, company 
employees are assigned to review it thoroughly. 
 
Mr. Li said that he monitored calls and messages together with at least 500 colleagues, and the work was very 
stressful. He recalled: “If anyone were not careful enough and missed a piece of sensitive information, this 
would result in the deduction in monthly salary and year-end bonus. I usually had to handle more than ten 
thousand pieces of information every month. It was unavoidable to make mistakes, at least one or two a year.” 
 
Mr. Li revealed that religion-related words and phrases, like “Almighty God” and “Falun Gong,” have been 
identified as “sensitive.” Texts and conversations that mention the word “Party” or revoking membership in 
the Communist Party or the Communist Youth League are closely monitored and controlled. “Anything 
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deemed unfavorable to the CCP is labeled ‘political,’” Mr. Li explained. “For example, immediate measures will 
be taken to intercept messages that mention the CCP’s organ harvesting from Falun Gong practitioners to 
prevent leaks.” 
 
“If any sensitive words were detected during phone calls, in MMS, SMS, or messages on social networking sites 
like WeChat, the system would automatically intercept the information and users’ services would be 
deactivated instantly, disabling these people to make phone calls or send messages,” Mr. Li continued. “If 
users want to reactivate the service, they have to go to a China Mobile service center with their ID card and 
write a statement promising never to share any sensitive information again.” 
 
Deactivation of ones’ mobile number for “inappropriate” remarks is considered a minor warning. If the 
authorities decide that the misdemeanor is “serious,” the punishment can be harsher. Mr. Li gave an example. 
In May, a resident in the southeastern province of Fujian was intercepted on the border, and his passport was 
destroyed by border guards who told him that he was prohibited from traveling abroad because he had 
previously made remarks criticizing the CCP and state leaders. His comments were deemed “insulting to the 
government” and “disturbing public order.” 
 
“The censorship criteria have been constantly updated in recent years, resulting in more heavy censorship and 
fewer loopholes,” Mr. Li added. 

 
CECC – Congressional-Executive Commission on China: Annual Report 2019, 18 November 2019 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Findings 
[...] • Authorities continued to develop technology-based means to help public security officials track persons 
of interest—based in part on large-scale, sometimes involuntary collection of personal data—raising concerns 
over Chinese citizens’ privacy and the potential for public security officials’ capacity to use this 
technology to crack down on rights advocates and other targeted persons. The manner in which authorities 
collected personal data, including biometric data, appeared to violate privacy protections in international 
human rights instruments. [...]  
This past year, authorities continued to develop technology-based means to help public security officials track 
persons of interest.163 These developments are based in part on large-scale, sometimes involuntary collection 
of personal data—raising concerns about privacy and public security officials’ capacity to crack down on rights 
advocates and other targeted persons.164 Collection of personal information, including biometric data, may 
violate privacy protections in international human rights instruments,165 and the Commission 
did not observe efforts by authorities to bring the collection or use of such information in line with 
international standards.166 Examples of technology used to track and collect data on individuals included 167 
smart glasses,168 artificial intelligence,169 facial recognition,170 and drones.171 Authorities increasingly used 
technology 
that can scan facial features as well as vehicle license plates 172 for 
comparison against a centralized database linked with other personal information.173 At times the technology 
was used in conjunction with the social credit system.174 [...] 
 
INSTITUTIONS OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 
Findings 
[...] • While the Chinese government used technology to facilitate citizens’ access to public services, it 
continued to employ a combination of ‘‘big data, artificial intelligence, recognition technology and other police 
techniques’’ to impose social and political control. Data collection became more centralized and coordinated, 
as an increasing number of province-level jurisdictions have established ‘‘Big Data Bureaus.’’ In particular, 
authorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region used apps to track and target Uyghurs and Turkic 
Muslims for investigation, which often would result in the detention of the targeted individuals for non-
criminal conduct. [...] 
Use of Technology to Control Citizens 
While the Chinese government used technology to facilitate citizens’ access to public services,42 it continued 
to employ a combination of ‘‘big data, artificial intelligence, recognition technology and 
other police techniques’’ to impose social and political control.43 
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SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGY 
The Chinese government demonstrated its technological capacity 44 to implement advanced surveillance 
systems. For example, authorities installed facial recognition systems at sites with a high volume of human 
traffic, such as at an airport in Shanghai municipality,45 four subway stations in Guangzhou municipality, 
Guangdong province,46 and the border crossing of the Hong KongZhuhai-Macau Bridge.47 Despite having the 
potential to speed up the security screening process,48 the technology has raised privacy concerns.49 
Examples of surveillance systems implemented during this reporting year, including those that emerged from 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), demonstrate that the Chinese government has a policy of 
using technology for repression.50 One official who worked in a mass internment camp in the XUAR said 
that authorities could constantly monitor each room through a system of surveillance cameras, which they 
used to control detainees’ activities including bathroom usage.51 In another example, authorities required 
members of a government-sanctioned Christian church in the XUAR to verify their identity and go through a 
facial recognition system, which effectively prevented some of them from participating in the church service 
due to the time involved in being processed.52 In May 2019, non-governmental organization (NGO) Human 
Rights Watch released a report in which it documented Chinese authorities’ use of apps as part of the 
‘‘Integrated Joint Operations Platforms’’ to track and target Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims for 
investigation, which often resulted in the detention of the targeted individuals for non-criminal conduct.53 [...] 
PROVINCES CREATED BIG DATA ADMINISTRATION BUREAUS 
Authorities’ efforts to collect information became more coordinated and centralized this past year. Following 
the restructuring of central government agencies in March 2018,54 local governments also underwent 
reorganization,55 with a number of them creating new provincial- and prefectural-level bureaus designed to 
manage big data,56 adding to the existing 21 similar agencies.57 These bureaus, seen as instrumental to 
building smart cities,58 are tasked with coordinating data collection and sharing among different government 
agencies to improve transparency and the capacity of governance.59 While big data bureaus have the 
potential to improve citizens’ access to government services,60 observers noted the lack 
of adequate privacy protection and expressed concerns that these bureaus can serve as the Chinese 
government’s instrument of surveillance.61 
In one example, a plan issued by a local government in Henan province indicated that the provincial 
government was gathering, auditing, and entering information of religious followers into a 
database, according to an online magazine focusing on religious 
freedom in China.62 The database—called the ‘‘Henan Province Religious Affairs Management and Service 
Platform’’—began operation in May 2018,63 and the data-gathering efforts may be part of 
the ideological ‘‘rectification measures’’ issued by the Henan Provincial Party Committee around September 
2018.64 Some religious practitioners expressed concern that databases like this one would facilitate ‘‘the 
Chinese Communist government to carry out further monitoring, restriction, or even crack down’’ on religious 
followers.65 
 
[...] BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
Findings 
[...] • Chinese security authorities continued to work with domestic companies to expand the reach and 
analytical power of government surveillance systems. Chinese technology firms ZTE, Hikvision, iFlytek, Huawei 
Technologies, SenseTime, Megvii, CloudWalk, Yitu, and Tiandy all reportedly sold 
technology to Chinese authorities for use in surveillance systems. This surveillance is used to target rights 
advocates and others whom the government views as a threat. For example, police in at least 16 provinces and 
regions were reportedly using artificial intelligence (AI) to track the movement of 
Uyghurs, an ethnic minority group. 
• Companies in China collect large amounts of data on Chinese citizens and are required under Chinese law to 
make this data available to authorities. In the wake of rising domestic concerns over data collection and 
misuse, the government has already begun to revise recent regulations governing consumer data collection. 
While the government has punished companies over the collection of consumer data in some instances, the 
government has simultaneously expanded its own data collection powers. 
• Chinese government restrictions on freedom of expression increased this past year, and companies—
particularly tech companies—were both targets and enablers of Chinese government 
censorship. For example, Tencent’s WeChat—a ubiquitous social media app in China—regularly filters and 
censors content and turns over user information to authorities. In 2018, media reports revealed that Google 
was developing a censored version of its search engine in an attempt to re-enter the Chinese market. 
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Following employee protests and media attention, Google’s Vice President for Government Affairs and Public 
Policy informed the Congress in July 2019 that Google had ‘‘terminated’’ the search engine project. [...] 
EVOLVING REGULATORY REGIME 
Chinese law allows the government to collect personal data from companies without adequate protections for 
the internationally recognized right to privacy.73 For example, the PRC Cybersecurity 
Law requires companies to store user data inside mainland 
China 74 and to provide technical support to authorities conducting 
criminal investigations or ‘‘protecting state security,’’ 75 without 
specifying what such technical support entails.76 The PRC National 
Intelligence Law similarly requires entities operating in China—including companies—to provide support and 
assistance to authorities engaged in ‘‘intelligence work’’ without defining what the government considers 
‘‘intelligence work.’’ 77 
In September 2018, the Ministry of Public Security issued implementing provisions that further detailed the 
government’s authority under the Cybersecurity Law.78 The new provisions allow police 
to inspect data centers, internet service providers, and others, providing for both on-site and remote 
inspections and allowing police to copy ‘‘relevant information’’ from the companies they inspect.79 
Experts note that companies typically must comply with government demands to provide information.80 
Chapter 4 of the implementing regulations stipulates potential criminal penalties for failure to comply.81 
In the wake of rising domestic concerns over data collection and misuse, the government has already begun to 
revise recent regulations governing consumer data collection.82 Observers noted that while the government 
has punished companies over the collection of consumer data in some instances, the government has 
simultaneously expanded its own data collection powers—in some cases leading to conflicting guidance for 
businesses over whether and when to retain user data.83 [...] 
CONTINUED EXPANSION OF SURVEILLANCE NETWORKS 
Chinese security authorities continued to work with domestic companies to expand the reach and analytical 
power of government surveillance systems. In February 2019, the Chinese Communist Party Central 
Committee called for the expansion of the rural surveillance system dubbed ‘‘Sharp Eyes.’’ 90 According to the 
Nikkei Asian Review, numerous Chinese firms have supplied equipment and services to the government for the 
Sharp Eyes project, including Hikvision, ZTE, iFlytek, Inspur, Huawei Technologies, 
and Alibaba Group Holding.91 In addition to the Sharp Eyes surveillance project, Chinese technology firms 
SenseTime, Megvii, and Tiandy all reportedly sold technology to Chinese authorities for use in other 
surveillance systems.92 For example, SenseTime sold artificial intelligence (AI) technology to police in China in 
the form of SenseTotem and SenseFace surveillance systems.93 In April 2019, the New York Times revealed 
that police departments in at least 16 provinces and regions were using AI to track the movement of Uyghurs, 
an ethnic minority group.94 Chinese companies CloudWalk, Megvii, Yitu, and SenseTime assisted authorities in 
this surveillance.95 The head of China equity strategy for Credit Suisse noted that for many Chinese AI firms, 
their ‘‘biggest business’’ was government surveillance projects.96 As one human rights advocate noted, while 
the Chinese government claims these surveillance projects target criminals, ‘‘police treat those that exercise 
basic civil liberties like peaceful assembly or freedom of association as criminals.’’ 97 
U.S. firms have also assisted in the development of Chinese government surveillance systems. According to a 
November 2018 Wall Street Journal report, the U.S. chipmaker Nvidia has sold chips to 
SenseTime.98 Nvidia has also sold chips to Hikvision, one of the Chinese firms that has been integral to the 
construction of government surveillance systems.99 The U.S. consulting firm McKinsey 
& Company reportedly assisted local governments in China to implement ‘‘smart cities’’ surveillance 
systems.100 In the words of one 
expert, these ‘‘smart cities’’ projects are ‘‘about political control.’’ 101 
 

European Parliament, European Parliament resolution of 18 April 2019 on China, notably the 
situation of religious and ethnic minorities (2019/2690(RSP)), 18 April 2019 
 
G. whereas a sophisticated network of invasive digital surveillance has been developed, 
including facial recognition technology and data collection; 
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Open Doors, China profile, undated [accessed 5 March 2020] 

https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/china/ 
 
How many Christians are there in China? 
Open Doors estimates that there are around 97.2 million Christians in China. China is a huge country, with 
around 1.4 billion people, and so Christians only make up around seven per cent of the total population. 
 
Why are Christians persecuted in China? 
The goal of the Communist Party of China, led by President Xi Jinping, is to maintain its power through national 
unity – including the control of all religions. Since the Communist Party took over the implementation of the 
regulations on religion, the treatment of religious groups has become much harsher. Christians are a particular 
focus because they are the largest social force in China that isn’t controlled by the state. 
 
Christians from Muslim or Tibetan Buddhist backgrounds also face rejection and attack by their communities, 
as leaving their traditional religions is seen as a betrayal. 
 
Meet Jin* 
“By the last day of confinement, I had made peace with myself and with God. It was settled. I knew without a 
doubt that no matter what happened I would serve the Lord.” 
JIN, CHINA 
 
What’s life like for Christians in China? 
Pastor Jin, who now leads an unregistered church, was arrested and placed in solitary confinement for ten 
days after the police burst into a church meeting. Up until that point, his church had enjoyed relative freedom 
and mostly went untroubled by the increasing restrictions placed on Christians by the Chinese government. 
 
Those ten days in isolation caused Jin to not only recognise the severity of the situation, but also made him 
confront his own doubts about his faith. He says, “By the end of my time in detention I had whittled the battle 
in my mind down to one crucial question: If I am called of God, am I really willing to sacrifice everything for the 
sake of the gospel? For the Lord Jesus?” 
 
As Pastor Jin discovered, the situation for Christians has deteriorated all over China. Churches are monitored, 
and some have been attacked by the security forces or closed down. Church leaders are detained. Children 
under 18 are banned from attending church. Religion is banned from the public sphere, and teachers and 
medical staff have been pressured to sign documents saying they have no religious faith. The online sale of 
Bibles was banned in 2018. 
 
Believers from Muslim or Tibetan Buddhist backgrounds often keep their faith a secret. They may hide their 
Bibles, and it can be difficult for them to meet with other believers safely. If discovered, they may be 
threatened, beaten, or even reported to the authorities and imprisoned for a few days. 
 
How can I help Christians in China 
Please keep praying for your brothers and sisters in China. Your gifts and prayers make an enormous 
difference to those following Jesus no matter the cost. 
 
£12 could provide four Bibles to encourage persecuted Christians in their faith. 
Open Doors supports persecuted believers in China through training in discipleship, stewardship and how to 
face persecution, and by providing contextualised Christian literature. 
 
Is it getting harder to be a Christian in China? 
Yes. The situation in China continues to worsen as more and more churches in China are experiencing pressure 
at the hands of the Chinese state. Last year, over 5,500 churches were destroyed, closed down or confiscated. 
China has risen 20 places on the World Watch List in just two years. 
 

https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/china/
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Open Doors, World Watch List 2020: Trends, undated [accessed 5 March 2020] 

 
https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/wwl20-trends/ 
 
In Brief 
North Korea (1) 
Since 2002, North Korea (1) has been the most difficult place to follow Jesus. But terrible though it is, it’s not 
an outlier. Afghanistan (2) and Somalia (3)are close behind in the Open Doors analysis of persecution risk. 
 
Burkina Faso (28) 
Last year, Burkina Faso wasn’t even in the top 50. Now it’s the 28th hardest place to follow Christ. This is 
largely due to radical Islamic attacks on churches, Christian schools and health centres. 
 
Sri Lanka (30) 
The horrific Easter church attacks, in which more than 250 people were killed, are the main reason that Sri 
Lanka (30) has jumped 16 places from number 46. 
 
Bangladesh (38) 
Bangladesh (38) has risen 10 places this year, and this reflects worsening persecution in all spheres of life, 
including a sharp increase in violence. 
 
China (23) 
In the past two years, China (23) has risen sharply on the World Watch List - from 43 in 2018. Increasingly, 
churches are pressured and monitored by the state. 
 
Indonesia (49) 
Indonesia (49) has fallen furthest of any country. This is largely because of its unusually high ranking in 2018, 
when coordinated attacks on three churches that killed 18 people. 
 
Trends 
The church is alive. The church is active. The church is growing. And that’s why the church is persecuted. 
 
The persecution of Christians is getting more severe than ever, affecting increasing numbers of believers 
around the world. This overview of persecution trends will help give you a better understanding of the 
situation, and equip you to pray for your brothers and sisters following Jesus no matter the cost. 
 
More Christians are being persecuted 
A staggering 260 million Christians in the top 50 countries on the World Watch List face high or extreme levels 
of persecution for their faith: in the previous year, it was 245 million. And Open Doors estimates that there are 
another 50 million Christians facing high levels of persecution in a further 23 countries outside the top 50. This 
includes Mexico, Chad and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 
Persecution is getting worse 
Of the top 50, 45 countries have been designated ‘extreme’ or ‘very high’, in terms of the levels of persecution 
Christians face. That’s five more than last year. 
 
More churches are being attacked 
Attacks against churches have risen an astonishing 500 per cent – 9,488 compared to 1,847 the previous year. 
These attacks include church closures, and the significant increase is largely due to the actions of authorities in 
China (23). 
 
But fewer Christians are being killed for their faith 
In 2019, 2,983 Christians were killed for their faith. That figure is shocking and upsetting, but it is fewer than 
the number of believers reported killed in 2018 (4,305) or 2017 (3,066). This is largely due to fewer murders in 
Nigeria (12), which remains far and away the country where Christians are most likely to be killed for their 
faith. 

https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/wwl20-trends/
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Persecution is going digital 
Persecution keeps apace of modern developments, and governments are increasingly using surveillance. The 
explosion in digital technologies has been used to target Christians – particularly in China (23) and India (10) , 
where facial-recognition technology and artificial intelligence have been used to identify and discriminate 
against believers. 
 
Radical Islam continues to spread 
In Syria (11) and Iraq (15), some Christians are beginning to return home and rebuild their communities 
…following the defeat of Islamic State militants. But the continued presence of Islamic extremist groups and 
ongoing political instability continue to threaten the church – as was recently demonstrated by the Turkish 
military incursion into north east Syria. In sub-Saharan Africa, radical Islamic groups are also taking advantage 
of instability in countries like Mali (29), Niger (50)  and Burkina Faso (28). 

China Aid, 2019 Annual Report, Chinese Government Persecution of Churches and 
Christians in Mainland China, 28 February 2020 

 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OE9Y3_JzPW5KofjoaaQiD72Zbv2BPnsm/view 
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“Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous.” 
Psalm 112:4 NKJV 
1. 
I. Background introduction 
i. Overall development of religious Sinicization 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) high-ranking officials proposed “religious ideological system with Chinese 
characteristics” for the first time 
On Feb 1, Wang Yang, the president of Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and a 
member of the Politburo Standing Committee, attended a new-year celebration meeting for leaders of 
religious groups across China and stressed “adhering to Sinicization of religion, exploring and establishing 
religious ideological systems, institutional structures, and ceremonial styles with Chinese characteristics.” 
On Nov. 26, the CPPCC’s ethnic and religious affairs bureau convened religious leaders across China to discuss 
ways to “use core socialist values to guide religious groups to reinterpret religious doctrine to ensure that it 
meet the requirements of the progressing times.” In his speech, Wang Yang emphasized gradually developing 
a religious ideological system that shows Chinese characteristics and meets the requirements of progressive 
times and solidifying the ideological foundation of adapting religion to socialist society. The meeting required a 
comprehensive re- evaluation of religious canon, including reinterpreting, revising, and re-translating the 
content that does not fit with the progressing times. 
2. Completion and launch of Five-Year Plans for Sinicization 
Following the Five-Year Planning Outline for Advancing the Sinicization of Christianity in China (2018-2022) 
launched by the Two Meetings (China Christian Council and Three-Self Patriotic Movement) on March 27, 
2018, and the Five-Year Planning Outline for Promoting Adherence to the Path of Sinicization of Catholicism 
(2018-2022), launched by the official Catholic Church in China on Oct. 8, 2018, China’s three other official 
religions (Islam, Taoism, and Buddhism) also launched their five-year plans in 2019. 
On Jan. 5, China Islamic Association adopted the Five-Year Plan for Persisting in the Sinicization of Islam (2018-
2022), and on Jan. 6 and 7, it released the newly revised version of Measures for the Democratic Management 
of Mosques, Measures for Credentialing Islamic Clergy, Measures for Hiring Main Teaching Staff for Islamic 
Activity Sites, and Guidelines for the Conduct of Islamic Clergy. 
On Nov. 13 and 14, Chinese Taoist Association and Chinese Buddhist Association launched the Five-Year 
Planning Outline for Advancing Adherence to the Path of Sinicization of Taoism (2019-2023) and the Five-Year 
Planning Outline for Promoting Adherence to the Path of Sinicization of Buddhism (2019-2023), respectively. 
3. Shanghai, Jiangxi, Jiangsu successively completed the revision of provincial- level religious affairs regulations 
In August, the Standing Committee of the Zhejiang Provincial People’s Congress reviewed and passed the 
newly revised Zhejiang Provincial Regulations on Religious Affairs, which took effect on Nov. 1. The new 
regulations clearly stressed all religions’ adherence to the path of Sinicization and practice of core socialist 
values, and the exemption of religious groups, religious schools and institutes, religious activity sites and 
religious affairs from the dominance of foreign influence. Zhejiang province is the most aggressive in 
suppressing Christianity and the starting place of the cross demolition campaign. Besides Zhejiang, Shanghai 
and Jiangxi have also finished the provincial-level revision of religious affairs regulations. 
4. Rules regulating management of religious activity sites launched and implemented at pilot sites 
Campaign of “four entries”, “eight absences”, and “three wall mounts” advanced at all religious activity sites in 
Hubei province 
Since 2018, Hubei government promoted the campaign of “four entries”, “eight absences”, and “three wall 
mounts” across Hubei province, and 90% of the religious activity sites have been covered. “Four entries” refer 
to “the entry of the national flag, Constitution, laws and regulations, core socialist values, and excellent 
traditional Chinese culture into religious activity sites.” 
“Eight absences” denote “the absence of illegal publications, superstitious activities, incensing burning, fake 
Buddhist monks and Taoist priests, training sessions conducted against 
government rules, inclusion of the minors into religious activities, dirty, messy and bad environment, and 
commercial activities.” “Three wall mounts” refer to mounting the “the newly revised Regulations on Religious 
Affairs, core socialist values, and the Criteria for Harmonious Temples and Churches” on the walls of churches. 
Computerized “332” management service model implemented at religious activity sites 
Since 2019, the government in Xihu District in Zhejiang has applied the computerized “332” management 
service model to 18 religious activity sites, and another 50 activity sites of Chinese folk religions. The first “3” 
of the “332” model refers to the installation of three persons at a religious site to form a management and 
service team, including a United Front Work Department staff and two community workers. The “32” of the 
“332” model refers to the practice of “three inspections and two cultivations,” i.e. “inspecting the 
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implementation of rules and regulations, inspecting whether commercialization exists, inspecting whether 
there are safety loopholes, and cultivating peaceful religious activity sites and cultivating sites with advanced 
religious styles.” 
5. Measures for the Administration of Religious Groups (trial version for feedback collection) published 
On Aug. 28, the religious affairs bureau, under the CCP’s Central Committee’s United Front Work Department, 
released Measures for the Administration of Religious Groups (trial version  for feedback collection), with Sept. 
27, 2019, being the deadline for giving feedback. This document clearly prescribes that religious groups must 
follow the leadership of the CCP, persistently Sinicize religion, practice core socialist values, and maintain 
national integrity, ethnic unity, religious harmony, and social stability. Article 17 of the document specifically 
prescribes that religious groups shall publicize the CCP’s directives and policies, as well as the state's laws, 
regulations, and rules for religious citizens, and educate and guide religious citizens toward supporting the 
leadership of the CCP and the socialist system and persist in taking the path of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics. 
6. Ongoing training and education on patriotism and traditional culture 
On Jan. 27, Henan province’s Tongzhaipu County government issued a “Notice on Effectively Conducting the 
Management of Religion During the Lunar New Year,” requesting everyone resist all illegal religious activities 
and strictly banning the printing, sale, gifting, and posting of Lunar New Year couplets with religious messages. 
The notice claims that such actions will be severely punished, to the extent of pressing criminal charges once 
they are discovered. 
On April 18, the All-China Inter-Religion Joint Conference had its 8th meeting in Beijing, proposing the launch 
of a patriotic education program in the religious community centered around “Boosting the New Era and 
Building Chinese Dream Together.” A letter of joint advocacy was released after the meeting. 
On May 28, the CCP’s Central Committee’s United Front Work Department gathered close to 100 leaders of 
major religious groups in China at Shandong province’s Qufu, the hometown of Confucius, to launch the 
“Program of Studying and Experiencing Excellent Chinese Traditional Culture by Religious Professionals.” 
In early July, the Licensing Ceremony of Bases Providing Chinese Cultural Education to Religious Professionals 
& Seminar on Sinicizing Religion was held in Zhengzhou, Henan. At the meeting, 10 bases to provide Chinese 
cultural education to religious professionals were granted a license, and leaders of religious groups across 
Henan province shared ideas about how to effectively educate religious people on excellent Chinese 
traditional culture and how to Sinicize sermons and religious teachings. 
On Sept. 23, Zhejiang’s provincial United Front Work Department and provincial ethnic and religious affairs 
bureau launched a special education program for the provincial-level leaders of religious groups, titled “A Tour 
of China’s Circumstances: Traditional Culture and the Co- Existence of the Five Major Religions.” The five major 
religions are Catholicism, Protestantism, Islam, Buddhism, and Taoism. This education program included a five-
day study tour in Shandong province’s Qufu, providing seminars on Confucian traditions, field trips and onsite 
instructions about Confucius’ and Mencius’ thoughts to guide the religious community to study and experience 
excellent Chinese traditional cultures and to advance the Sinicization of religion. 
4 
 7. Ideological and political education in religious schools reinforced 
On Sept. 9-10, the CCP’s Central Committee’s Ministry of United Front held a “Seminar on Constructing 
Compulsory Courses for Religious Schools” in Fuzhou, Fujian. The main agenda of the meeting was to 
persistent on the path to Sinicization, reinforce the ideological and political education of religious schools, and 
further regulate the teaching and management of religious schools’ compulsory courses. 
8. Anti-cult movement becomes a more extensive campaign 
An anti-cult movement occurred across China, including hosting anti-cult training classes and conducting anti-
cult propaganda activities. 
Shangdong province’s Weifang Science and Technology Association and Anti-Cult Association jointly conducted 
a program called “Model Township/Street/Community Upholding Science, Compassion, and Harmony,” calling 
on relevant government agencies and grassroots communities across the city to learn from the successful 
cases, “actively explore the mechanism of anti-cult work at the grassroots level”, “make a great effort to 
improve the massive grassroots people’s and government officials’ ability to prevent and resist cult”, and 
“further deepen the fight against cult organizations.” 
In China, religions and spiritual practices not considered cults by the wider world are labeled as “evil cults.” 
People who have been accused of belonging to cults include Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christians, and Falun Gong 
practitioners, among others. 
9. Other activities 
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On March 10-20, when inspecting Hebei province, You Quan, secretary of the secretariat of the Chinese 
Communist Party and minister of the United Front Work Department, stressed “persisting in the Party’s 
leadership in religious work, persistently promoting the resolution of the key and challenging problems in the 
realm of religion, and safeguarding the law enforcement qualification of grassroots agencies in charge of 
religious work.” 
In late March, all the priests of non-official churches in the Catholic church’s Mindong Parish were ordered to 
join the government-sanctioned patriotic association. Otherwise, they would have to leave their churches. Of 
the more than 90,000 Catholics in Mindong Parish, nearly 80,000 believers attended churches. The local 
religious agency reportedly offered a 200,000 yuan [$28,604.53 USD] reward to priests willing to join the 
official church network. 
In early May, the State Bureau of Religious Affairs sent a supervisory team to Shandong province, reportedly to 
implement the religious policies that had been implemented in Zhejiang and Henan provinces, including 
forcing the demolition of crosses, forbidding children under 18 to enter churches, banning training centers in 
churches, and removing all Christian symbols from churches. 
5 
 i. Policy and measures for Sinicization of Christianity 
1. New measures for managing religious activity sites reinforced across China: mainly targeting Christianity 
Rating and performance review system applied to religious activity sites in some regions 
A rating and review system implemented in some regions included more than 50 violations causing a 
deduction of points, such as deducting five points for churches bearing crosses and religious logos or deducting 
five points for churches that did not fly a national flag. Five points were earned for actively reporting illegal 
religious activities to authorities. This system only included a few point-earning activities. Churches were to 
lose their registry as religious activity sites if they refused to rectify violations or score below 50 points for two 
consecutive years. 
The rating and review happened every quarter of the year so as to subject religious activity site to “dynamic 
management.” The rating and review system also included several “veto” rules, and once they are violated, 
the site was to receive zero points. These “veto” rules include disobeying the government or the authority of 
management agencies, organizing people to stage a protest (such as collectively protesting cross demolitions), 
contacting religious group members labeled by authorities as “cult” or overseas religious people, hosting and 
providing lodging to such people, running Sunday schools, organizing summer and winter camps, etc. 
Street affairs offices direct rule of churches applied in Lishui, Zhejiang 
On July 6, a document issued by the Nanmingshan Street Affairs Office in Lishui, Zhejiang, to the leadership 
team of a church in Zhang’anqi Village revealed that “It has been decided that from July,2019 onward, the 
Liandu District China Christian Council will allocate all church- related tasks,” and asked that the “church’s 
leadership team please cooperate cordially.” It was reported that the government in Lishui had directly 
appointed “overseers” or “coordinators” to government-sanctioned churches in the region to reinforce the 
government’s direct management of church affairs. The document issued to Zhang’anqi Village revealed that 
the street affairs office’s direct rule of churches had been implemented. 
House church in Ningbo, Zhejiang, forced to sign an agreement to follow the “Four- Rules-Five-Haves-Five-
Bans” policy 
A house church in Zhejiang province’s Ningbo was forced to sign an “Agreement on Christian Meeting Places” 
with the local community center and follow the “Four-Rules-Five- Haves-Five-Bans” policy. The agreement 
demands Christian churches submit to the supervision of the local community, “consistently upholding love for 
China and religion, submitting to and cooperating with the management by the local street affairs office and 
local community, and strictly following the ‘Four-Rules-Five-Haves-Five-Bans’ policy to conduct religious 
activities.” 
The agreement spelled out the “Four-Rules-Five-Haves-Five-Bans” policy in detail. The “four rules” include 
setting a certain location, a set number of people, set meeting times, and set 
6 
 activities. The “five haves” required of churches are a supervision team, activity agendas, an activity log, 
security regulations, and fire equipment. The “five bans” include changing location or size of a congregation, 
changing the content or time of the meeting, accepting offerings or setting up a bank account, accepting 
donations from overseas individuals or organizations, inviting foreigners to preach, hosting a revival event or 
baptism, disrupting other people’s lives while congregating, displaying religious symbols outside of the 
building. 
“Religious activity site management system” launched by Beijing’s Changping District 
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In early September, the Tiantongyuan South Street Affairs Office in Changping District, Beijing, implemented 
the “Religious Activity Sites’ Management System,” which included: the street affairs office had set up a three-
person leadership team to manage religious activity sites; every church meeting place within its jurisdiction 
must have a person in charge or an evangelist; churches could only meet on Sunday mornings and each site 
could not hold more than 100 attendees; the church’s meeting place must have displayed a national flag at an 
easy-to-spot location; churches must have cooperated with inspections from government agencies and timely 
rectified identified problems; churches must have excluded foreign attendees; preachers’ sermons must have 
been submitted to the street affairs office in advance for review and for inspection later; churches must have 
notified the community office five days prior to hosting big events and obtain permission; churches must have 
promised not to conduct activities outside of religious activity sites; churches must not have included minors in 
church activities and must not organize schools or training without government approval; each church meeting 
place’s responsible person must update on the community office every quarter of the year about the 
situations of the meeting place , timely report important situations to the community office, and sign the 
“Statement to Guarantee Safety.” 
2. Government-sanctioned churches forced celebrate CCP’s 70th anniversary 
Churches all over China received a notice ordering them to hold a singing contest to celebrate China’s 70th 
birthday, in which Christians were to sing nationalistic songs. Starting in August, churches across China had 
started to stage all kinds of performances for the singing of such songs. The Three-Self Churches in Hebei 
province’s Baoding had dance rehearsals to accompany the songs, as well as poetry recitations adapted from 
revolutionary songs. All the performances were subjected to the review of the religious affairs department. 
Grace Church in Jiangxi province’s Nanchang also held a singing contest. A Christian in Fujian province shared 
that the church he attended also held a celebratory event to mark the 70th anniversary. 
The patriotic song “Me and My Motherland” has become a “must-sing hymn” during church services in Three-
Self Churches. 
Officials in Woyang County, Anhui, provided training classes to teach Christians to sing patriotic songs, 
requiring Christians who were not familiar to the songs to take them. 
In September, Ms. Zhang, in charge of a church choir in Anqing, Anhui, shared that her church received a 
notice from the local ethnic and religious affairs department, demanding the choir sing China’s national 
anthem, film the singing, and send the video to the government. 
7 
 Because the church rejected the request, the choir leader was taken to the police station, and police 
threatened to close the church if it continued to disobey. Eventually, church members did lip-sync to the 
national anthem to meet the government requirement. 
On Sept. 10, the Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association (CPAC) and the Bishops Conference of the Catholic 
Church in China jointly issued the “Notice Regarding Flying the National Flag, Singing the National Anthem, and 
Praying Blessings on China Among the Chinese Catholic Community,” stating that the two organizations 
planned to host a series of events in Beijing on Sept. 22. The subject would be flying national flag, singing the 
national anthem, and praying blessings on China. The notice demanded provincial, municipal, and district-level 
diocese to conduct activities centered on these things on Sept. 22 as well, before the morning mass. It also 
demanded a report after these activities were conducted. 
On Sept. 25-26, Shaanxi province’s Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) and China Christian Council (CCC) 
and hosted an event regarding “Boosting the New Era and Building the Chinese Dream Together” to celebrate 
the CCP regime’s 70th anniversary. The event had three parts: a celebratory seminar hosted by Shaanxi 
province’s TSPM and CCC, a speech contest, and a singing performance. 
4. The “Sinicization of believers, Sinicization of churches, and Sinicization of theology” proposed 
In early December, Chongqing’s CCC and TSPM gathered 130 TSPM and CCC employees from Sichuan province, 
Guizhou province, and Yunnan province to have a seminar on Christianity’s Sinicization in Chongqing. The 
seminar centered on “deepening the understanding of the General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important statements 
and actively advancing Christianity’s Sinicization in China.” Specialists were invited to run workshops, and 
participants of the seminar made to visit an important historical site for the CCP. Seminar attendees proposed 
the “Sinicization of believers, Sinicization of churches, and Sinicization of theology.” 
5. Government-sanctioned churches involved in “anti-cult” propaganda 
A political and law office in Guangzhou province joined hands with a township social affairs department, public 
security bureau, and judiciary bureau to conduct anti-cult publicity activities at Qingxi Gospel Church during its 
Sunday service, distributing an “Anti-Cult Education Pamphlet”, the Regulations on Religious Affairs and other 
so-called anti-cult propaganda materials to attendees and answering their questions on the spot. They also set 
up an anti-cult publicity column in the church’s billboard, displayed publicity materials on the church’s walls, 
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hung banners with anti-cult messages, and displayed posters and signboards in the church. They demanded 
church employees to agree to sign on the “respect and protect religious belief and prevent and resist cults’ 
invasion” to show their determination against cults. 
The Anti-Cult Association in Jiaojiang District, Taizhou, held an anti-cult education and training event at a big 
restaurant. The trainees included the secretary of each community’s anti- cult association and its branch 
offices, employees of the education bureau, ethnic and religious affairs bureau, women’s federation and 
science association, which were in charge of anti-cult 
8 
 work, and church pastors and teachers. The Anti-Cult Association requested utilizing the anti- cult propaganda 
in hallways and on blackboards and in videos at each village’s cultural center and at every religious activity site 
to engage in anti-cult propaganda warfare. 
5. “Contaminated” retreats 
In late May, the CCC and TSPM of Yantai, Shandong province, held a retreat for all the Christian clergy in the 
city, at which the CCP’s United Front Work Department officials delivered speeches, requesting “loving the 
country and loving religion, abiding by regulations and the law, and diligently studying and implementing the 
core socialist values.” A professor from the CCP’s Ideological Training School lectured on “cultivating and 
proclaiming the core socialist values.” 
In early September, a retreat for Christian clergy in Jinjiang, Fujian, concluded with the flying of the national 
flag and the playing of the national anthem. During the retreat, a pastor even taught a session titled, “The 
Word and Road: Examining the Theoretical Origin of Christianity’s Sinicization Through the Doctrine of ‘the 
Word became flesh.’” 
The “Word became flesh” refers to Jesus’s incarnation as a man and comes from John 1:14 (“The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”). In referencing this passage, the Chinese government is trying 
to use Christian doctrine to justify its increased control of the religion. However, the passage deals with the 
essence of Christ instead of imposing control. 
6. Beijing’s campaign against house churches 
In early May, news circulated online that the Beijing government will start a “resetting to zero” campaign, 
focusing on “removing the size, the organization, and the institution” of house churches.This campaign was to 
be supervised by the CCP’s Central Committee’s Inspection Team. Public security departments would combat 
violations of the law, street affairs offices would be in charge of security defense, while religious affairs 
departments would make sure to adopt house churches into the Three-Self church system. 
ii. Resisting Christian infiltration in the name of national security 
According to Bitter Winter magazine, the United Front Work Department and the public security department 
released Work Plan of the Special Operation to Investigate and Deal with Overseas Christian Infiltration 
According to the Law. The guiding spirit of the document is based on Xi Jinping’s “important instructions” to 
resist foreign religious infiltration that include the call to make sure that overseas religious forces do not 
establish functioning branches in China or form religious organizations are “against the Party and the 
government.” Some fast- growing American and South Korean Christian churches are explicitly listed in the 
document: Young Disciples of Jesus, Cru (known as Campus Crusade for Christ until 2011), the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Bo’ai Church, Loving Heart Church, and Canaan Church. The 
document demands to further outlaw and harshly suppress Jehovah’s Witnesses. This document enumerates 
the main tasks of the special campaign is to “firmly suppress” all foreign-related believers, “firmly eliminate” 
the religious activities of foreign-related religious groups, “firmly prevent” them from organizing believers to 
travel to neighboring countries for theological training, and strictly control foreign-related online evangelism. 
First of all, the document orders a thorough investigation of all foreign-related religious groups, including their 
organizational settings, the scale and scope of activities, meeting venues, members, online evangelism, and 
members. The document also requires the monitoring and analyzation of the content of their social media 
accounts on a regular basis and the establishment of a “working database for resistance against foreign 
Christian infiltration” to always stay abreast on the development of these religious groups. The document also 
demands the closure of all religious meeting venues, training centers, and theological seminaries, as well as 
detain and “comprehensively punish” believers by putting pressure on their employers and relatives, 
threatening to cut off their welfare subsidies, implementing transformation through education activities, and 
even pursuing criminal liability. The task of transformational education is assigned to local Party committees’ 
members with the ultimate aim of completely ceasing the activities of these religious groups and ensuring that 
they do not resume functioning after the crackdown. The document also demands the covert cultivation of 
spies among foreigners and locals that have been investigated and punished. This is to take place by 
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“proactively scouting out and building working relationships.” To avoid calling attention to the crackdown on 
foreign-affiliated religious groups, the document orders authorities not to suppress religions during major 
domestic political events or days deemed “sensitive” to the government due to controversial events that 
happened on them in the past. The document also mentions a supplementary document, titled, Responses to 
Questions from the Outside Regarding the Special Operation to Investigate and Deal with Overseas Christian 
Infiltration According to the Law. 
On April 22, Henan province’s Hebi Radio Management Department held a meeting for CCP members called 
“Christianity’s Great Harm to the Security of Chinese People.” The news report on the Hebi government’s 
official website claims that “Christianity is spreading uncontrollably in China” and demands all the CCP 
members to adopt “correct views” and prevent their “ideology from going astray.” 
Dafang Christian Church, a Three-Self Church in Liaoning province’s Liaoyuan, was shut down in the name of 
“resisting infiltration.” In March, 14 subsidiary meeting places of a Three- Self Church in Liaoning province’s 
Tieling were shut down. Authorities claimed that these sites had to be shut down to “prevent foreign 
infiltration” and because “too many meeting sites are hard to manage,” which are the most common reasons 
cited by authorities to shut down Three- Self Churches. 
II. Overview of government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland China in 2019 
i. Suppressing churches on all fronts and disrupting regular religious activities 
Churches demolished by force or faced demotion in Shaanxi, Hubei, Inner Mongolia, Jiangxi, Tianjin, Anhui, 
Hebei, Henan, and Jiangsu 
On April 4, the authorities in Shaanxi province’s Qianyang County razed the only Catholic church in the city to 
the ground. A bulldozer reduced the two-story building to rubble under the supervision of a group of 
policemen. The reasons for the destruction are still unclear. 
In Shaanxi province’s Fengxiang Parish, a Saint Mary’s pilgrimage site faced forced demolition by at least 600 
communist authorities, who demanded the whole parish join the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association. All 
congregants sat quietly on the stairs at the site to guard it. 
On April 12, Xuwan Catholic Church in Xiantao District, Wuhan, Hubei province, was demolished by force. 
On April 20, the authorities in Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, demolished a three-story Christian church in Yuquan 
District, taking away Christians who attempted to stop the demolition. Several hundred believers sang hymns 
and prayed at the site as the church was being demolished. 
Since May 1, some unregistered church groups in Jiangxi province’s Yujiang Parish received a notice that 
Proclamation Church would face demolition. 
Chinese Evangelical Church in Tanghe County, Henan province, was demolished after the congregation refused 
to donate the church building to the government. On April 25, the county court issued a notice ordering the 
church’s leader, Zhang Yongcheng, to demolish the structure before April 26 and threatened forcing the 
demolition if Zhang failed to comply. Zhang was also summoned to appear in court. On the night of May 16, 
the church was bulldozed. Zhang received a notice demanding a fine of 50,000 yuan [$7,151.13 USD]. Per the 
notice, if he refuses to pay, his property will be sealed off. He was also requested to pay the church’s 
demolition cost. Zhang was too scared to go home, and his son was intimidated at school. On September 24, 
Zhang was taken into police custody. 
At the night of May 6, Shenliuzhuang Catholic Church, a government-sanctioned church in Hebei province’s 
Handan, built with the approval of the religious affairs department, was demolished by the local government. 
According to certain government officials, the church and its Christian logos were overly conspicuous and 
affected vehicles passing by it. According to a notice delivered to Handan Parish, 24 government-sanctioned 
churches without permits obtained after 2008 must be demolished. 
The century-old Xigu Church in Tianjin faced demolition at the hands of the authorities. The church’s history 
traces back to American Methodist Church, which purchased the property in 1906. After the Chinese 
Communist Party took power in 1949, Xigu Church was shut down until 2003, when the property was returned 
to the church as a result of the its congregants’ great 
 11 
 efforts. At the night of May 19, in an attempt to stop demolition, the church’s pastor was beaten and had to 
be hospitalized. Church attendees’ camcorders were also taken away by force. 
At 11:30 p.m. on July 12, a house church in Zhengzhou, Henan, was suddenly besieged by more than 100 
people. A man staying at the church was ganged up on by more than 10 people and beaten up. The tendons on 
his hands were cut, and he was sent to the hospital for urgent care. Except for a small amount of furniture and 
items, everything in the church was buried under rubble after the church was razed. 
On June 22, when about 60 officials headed, by the director of the religious affairs bureau, stormed True Jesus 
Church. Authorities cut off the church’s electrical supply before climbing into the courtyard to break the gate’s 
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lock and enter the building, where about 200 believers were meeting. Alleging the church was engaging in 
“illegal fundraising” and was, thus, an “illegal building,” the director of the religious affairs bureau ordered the 
church to disperse. He informed congregants the church would be converted into a nursing home. 
However, the congregation refused to comply. Over the following weeks, police continued to harass the 
church, frequently surveilling and recording services from the entrance. At about 3:00 a.m. on July 26, nearly 
1,000 personnel from several county departments gathered at a nearby school, getting ready for an operation 
to forcibly demolish the church. Police blockaded all the roads leading to the church, stormed inside, and 
began dragging out congregants who were guarding the church. Two elderly believers were injured; one was 
taken to the hospital because her blood pressure spiked from the stress. After thoroughly searching the 
church, the police took away a piano and four air-conditioning units, and pushed computers, refrigerators, and 
church members’ personal items to the ground to be buried in the rubble. Three days later, the church, worth 
about 10 million RMB (about $1,400,000) was razed. After removing all the broken bricks and tiles, a new lawn 
with saplings was planted in place of the church, bearing no trace of its existence. 
The Ezhou-based Egangqiao House Church is one of the very few non-official churches in China which has a 
church building and several hundred attendees. In early 2018, authorities demanded demolition and 
relocation, which the church refused. Its pastor, Hao Zhiwei was arrested for fraud on July 31, 2019, and the 
church was demolished in August. 
In the afternoon of Oct. 18, Anhui officials dispatched a squad and anti-riot team to demolish a Three-Self 
Church in the jurisdiction of Funan County. Due to lack of a prior notice, there was no time for the church 
members to move anything, and everything inside the church was destroyed. The Funan County government 
claimed that the church was located in the zone of structural reform and land confiscation but refused to offer 
any compensation to the church. The church leaders denied having received any legal papers in advance. The 
church was told to close its south door for the sake of construction security and use the east door during the 
construction timeframe between Oct. 14 and Oct. 18. However, it was later told to stop all religious activities. 
3,000 attendees were forced to meet at a shaky building, which could only hold several hundred people. As 
the demolition went on, some church attendees got on their knees to beg the police and squad agents to stop, 
but nothing worked. Attorney Xie Qida who was the church’s legal 
12 
 representative, director of Tongsheng Law Firm, and a devoted Christian himself, attempted to intervene at 
the site but had no success. 
On Oct. 31, Wugaozhuang Church, which was built in August 2018 with funds raised by church members, faced 
demolition. Local police blockaded the scene and prohibited anyone from entering or leaving. Church 
attendees gathered at the site to sing hymns and pray, while some senior church members stayed inside the 
church, citing Scriptures to guard it. Police blocked those attempting to deliver food to the Christians inside the 
building. On Nov. 1, a demolition crew used a crane to remove the roof of the church and the cross atop it 
despite protests and bitter cries from the church’s attendees. During the process, government officials acted 
indifferent and even played a song called “There Is No New China Without the Communist Party.” 
In early November, Dabing Village Church in Henan province was forcibly demolished. Originally built with 
government approval, this church obtained a 
permit for religious activities from the local ethnic and religious affairs bureau. 
In mid-November, Nanjing authorities demolished a church with more than 1,000 attendees. Officials dragged 
out all church attendees, and the police verbally and physically abuses some ofthem. After the demolition, a 
dozen attendees knelt down by the ruins, weeping and praying. One believer rebuked the government officials 
at the site, asking, “Is this how the government supposed to love us people?” 
Forcibly outlawing and shutting down churches, ordering churches to stop meeting, searching and ruining 
church assets, and forcibly repossessing church properties 
Law enforcement authorities and personnel from Chengdu’s ethnic and religious affairs bureau raided 
Fountain of Life Church on Jan. 10. They declared it illegal, triggering fears that it might be closed. As one of 
the earliest urban house churches in Chengdu, Fountain of Life Church and Early Rain Covenant Church are 
both members of theReformed Presbyterian Church’s Western China Parish. The church once attracted and 
converted a domestic protection department agent, who quit his job and became a devoted Christian. Zha 
Changping, an elder of the church, is among the first group of pastors who signed “The Declaration for the 
Sake of the Christian Faith.” 
In mid-January, believers of the Guangzhou-based Meixin Huajing Christian Church received a notice from a 
residents’ committee, ordering them to stop their religious activities. Instead, the church’s attendees were 
asked to go to government-sanctioned religious activity sites. 
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 Meixin Huajing Christian Church was founded in 2000 by a married couple named Zheng Chengjian and Liang 
Meijie. The church’s pastor is Cao Wen. 
On Jan. 30, Elder Yan Xiaoxin of Enzhao Reformed Church received a rectification notice from the Donggang 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau in Rizhao, Shandong province. The notice demanded he stop all 
religious activities right away. Elder Yan is among the second group of pastors who signed “The Declaration for 
the Sake of the Christian Faith,” which decried the Chinese government’s persecution of Christians. 
On March 6, the government agents from the Jinshui District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau in Henan 
province sealed the door to Panshi Church. They also cut its electricity lines and removed its religious logos and 
posters in the church were removed. The notice issued to the church’s pastor, Dou Shaowen, declared the 
church engaged in illegal religious activities. 
On March 23, Beijing’s Haidian District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau officially outlawed Shouwang 
Church and all of its subsidiary organizations, confiscated its “illegal” possessions, and accused the church of 
“conducting activities in the name of social organizations without registering with the government.” The 
church’s multiple sites were shut down, and its possessions were 
seized. The church’s Bible school was raided by a large number of police officers and government employees. 
The students of the Bible school were taken into police custody, and the church’s WeChat account was 
blocked. On March 24, the church’s website became inaccessible. 
In 2009, Shouwang Church submitted an application for registration to the Haidian District Ethnic and Religious 
Affairs Bureau, but the officials rejected it. The authorities asked the church to join the government-
sanctioned network, and the church refused. Subsequently, the church’s purchased property was sealed off, 
and church members were banned from gathering. Over the past few years, the church has met in outdoor 
locations despite surveillance and harassment. 
In April, the 36 meeting places under Shaanxi province’s Xi’an-based Trinity Church were closed down. 
On March 26, a large number of public security agents and government employees suddenly barged into 
Fangzhou Church in Danzhou, Hainan. They ended the worship service, took church members Hu Shitang and 
Li Shanqin to the police station, confiscated Bibles and books stored in the church, and registered the ID 
information of every attendee of the worship service and took photos of them. 
On the same day, Xiajiachong Community in Hunan province’s Changsha’s Tianxin dDstrict posted a notice, 
banning a house church. 
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 On June 16, a large number of police officers entered Fangjiaoshi Church in Shanxi province, closed down the 
church building, and took the attendees of the church service into custody. The police forced church members 
to write down slanderous things against the church to accuse the church of making money and the church’s 
evangelist of fraud. 
In early May, members of the fire department visited Dianqian Church’s property multiple times. On May 24, 
the newly appointed director of Huli District’s Street Affairs Committee, whose surname is Qiu, sternly 
demanded the church be closed. Tensions escalated on May 29 after officials met with the church’s landlord. 
The meeting consensus was the church was old and decrepit and should be closed if appraisal came to the 
same conclusion. June 7 brought another interaction with officials. People from the Huli District Civil Affairs 
Bureau, the religious affairs bureau, the police department, and other groups summoned the church’s pastor 
for a meeting and gave an ultimatum. The group cited illegal fellowship and preaching as reasons religious 
events should cease at the Dianqian Church building. The Sunday service carried two days later on June 9. 
Officials barged into the church while the pastor was preaching. More than 20 people from the city 
management office, fire department, street affairs committee, and para-police department invaded the 
privacy of the congregants by taking numerous photos. More than 10 government agents again visited the 
church on the afternoon of June 12 to take photos and register all property. The church was forced to stop 
worshiping at the building on June 12. 
On June 20, Haifu Church’s evangelist Wu Bin received a notice of administrative penalty from the Haicang 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau, which stated he had set up two religious activity venues without 
government permission, and thus they must be shut down. Wu was asked to immediately close out the two 
venues and remove all the items used for religious activities from the venues. On the same day, the Haicang 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau also interrogated more than a dozen church members and 
inspected the church venues. 
On Jan. 14, 2019, both Xunsiding Church and the church’s kindergarten were raided, which ended with the 
kindergarten being forcibly demolished by a large number of police officers and city management agents. On 
May 11, authorities summoned Yang Xibo, an evangelist from the church, and threatened to outlaw the 
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church. Beginning on May 12, authorities obtained some church members’ names and started to use high-
definition surveillance cameras installed at the entrance of the church to 
collect information on them. After pressuring church members through the local residential committee and 
their employers, some congregants were asked to sign a written statement to promise not to attend Xunsiding 
Church. Otherwise, they risked being fired from their jobs, especially people working for schools and 
government enterprises. On May 14, authorities summoned Yang Xibo’s wife, again threatening to outlaw the 
church. On May 19, Yang Xibo received an administrative penalty notice issued by the ethnic and religious 
affairs bureau, which imposed a fine of 25,000 yuan [$3,575.57 USD]. Yang refused to comply and filed an 
appeal. The same day, government agents installed a checkpoint at the entrance of No. 5 Xunsiding Lane, 
where the church meets, and staffed it with two special agents, two police assistants, and two workers to 
prevent church attendees from entering. The church’s appeal was rejected. After a court hearing, the Siming 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau formally issued verdict 
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 papers for administrative penalty and outlawing the church. That evening, the church was besieged by police, 
and no one could even sign in to enter the church. 
On Sunday, June 16, Xindianzhen Church, which was planted by Xunsiding Church, was raided by a large 
number of police officers, who demanded the service stop and snatched away church attendees’ cellphones to 
keep them from filming or taking photos. The church was forced to shut down. 
On June 11, the Tongshan District Civil Affairs Bureau announced its decision to outlaw the Xuzhou-based 
Dao’en Presbyterian Church, and the decision was published in Xuzhou Daily on June 13. On June 18, the 
Tongshan District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau imposed an administrative penalty on Ma Ben and Heng 
Fei and demanded the outlawing of the church’s south building, stating that the church’s south building was 
not approved by the ethnic and religious affairs bureau. 
During the evening of June 13, more than 10 police officers and religious affairs agents burst into Xinzao 
Church during a Bible study. Those attending were filmed and forced to provide their ID information and cell 
phone numbers, and at least 30 believers, along with the minister, were taken away. On June 19, the Huli 
District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued an administrative penalty paper to outlaw Xinzao Church on 
the grounds that it “set up a religious activity venue without government approval and conducted religious 
activities.” On June 
25, the bureau delivered to the church the “Hearing Denial Notice”, “Administrative Penalty Decision Paper”, 
and an “Outlawing Decision Document.” On June 27, a large number of public security agents and various 
government personnel surrounded the church to intimidate church attendees into submission. 
On July 1, the Gulou District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued a notice banning the Nanjing-based 
Jumu Church, declaring the church’s venue an “unauthorized religious activity site set up without government 
approval.” 
On Sept. 3, a Baihe Christian Church in Taiyuan, Shanxi, was outlawed by the Xinghualing District Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau and the civil affairs bureau, with a seal placed on the church’s door. The administrative 
penalty issued to the church’s leader, Ye Weidong, accused him of setting up a religious activity site without 
government approval, unlawfully organizing religious activities, and violating government regulations on 
religious activities. 
Shenzhen’s Longgang District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued a notice on Oct. 15, accusing a house 
church of “setting up a religious activity site without government approval” and “unlawfully conducting 
religious activities.” Due to such “violations of the Regulations on Religious Affairs,” the notice demanded the 
church immediately stop its 
“illegal activities,” threatening to subject it to administrative penalty if it refused to do so. 16 
   
 On Dec. 1, the Shanghai-based Maizhong Church was raided by local government and law enforcement agents 
during its church service. The church’s door was sealed, and the church outlawed. More than 200 church 
members gathered at the entrance of the church, singing hymns and worshipping God. 
 
Forced cross demolitions in Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Henan, Hubei, Shandong, and Guizhou 
Since the beginning of 2019, the crosses of 25 churches in Jiangxi province’s Boyang County were demolished. 
In the meantime, the national flag was forcibly displayed in these churches, and security cameras were 
installed in the buildings. Church walls were covered with propaganda materials publicizing government 
policies. 
On Feb. 19, the cross atop Chengdong Christian Church was removed. According to a video recorded on the 
site, some church attendees burst into tears. A Three-Self Church founded by the local government, the church 
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is also where the office of the local China Christian Council is located. It was approved and registered with the 
Funing County Religious Affairs Bureau in 2007 and is attended by 3,000 people every Sunday. 
On the morning of Feb. 24, a great number of police officers and demolition crewmen congregated outside of 
a church in Xinxiang, Henan, to demolish the church’s cross. They scattered, dragged away, and beat up the 
people blocking the church’s gate, who were mostly women and senior citizens. Government officials forced 
the lock on the gate open and allowed two cranes to enter after they had cleared the site. As the cross was 
removed, police used shields to keep Christians from entering the premises. 
In early March, a house church member from Xinxiang, Henan, reported that after cross demolitions, 
government-sanctioned churches were ordered to raise the national flag on their buildings. This believer also 
said, “We can’t help it. Many believers worship 
together in private, secretively, for fear of government intervention. Many house churches stopped meeting 
regularly to avoid catching the village officials’ attention. Once caught by them, punishments can be minor, 
such as being summoned and warned by the police, or very serious, such as detention.” 
On April 16, the cross on top of the prayer room of Yangluo Catholic Church forcibly demolished. 
On April 21, the cross atop Qingcaodi Church in Linyi, Shandong, was forcibly demolished. 
On April 28, the giant metal cross on the two bell towers of a Catholic church’s sanctuary in Weihui, Henan, 
was forcibly demolished by the authorities. 
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 In early May, a video circulating online shows two men using a long stick to remove the cross on top of an 
ethnic minority church in Bijie, Guizhou province, while many people were standing by and watching. Inside of 
the church, many men were taking away a pulpit, chairs, and tables, and the church soon became empty. 
Church leaders and lay believers detained, seized, and sentenced on fabricated criminal churches and some 
forced into “disappearance” 
Pastor Li Juncai from Yuanyang County, Henan, and three members of his congregation, Tong Xiaoyun, Ban Yu, 
and Ma Yanfang, were criminally detained by police as they protested against the forced removal of a cross 
from the roof of their church on Feb. 20. The pastor was charged with “disrupting public service.” 
On March 1, Holy Love Fellowship Elder Xu Yonghai was placed under house arrest, and some church members 
couldn’t attend the scheduled Bible study. 
Around the time of the meeting of China’s largest governing bodies, many Christians received persecution. 
Three Christians were criminally detained, including Yang Qiuyu, who was criminally detained for “allegedly 
picking quarrels and stirring up troubles,” a petitioner named Wang Xinling, and married couple Jiang 
Zhanchun and Liu Yuzhen. Jiang was criminally detained for “allegedly picking quarrels and stirring up 
troubles,” and Liu was escorted back to Jiangsu and placed under house arrest. Some Christians were placed 
under house arrest during this timeframe as well, including Ni Yulan, Chen Hongwang, Gao Hongguo, Guo 
Likun, and Ye Guoqiang. He Depu was forced to travel. Rights activists He Bin and Xu Caihong were intercepted 
and escorted back to Hubei province’s Xiangyang en route to file a petition. 
On April 14, a priest named Zhang Guangjun from Hebei province was intercepted and taken away by several 
government agents after he presided over a Catholic mass and was about to leave church. Prior to this, in late 
March, two Catholic clergymen in this area, Assistant Bishop Cui Tai and Deputy Bishop Zhang Jianlin, were 
also taken away and detained by police. 
On April 15, authorities in China’s northwestern Xinjiang region indicted 18 individuals on account of being 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, accusing them of “using an evil religious organization to incite the obstruction of law 
enforcement.” Those indicted, as listed on the indictment paper, are Liu Weiguo, Lin Zaiwu, Li Yifang, Lin Hao, 
Jiang Xijun, Gao Xinlian, Wang Xiaoqing, Yu Bingru, Zhang Min, Jiang Jinling, Chen Meiling, Fan Tao, Wei 
Pengfei, Huang Lili, Ma Xiaojun, Yang Hua, Shi Xianhe, and Xu Yanli. All were detained at Korla Detention 
Center. Two other believers mentioned are Lin Zaiwu’s wife, Yang Xinahua, and Wang Yong, the leader of a 
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ in Yantai, Shandong, who will be indicted separately. The household registration of the 
18 indicted Jehovah’s Witnesses shows they are from nine provinces, including Beijing, Fujian, Shandong, 
Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia, Guangdong, Chongqing, Henan, and Sichuan. The indictment claimed that they 
“actively expanded the evil Jehovah’s Witness organization by converting people to the religion under the 
disguise of Christianity, organized the gatherings, and provided their places for gatherings multiple times ... 
which violates Articles 300 and 25 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China ... These individuals 
are accomplices and should be accused of obstructing law enforcement by organizing and using an 
18 
 evil religious organization and be prosecuted for criminal liabilities.” ChinaAid has not received any 
information about the 18 defendants’ access to legal representation. 
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On July 22, a Christian surnamed Lai and six employees of a Shenzhen-based electronics company in 
Guangzhou province that produced audio Bible players were taken away by Shenzhen domestic security 
protection agents. 
On July 27, a Christian named Lin Chunfen was seized in Beijing by plainclothes police from Shiyan, Hubei, and 
escorted back to her hometown. She was later criminally detailed for “allegedly picking quarrels and stirring up 
troubles” and officially arrested half a month later. 
On July 25, after a trial behind closed doors, the Pu’er Intermediate Court announced that it was upholding 
seven-year sentence of Pastor John Cao, who was convicted of “organizing illegal border crossings.” 
During the morning of June 22, about 60 officials headed by the director of the religious affairs bureau 
stormed True Jesus Church, located in Zhumadian, Henan, when about 200 believers were meeting. Alleging 
the church was engaged in “illegal fundraising” and was thus an “illegal building.” The director ordered the 
person in charge of the church to convert it into a nursing 
home. The church members fiercely protested. Because they reasoned with the director for a long time, 
authorities accused church members of illegally holding the director in custody. In August, authorities seized 
eight church leaders and 13 church members on the charge of “illegal detention,” and there were also three 
believers who fled the town to avoid police custody. 
On Sept. 1, a Christian Wan Xianwen disappeared after he left his rented home in Beijing to go to a public 
restroom. He was believed to have been intercepted and sent back to his hometown. No more information is 
available by far about his whereabouts. 
The owner of Wheat Bookstore, Zhang Xiaomai (also known as Chen Yu), was detained on Sept. 1 on suspicion 
of “illegal business operations.” A government-issued document accused her of buying religious publications 
from overseas and Taiwan and illegally selling them in online stores without obtaining a license from the 
government. The store has sold more than 20,000 items to more than 10,000 people. More than 800 of those 
items have been classified as illegal publications. 
On Sep. 26, Elder Chen Baoshen from a house church in Siyang County, Jiangsu, was taken into police custody. 
Authorities proposed the demolition and relocation of Pastor Hao Zhiwei’s church in 2018 but was rejected by 
some congregants. On July 18, 2019, Hao was issued a notice requiring her to “understand, support, and 
cooperate with the government’s administrative decisions from the perspective of ensuring the safety of the 
lives and property of religious people.” As a result, Hao was arrested on July 31, and her church was 
demolished in August. In September, her case was handed over to the procuratorate. Two church members 
named Jiu Ying and Wang Yuanxiang were also arrested on fraud charges and interference with public service. 
According to 
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 prosecution papers, Hao’s arrest charges were based on the church’s tithes, which was identified as fraud 
charges because Hao was not an officially recognized pastor and her church was not government-sanctioned. 
On Oct. 11, the family of a Christian named Yin Jinglin received an arrest notice form from the Siyang County 
Public Security Bureau, which stated that upon the approval of the Siyang County Procuratorate, Yin Jinglin has 
been formally arrested for allegedly using cult organizations to undermine law enforcement. 
The detention issued by the Funan County Public Security Bureau shows that Geng Yimin, director of the Funan 
County Christian Church Affairs Committee, Pastor Sun Yongyao, and several other members of the church 
affairs committee, were criminally detained by the police on Oct. 19 for allegedly disrupting social order. 
Currently, they are still at Fuyang Detention Center. 
Interrupting church gatherings in various ways: raiding church venues. summoning, interviewing, and 
intimidating church attendees, pressuring landlords, and forcing churches to relocate 
At 11:00 a.m. on Jan. 15, more than 100 SWAT agents surrounded Haoyue Hotel in Nanyang, Henan, where 
about 150 Christians gathered to have an end-of-the-year party. An emergency vehicle arrived at the site to 
take several Christians who fainted to the hospital. 
Pastor Zhang Shaojie f received a heavy sentence of 12 years’ imprisonment and so far has served six years. On 
Jan. 30, his wife reported that the main building of Nanle Christian Church was closed down, so the church 
became a house church, with church members scattered and meeting at several locations. However, 
authorities still ordered them to fly the national flag at their meeting sites and sent someone to take photos of 
church services every time they met. 
A large number of congregants were raided by government agents on May 12 at 9:30 a.m. while they were 
worshipping at Jinxiangtan Church. According to congregants, more than 10 state security officers broke into 
the church, stopping Elder Huang from preaching. On the same day, the congregants of Guiyang’s Ren’Ai 
Reformed Church, who were gathering at a hotel for Sunday worship service. were raided as well by personnel 
of multiple departments, including the religious affairs bureau, state security agents, police, and auxiliary 
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police. An official from the religious affairs bureau told the congregants not to videotape the raid and they 
would otherwise face legal consequences. Multiple people were detained and interrogated for several hours. 
The pastor’s computer 
was confiscated. 
On May 12, at least 12 house churches were raided by police and personnel of some related government 
departments during their worship. Sunday services were interrupted, and multiple people were taken away, 
detained, and interrogated. The 12 churches are Fuzhou Reformed Church, Xunsiding Church, Jimei Church, 
Olive Mount Church, Ren’Ai Reformed Church, 
  20 
 Zhu’En Reformed Church, Jinxiangtan Church, UCC Church, Peace Church, Changnan House Church, and two 
house churches located in Guangzhou, named Lijiang Garden and Pazhou. 
Beginning in early 2019, the West Church branch of Dao’en Presbyterian Church was frequently visited by 
various government agents, and church services were often ordered to stop. Relevant government agencies 
constantly pressured the landlord to prematurely terminate rental agreement, even forcibly cutting electricity 
to disrupt church service. On May 19, the church had to vacate the West Church building. 
Although another campus of Dao’en Presbyterian Church’s – Zhongxin Church – has a valid lease, authorities 
still pressured the landlord to terminate it. After multiple discussions, the church and the landlord reached the 
agreement to let the lease run its course with no extension. However, on June 9, based on a notice issued by 
Xuzhou’s Yunlong District Civil Affairs Bureau, the landlord terminated the rental agreement one-sidedly, 
asking property management personnel to cut water and electricity, put locks on the door, and demand the 
church to vacate the premises within three days. In the meantime, authorities summoned the church’s leader 
multiple times and, without showing any valid legal papers, verbally asked the church to vacate the building as 
soon as possible. Finally, the church had to move out. On that day, Xuzhou’s Yunlong District Police Station 
sent several officers to demand the registration of the ID information of all congregation members present at 
the time. The church deacon was taken away for interrogation and illegally detained for an hour. 
On June 26, Beihai-based Chenxing Church in Guangxi province was raided by the local public security 
department, the United Front Work Department, the religious affairs bureau, and the education bureau 
collaboratively. The church’s sanctuary, school, and senior citizen center were searched. Its pastor, staff 
members, and teachers were all taken to the police station for interrogation, with their cell phones 
confiscated. 
On Sunday, June 30, government agents from the Kaili Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau and 
community workers in Guizhou province’s Kaili broke into Zion Reform Evangelical Church during worship. 
Church leader Zhu Jieheng received a rectification and reform notice from the Kaili Municipal Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau, which claimed that having religious activities violated regulations and should be 
closed down. Officials confiscated some church possessions, including the podium and stools. When asked to 
sign official documents, church leader Zhu Jieheng wrote down “(I) deny involvement in illegal religious 
activities; God grants the right to worship.” Government agents forcibly took the congregants to the 
community office on Dashizi Street for individual interviews and registered their ID information. 
On Aug. 4, the Xishuipang Reformed Presbyterian Church was raided by authorities. Church Elder Wen 
Hongbin was involved in the signing of “The Declaration for the Sake of the Christian Faith” in September 2018. 
The same day, more than 100 government officials headed by the Nanming District Ethnic and Religious Affairs 
Bureau broke into the Huaguoyuan campus of Guiyang-based Huoshi Church and demanded to stop the 
Sunday service. Several plainclothes agents took photos at the 
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 scene. Pastors Yang Hua and Su Tianfu were taken to the residential committee’s office to be interviewed. At 
last, government agents produced an administrative penalty issued by the Nanming District Religious Affairs 
Bureau, which ordered church leaders to stop their activities. 
On Aug. 11, while around 100 believers were worshiping together on Sunday at a house church in Yunnan 
province’s Dali, a dozen government employees broke in, confiscating all the attendees’ cell phones, 
registering their personal information, and forcing them to sign and leave their fingerprints on an 
admonishment notice, promising to never attend this church. 
On Aug. 19, Xingguang Church’s venue under renovation was raided by police and city management staff, who 
searched the venue and stopped church members from filming their behaviors. In the process, a Christian 
man’s cellphone was damaged. 
On Sept. 8, many government agents broke into Guangfu Church and stopped its church service. All the church 
members present were photographed and registered and ordered to attend government- sanctioned Three-
Self Churches. They threatened to take away the church’s leader and impose a fine of 50,000 yuan [$7,151.13 
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USD], and the landlord was also warned against renting the venue to the church. Pastor Mark Guangfu Church 
was summoned to the public 
security bureau to sign a statement to promise not to travel to Beijing and Hong Kong during China’s National 
Day, which he refused to do. 
On Dec. 17, Xincheng Christian Church in Guangzhou was raided by police, who demanded they stop their 
gathering. 
Forcibly taking over churches and converting them to serve other functions 
Since the beginning of 2019, six churches in Jiangxi province’s Guxiandu Town have been forced to sell their 
properties to the government, which threatened to blow up these churches if they refused to comply. The sold 
properties are currently occupied by village committees and senior citizens’ associations. 
In a wave of crackdowns in 2018, a Three-Self Church in Henan province’s Zhengzhou was outlawed, the 
church building shut down, and church members prohibited from gathering, but the church continued to guard 
this venue. In early May, 2019, a new church building, which cost more than 10 million yuan [$1,430,226.40 
USD] to build, was confiscated by the local government. Government officials stated it would be convert into a 
hotel. Church members protested against the government’s decision with no success. 
Hedazhuang Church was outlawed in July 2018, its church properties were sealed off, and the church’s 
entrance was blocked. In July 2019, the message “God loves the world” on the church’s wall was removed, and 
a sign reading “New Era Farmers’ Training 
Center” was hung on the church’s door. 
  22 
 Suppressing ethnic minority groups’ belief in Christianity 
It was reported that on Nov. 29, several Christians of the Miao ethnicity in Guizhou province were summoned 
by the local religious affairs department to attend a “training” where they were informed of three things: 1) 
Reading the Bible in the Miao language and preaching in Miao are forbidden; 2) recounting the history of 
missionaries in Miao churches is forbidden; 3) the Chinese Union Version (CUV) of the Bible would be canceled 
and a different version would be provided to replace it. 
Punishing landlords for leasing to churches using administrative means 
On June 26, the Tongshan District Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued an administrative penalty notice 
to landlords Li Peng and Li Deming, claiming that the five units they purchased in Building No. 5 of Wanda 
Plaza had been provided to Fang Xiaojun and Ma since 2018 to accommodate house churches. Per the notice, 
Li Peng and Li Deming are given a warning and a fine of 100,000 yuan [$14,302.26 USD]. 
Persecuting church pastors and their families 
On July 13, Jin Mingri, who serves as the senior pastor of the outlawed Zion Church in Beijing, penned an open 
letter asking for prayers for his persecuted family. According to the letter, they were greatly affected after Zion 
Church was shut down. His daughter, Grace Jin, has graduated from the University of California Los Angeles 
(UCLA) and received an offer from Washington and Lee Law School. She originally planned to return back to 
the United States in August to further her education. However, border security agents informed her that she 
was not allowed to leave the country for supposedly “having the risk of harming the country’s security.” 
Persecuting churches to force them to stop gathering on their own 
On July 9, Chengxi Christian Church in Jiangsu province’s Xiangshui County issued a gathering prohibition 
notice to more than 50 venues under its jurisdiction. According to the notice, the governments’ United Front 
Work Department and the National Religious Affairs Bureau asked that all community gatherings be stopped. 
The notice also warned that if the church workers do not abide by religious regulations and continue to meet 
at venues not approved by the government, law enforcement agencies will, in accordance with relevant laws 
and regulations, impose fines on the leaders, the hosting families, and those Christians who attend. 
Teaching children Christian hymns at home deemed illegal 
According to a video clip posted online, in early July, a religious law enforcement squad headed by Xie 
Mingxing, the director of the Dafang County Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau, went to a rural house church 
to deliver an administrative penalty notice. When the Christians asked what law they broke, Xie said, “It is 
illegal for you to teach your children to sing hymns at home and to spread [Christian] thoughts.” 
23 
 South Korean and American missionaries detained and expelled by police in Shanghai, Shandong, and 
northeastern Chinese provinces 
On April 4, the Shanghai Municipal Public Security Bureau investigated 20 Christians involved in “I Will” (a 
career development platform for young people with the mission of “change and service with love”), including 
Los Angeles-based Pastor Michael Yu, who had been traveling back and forth from the U.S. to China in order to 
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minister to Christian businesses. When he attempted to board a flight to Los Angeles to attend a dinner party 
with former U.S. President George 
W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush, airport security barred him from leaving China, and he was subsequently 
detained in Shanghai. 
In August, Shandong police summoned and interview more than 100 Jehovah’s Witnesses, including foreign 
missionaries, two of whom were even summoned to the public security bureau to be interrogated by anti-
espionage agents. One of the interviewed believers recounted that police asked him to identify a Korean 
missionary and told him that “all foreign missionaries are spies.” They also warned him against contacting any 
foreigners. According to local people, most missionaries in Shandong and northeastern China are from South 
Korea. 
Since the release of the new Regulations on Religious Affairs in 2018, hundreds of South Korean missionaries 
have been deported from China or have been denied visas to enter the country, and numerous churches 
established by South Koreans have been forced to close. South Korean missionaries who remain in China are 
terrified of harassment by the Chinese authorities. Reportedly, some missionaries were interrogated for 18 
hours and denied sleep, had their passports confiscated after interrogation, and were closely monitored for 
more than 20 days before they were finally deported. Besides spy charges, another excuse for deporting 
missionaries is the absence of a “pastor’s qualification certificate” issued by the government. It is illegal for 
those without this certificate to preach in China. 
ii. Openly opposing Christianity, restricting the proclamation of the Gospel, and disrupting social activities 
related to the Christian faith 
Policies encouraging the reporting of so-called illegal religious activities adopted across China, mainly targeting 
house churches 
On Jan. 27, a government office in Tanghe County released an announcement, stating that a confidential 
hotline had been established for the public to report house churches. As soon as the report was found to be 
factual, a reward of 200 yuan [$28.60 USD] would be granted. People posting any [Lunar] New Year couplets 
written on strips of red paper or displaying tiles with words related to religious ideology would be stopped 
immediately and be seriously educated. Homeowners providing sites for illegal religious gathering activities 
without approval would be fined 20,000-200,000 yuan [$2,860.45-$28,604.53 USD] upon the report being 
found to be factual. People conducting or participating in illegal religious gathering activities shall be 
investigated. If the violation is severe, the public security department will impose a severe penalty. 
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 On March 20, the Guangzhou Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued the “Rewarding Measures 
for the Public Reporting of Unlawful Religious Activities in Guangzhou,” which defined unlawful religious 
activities as organizing, planning, publicizing, inciting, and engaging in illegal religious activities, as well as 
suspicious people, things, events, and objects. People who wish to report may call 110 or 12345, or write 
letters. Government agencies implementing these measures include each district’s religious affairs bureau, 
street comprehensive management offices, stability management offices, and public security bureaus, etc. Per 
the Rewarding Measures, individuals who report unauthorized religious activity sites or non-government-
sanctioned religious groups, religious schools, and temporary religious activity sites which conduct religious 
activities and receive religious donations will be awarded 100 to 1,000 yuan [$14.30-$143.02 USD]. Those who 
supply “clues” and help investigate illegal religious organizations and law-breaking people can expect 1,000 to 
3,000 yuan [$143.02- $429.07 USD]. Those who "provide evidence against foreign illegal religious organizations 
and the people involved" can get 3,000 to 5,000 yuan [$429.07-$715.11 USD]. People who "provide evidence 
and help in the investigation leading to the arrest of the leaders responsible for illegal foreign religious 
organizations" can receive 5,000 to 10,000 yuan [$715.11-$1,430.23 USD]. In the past, such reporting by the 
public was mostly handled by the ethnic and religious affairs department and rarely involved the public 
security department, but things have changed. 
In early April, a Christian church elder in Henan province’s Kaifeng disclosed that local authorities were 
recruiting one informant in each village, promising to pay 300 yuan per month [$42.91 USD] for spying on 
churches. To the poor rural families in this area, this is a big deal since the government subsidy per person for 
poor families is only 60 yuan per month [$8.58 USD]. 
In early May, a notice on the bulletin board of a street management office in Henan province’s Zhengzhou 
showed that the office had set up a hotline for reporting illegal religious activities, warning the public against 
“providing venues for illegal religious activities” and requesting people “to report illegal religious activities 
upon discovery.” The notice also 
intimidated landlords, stating “those who provide buildings for illegal religious activities will be subject to a 
fine of 20,000 yuan to 200,000 yuan [$2,860.45-$28,604.53 USD].” 



 

97 
 

In June, Guizhou province’s Guiyang Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau issued the “Rewarding 
Measures for the Public Reporting of Unlawful Religious Activities in Guiyang (trial version),” asking people to 
report house churches’ religious activities. Per this notice, people can report clues about house churches’ 
religious activities by making phone calls, writing letters, or reporting in person to the religious affairs bureau, 
town comprehensive management office, stability management office, or public security bureau. Reportable 
clues include organizing, planning, publicizing, inciting and engaging in illegal religious activities, as well as 
suspicious 
people, things, events, and objects. Monetary rewards for these reports range from 100 yuan to 6,000 yuan 
[$14.30-$858.14 USD], which are funded by the fiscal department and incorporated into the ethnic and 
religious affairs department’s annual budget. 
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 In mid-November, Hebei province’s Handan Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau promulgated 
“Rewarding Measures for the Public Reporting of Unlawful Religious Activities,” claiming that this method was 
meant to “bring into full play the massive public’s motivation to report various kinds of illegal religious 
activities.” The notice listed “walking in streets and alleys, entering villages and homes to spread religion, and 
dragging people into religion”, “distributing religious message tracts and other religious items”, “publishing 
and distributing religious publications which are not approved by relevant government agencies”, and “inviting 
and hosting foreign personnel as well personnel from Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan to preside over religious 
activities” as illegal religious activities. Monetary rewards for reporting range from 100 yuan to 500 yuan 
[$14.30-$71.51 USD], which will be increased accordingly if significant illegal religious activities are reported. 
Religious logos and symbols purged in Henan and Hebei 
Since early November 2018, Henan province’s Shangcai government already started demolishing churches 
extensively in the name of “tearing town code-violating constructions.” The cross and bell tower of a century-
old Catholic church in Shangcai County were both removed. The priest of the church said this church was 
sealed in April of this year and the effigies in the church were moved, which made it impossible for the church 
to have regular services. So far, the authorities haven’t produced any formal papers to justify demolition, only 
stating they were following the orders of their superiors. When the forced demolition happened, all church 
members were blocked at home by authorities. 
Hebei authorities attempted to demolish the pilgrimage site and statutes in Xiwanzi Parish, but church 
members guarded the site around the clock. The pilgrimage site includes a “Jesus the good shepherd” statue 
and a “praying in the garden” statue, as well as some bishops’ and priests’ statues and stone tablets. On the 
night of May 13, the authorities hired migrant workers to make an attempt again but were stopped by church 
members. 
Foreign literary classics in newly published textbooks stripped of religious terms including God and Bible 
A line in The Little Match Girl by Hans Christian Andersen, whose title character sells matchbooks in the wintry 
cold, now says, “When a star falls, a person will leave the world,” altering the latter half of the sentence, which 
previously read, “the spirit resides with God.” 
In the story of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, Robison took “several books” from a wrecked ship, rather than 
“three Bibles.” 
Publication and sale of Christian books monopolized by the government 
Since the new Regulations on Religious Affairs took effect in 2018, government agencies across China not only 
strictly banned churches from using Bibles and Canaan Hymns published without government approval, but 
also started to forbid online stores to sell Bibles and Christian books published without government approval. 
Believers wanting to buy Bibles can only buy 
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 from stores affiliated with Three-Self Patriotic Movement and the China Christian Council. Authorities also 
investigated Christians who bought religious publications through non- government-sanctioned channels. 
An administrative penalty notice issued by authorities in Nanping, Fujian, that on the afternoon of Feb. 26, the 
law enforcement agents of Nanping Municipal Culture and Tourism Bureau, following the clues provided by 
their superiors, inspected the Nanping Municipal China Christian Council’s bookstore. Subsequently, they 
issued a notice ordering the bookstore to stop operating. On April 22, the Nanping Municipal Culture and 
Tourism Bureau started to investigate the Nanping Municipal China Christian Council’s bookstore for 
distributing publications without government approval, ruling that the store sold 253 bibles in Changle and 
other regions without having obtained the “license for the publication business operation,” thus having 
committed the crime of illegal business operations. 
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In October and November, China’s public security departments summoned and interrogated Christians all over 
China who had purchased Christian books from the online Wheat Bookstore and tracked down their 
transactions. 
Scope of people banned from churches expanded 
At the beginning of the year, the government of Guxiandu, Jiangxi, stipulated that all the recipients of 
government subsidies and government employees, including poverty-stricken people, retired teachers, and 
CCP members, are forbidden to believe in Jesus. People cannot enter church on Sundays if they have children 
with them. Village officials asked every church attendee to sign a statement and comply with the stipulations 
before the church service began. 
Churches, believers, and general public strictly prohibited from celebrating Christmas 
It is reported that the State Administration of Religious Affairs issued a notice to stipulate that the Christmas 
Eve services held by churches in big cities be reserved for believers with admission tickets only, excluding non-
believers and those without tickets. 
On Dec. 17, a property management company in Yunnan's Kunming Economic Development Zone issued a 
notice to local businesses and merchants in 10 high-rises and 10 independent office buildings, banning any 
celebration of Christmas as well as Christmas-related messages and decorations, citing a police restriction. 
According to a notice regarding the arrangements of mass services during Christmas time by the Shishi Catholic 
church, Guangzhou’s largest church, the afternoon mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day would be open 
to the public, but the mass after 7:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve is reserved for church members with admission 
tickets only. 
The Qianxi County Education Bureau and the science and technology bureau in Guizhou issued a notice 
banning celebrations of Christmas, Christmas Eve, and any “foreign holidays” among school students. Students 
were strictly prohibited from playing “angels” in church shows, 
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 joining church choirs, and singing hymns. Besides, schools were required to keep the parents of students from 
attending Christmas-related events. 
Big supermarkets in Guangzhou, Beijing, and Shandong had no Christmas trees for sale. Many Christians also 
did not decorate for Christmas celebrations. 
John, a house church pastor in Shandong province said, “House churches are too afraid to gather openly. 
Believers have scattered and meet in small groups in people’s homes. No celebration events are allowed 
during Christmas, and many products used for Christmas celebrations have been taken off the market. We 
can’t have big celebrations involving 10,000 people any more, like we used to be able to do.” 
Art performance used to distort Gospel 
In late May, Jiangxi province’s Yugan County Performance Group went on a performance tour for a play named 
“The Gospel,” which told the story of how a village stuck in poverty due to the villagers’ superstitious and 
religious belief became rich after renouncing their belief under the leadership of the village’s CCP party 
secretary. 
Beijing’s Christians subject to maintenance stability measures prior to the CCP regime’s 70th anniversary 
Half a month before the CCP regime’s 70th anniversary and grand celebrations, Beijing authorities started to 
take stability maintenance measures. Local house church elders and believers were placed in residential 
surveillance, and some petitioners were intercepted and criminally detained. Since Sept. 15, a few assistant 
police officers were placed at the door to the home of Elder Xu Yonghai, who serves at Beijing’s Holy Love 
Fellowship. Xu was followed when he went out to buy groceries. On Sept. 16, He Depu, a member of Holy Love 
Fellowship was also placed in residential surveillance. In mid-September, Zhai Yanmin and his wife, Liu Erming, 
who attend Yahebo Church were forced to travel to Henan province. On Sept. 20, Christian petitioner Wang 
Jinling was seized in Beijing by government agents intercepting petitioners and deported back to her 
hometown in Heilongjiang province. 
iii. Persecuting justice-seeking Christians in public spheres Pro-democracy Christian activists and dissidents 
persecuted 
Li Yufeng, a Christian and rights activist about 60 years of age, began petitioning due to the government’s 
demolition of her home. Li filed a lawsuit over the demolition. Though a court ruled in her favor, authorities 
did not respect the court’s decision or provide Li any compensation. In retaliation, authorities sentenced her to 
two years in prison for “disrupting work order,” and subjected her to “re-education through labor” for 18 
months after her release from prison. On Sept. 30, 2014, Li was criminally detained again after helping 
organize and taking part in an activity to greet activist Yuan Dong upon his release 
 28 
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 from a prison in Beijing. On Jan. 16, 2017, She was charged with “picking quarrels and stirring up troubles” by 
Jiaozuo’s Zhongzhan District Court and was sentenced to four years in prison. She was released on Feb. 21, 
2019, after serving the sentence. In July, Li was seized in Beijing by the Henan police while petitioning, was 
forcibly sent back to her hometown in Henan, and was criminally detained again for “picking quarrels and 
stirring up troubles.” On Aug. 8, she was formally arrested, and authorities prosecuted her in early October. 
Since September, Holy Love Fellowship, a Beijing-based house church mainly consisting of petitioners from all 
over China, dissidents, political prisoners, and rights activists, has had six members detained, including Yang 
Qiuyu and Ge Zhihui from Beijing, Li Yu and Zhao Zuoyuan from Shandong, Jiang Zhanchun from Jiangsu, and 
Lin Chunfen from Hubei. They are all facing prosecution or awaiting court sentencing for allegedly “picking 
quarrels and stirring up troubles.” 
Christian rights defense lawyer arrested on alleged political offense charge 
On Oct. 31, Christian rights defense lawyer Qin Yongpei, director of Guangxi-based Baijuming Law Firm, was 
taken away from his office by the Nanning police. On Nov. 2, he was criminally detained for allegedly “inciting 
subversion of state power” and approved for arrest on Dec. 3. On May 18, 2018, the law firm Qin worked for 
was shut down and his license revoked. He then founded the China Lawyers’ Club. On April 29, 2019, attorney 
Chen Jiahong, a member of the club, was seized by the local public security agents and later criminally 
detained and arrested for allegedly “inciting subversion of state power.” 
iv. Persecuting Christianity and Christians in economic, social, and cultural spheres 
Christians hindered from homeschooling their children 
Fan Ruzhen, a devoted Christian, gave birth to two children in 2006 and 2010, respectively. Considering the 
public school’s atheistic education solely focused on test scores unfit for her two children, Fan decided to 
homeschool her children and had several other Christians help her teach different subjects. On Sept. 30, the 
Yintan County government filed a civil lawsuit against her to the Yinhai District Court, requiring Fan to send her 
children to public schools for formal education. The case was tried on Dec. 19 and Dec. 21, when Fan was 
accused of failing to fulfill her legal obligation by having her school-age children stay at home. Fan argued that 
the home education she provided to her children was not inferior to the state education, plus she has the right 
to educate her children within her faith tradition whereas the government only has duty, but no right, to 
educate children. 
On the morning of Dec. 11, four homeschooled children were about to meet at someone’s home near 
Chengdu’s Chadianzi to study together under the supervision of an adult surnamed Chen. Around 9:00 a.m., 
one of them spotted two police vehicles parked downstairs. About 20 minutes later, when the children were 
ready to go out, more than 10 plainclothes policemen blocked the door and asked to investigate everyone in 
the house. Without producing any legal papers, the police officers asked to open every child’s schoolbag to 
inspect their personal items. The children refused them. Mr. Chen’s backpack was opened by the police for 
inspection, and even his phone was seized from him and inspected. 
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 Expelling Christians and stripping them of their right to a residence 
Chinese authorities wantonly suppressed Christians, forbidding them from attending church and even applying 
all sorts of means to force them out of their residences. 
In late September, a large of Christians co-renting apartments on the campus of Xiamen University were forced 
out by the school’s security agents, who changed locks on these apartments, damaged doorbells, and warned 
neighbors against opening doors for them, simply because of their faith. 
Beijing-based Christian rights defense lawyer Ni Yulan also suffered multiple lease terminations due to police 
pressure on her landlords. 
Interfering with Catholic orphanage 
The Bethany Home for Children with Disabilities, located in Taiyuan, Shanxi, was founded in 1997 by Yang 
Yunxian, a Catholic nun. The orphanage taken in more than 100 children over the years and seen more than 20 
of them adopted. Currently, its staff consists of 15 Catholics. In early August, the Xiaodian District Civil Affairs 
Bureau unexpectedly visited Bethany Home and notified its staff that the children were to be sent to state-run 
orphanages because they were suspected of “illegally adopting children.” The person in charge of the home 
told the authorities they took care of the children, but on Aug. 26, officials arrived at Bethany Home and 
removed all the children from the premises. Elderly people, who also lived at Bethany Home, were taken away 
as well. 
Freezing pastor’s housing assets to prohibit sale 
The pastor of outlawed Zion Church Jin Mingri had his wife and two sons left China for the United States. In 
order to support his children’s education, he needed to sell his house in Beijing. However, he was informed 
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that his housing assets had been frozen. He attempted to go through all the legal processes, but all met dead 
ends. 
v. Highlighted case: an account of Early Rain Covenant Church's persecution case in 2019 
Tempering with detainees’ authorization of legal representatives 
No lawyers representing those affected by the crackdown on Early Rain Covenant Church were allowed to visit 
their detained clients. 
Elder Qin Defu’s lawyer, Li Guisheng, elder Su Bingsen’s lawyer, Wen Yu, and elder Li Zihu’s lawyer, Yang Hui, 
were all denied visits to their clients. Authorities told them all, “Your client is being interrogated.” 
On Jan. 8, Lawyer Zhang Peihong visited Pastor Wangyi’s wife and signed authorization papers, but he was 
later seized and taken to Wangjiaguai Police Station for interrogation. 
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 On April 15, Lawyer Zhang Peihong went to the Chengdu Detention Center to submit paperwork for meeting 
with his client but was told by the official in charge of the detention center, “We can’t arrange the meeting 
because the case is still in the investigation stage.” 
On July 14, the investigation of Pastor Wang Yi’s charges of “illegal business operations” and “inciting 
subversion of state power” ended, and the case was handed over to Chengdu Municipal Procuratorate for 
review. 
On Aug. 10, members of Early Rain Covenant Church released an urgent announcement about stating that the 
Chengdu authorities attempted to skirt the lawyers authorized by Pastor Wang and his family and had 
arranged and authorized other lawyers (including Christian lawyers) to serve as pastor Wang’s defense against 
his will. The legal defense lawyers recognized by the church for Pastor Wang are Zhang Peihong and Attorney 
Ran Tong. The church members strongly opposed the authorities’ appointment of lawyers since Pastor Wang 
and his mother had already picked his lawyers. They maintained that though the lawyers authorized by Pastor 
Wang are not allowed to represent him, church members would rather Pastor Wang defend himself at court 
than accept the defense of lawyers appointed by the authorities. 
In August, church Elder Qin Defu was charged with “illegal business operations” and his case was transferred 
to the procuratorate. Zhang Peihong, authorized by Qin’s family, requested to meet with Qin but was denied a 
visit by the Qingyang District Procuratorate. The prosecutor told him, “Your client has authorized someone 
else to represent him,” elaborating that Qin had authorized two other defense lawyers on his own at the 
detention center. 
Ousting lawyers previously handpicked by religious or political dissidents in order to replace them with 
attorneys hired by the state is a common tactic used by the Chinese government. Officials usually claim the 
defendants selected the state-appointed lawyers themselves. 
On Nov. 15, Zhang Peihong was officially informed by the prosecutor that he would not be allowed to serve as 
Wang’s defense because the officials didn’t trust him. 
Sufferings of Pastor Wang Yi’s family 
Pastor Wang Yi’s young son, Wang Shuya, was not allowed to go back to his parents’ home and had to live with 
his elderly grandma in a small 30-square-meter apartment. On Feb. 3, authorities again denied his petition to 
move back to his own home. 
Pastor Wang Yi’s wife, Jiang Rong, was also accused of “inciting subversion of state power.” In early February, 
news circulated on the internet stating Jiang Rong was severely tortured 
during her detention, disallowed to brush her teeth for 50 days, and forced to sit on a stool for long hours with 
her body bent at a 30-degree angle. 
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 Pastor Wang Yi’s parents are both elderly and frail, and thus unable to do many house chores, but the 
authorities not only banned church members from visiting and helping them, but also forbade strangers, such 
as house cleaners and computer repair technicians, to enter their home. On Feb. 23, Pastor Wang Yi’s 74-year-
old mother was entering her password at a bank to withdraw money when Zhang Juhu, a police officer from 
Chengdu’s Wangjiaguai Police Station, stood close to her and attempted to steal the numbers. When he was 
not allowed to, he cursed her furiously and maliciously, pulling her hair. He didn’t stop when the bank security 
guard intervened. He yelled at the security guard, “I am enforcing the law,” and continued to kick the old 
woman. 
On June 1, on his way back home with his grandson, Deacon Xu tried to drop off some wrapped dumplings at 
the home of Pastor Wang Yi’s parents and to visit Wang Yi’s son. Police warned him and told him that he was 
not allowed to step foot near Wangjiaguai (the location of Wang Yi’s home and of the place where his parents 
are currently living). 



 

101 
 

Jiang Rong was released on bail on June 10, six months after “residential surveillance at a designated location.” 
She lost weight during her six months in custody. She and her son were then placed under residential 
surveillance again, closely watched by authorities day and night, and denied visits from her lawyer, parents, 
relatives, friends, and church members. As of the end of the year, it was known that she and her son were 
detained in a neighborhood in Huayang. Her son was escorted by police to go to school and back daily in a 
police vehicle. 
Interrogation resulting in death of Christian’s unborn baby 
On Dec. 9, when around 100 members of Early Rain Covenant Church were taken into custody, authorities 
entered the home of a church member who was 10 weeks pregnant, dragged her to the police station, and 
possibly interrogated her for a long time. She was found bleeding profusely on Jan. 5, and her baby died in her 
womb. 
Some detained church members uninformed of reasons for detention until their release on bail 
Zhu Xiaoguang, who was criminally detained for suspected “illegal business operations,” was released on bail 
on Jan. 9 and went home. It was only then was he informed of the reason for his detention—helping the 
church to mail some books. 
Fu Lijun, who was released on bail on Jan. 10m learned that his so-called criminal offence was to agree to help 
his church sell Bibles. 
Persecuting detained church members’ families 
The family members of detained church members are often tailed by five or six agents when they go out. 
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 On Jan. 25, family members of those in prison, including Li Bing, the wife of Deacon Ge Yingfeng, Zhang 
Xinyue, the wife of Elder Li Yingqiang, and Xiao Hongliu, the wife of Elder Qin Defu, discovered that the bank 
cards they have been using for daily necessities were all frozen by the Qingyang District branch of the Chengdu 
Municipal Public Security Bureau. 
On Feb. 15, at about 5:00-6:00 p.m., the Jianshe Road Public Security Department summoned Xu Miaozhuang, 
Xiao Hongliu, Lu Lingzhi, and Shen Bing, the spouses of detained church leaders Su Bingsen, Qin Defu, Dai 
Zhichao, and Li Xiaofeng, to question them about the reason for their visit to the German consulate in 
Chengdu, the content of their conversations with consulate staff, and the organizer of this visit. One national 
security officer named Zhou Jiao hurled insults at them, and calling Xu Miaozhuang “trash” and “better off 
dead,” and yelled, “Too bad we can’t go back in time 40 years and put dunce caps on Christians and behead 
them!” He also said, “Sooner or later, I will kill you all.” 
Having four children, Elder Su Bingshen and his wife are labeled as violators of China’s family planning policy, 
and their children cannot register with the government for ID papers. Thus, they are considered “illegal 
persons” by the government. The Chengdu police applied various methods to drive Ms. Su, along with their 
four children, out of her home. On the night of Feb. 22, having only lived at their new home for a few days, her 
landlord broke the promise she had previously made when they signed the lease, forcing Ms. Su to move 
again. Mrs. Su’s children embraced her and wept continuously. 
On June 6, Zhang Xinyue, the wife of Early Rain Covenant Church Elder Li Yingqiang, returned to Chengdu after 
fleeing to her hometown in Gansu province with her two children to escape persecution. When they arrived at 
their home, police started monitoring their home, and the landlord received pressure to terminate their lease. 
Reversing Christian’s adoptions 
After the raid of Early Rain Covenant Church, church member Pei Wenju’s four legally adopted children were 
removed from his family by authorities. They were previously raised by their elderly and frail grandparents, 
who attempted to send them to an orphanage nearby. Pei Wenju and his wife went to the children’s 
hometown, with the village chief as the witness, and signed an agreement with the children’s grandparents, 
volunteering to raise the four children 
until adulthood. The oldest of the four children has no developmental delays and attends the 
same church-run school as Pei’s biological daughter, and the other three adopted children have special needs. 
Pei found a special education school and was prepared to fund the three children’s education until they 
reached adulthood. On the grounds of “trapping children in an evil religion,” the police and community staff 
terminated Pei’s custody and sent the four children back to their hometown, and in a short time, scattered 
them and had them adopted by different families. Pei 
and his family were also forced out of the home they had lived in for eight years. On Nov. 25, 
the police went to their home to harass them and showed up again the next day. A uniformed 
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 police officer (badge number 007645) who claimed to come from Taisheng Road Public Security Bureau 
demanded Pei move out within a day and threatened beatings if he went downstairs. 
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Persecuting those interested in Christianity 
On April 2, Shu Qiong, a warm-hearted woman from Panzhihua who was interested in becoming a Christian, 
was taken away by the police. The authorities demanded she not offer hospitality and lodging to Early Rain 
Covenant Church members. She refused to comply. On April 4, her shop in a local department store was 
immediately shut down and sealed by officials. 
Detained church staff denied freedom after release 
On April 16, though listed as a resident of Chengdu, released Elder Su Bingsen was deported back to his 
hometown under police escort and placed under residential surveillance. 
On June 11, Li Xiaofeng, who was released on bail, was sent back to Guangxi with her husband. 
On June 14, Deacon Li Yingqiang, who was released on bail, along with his family, were deported back to 
Shanghai. 
On Aug. 15, after being detained for 8 months for allegedly “picking quarrels and provoking troubles,” Elder Li 
Yingqiang was released on a one-year bail term, pending trial. He was sent back to his hometown in Hubei 
Province with his family. The police demanded he report to the police station regularly and not leave his 
residence without government approval. 
Raiding churches and detaining believers 
On Jan. 7, when the church’s Gospel Class students gathered at a restaurant to study together and share a 
meal, more than 20 police officers interrupted them. The cellphones and ID cards of all the 36 students were 
seized, and they were taken to a police station on Shuyuan Street for questioning. They were released one-by-
one later that night. 
On the night of Feb, 23, when two church groups had worship meetings at two different homes, the police 
broke in and took away 44 attendees after their meetings were over, including elder people and 11 children, 
the youngest being only two months old. Of those arrested, 11 were detained for 10-14 days. Tang Chunliang 
and a few believers were hit in the face by a plainclothes police officer at the police station. Some were not 
released until 2:00 a.m. Tired children slept on ice-cold tables and floors. 
On April 21, a dozen or so church members decided to meet together at a local park to worship and remember 
the Lord. The national security agents from the Chengdu Municipal Police Station and the Chenghua District 
Police Station took seven of them, including children, to the Longtan Temple Police Station, where they were 
interrogated. They were all released one- by-one later that night. 
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 Many Early Rain Covenant Church members were also warned not to attend Christian gatherings to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Massacre on June 4 and pray for their country. 
Several of the church families experienced tight official surveillance, and others had their electricity and 
internet shut off. In addition, police and other government personnel broke into several of the families’ 
homes. One of the homes they broke into was that of a church member surnamed Wang. First, the authorities 
shut off the electricity and then showed a document summoning Mr. Wang as well as two other Christians, 
identified only as Brother Zhang and Sister Tang. 
On July 7, church member Li Chengju was taken to the Caoshi Street Police Station and detained for 14 days. 
Prior to this, Li and her husband, Chen Shaowen, were both detained for 15 days. Police took administrative 
appeal documents from their home, which appealed their previous administrative detentions. 
After the church raid on Dec. 9, brother Gou Zhongcan was listed as a “nationally-wanted internet fugitive.” He 
was arrested on March 15 in Hangzhou and detained at the Fuyang District Detention Center. He was escorted 
back to Sichuan province on March 18 and placed in the Pingchang County Detention Center. On April 3, he 
was released on bail pending trial, but he was then detained again by national security officials and placed in 
the Pingchang County United Front Work Department Re-education Center. He spent nearly seven months in a 
room without any natural daylight, and his biological clock was entirely non-functional. His vision and dental 
health both deteriorated significantly. 
Maliciously persecuting, harassing, and intimidating believers 
Chengdu authorities escalated their suppression of Early Rain Covenant Church in 2019, harassing church 
members in various ways. The directors of the United Front Work Department or ethnic and religious affairs 
departments, village chiefs, and village party secretaries from the hometowns of some church members came 
to Chengdu to persuade these church members to leave, return to their hometowns, and cut ties with Early 
Rain Covenant Church. Some church members were closely monitored, kept in their hometowns, and 
forbidden to go back to Chengdu. Landlords and real estate agents were pressured by the police and coerced 
to cooperate, and the government even shut down real estate agencies that helped church members find 
places to rent. Persecuted church members were forced to relocate and look everywhere for places to rent. 
Some church members accused the authorities of “trying to drive out and kill all.” 
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On Jan. 31, church member Pan Fei was fired from his job with Yonghui Supermarket because he refused to 
stop attending church and renounce his faith. 
On April 27, church members named Zhang Jianqing and Wei Zhixue found the lock on their home’s door filled 
with super glue, which was the third time this had happened to them. Their electrical meter was also stolen. 
On April 29, Tang Chunliang and wife also found the lock on their home’s door filled with super glue, which 
was the fourth time this had happened to them. The walls around their door were sprayed with paint. 
35 
 On the night of Feb. 23, when a massive arrest of church members happened, Zhang Guanya was detained for 
14 days by public security agents. On Sept. 6, Zhang published an open letter stating that he had been forced 
to move twice due to his Christian faith. He didn’t know where else he could move. 
Harassing believers’ homeschooled children 
On April 29, while three homeschooled children of Christians were studying with Wu Wuqing’s two sons at 
Wu’s home, several police officers from the Jianshe Road Police Station and community workers stormed in, 
took Wu and his wife away, and left the children on their own. 
Zhang Xinyue, who went back to her hometown in Gansu province with her two children after her husband’s 
arrest, has been visited frequently by officials from the education bureau. Insisting she send her children to 
public school, they threatened to take her into police custody, forcibly send her children to public school, and 
change their legal guardians to their grandparents. 
Extracting confessions and forcing Christians to tell incriminating lies 
In late January, many believers were interrogated by the police consecutively about Pastor Wang Yi’s financial 
status, such as whether he owns a Mercedes or BMW besides the electrical bicycle he had ridden to work for 
more than 10 years. One police officer plainly said, “Our goal is to find him guilty. What will happen to you 
depends on whether you cooperate or not. If you do, you can go home to celebrate the Chinese New Year, and 
you’ll be cleared.” 
In the second quarter of 2019, four church members remained in detention. Pastor Wang Yi has been kept in 
secret detention. Per some well-informed locals, detained church members were tortured and forced to make 
false confessions to incriminate Wang, and some were even forced to take unidentified medicine, which 
compromised their mental capacity and caused them to say things the police wanted to hear. 
Sentencing Pastor Wang Yi and Elder Qi Defu 
In August, church Elder Qin Defu was charged with “illegal business operations,” and his case was transferred 
to the procuratorate. On Nov. 29, Qin was sentenced to four years in prison on the charge of “illegal business 
operations,” which was mainly based on the “evidence” of 20,000 Christian books found at Early Rain 
Covenant Church. Most were small Gospel tracts. 
On Nov. 15, Pastor Wang Yi was charged with “inciting subversion of state power” and “illegal business 
operations,” and the case was sent to the Chengdu Intermediate People’s Court for trial. On Dec. 30, Pastor 
Wang Yi was tried and found guilty of “inciting subversion of state power” and “illegal business operations” by 
the Chengdu Intermediate People’s Court. He was sentenced to nine years in prison and deprived of his 
political rights for three years with 50,000 yuan ($7,157 USD) of his personal property being confiscated. Wang 
is the first known Chinese 
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 pastor sentenced on “inciting subversion of state power” in mainland China, and his case has received 
extensive global media coverage and the attention of the international community. 
III. Macro-level mathematical analyses of government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland 
China in 2019 
As an agency that closely monitors the government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland China, 
ChinaAid has gathered information from church leaders, church staff, and ordinary Christians from both house 
churches and state-run Three-Self Churches, as well as individuals concerned with religious rights. After 
reviewing this information, ChinaAid has concluded that the persecution that occurred in 2019 exceeds that 
which happened in 2018. 
The data and information collected by ChinaAid in 2019 may only represent a fraction of the actual abuses that 
occurred in China. Though not comprehensive, these cases cover a wide range of Chinese provinces and 
municipalities, are diverse in nature, and represent a variety of backgrounds, including urban and rural house 
churches and Three-Self Churches, and individual religious practitioners, such as pastors, evangelists, 
missionaries, ordinary Christians, Christians in public realms (human rights lawyers and political dissidents, 
etc.), college students, high school students, children, business owners, and ethnic minority Christians. 
Many persecuted churches, obviously pressured by the authorities, dared not disclose details of their 
persecution to us. As a result, it was extremely difficult to collect data this year, making a detailed analysis 
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difficult. However, this is a marked difference from previous years, and the reports ChinaAid has received 
indicate that persecution is not relenting. Instead, authorities have continued to carry out the central 
government’s orders to force religion to place the Chinese government’s ideals at its center, and officials 
arrest those who resist. This leads ChinaAid to believe the Chinese government is threatening or otherwise 
intimidating Christians into not reporting the abuses to international media. China’s lack of openness on this 
matter causes ChinaAid to believe that the persecution of Christians and Christian churches in mainland China 
worsened in 2019. 
For the sake of analyzing persecution in 2019, this report looks at soft and hard persecution. The former refers 
to the government’s launch of policies directly opposed to religious freedom or basic religious tenets, and its 
forcing churches and Christians to obey. The latter refers to the government’s physical actions against religious 
freedom or basic religious tenets, hindering and disrupting various religious activities. 
Although we cannot present specific numbers to compare 2018 and 2019 in regard to persecution, we can still 
conduct a general mathematical analysis of government persecution of churches and Christians in mainland 
China in 2019 from several aspects. 
1. House churches: soft persecution and hard persecution for all, without exception 
The following information applies to churches of which ChinaAid either has reported on or knows: 
37 
 Persecution occurred to all of these house churches, though the method and magnitude of persecution 
varied. 
All house church leaders were summoned and interviewed by the police. 
Every house church attendee felt some inconvenience or experienced interference related to their attendance 
of house church activities. 
All shutdown house church leaders experienced detention of varying lengths, with a few even criminally 
detained, arrested, or sentenced. Every major church leader experienced police summoning or short-term 
detention. Other church leaders and active church members experienced formal police summoning, or at least 
informal summoning and interrogation. 
2. Government-sanctioned Three-Self Churches: soft persecution for all and hard persecution for some 
All government-sanctioned Three-Self Churches suffered soft persecution. Some of these took the form of 
cross demolitions and being forced to fly China’s national flag. 
Hard persecution methods applied to Three-Self Churches include intimidating pastors who refused to 
personally demolish their church’s cross or relocate as demanded by the authorities. Some of these pastors 
were also detained or arrested. 
IV. Summary 
The year 2019 is the second year of the CCP’s launch and implementation of the “Five-Year Plan for Promoting 
the Sinicization of Christianity,” as well as the year to release the “Five-Year Planning Outline for Advancing 
Sinicization.” Based on all the above, it is our conclusion that China’s persecution of churches and Christians in 
2019 demonstrated the following trends and characteristics. 
i. Gradual institutionalization of religious Sinicization 
CCP high-ranking officials proposed developing a “religious ideological system with Chinese characteristics” for 
the first time and having a comprehensive re-evaluation of religious canon, including reinterpreting, revising, 
and re-translating the content that supposedly does not fit with the progressing times. 
China’s five major religions, controlled by the state, completed and launched their “Five- Year Plan on 
Sinicizaiton.” These religions include the government versions of Protestantism, Taoism, Catholicism, 
Buddhism, and Islam. Shanghai, Jiangxi and Zhejiang finished revising their provincial regulations on religious 
affairs. 
The campaign of “four entries”, “eight absences” and “three wall mounts” was advanced at all religious activity 
sites in Hubei province. The computerized “332” management service model was implemented at the religious 
activity sites in Zhejiang province’s Xihu District. 
38 
 As far as the management of religious group is concerned, the Measures for the Administration of Religious 
Groups (trial version for feedback collection) was released. 
The government-sanctioned religious community continued to conduct patriotic education and traditional 
culture education programs, including patriotic education activities themed on “Boosting the New Era and 
Building the Chinese Dream Together”, the “Program of Studying and Experiencing Excellent Chinese 
Traditional Cultures by Religious Professionals,” and field trips and onsite instructions about Confucius’ and 
Mencius’ thoughts. 
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Anti-cult movements occurred across China, including hosting anti-cult training classes and conducting anti-
cult propaganda activities. Authorities even regarded as Christian churches as anti-cult bases. The anti-cult 
movement was becoming a campaign and more extensive. 
Moreover, the ideological and political education in religious schools were reinforced. Some regions launched 
special campaigns targeting religion during the Chinese New Year. 
ii. Updates on the Sinicization of Christianity 
Complete control over churches and eradication of house churches backhandedly attempted 
New measures for managing religious activity sites were reinforced across China, mainly targeting Christianity. 
A rating and performance review system was applied to religious activity sites in some regions. Street affairs 
offices’ direct rule of churches was applied in Lishui, Zhejiang. A house church in Zhejiang province’s Ningbo 
was forced to sign an “Agreement” to follow the “Four-Rules-Five-Haves-Five-Bans” policy. The “religious 
activity site management system” was launched by Beijing’s Changping District. In early May, news circulated 
online that Beijing government will start a “resetting to zero” campaign, focusing on “removing the size, the 
organization, and institution of the church.” This campaign was to be supervised by the CCP’s Central 
Committee’s Inspection Team. Public security departments would combat violations of the law, street affairs 
offices would be in charge of security defense, while religious affairs departments would make sure to adopt 
house churches into the Three-Self Church system. The policies listed above, if fully implemented, will cause 
house churches to lose any space for existence and development and lose their autonomy. 
These policies highlighted the Chinese authorities’ agenda of taking full control of churches and wiping out 
house churches indirectly. 
Government-sanctioned churches forced into full allegiance to CCP 
Government-sanctioned churches actively participated in events celebrating the CCP regime’s 70th 
Anniversary, expressing love for the country and the Party. The “Sinicization of believers, Sinicization of 
churches, and Sinicization of theology” was proposed. The CCP’s United Front Work Department officials 
delivered a speech at a clergy retreat and educated the clergy on core socialist values. Churches had to play 
the national anthem and fly the national flag. 
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 Moreover, the government attempted to monopolize the publishing and distribution of Christian books, and 
even the grassroots-level China Christian Council was banned from selling Bibles. 
Resistance of overseas Christian infiltration lifted to level of national security 
The authorities resisted Christian infiltration in the name of national security. The United Front Work 
Department and the Ministry of Public Security released the Work Plan on the Special Operation to Investigate 
and Deal with Overseas Christian Infiltration According to the Law. To avoid calling attention to the crackdown 
on foreign-affiliated religious groups, the document demands to not organize suppression activities during 
major domestic political events or “sensitive” days. The document also mentions a supplementary document 
titled “Responses to Questions from the Outside Regarding the Special Operation to Investigate and Deal with 
Overseas Christian Infiltration According to Law.” Some local government even held a meeting called 
“Christianity’s Great Harm to the Security of Chinese People.” The police in Shanghai, Shangdong and 
northeast China area arrested and expelled South Korean and American missionaries. “To prevent foreign 
infiltration” and “too many meeting sites are hard to manage” are the most common reasons cited by 
authorities to shut down Three-Self Churches. 
iii. Changes to specific persecution methods 
Some common persecution methods are still being used, such as fabricating criminal charges to detain, seize, 
arrest, and sentence church leaders and ordinary, forcing believers into disappearance, interfering with church 
in various ways, including busting church venues, summoning, talking to and pressuring landlords to force 
churches out of their venues, expanding the scope of the population banned from church, especially depriving 
children of their right to access the Christian faith, putting harsh restrictions on Christmas celebrations by 
churches, believers, and the general public, restricting lawyers’ involvement in church and Christian- related 
cases, and persecuting justice-seeking Christians in public spheres. 
Forced church demolition, forced cross demolition, and outlawing of high-profile house churches 
There was word at the beginning of 2019 that the CCP policymakers were prepared to carry out in Shandong 
province the religious policies implemented in Zhejiang and Henan province, which include demolishing 
churches’ crosses, banning people under 18 years of age from churches, prohibiting churches from developing 
training centers, removing Christian logos from church buildings, etc. 
In 2019, there were churches demolished by force or facing demolition in Shaanxi, Hubei, Inner Mongolia, 
Jiangxi, Tianjin, Anhui, Hebei, Henan, and Jiangsu province. The forced demolition of church crosses happened 
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in Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Henan, Hubei, Shandong, and Guizhou. Authorities in Henan and Hebei continued to 
remove Christian logos and symbols besides the cross. 
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 In 2018, outlawing high-profile churches occurred in Beijing, Sichuan, and Guangdong, while in 2019, such 
cases mainly happened in Fujian and Jiangsu. Another prominent case is that of Shouwang Church. After being 
persistently suppressed for 10 years, the church was eventually outlawed by the authorities. 
Expanding persecution of Christians in the economic, social, and cultural domains 
Evidence of expanded persecution incudes: restricting Christians’ right to homeschool their children, expelling 
Christians and depriving them of their normal rights to find a residence, forcibly taking over church-run 
orphanages, freezing church leaders’ assets, imposing administrative penalties on landlords who rent to 
churches, persecuting church leaders and their family members, and using artwork to distort the Gospel and 
defame the Christian faith. It is noteworthy that the new edition of Chinese language textbooks has deleted 
“God” and “Bible” from literary classics, reflecting the absurd level of the CCP’s hostility towards Christianity. 
House churches being driven to verge of extinction both in urban and rural areas 
Even house churches that haven’t been outlawed are facing great challenges with congregating to worship. 
Congregations of more than 100 believers are hard to find, and most church venues in office buildings have 
closed. The majority of urban house churches have scattered and broken into small fellowship groups. They 
mostly meet in private homes and only rent public venues for temporary usage. Most rural house churches 
went underground and meet in a semi-secret manner. Government officials even condemned the behavior of 
teaching children to sing hymns at home as “illegal.” 
Suppression of outlawed house churches continued. Even small gatherings at believers’ homes or small group 
fellowships formed by scattered believers from outlawed churches were constantly harassed and raided by 
authorities. 
Adopting so-called “people against people” and “people’s war” methods to persecute house churches 
This is mainly evidenced by the release of government policies across China to encourage reports of illegal 
religious activities, mainly targeting house churches. Encouraging snitching is a common method applied by 
the CCP to reinforce its rule. Authorities used money incentives to motivate non-believers to report house 
churches’ so-called “illegal religious activities”, attempting to produce conflicts and tension between non-
Christians and Christians and increase the mistrust between the two people groups. 
Other astonishingly radical measures 
Churches were taken over by the authorities and converted to serve other functions. 
The magnitude of persecution against ethnic minority Christians was taken to a new level, as evidenced by 
forbidding Miao Christians to use the Miao-language Bible and forbidding sermons preached in the Miao 
language. 
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 iv. Early Rain Covenant Church’s case an example of hardships faced by Chinese Christians 
Legal representatives of detainees were hindered from doing their jobs. Some detainees didn’t know their 
criminal charges until their release on bail, and they were deprived of freedom even after release. 
Senior Pastor Wang Yi and his wife, Jiang Rong, were arrested on “inciting subversion of state power” charges. 
Church members were tortured and forced to tell lies to condemn Pastor Wang Yi. Pastor Wang’s elderly 
parents were verbally abused, given a hard time, and even separated from their young grandson. Jiang Rong 
was detained and tortured during detention. After being released on bail, Jiang and their son had to live in a 
government-appointed secret place, being watched day and night, and no one was allowed to visit her, 
including lawyers, her parents, relatives, friends, and church members. Pastor Wang Yi’s son is escorted to a 
public school daily by the police in a police vehicle. Pastor Wang Yi was given a heavy sentence. 
Since Dec. 9, 2018, church members were charged with “picking quarrels and stirring up troubles” or “illegal 
business operations.” 
Family of detained believers had their bank accounts frozen, and they were summoned, verbally abused, 
forced to move, and even received death threats. 
Believers’ adoptive parental rights were terminated. They were harassed, intimidated, and forced to move. 
Violating believers’ social, economic, and cultural rights. Believers were maliciously persecuted, their 
residential and employment rights violated, and homeschooled children harassed. 
Persisting in persecuting believers after outlawing the church. Believers who scattered to worship in small 
groups continued to get busted and detained. People interested in becoming Christians were persecuted as 
well. 
A female Christian suffered a miscarriage due to intense police interrogation. 
Appendix: A partial list of persecution cases in 2019 
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1. Municipalities: Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, and Chongqing 2. 
Date: Early March 
Incident: Government meetings cause paranoia 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/03/christians-targeted-as-china-braces-for.html Mode of 
persecution: Criminally detained 
Number of people persecuted: 3 
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 Date: March 23-24 
Incident: Shouwang Church outlawed, students summoned 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/03/police-close-shouwang-church.html Mode of persecution: 
Outlawed 
Number of people persecuted: >2,500 
Date: April 4 
Incident: Shanghai authorities investigated more than 20 Christians 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/04/shanghai-seizes-more-than-20-christians.html Mode of 
persecution: Investigated 
Number of people persecuted: >20 
Date: April 1 
Incident: A Christian meeting place in Beijing raided and shut down, believers detained For details: 
https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/chinese-officials-crack-down-on.html Mode of persecution: Outlawed 
Number of people persecuted: >22 
Date: Mid-September 
Incident: Beijing-based Christians subjected to stability maintenance measures in advance Additional 
information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/09/70.html 
Mode of persecution: Stability maintenance 
Number of people persecuted: >7 
Date: Oct. 22 
Incident: Christian in Beijing beat up by police randomly: frightened and having nowhere to go to seek justice 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/10/blog-post_22.html 
Mode of persecution: Beaten 
Number of people persecuted: 2 
Date: Dec. 1 
Incident: Shanghai’s Maizhong Church closed down 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/12/shanghai-church-raided.html Mode of persecution: Closed 
down and outlawed 
Number of people persecuted: >2,000 
2. Northeast China: Liaoning, Jilin, and Heilongjiang 
Date: May 
Incident: Liaoning government’s classified document leaked: nationwide campaign against foreign-related 
churches has started 
      43 
 Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/06/2019-05-27-tonyxy1992-cc-by-sa-3.html 
3. North China: Inner Mongolia, Hebei, and Shanxi 
Date: April 20 
Incident: Church demolished in Inner Mongolia during Easter week; eight churches in Beijing searched and 
forbidden to celebrate Easter 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/04/chinese-authorities-demolish-nine.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition and search 
Number of people persecuted: >2,000 
Date: May 6 
Incident: Landlords renting to churches threatened with 200,000-yuan fine; Catholic church in Hebei 
demolished for being “too eye-catching” 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/05/20.html 
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Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Date: Aug. 26 
Incident: Catholic orphanage forcibly taken over by Shanxi authorities; over 20 children with disabilities taken 
away 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/09/shanxi-authorities-remove-children-from.html Mode of 
persecution: >20 
Date: Sept. 3 
Incident: Shanxi church facing demolition before National Day 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/09/blog-post_29.html 
Mode of persecution: Taken over by force 
Number of people persecuted: >20 
Date: Nov. 1 
Incident: Catholic church in Hebei forcibly demolished 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/11/authorities-demolish-catholic-church.html Mode of 
persecution: Forced demolition 
4. Northwest China: Xinjiang, Gansu, Qinghai, Shaanxi, and Ningxia 
Date: April 4 
Incident: The only Catholic church in Shaanxi province’s Fengxiang Parish razed to the ground by authorities 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/04/blog-post_15.html 
Mode of persecution: Detained 
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 Date: April 10 
Incident: St. Mary pilgrimage site in Shaanxi province forcibly demolished; 200 believers protesting 600 police 
officers 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/04/200600.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >200 
Date: April 15 
Incident: Jehovah’s Witnesses case in Xinjiang 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/18-indicted-for-being-jehovahs-witnesses.html Mode of 
persecution: Prosecuted 
Number of people persecuted: 18 
5. East China: Shandong, Anhui, Zhejiang, Jiangsu, Fujian, and Jiangxi 
Date: Feb. 19 
Incident: Three-Self Church’s cross demolished 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/02/cross-of-three-self-church-in-jiangsu.html Mode of 
persecution: Forced cross demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >3,000 
Date: March 27 
Incident: Church demolished by authorities in Anhui province’s Funan County 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/04/chinese-authorities-fail-to-compensate.html Mode of 
persecution: Forced demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >400 
Date: Early April 
Incident: Jiangxi church ordered to register with government; church building seized and taken over by 
villagers committee 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/04/jiangxi-officials-crack-down-on.html 
Date: May 18 
Incident: Xunsiding Church pastor persists in legal appeals 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/05/30_20.html 
Mode of persecution: Outlawed 
Date: June 11 
Incident: Xiamen Dianqian Church subject to government’s non-stop persecution 



 

109 
 

For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/xiamens-dianqian-church-continues-to.html Mode of 
persecution: Outlawed 
Date: June 19 
Incident: Massive purge of churches completed by Xiamen authorities before July 1 
       45 
 For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/xiamen-churches-stand-strong-despite.html Mode of 
persecution: Outlawed 
Date: June 26 
Incident: Jiangsu landlords fined 100,000 yuan [$14,302.26 USD]or renting a property to a church 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/chinese-authorities-continue-to.html 
Mode of persecution: Fined 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
Date: June 26 
Incident: Dao’en church outlawed 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/jiangsu-authorities-ban-prominent.html Mode of persecution: 
Outlawed 
Date: June 30 
Incident: Church besieged by officials 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/police-form-human-wall-surrounding.html Mode of 
persecution: Besieged 
Date: July 9 
Incident: Jiangsu church calling on believers to obey the authorities, fine to be imposed on Christians who 
gather to worship 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/church-notifies-congregation-of.html Mode of persecution: 
Ordered to stop gathering 
Number of people persecuted: >2,000 
Date: Aug. 19 
Incident: Xiamen church searched by authorities refusing to show legal papers; pastor vowing to request a 
hearing about government’s outlawing of church 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/08/officials-break-into-fujian-churches.html 
Mode of persecution: Searched 
Date: Oct. 18 
Incident: Anhui church demolished and pastor detained 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/10/megachurch-demolished-pastors-detained.html Mode of 
persecution: Forced demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >3,000 
Date: Mid-November 
Incident: Church in Nanjing forcibly demolished 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/11/nanjing-church-demolished.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >1,000 
Date: Nov. 28 
Incident: Security door of a Xiamen Christian’s private residence demolished by authorities 
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 Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/11/blog-post_73.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
6. South China: Guangdong, Guangxi and Hainan 
Date: Sept. 8 
Incident: Guangfu Church frequently raided 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/09/blog-post_11.html 
Mode of persecution: Raided 
Number of people persecuted: >40 
Date: Oct. 15 
Incident: Chinese authorities suppressing churches 
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Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/10/blog-post_63.html 
Mode of persecution: Shut down 
Date: Nov. 17 
Incident: Guangzhou-based church’s Sunday service called “illegal gathering”; Chengdu-based Early Rain 
Covenant Church facing court trial 
Mode of persecution: Raided, facing trial 
Date: Dec. 3 
Incident: Guangxi-based rights defense lawyer Qin Yongpei arrested and his lawyer denied visits For details: 
https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/12/human-rights-lawyer-arrested.html 
Mode of persecution: Arrested 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
7. Central China: Henan, Hubei, and Hunan 
Date: Jan. 15 
Incident: Henan Christians’ end-of-year dinner party besieged by more than 100 SWAT agents; Guangzhou 
banning church gathering and dispersing attendees 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/01/swat-team-raids-christian-dinner.html 
Mode of persecution: Besieged 
Number of people persecuted: >250 
Date: Feb. 20 
Incident: Christian resistance of cross demolition resulting in four people’s detention in Henan’s Xinxiang 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/03/blog-post_61.html 
Mode of persecution: Criminally detained 
Number of people persecuted: 4 
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 Date: Feb. 24 
Incident: Henan Christians oppose police demolition 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/03/policebeat-those-who-resisted-as.html Mode of persecution: 
Forced cross demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >100 
Date: March 6 
Incident: 90% of Henan churches have suffered cross demolition; church in Zhengzhou shut down 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/03/henan-removed-more-than-4500-crosses.html Mode of 
persecution: Closed down 
Date: April 25 
Incident: Henan court gives deadline for church demolition; Chengdu Christian’s electricity meter removed and 
walls sprayed with red paint 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/authorities-order-demolition-of-henan.html Mode of 
persecution: Forced demolition by a certain date, house altered 
Date: April 28 
Incident: SWAT demolished the cross of Weihui Catholic Church Additional information not available 
Mode of persecution: Forced cross demolition 
Date: Early May 
Incident: A Three-Self Church turned into a hotel 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/henan-church-to-be-converted-to-hotel.html Mode of 
persecution: Church building converted 
Date: May 16 
Incident: Church in Henan demolished for refusing government takeover 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/06/blog-post_7.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Date: July 12 
Incident: Authorities carry out a demolition and call an injury suffered by a Christian during the process a 
suicide attempt 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/07/blog-post_17.html 
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Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Date: July 26 
Incident: Christians resist church being demolished and more than 20 people incriminated on falsified charges. 
      48 
 Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/07/blog-post_17.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Date: Aug. 8 
Incident: Henan-based rights activist Li Yufeng arrested four months after release from her last prison term 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/08/human-rights-activist-li-yufeng-re.html 
Mode of persecution: Arrested 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
Date: September 
Incident: Pastor faces minimum 10-year sentence on a fraud charge given for her work as an evangelist 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/christians-imprisoned-for-collecting.html Mode of persecution: 
Arrested 
Number of people: 3 
Date: Early October 
Incident: Henan pastor resists cross demolition; authorities list three religious regulation violations 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/10/blog-post_32.html 
Mode of persecution: Prosecuted 
Date: Early November 
Incident: Henan authorities confiscate church property 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/11/blog-post_23.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced demolition 
Number of people persecuted: >300 
8. Southwest China: Sichuan, Yunnan, and Guizhou 
Date: Jan. 7 
Incident: Gospel Class students detained 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/01/more-than-30-early-rain-covenant-church.html Mode of 
persecution: Deatained 
Number of people persecuted: >30 
Date: Jan. 10 
Incident: Fountain of Live Church harassed 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/01/church-declared-illegal-elder-fears-it.html Mode of 
persecution: Harassed and raided 
Number of people persecuted: 15 
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 Date: Jan. 9-10 
Incident: Charged for mailing Bibles 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/01/blog-post_22.html 
Mode of persecution: Criminally detained 
Number of people persecuted: 3 
Date: Jan. 17 
Incident: Police coerce church members to incriminate pastor 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/01/police-threatened-christians-in.html Mode of persecution: 
Intimidation techniques 
Number of people persecuted >3 
Date: Jan. 25 
Incident: Christian family’s assets frozen 
Additional information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/01/blog-post_55.html 
Date: Late January 
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Incident: Early Rain Covenant Church members evicted and fired, Wang Yi’s wife tortured Additional 
information unavailable in English. For more information in Chinese, please visit: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/02/blog-post_11.html 
Mode of persecution: Forced to relocate, fired, and tortured 
Number of people persecuted: >2 
Date: Feb. 15 
Incident: Family of church members taken into custody 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/02/i-will-kill-you-sooner-or-later.html Mode of persecution: Taken 
into police custody 
Number of people persecuted: 4 
Date: Feb. 22 
Incident: Elder’s family arrested, family evicted 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/02/xu-miaozhuang-wife-of-imprisoned-early.html Mode of 
persecution: Administratively detained, family evicted 
Number of people persecuted: 5 
Date: Feb. 23 
Incident: Pastor’s mother verbally abused and beaten, more than 40 church members taken by police 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/02/officer-beats-elderly-mother-of.html 
Mode of persecution: Outlawed 
Number of people persecuted: >41 
Date: Early April 
Incident: Store owner’s shop shut down for providing lodging to Christians 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/04/non-christian-seized-by-police-for.html 
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 Mode of persecution: Store shut down 
Date: April 21 
Incident: Seven Christians detained and interrogated 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/04/early-rain-covenant-church-elder.html Mode of persecution: 
Detained and interrogated 
Number of people persecuted: 7 
Date: May 
Incident: Village church raided 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/15-churches-harassed-across-china.html Mode of persecution: 
Cross demolished and church raided 
Number of people persecuted: >200 
Date: June 30 
Incident: Guizhou church pnealized 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/rural-guizhou-church-raided.html Mode of persecution: Assets 
searched and confiscated 
Date: Early July 
Incident: Religious affairs bureau director says it is illegal to teach children hymns at home For details: 
https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/bureau-chief-forbids-children-from.html Mode of persecution: 
Administratively punished 
Date: July 25 
Incident: Appeal court upholds John Cao sentence 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/07/the-court-sustains-previous-sentence-of.html Number of 
people persecuted: 1 
Date: Aug. 4 
Incident: Police crack down on churches 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/08/huoshi-church-raided-again.html Mode of persecution: Raided 
Date: Aug. 11 
Incident: Yunnan authorities force Christians to sign a statement promising never to attend church 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please click here: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/08/blog-post_12.html 
Mode of persecution: Admonished 
Number of people persecuted: >100 
Date: Sept. 6 
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Incident: Christian evicted three times 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please click here: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/09/blog-post_9.html 
        51 
 Mode of persecution: Forced to relocate 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
Date: Nov. 25 
Incident: Early Rain Covenant Church member’s adopted children taken away 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/12/as-christmas-approaches-early-rain.html Mode of persecution: 
Children taken away 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
Date: Nov. 29 
Incident: Elder Qin Defu receives four-year sentence 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/11/church-elder-receives-four-year-sentence.html Mode of 
persecution: Sentenced 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
Date: Dec. 17 
Incident: Yunnan police forbid Christmas celebrations among businesses 
Additional information unavailable in English. For information in Chinese, please click here: 
https://www.chinaaid.net/2019/12/blog-post_0.html 
Mode of persecution: Christmas celebrations prohibited 
Date: Dec. 30 
Incident: Wang Yi sentenced to nine years in prison 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/12/wang-yi-receives-nine-year-sentence.html Mode of 
persecution: Sentenced 
Number of people persecuted: 1 
9. Miscellaneous persecution cases across mainland China 
Date: Mid-late April 
Incident: Church and cross demolitions 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/authorities-demolish-cross-of.html Mode of persecution: 
Forced cross demolitions 
Date: May 12 
Incident: Churches raided during Sunday services 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/15-churches-harassed-across-china.html Mode of persecution: 
Raided 
Number of people persecuted: 2,400 
Date: May 26 
Incident: Authorities outlaw churches 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/hunan-officials-forbid-church-from.html Mode of persecution: 
Outlawed 
Date: Early March: 
Incident: Pastor forced to travel, pastor’s son searched for 
       52 
 For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/03/officials-escort-guizhou-pastor-on.html Mode of persecution: 
Forced to travel and searched for 
Number of people persecuted: 2 
Date: Mid-June 
Incident: Fujian and Shanxi churches raided, detained church members not released despite posting bail 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/chinese-officials-continue-sunday-raids.html Mode of 
persecution: Raided and surveilled 
Number of people persecuted: 2 
Date: Late June 
Incident: Church outlawed and Christians investigated 
For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/xiamens-dianqian-church-continues-to.html Mode of 
persecution: Outlawed and searched 
Date: Early November 
Incident: Identified and summoned Christians who purchased books online from Wheat Bookstore 



 

114 
 

For details: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/11/china-investigates-christian-book-buyers.html Mode of 
persecution: Searched and summoned 
    END 
Further distribution and posting welcome. 
If quoting from this report, please provide attribution to ChinaAid. 

 

China Aid, House church closed by 300 officials, 11 Christians injured, 13 February 2020 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/02/house-church-closed-by-300-officials-11.html 
 
On December 1, 2019, hundreds of government and public security personnel were dispatched to close a 
house church in Lanxi and disperse the 30 Christians who were gathering. During the incident, 11 church 
members were seriously injured and the church assets confiscated. 
 
On the morning of the incident, Lanxi officials sent more than 300 government personnel, led by uniformed 
public security officers, to surround a local house church where 30 Christians were gathering. Law 
enforcement officers forced their way into the private house to clear the scene. 
 
If any church attendees resisted or took photos, the authorities would hit or kick them. Of the 11 injured 
Christians, some sustained fractures while others had their hair pulled out of their heads or were put in 
headlocks. Finally, church members who resisted the authorities were arrested and released after 
intimidation. All of the church assets used for services were also removed. 
 
According to local Christians, government officials did not produce any law enforcement documents and 
switched off their law enforcement recorders. Instead, they only made the announcement, claiming at the 
scene that the Christians had violated the new religious regulations and that they were banning the relevant 
meeting places. 
 
This was a rare incident in which the police used heavy violence in order to close a house church. However, 
Zhejiang Province, which also launched China's cross cleansing campaign five years ago, has been at the 
forefront of the country in the crackdown on underground house churches. 
 
In October 2018, city officials of the United Front Department declared to the leaders of a banned house 
church that Lanxi was the early pilot area for the rectification of house churches in Zhejiang Province. To 
correct the house churches, they "must be registered or banned." Once the trial is complete, the model will be 
promoted in the whole province. 
 
This is all in accordance with China’s religious law, The New Regulations on Religious Affairs, which came into 
effect in 2018. According to the new law, "without the examination and approval of the Religious Affairs 
Department of the People's Government, or without registration with the Civil Affairs Department of the 
People's Government, no activities may be carried out in the name of religious organizations." 
 
ChinaAid exposes abuses in order to stand in solidarity with the persecuted and promote religious freedom, 
human rights, and rule of law. If you wish to partner with us in helping those persecuted by the Chinese 
government, please click the button below to make a charitable donation. 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, New administrative rules on religion come into force amid 
ongoing restrictions, 3 February 2020 

https://www.csw.org.uk/2020/02/03/press/4545/article.htm 
 
On 1 February new administrative regulations came into effect in China, which set out measures on the 
structure and function of religious organisations, as well as supervision and administration by the authorities. 
 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/02/house-church-closed-by-300-officials-11.html
https://www.csw.org.uk/2020/02/03/press/4545/article.htm
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According to a translation by Bitter Winter, Article 5 states that “Religious organizations must support the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China” and “adhere to the direction of Sinicization of religions.” The 
measures reinforce the stipulation that religious organisations must be approved by the authorities in order to 
carry out religious activities.  
 
The regulations state that religious organisations are required to report for review and approval by the 
authorities on a wide range of activities and affairs, including personnel changes within the organisation, 
important meetings, activities, trainings and international communications, overseas donations over 100,000 
yuan, large financial expenditures, and major construction projects. Organisations are also required to ensure 
their staff learn about “the major decisions of the Communist Party of China, national policies and regulations, 
the glorious traditional Chinese culture, and knowledge about religion” (Article 32). 
 
The introduction of these new regulations occurs against a backdrop of widespread violations of freedom of 
religion or belief in China in recent years. Towards the end of 2019, religious communities, activists and 
lawyers were targeted with a range of violations, including arbitrary detention, harassment and restriction on 
religious activities. China has also come under international scrutiny over a growing body of evidence of mass 
arbitrary detentions in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, where it is estimated that between one and three 
million predominantly Muslim Uyghurs and members of other ethnic minorities have been detained without 
charge in ‘political re-education’ camps. 
 
The widely-reported coronavirus outbreak is another obstacle to Christians meeting together. Public events 
have been cancelled across the country. In many areas, church services have also been cancelled, and much of 
the country is under travel restrictions. Christians have been encouraging one another to pray for all those 
affected, and for peace in the time to come. 
 
CSW’s Chief Executive Mervyn Thomas said: “These new administrative regulations come at a time when 
members of religious groups across China have faced mounting violations of their right to freedom of religion 
or belief in recent years, including arbitrary detention, forced closure of churches, harassment and 
intimidation of religious adherents, and even torture. We call on China to ensure that the right to freedom of 
religion or belief, as articulated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is fully respected, and we urge 
the international community to take every opportunity to raise these and other human rights concerns with 
China in bilateral and multilateral engagements.” 

 

Amnesty International: Human Right in Asia-Pacific; Review of 2019 - China, 30 January 
2020 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/ 
 
CHINA 2019 
The human rights situation continued to be marked by a systematic crackdown on dissent.  The justice system 
remained plagued by unfair trials and torture and other ill-treatment in detention. China still classified 
information on its extensive use of the death penalty as a state secret. 
 
Repression conducted under the guise of “anti-separatism” or “counter-terrorism” remained particularly 
severe in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (Xinjiang) and Tibetan-populated areas (Tibet). Authorities 
subjected Uighurs, Kazakhs and other predominantly Muslim ethnic groups in Xinjiang to intrusive surveillance, 
arbitrary detention and forced indoctrination. 
 
LGBTI people faced widespread discrimination and stigma in society. Due to inadequate medical services, they 
took serious risks by seeking unregulated and improper gender-affirming treatments. LGBTI people also faced 
abuses in the form of "conversion therapy”. 
 
The government continued to intimidate, harass, and prosecute human rights defenders and independent 
NGOs, including raids on their homes and offices. Human rights defenders’ family members were subjected to 
police surveillance, harassment, detention and restrictions on their freedom of movement. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/asia-and-the-pacific/china/report-china/
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Amid huge setbacks for human rights, China made some progress in its environmental protection efforts, both 
by closing and upgrading polluting factories and passing new restrictions to tackle emissions. According to data 
prepared by Greenpeace Southeast Asia and IQAir AirVisual, Beijing was no longer among the top 100 most 
polluted cities in the world. 
 
Justice system 
In February, President Xi Jinping emphasized that the legal system should be under the Chinese Communist 
Party's absolute leadership. Law enforcement and the judicial system remained largely under the control of 
the party. China legalized arbitrary and secret detention, such as “residential surveillance in a designated 
location” and an extra-judicial system of detention (liuzhi).  These procedures allowed for prolonged 
incommunicado detention and increased the risk of torture and other ill-treatment and forced “confessions”. 
The UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances sought information on 20 new cases of 
enforced disappearances in China from February to May alone. A new regulation, implemented since February, 
increased the powers of law enforcement and security agencies by exempting police officers from legal 
responsibility for any damage they might cause to the property or interests of individuals or organizations 
while carrying out their duties. 
 
Freedom of expression – the internet 
The government strengthened its restrictions to the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful 
assembly.  The authorities rigorously censored all media, from print media to online games.  With the 
assistance of private technology and internet companies, officials mastered the use of facial recognition, real-
name registration systems and big data to keep people under indiscriminate mass surveillance and control. In 
July, a draft regulation on China's social credit system proposed punishing citizens for disseminating 
information that "violates social morality" or causes "adverse social impacts". In January, Chinese users 
reported that they had been threatened, detained or warned for being active on Twitter – a social media 
platform officially banned in the country. China also extended its control of cyberspace beyond its “Great 
Firewall” by launching powerful malware and denial of service attacks against overseas servers, websites and 
messaging apps deemed problematic. 
 
Freedom of religion and belief 
Beijing continued to tighten its grip on Christians and Muslims as China pushed ahead with the “sinicization of 
religion”, which Premier Li Keqiang reiterated at the National People's Congress in March. Many Buddhist and 
Taoist temples and statues, along with mosques and churches, were damaged or destroyed on the direction of 
the government. The authorities jailed religious leaders who were not recognized by the party for 
“endangering state security”. On 30 December 2019, pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church was 
sentenced to nine years for “illegal business operation” and “inciting subversion of state power”. 
 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
Reports about the detention of Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other predominantly Muslim ethnic groups continued in 
Xinjiang despite the government’s claim that it may eventually phase out purported “vocational training 
centres”, also known as “transformation-through-education” centres.  From early 2017, after the Xinjiang 
government had enacted a regulation enforcing so-called “de-extremification”, an estimated up to one million 
Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other ethnic minority people were sent to these internment camps.[1] Many religious 
figures, intellectuals and academics were detained in Xinjiang merely for exercising their rights to freedom of 
religion and expression. This includes Ilham Tohti, a Uyghur economist, writer and professor who was 
sentenced to life in prison in 2014 and Tashpolat Teyip, former president of Xinjiang University who was 
sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve in 2017, both on charges of “separatism”.[2] 
 
In March the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights stated that her office sought to engage the Chinese 
government “for full access to carry out an independent assessment of the continuing reports pointing to wide 
patterns of enforced disappearances and arbitrary detentions, particularly in Xinjiang”.[3] 
 
In July, 25 countries issued a joint statement on Xinjiang at the UN Human Rights Council.[4]   In September, 
Amnesty International, together with four other human rights organizations published a joint letter to the UN 
Secretary General, urging the UN to step up pressure on China to end the mass detentions in Xinjiang.[5] 
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In November, the New York Times and the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists disclosed two 
sets of leaked documents from unidentified Chinese officials detailing the crackdown in Xinjiang and the 
framework for facilities where hundreds of thousands of predominantly Muslim ethnic groups are being 
subjected to brainwashing and other ill-treatment. The descriptions in these documents matched the 
testimonies Amnesty International received from former detainees and overseas relatives of those sent to the 
camps or who went missing in Xinjiang. The documents also further disproved the Chinese government’s 
claims that these facilities were merely “vocational training facilities”. 
 
Rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex people (LGBTI) 
LGBTI people continued to face discrimination at home, at work, in schools and in public.  The authorities 
accepted and claimed to have implemented all recommendations on sexual orientation, gender identity and 
gender expression at the end of the country’s review process in the third cycle of the UN Universal Periodic 
Review in 2018. Two recommendations requested prohibition against discrimination in legislation, but there is 
no law that explicitly protects LGBTI people from discrimination. 
 
Following last year’s alleged attempt to remove content related to gay issues, Weibo, one of the biggest social 
media platforms, took down content on lesbian topics in April. Activists feared that online censorship of LGBTI-
related content would intensify. 
 
After an online campaign for legal recognition of same-sex marriage, Yue Zhongming, the spokesperson for the 
National People’s Congress Legislative Affairs Commission, publicly acknowledged public opinion supporting 
the recognition of same-sex marriage in the Civil Code. Same-sex couples in China were denied equal 
partnership rights because of their sexual orientation. 
 
Transgender people were classed as having a “mental illness”, and gender-affirming surgeries required the 
consent of families. Other criteria to qualify for such surgeries - such as being unmarried or having a clean 
criminal record - created further barriers to accessing this treatment. Prevalent discrimination and stigma, 
restrictive eligibility requirements, and a lack of information resulted in transgender people seeking 
unregulated and unsafe gender-affirming treatments.[6] 
 
Transgender people told Amnesty International that they did not receive any advice or guidance on gender-
affirming treatments from their doctors when they first started taking hormones.  Instead, they learned about 
treatment options from friends and by searching the internet for information. 
 
Transgender people who had an urgent need to align their body with their gender identity told Amnesty 
International that due to the lack of accessible and credible health-related information, they had had little 
choice but to resort to the unsafe and risky black market to obtain hormone medication. Some even 
attempted to perform surgeries on themselves as they believed that accessing gender-affirming treatments at 
a hospital was not possible. 
 
Amnesty International also received reports of LGBTI individuals being forced by their families to undergo 
“conversion therapies” that claim to change their sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, in 
the belief that being LGBTI is a mental disorder requiring treatment. Despite a landmark judgment in 2014 
which declared that homosexuality was not a disease and required no treatment, the government did not take 
any action to ban conversion therapy. 
 
Human Rights Defenders 
The space for human rights defenders (HRDs) to freely carry out their work continued to shrink. The 
authorities systematically subjected HRDs to surveillance, harassment, intimidation, detention and 
imprisonment. Many activists and HRDs continued to be prosecuted on vague and overly broad charges such 
as “subverting state power”, “inciting subversion of state power" and "picking quarrels and provoking trouble". 
Many were held in "residential surveillance in a designated location" on suspicion of involvement in state 
security crimes. This form of detention allowed the police to detain individuals suspected of such crimes for up 
to six months in an unknown location outside the formal detention system, with suspects denied access to 
legal counsel and families.  
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The authorities sustained a crackdown on dissent and independent voices. Prominent human rights lawyer 
Gao Zhisheng, who launched a memoir detailing his experience of enforced disappearance, torture and other 
ill-treatment, and illegal house arrest, was again forcibly disappeared in August 2017.  His whereabouts are 
unknown. In February Beijing human rights lawyer Yu Wensheng was indicted on charges of “inciting 
subversion of state power” and “obstructing the duties of public officers” after he had circulated an open 
letter calling for five reforms to China’s constitution. Chen Jianfang, a grassroots civil and political rights 
advocate, was formally arrested for “inciting subversion of state power” in June 2019.[7] Activist Chen Bing 
was sentenced to three and a half years’ imprisonment on 4 April after he and three others were convicted of 
“picking quarrels and provoking trouble” for commemorating the 27th anniversary of the Tiananmen 
crackdown in 2016. 
 
Authorities retaliated against citizen journalists and NGO workers reporting on human rights violations.  Early 
in the year they detained Wei Zhili, Ke Changbing and Yang Zhengjun, editors of a China labour rights website 
in Guangzhou.[8] Huang Qi, the co-founder of 64tianwang.com, a website that reports on and documents 
protests in China, was sentenced to 12 years in prison for “leaking state secrets” and “providing state secrets 
to foreign entities”. Liu Feiyue, the founder of human rights website Civil Rights and Livelihood Watch, was 
detained in late 2016 and sentenced to five years in prison for “inciting subversion of state power” on 29 
January. Anti-discrimination NGO workers Cheng Yuan, Liu Yongze, and Wu Gejianxiong  were held in 
incommunicado detention since 22 July on suspicion of “subversion of state power”.[9] For the first time, 
authorities publicly criticized a foreign NGO, Asia Catalyst, for breaching the Foreign NGO Management Law. 
 
Family members of human rights defenders were also subject to police surveillance, harassment and 
restrictions on their freedom of movement. Li Wenzu, the wife of imprisoned human rights lawyer Wang 
Quanzhang, said that, for a long time, she had difficulty finding a place to live because police threatened 
landlords not to sign leases with her. Their six-year-old son Quanquan could not go to school, as police 
threatened the school’s administrators.[10] 
 
[1] Amnesty International, UN Act to End China’s Mass Detentions in Xinjiang, (Press release, 4 February 2019). 
 
[2] Amnesty International, China: Uyghur academic faces execution in China: Tashpolat Teyip (ASA 
17/1006/2019) 
 
[3] Amnesty International, China Joint Statement Calling for Xinjiang Resolution at the United Nations Human 
Rights Council, (Joint statement, 4 February 2019) 
 
[4] Amnesty International, Amnesty International welcomes statement at Human Rights Council addressing 
China’s appalling violations in Xinjiang (IOR 40/0711/2019) 
 
[5] Amnesty International, Open letter to UN Secretary General Re: China’s Human Rights Violations in Xinjiang 
(Joint statement, 17 September 2019) 
 
[6] Amnesty International, China: “I need my parents’ consent to be myself” – Barriers to Gender-affirming 
Treatments for Transgender People in China, (ASA 17/0269/2019) 
 
[7] Amnesty International, China: Grassroots women activist held incommunicado: Chen Jianfang (ASA 
17/0778/2019) 
 
[8] Amnesty International, China: Further Information: Labour activists held in secret detention: Wei Zhili and 
Ke Chengbing (ASA 17/0790/2019) 
 
[9] Amnesty International, China: NGO workers detained for ‘subversion’ (ASA 17/0927/2019) 
 
[10] Amnesty International, 1413 Days and Counting: Li Wenzu’s fight for her husband’s freedom (Blog, 12 July 
2019) 
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China Aid, China to roll out new religious regulations, 30 January 2020 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/china-to-roll-out-new-religious.html 
 
The Chinese government will roll out new regulations on religion Saturday. 
 
These regulations, consisting of six chapters and 41 articles, will require religious leaders and organizations to 
display complete devotion to the Chinese Communist Party. Article 5 reads, “Religious organizations must 
spread the principles and policies of the Chinese Communist Party, as well as national laws, regulations, rules 
to religious personnel and religious citizens, educating religious personnel and religious citizens to support the 
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, supporting the socialist system, adhering to and following the 
path of socialism with Chinese characteristics….” 
 
Chinese President Xi Jinping introduced the idea of inserting so-called “Chinese characteristics” into religion. 
For decades, China’s government has controlled religious groups through its system of monitored, official 
religious organizations. 
 
However, Xi’s approach became a significant turning point. Authorities launched a five-year plan for reworking 
religion so that the Communist Party sits at its dictatorial head. Under this, officials throughout China have 
asked churches to fly the national flag while destroying religious imagery, such as crosses, or church buildings. 
In churches run by the state, Christians are commanded to sing patriotic songs and listen to pro-Communist 
Party sermons. 
 
Churches or Christians deemed not in compliance with any of the official’s requests can be subjected to a 
variety of measures, including closure or arrest. 
 
The new rules will extend the Chinese leadership’s leash to carry out acts against Christians. Article 5 of the 
new regulations states, “religious organizations must adhere to the leadership of the Chinese Communist 
Party, observe the constitution, laws, regulations, ordinances and policies, adhere to the principle of 
independence and self-government, adhere to the directives on religions in China, implementing the values of 
socialism.…” 
 
Any religious person or institution deemed in violation of any of these aspects will face legal consequences. 
Often, China will use religious practices typical to the faith, including collecting offerings, to charge someone 
with a crime. Since the Chinese Constitution guarantees religious freedom for all in Article 36, they are 
violating the very law by which they encourage Christians to abide. 
 
“The new rules codify the Chinese Communist Party’s ideological and leadership supremacy over all religious 
affairs in China,” said ChinaAid President and Founder Dr. Bob Fu. “From now on, the Chinese Communist 
Party will become the head of the churches, temples, mosques, and other religious institutions. They will 
dominate every sphere of religion, from religious doctrines, leadership selection, financial management, and 
foreign exchanges. There will be little autonomy and independence left for any religious organizations in 
China. No independent religious institutions, such as house churches, will be legally allowed or tolerated or 
allowed to exist unless they join the state-run church organizations.” 
 
ChinaAid exposes abuses in order to stand in solidarity with the persecuted and promote religious freedom, 
human rights, and rule of law. If you wish to partner with us in helping those persecuted by the Chinese 
government, please click the button below to make a charitable donation. 

 

China Aid, Three-Self Church is shut down again, 14 January 2020 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/three-self-church-is-shut-down-again.html 
(Xining, Qinghai—Jan. 14, 2020) Just after noon on Christmas Day, the power to Donghu Church was cut off 
during the service. All members of the delegation had to leave in the darkness. 
 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/china-to-roll-out-new-religious.html
https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/three-self-church-is-shut-down-again.html
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According to church representatives, Ms. Anna and Ms. Wang Ruiqin, the fire department found an excuse to 
seal the church door in early December. 
 
Nevertheless, on Dec. 15 and Dec. 22, more than two hundred followers in the Donghu Church have been 
worshiping by entering through the window of the building. 
 
Donghu Church has now received a formal notice requesting immediate closure and will be demolished on 
January 2, 2020. 
 
The church was approved by authorities in 2003 and has since become a Three-Self Church by meeting the 
official requirements. It is the oldest and largest church in the Western District with more than 300 members. 
 
This is not the first time that the Xining municipal government has tried to close the Donghu Church. In Dec. 
2017, the fire department had closed the church using the excuse of a "hidden danger.” The authorities later 
suspended the order. 
 
After this event, the church purchased a new building in the Haihu New District of the Western District in full in 
early 2018. 
 
However, in April 2018, when the church applied for relocation, it was denied by the Xining Religious Bureau 
citing the address was inappropriate. The Bureau rejected and obstructed the renovation. So far, the church 
has been vacant for more than two years, incurring high property costs with each year. 
 
Since the Xining Municipal Government did not approve the church's new building, the authorities insisted on 
selling and repurchasing it. 
 
Forced to relocate again, the members began to meet at the Donghu Hotel. It is not authorized to meet in a 
hotel because the meeting will be considered illegal by authorities. Thus, paving the way for the ban. 
 
The experience of the Donghu Church is a testament to the Chinese government shamelessly exhausting all 
efforts to shut down churches and persecute Christians. The Three-Self Churches are not exempt from the 
crackdown despite having government approval. 
 
ChinaAid exposes abuses in order to stand in solidarity with the persecuted and promote religious freedom, 
human rights, and rule of law. If you wish to partner with us in helping those persecuted by the Chinese 
government, please click the button below to make a charitable donation. 
 

Human Rights Watch: World Report 2020 - China, 14 January 2020 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/china-and-tibet 
 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 2019 marked the 70th anniversary of its rule by deepening repression. 
Under President Xi Jinping’s leadership, the one-party Chinese government tightened its grip over sectors of 
society it found threatening, such as the internet, activists, and nongovernmental organizations. It 
strengthened ideological control, particularly in higher education, among religious and ethnic minorities, and 
within the bureaucracy. It devoted massive resources to new technologies for social control, adding artificial 
intelligence, biometrics, and big data to its arsenal to monitor and shape the minds and behaviors of 1.4 billion 
people. Government censorship now extends far beyond its borders; its mix of typically financial incentives 
and intimidation are manipulating discourse about China around the world.  
 
Thirteen million Uyghur and other Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang are suffering particularly harsh repression. The 
government’s “Strike Hard Campaign against Violent Extremism” has entailed mass arbitrary detention, 
surveillance, indoctrination, and the destruction of the region’s cultural and religious heritage. Credible 
estimates indicate that about 1 million Turkic Muslims are being indefinitely held in “political education” 
camps, where they are forced to disavow their identity and become loyal government subjects. Others have 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/china-and-tibet
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been prosecuted and sent to prison, and some have received lengthy and even death sentences for crimes that 
violate fundamental rights, “splitism” or “subversion.” 
 
In a year in which the CCP was especially keen to maintain a veneer of stability, Hong Kong, a special 
administrative region of China that enjoys limited—but eroding—freedoms, exploded into open defiance. 
Beginning in June, at least 2 million people in a city of 7 million filled the streets to demand greater freedoms. 
 
The protests, sparked by the Hong Kong government’s introduction of legal amendments that would have 
allowed extraditions to China, have evolved into a city-wide resistance movement against CCP rule. 
 
A number of governments and international institutions issued public condemnations of China’s most 
egregious human rights violations, but few took concrete actions, such as imposing sanctions or export 
controls.   
 
 
May 1, 2019 Video 
China's Mass Surveillance Phone App 
“Our research shows, for the first time, that Xinjiang police are using illegally gathered information about 
people’s completely lawful behavior – and using it against them.” 
Xinjiang 
The extraordinarily repressive Strike Hard Campaign, launched in 2014, continued unabated against the Turkic 
Muslim population. To counter mounting international concern about the crackdown, Chinese authorities 
organized multiple, highly controlled trips for selected journalists and diplomats—including from the United 
Nations—to Xinjiang. In March, Xinjiang authorities announced that they had arrested nearly 13,000 
“terrorists” in the region since 2014, and on July 30, publicly stated that “most” held in Xinjiang’s “political 
education” camps had “returned to society”; neither claim was substantiated with credible evidence. 
 
Several media reports in 2019 revealed that some people who had been “released” were assigned to factories 
against their will, where they were given wages far below the legal minimum and prohibited from leaving. 
 
Xinjiang authorities also continued to remove children whose parents were detained or in exile and hold them 
in state-run “child welfare” institutions and boarding schools without parental consent or access. 
 
The Chinese government continues to deny independent observers—including UN human rights experts—
unfettered access to the region, which makes verifying information, particularly concerning detainees, very 
difficult. 
 
Authorities’ use of technologies for mass surveillance and social control has been unprecedented, especially in 
a region where people cannot challenge such intrusions. The Integrated Joint Operations Platform, a computer 
program central to Xinjiang’s mass surveillance systems, keeps tabs on many facets of people’s lives, including 
their movements and electricity use, and alerts authorities when it detects irregularities. Even tourists to the 
region—including non-Chinese citizens—are required to download a phone app that secretly monitors them. 
 
International scrutiny of foreign academics and companies operating in the region has increased. One 
company, the US-based Thermo Fisher Scientific, which supplied DNA sequencers to Xinjiang police when 
authorities were indiscriminately collecting DNA from residents, announced in February that it would “cease 
all sales and servicing of our human identification technology” in Xinjiang. 
 
Hong Kong 
On January 23, the Hong Kong government introduced a bill that would criminalize “insults” to the Chinese 
national anthem. On February 12, the Hong Kong Security Bureau proposed changes to two laws that would 
enable criminal suspects in the city to be extradited to the Chinese authorities—which have a track record of 
torturing suspects and subjecting them to unfair trials—while removing public oversight over the process. 
 
In April, a Hong Kong district court convicted nine leaders of the 2014 nonviolent pro-democracy “Umbrella 
Movement” on public nuisance charges. Legal scholar Benny Tai and retired professor Chan Kin-man were 
each handed 16-month prison terms. 



 

122 
 

 
On June 9, anger over the proposed extradition amendments and deteriorating freedoms prompted 1 million 
people to protest, according to organizers. On June 12, tens of thousands gathered around Hong Kong’s 
legislature, the Legislative Council (LegCo), to press the government to drop the amendments. In response, 
Hong Kong police moved to disperse the protesters, firing teargas, beanbag rounds, and rubber bullets. Hong 
Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam condemned the protest, calling it “a riot.” Although Lam later suspended the 
amendments, her long refusal to formally withdraw them or condemn police brutality, and her designation of 
the June 12 protest as “riot” led to a record-breaking march with an estimated 2 million demonstrators on 
June 16. On July 1, some broke into LegCo, painting slogans on some chamber walls. Protests spread across the 
city, and continued at time of writing. 
 
Although most protesters acted peacefully, Hong Kong police dispersed them with excessive force, including 
by beating those subdued on the ground. Suspected gang, or “triad,” members also repeatedly attacked 
protesters and pro-democracy lawmakers, leading to public accusations that police responded inadequately to 
violence against protesters. Some protesters used violence, throwing Molotov cocktails at police, setting 
roadblocks on fire; and in a number of cases attacked people they accused of being pro-Beijing infiltrators, 
including setting one person on fire.  
 
Police increasingly restricted freedom of assembly by denying applications for protests. 
 
On September 4, Lam formally withdrew the amendments, and on September 26 she staged a “dialogue” with 
some members of the public.  But the unrest continued as the government would not meet most of the 
protesters’ central demands, including implementing genuine universal suffrage—a right promised in Hong 
Kong’s functional constitution—and launching an independent investigation into police abuses. 
 
Tibet 
Authorities in Tibetan areas continue to severely restrict religious freedom, speech, movement, and assembly, 
and fail to redress popular concerns about mining and land grabs by local officials, which often involve 
intimidation and unlawful use of force by security forces. In 2019, officials further intensified surveillance of 
online and phone communication. 
 
Authorities in Tibetan areas have also stepped up use of a nationwide anti-crime campaign to encourage 
people to denounce members of their communities on the slightest suspicion of sympathy for the exiled Dalai 
Lama or opposition to the government. Two cases publicized by the Qinghai authorities in 2019, involving local 
opposition to land acquisition by the government, demonstrate that Tibetans are being prosecuted under the 
campaign for defense of their economic and cultural rights. 
 
From May to July 2019, the authorities expelled thousands of Buddhist monks and nuns from the Yachen Gar 
monastery in Sichuan, and their dwellings demolished, according to Xi. Those without residence status in 
Sichuan were deported to their home provinces, where they were reportedly detained for reeducation. 
Meanwhile, Tibetan Autonomous Region leaders called for an intensification of “Sinicization” policies to 
“strengthen the management of monasteries,” subjecting monastic populations to “legal” exams to test their 
competence in political reeducation, and requiring senior religious figures to endorse state policies on the 
selection of the next Dalai Lama. 
 
In the Ngawa Tibetan region of Sichuan, two more young men set themselves on fire in protest against the 
Chinese government, in November and December 2018. Since March 2009, 155 Tibetans have self-immolated. 
 
Human Rights Defenders 
In July, dissident Ji Sizun, 69, died in state custody. Two months after being released from prison, Ji succumbed 
to unknown illnesses, guarded by police in a hospital in Fujian province. He had reportedly been ill-treated 
while serving a four-and-a-half-year sentence on fabricated charges of “gathering a crowd to disrupt public 
order” and “picking quarrels.” Consistent with a number of other cases in recent years of prominent human 
rights defenders dying in or soon after release from detention, authorities have not held anyone accountable 
for wrongdoing. 
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Courts handed down lengthy prison terms to prominent human rights activists after sham proceedings.  In 
January, a court in Tianjin sentenced human rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang to four-and-a-half years in prison 
for “subversion.” In the same month, a court in Hubei province sentenced Liu Feiyue, a veteran activist and 
founder of the human rights news website Minsheng Guancha, to five years in prison for “inciting subversion.” 
 
In April, a Sichuan court sentenced activist Chen Bing to three-and-a-half years for commemorating the 1989 
Tiananmen Massacre. In July, a court in Sichuan province handed down a 12-year sentence to Huang Qi, a 
prominent activist and founder of human rights website 64 Tianwang, on “leaking state secrets” charges. 
Huang, detained since November 2016, suffers from several serious health conditions for which he has not 
been given adequate treatment. 
 
More human rights defenders were detained in 2019. As part of an ongoing nationwide crackdown on labor 
activism that began in July 2018, Shenzhou police in January and March detained Yang Zhengjun, Ke 
Chengbing, and Wei Zhili, editors of the workers’ rights news website New Generation, accusing them of 
“picking quarrels.” In June, Guangdong police detained labor activist Ling Haobo on unknown charges. In 
August, Hunan authorities detained Cheng Yuan, Liu Dazhi, and Wu Gejianxiong, staff members of the anti-
discrimination group Changsha Funeng, on “subversion” charges. 
 
Police across the country detained activists and citizens who showed support for the pro-democracy protests 
in Hong Kong. In June, Beijing police detained activist Quan Shixin for “picking quarrels.” In September, 
Guangzhou authorities detained Lai Rifu after he shared a protest song on social media.  In October 
Guangzhou authorities detained Sophia Huang Xueqin, a journalist who has written extensively about China’s 
#MeToo movement and about the protests in Hong Kong.  
 
Aside from detentions and enforced disappearances, authorities continue to subject human rights activists and 
lawyers and their families to house arrest, harassment, surveillance, and travel bans. In April, Beijing 
authorities blocked lawyer Chen Jiangang from leaving China to take part in a fellowship program in the United 
States. Sichuan police harassed the octogenarian mother of imprisoned activist Huang Qi, in an apparent 
attempt to prevent her from speaking out. Police forcibly disappeared her mother by placing her under 
incommunicado house arrest for days, and sending government agents to live in her home. Beijing authorities 
pressured schools in the city to expel or deny admission to the 6-year-old son of imprisoned lawyer Wang 
Quanzhang. 
 
Freedom of Expression 
Authorities continued a national crackdown on users of Twitter—already blocked in China—that started in 
November 2018. Authorities detained or summoned hundreds of Twitter users, forcing them to delete 
“sensitive” tweets or close their accounts. Meanwhile, the government launched a disinformation campaign 
on Twitter and Facebook that frames Hong Kong’s protesters as violent and extreme, prompting the platforms 
to suspend hundreds of accounts originating in China. 
 
Authorities further restricted the internet in China. In March, censors removed social media accounts of Ma 
Ling, a clickbait blogger who commanded an audience of more than 16 million. Ma was accused by state media 
of circulating false information. In June, China’s internet regulator shut down the financial news aggregator 
wallstreetcn.com, and ordered Q Daily, a news site known for its stories on social issues, to stop updating 
content for at least three months. 
 
The government also tightened its ideological grip over universities and schools. In a March speech, President 
Xi called for educators to fend off “false ideas and thoughts” when teaching ideologies and politics courses. In 
March, Tsinghua University suspended prominent law professor Xu Zhangrun and placed him under 
investigation after he published a series of essays that warned of deepening repression under President Xi. 
 
The effect of Chinese government censorship continues to reach beyond the Chinese borders. WeChat, China’s 
popular messaging platform used by more than a billion Chinese-speakers at home and abroad, is subject to 
the usual Chinese censorship applied to all domestic social media.   Dissent artist Ai Weiwei’s involvement with 
the Hollywood film “Berlin, I Love You” was cut after investors, distributors, and other partners raised 
concerns about the artist’s political sensitivity in China. In an episode of “The Good Fight,” American 
broadcaster CBS censored an animated short that depicted a host of references to topics that have been 
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censored on the Chinese internet. CBS said it was concerned with risks of its shows and movies being blocked 
in China and the safety of its employees in China. 
 
Mass Surveillance 
The government’s use of mass surveillance technologies is on the rise. Police, security agencies, and public and 
private entities targeted their use at vulnerable communities. In 2019, media reports revealed that a Hangzhou 
school had installed cameras to monitor students’ facial expressions and attentiveness, while a Nanjing 
company had required sanitation workers to wear GPS watches to monitor their efficiency. 
 
Chinese technology companies, particularly Huawei but also artificial intelligence companies such as 
Cloudwalk, were under intense scrutiny for their ties to the Chinese government and their cooperation with 
foreign technology counterparts. As they expand worldwide, offering affordable equipment and services to 
governments and companies, there are concerns that they are enabling the proliferation of mass surveillance. 
In July, a media report found that US technology companies had collaborated with a Chinese company, 
Semptian, in developing microprocessors that enable computers to analyze vast amounts of data more 
efficiently, and that Semptian had used them to enhance mass surveillance and censorship for Chinese security 
agencies. 
 
China does not have a unified privacy or data protection law. Although the government shows growing interest 
in regulating private companies’ collection of consumer data, such regulations are limited to the commercial 
sphere. 
 
Freedom of Religion 
The government restricts religious practice to five officially recognized religions in officially approved premises. 
Authorities retain control over religious bodies’ personnel appointments, publications, finances, and seminary 
applications. The government classifies many religious groups outside its control as “evil cults,” and subjects 
members to police harassment, torture, arbitrary detention, and imprisonment. 
 
In December 2018, police detained the pastor and scores of members of Early Rain Covenant Church, an 
independent Protestant church in the southwestern city of Chengdu. Most were released days or months later. 
Pastor Wang Yi, a prominent member of China’s Christian community and a former legal scholar, remains in 
police custody and has been charged with “inciting subversion.” 
 
In a speech in March, Xu Xiaohong, the official who oversees state-sanctioned Christian churches, called on 
churches to purge Western influence and to further “Sinicize” the religion. In September, a state-sanctioned 
church in Henan province was ordered to replace the Ten Commandments with quotes by President Xi. 
 
In its continuing campaign to crack down on Islamic traditions, authorities in Gansu, Ningxia, and other Hui 
Muslim areas demolished domes on mosques and banned the public use of Arabic script.    
 
A CCP notice banning retired Tibetan government employees from performing kora, the practice of 
circumambulating a sacred site, appears to have been issued in early August 2019. 
 
Women’s and Girls’ Rights 
As the country’s sex ratio imbalance has made it difficult for many men to find wives, “bride” trafficking from 
neighboring countries to China appears to have increased from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, North Korea, and 
Pakistan. Many women and girls are deceived through false promises of employment into travelling to China, 
only to be sold to Chinese families as brides and held in sexual slavery, often for years. In April, a Pakistani 
television station gained entry to what it said was a “matchmaking center” in Lahore where six women and 
girls, two only 13 years old, were held awaiting transit to China as brides. 
 
In July, Wang Zhenhua, a prominent businessman and philanthropist, was detained by the police as they 
investigated a child molestation incident that injured a 9-year-old girl. Government censors initially blocked 
online discussions and media reporting of the case, leading to an online uproar. Also in July, a court in Chengdu 
ruled in a case of alleged sexual harassment in favor of the plaintiff, marking the first ruling since the #MeToo 
movement gathered momentum in China. 
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Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
China decriminalized homosexuality in 1997, but it still lacks laws protecting people from discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation or gender identity, and same-sex partnership is not legal. In March, during the UN 
Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review, China accepted recommendations to adopt legislation 
prohibiting discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in education and employment. 
However, a National People’s Congress spokesperson said in August that the government would not consider 
marriage equality. 
 
In January, the Guangzhou government banned two lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender rights 
organizations, including a student-led group at the University of Guangzhou. In March, government censors cut 
scenes depicting homosexuality from the Oscar-winning movie “Bohemian Rhapsody.” 
 
Refugees and Asylum Seekers 
China continued to detain and forcibly return hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of North Korean refugees, 
thus violating its obligations as a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention. The government refused to consider 
fleeing North Koreans as refugees, even though those returned have long been persecuted. Human Rights 
Watch considers North Koreans in China as refugees sur place, meaning their arrival in China put them at risk if 
returned. 
 
Key International Actors 
A number of governments and parliaments have publicly expressed grave concerns about the situation in 
Xinjiang and other serious human rights violations by the Chinese government, and continue to seek to 
monitor trials and assist human rights defenders. The US Congress and European Parliament issued resolutions 
and considered legislation on issues including Hong Kong, Tibet, and Xinjiang, yet few governments were 
willing to impose tougher responses, such as sanctions or export controls, to press Beijing to change its 
policies. 
 
In June, Germany granted refugee status to two activists from Hong Kong. 
 
In March, the European Commission announced a review of its relations with China, defining the country also 
as a “systemic rival promoting alternative models of governance.” The European Union regularly raised human 
rights concerns in its Human Rights Council statements, in the EU-China human rights dialogue, and in 
occasional statements throughout the year. However, no human rights concerns were publicly raised by EU 
leaders during the 21st EU-China Summit, held in Brussels in April. 
 
The US repeatedly rhetorically condemned China’s human rights violations, yet these comments were 
weakened by President Trump’s complimentary commentary of President Xi. In October, the US placed the 
Xinjiang Public Security Bureau and its subsidiary agencies, the quasi-military entity in Xinjian known as the 
bingtuan, and eight Chinese technology firms on the Department of Commerce’s “entities list,” effectively 
blocking them from doing business with US companies, in response to their role in repression in Xinjiang.  At 
around the same time, the US State Department announced it would withhold visas from Chinese government 
officials found to be culpable in Xinjiang abuses. 
 
In July, 25 governments signed a letter to the UN Human Rights Council president, echoing the high 
commissioner’s call for an independent investigation in the Xinjiang region. China promptly organized a 
competing letter, signed by 50 governments, praising China’s regional approach to “counter-terrorism,” and 
noting that people in Xinjiang “enjoy a stronger sense of happiness.”  Yet throughout the year the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) did not condemn abuses against Turkic Muslims in Xinjiang—while sharply 
criticizing abuses against Muslims elsewhere—and instead praised China’s treatment of Muslims. 
 
Foreign Policy 
In April, China hosted the second Belt and Road Forum in Beijing. The “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI), 
announced in 2013, is China’s trillion-dollar infrastructure and investment program stretching across some 70 
countries. During the forum, President Xi pledged to work with other countries to foster environment-friendly 
development, yet some of the BRI projects have been criticized for lack of transparency, disregard of 
community concerns, and threats of environmental degradation. 
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In February, thousands of people in Kachin State in Myanmar marched to protest a proposed China-financed 
mega-dam project. In March, the state-owned Bank of China said it would evaluate the funding commitment 
to a hydropower plant in Indonesia. 
 
In late 2018, Chinese authorities detained two Canadians, Michael Kovrig and Michael Spavor, in what is widely 
viewed as an act of retaliation against Canada for the arrest of Meng Wanzhou, an executive at the Chinese 
tech giant Huawei. 
 
In August, Beijing formally arrested writer and China-born Australian citizen Yang Hengjun on espionage 
charges, seven months after he was detained in southern China. 
 
Chinese authorities continued to try to restrict academic freedom abroad. In February, the Chinese consulate 
in Toronto told students at McMaster University to notify the consulate of the academics present at an event 
on repression in Xinjiang.  At a number of universities in Australia in August, pro-Beijing students attempted to 
forcibly silence other students demonstrating peacefully in support of Hong Kong’s democracy movement; 
similar incidents have been reported across Europe, New Zealand, and the United States. Few universities have 
responded with robust defenses of all students’ and scholars’ right to academic freedom. 
 

China Aid, Weifang honors areas for cracking down on religion, 10 January 2020 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/weifang-honors-areas-for-cracking-down.html 
 
(Weifang, Shandong—Jan. 10, 2020) The Weifang City Anti-Evil Religious Association Office has granted 10 
subdistricts and 12 villages within the city the honorary titles of “Role Model Towns/ Communities of Science, 
Care, and Harmony” for their efforts in cracking down on religions. 
 
In a notice obtained by ChinaAid, the Weifang municipal government applauds the work of the subdistricts and 
villages in preventing and resisting evil religions. It encourages the areas to continue “the fight against evil 
religious organizations, and make a critical contribution to building a modern, high-quality, ecological, open, 
vibrant, and delicate city.” 
 
The Weifang government equates the persecution of religions as a means to promoting justice and eliminating 
evil. It alleges that these areas serve as role models for the entire city on how to restrict religions. 
 
The announcement aligns with the growing rates of religious persecution in China since the revised 
Regulations on Religious Affairs went into effect on Feb. 1, 2018. The Chinese Communist Party has been 
targeting people of conscience under the process of “Sinicizing” religion, or forcing faiths to align with the 
ideals of the Communist Party. Since the Chinese government wrongly believes religions are an attempt by 
foreign powers to infiltrate China, they often restrict religious practice and expression. 
 
ChinaAid exposes abuses in order to stand in solidarity with the persecuted and promote religious freedom, 
human rights, and rule of law. If you wish to partner with us in helping those persecuted by the Chinese 
government, please click the button below to make a charitable donation. 
 
 

China Aid, World: Pastor Wang Yi and persecution, 8 January 2020 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/world-pastor-wang-yi-and-persecution.html 
 
After a closed-door trial the day after Christmas, a court in Chengdu, China, on Monday sentenced prominent 
house church Pastor Wang Yi of Early Rain Covenant Church to nine years in prison. His crimes: inciting 
subversion of state power and operating an illegal business. The sentence comes more than a year after 
Chinese authorities cracked down on Early Rain Church on Dec. 9, 2018, breaking down the doors of church 
members’ and leaders’ homes and arresting more than 100 people. 
 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/weifang-honors-areas-for-cracking-down.html
https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/01/world-pastor-wang-yi-and-persecution.html
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This is the longest prison sentence handed to a house church pastor in more than a decade, according to Bob 
Fu of ChinaAid. The sentence signals the Chinese government’s increased crackdown on Christianity and its 
fear of Wang’s influence in the Chinese church. Authorities also stripped Wang of his political rights for three 
years and seized $7,200 worth of assets. 
 
“This is a pure case of unjust religious persecution against a peaceful preacher of a Chinese Reformed church,” 
Fu said. “This grave sentence demonstrates [President Xi Jinping’s] regime is determined to be enemy to the 
universal values and religious freedom.” 
 
Authorities have released all Early Rain members except for Wang and Qin Defu, an elder who was sentenced 
to four years in prison for “illegal business operations.” Officials continue to monitor and harass the released 
believers and have sent some back to their hometowns. Those who remain in Chengdu continue to gather in 
homes for weekly services. 
 
Titus Wu, a church leader at Early Rain, said he and the other leaders felt a mix of emotions upon hearing 
Wang’s sentence: relief that the sentence wasn’t longer, anger at the injustice of the ruling, and grief for 
Wang’s wife Jiang Rong and son Shuya, who will spend his teenage years without his father. Wu (whose name 
WORLD has changed for security reasons) said they also felt encouraged that Wang had stood firm in his faith 
while imprisoned. It caused them to reflect on how they can serve God more fervently over the next eight 
years until Wang’s release. 
 
“The whole church will be in the wilderness to be tried and to find hope,” Wu said. “The people have more 
time to reflect on what is the gospel: Does this show the gospel’s defeat or the gospel’s triumph in the 
darkness?” 
 
An official statement by the church stressed Wang had not committed any crimes: Christian books that Early 
Rain had printed, at issue in Wang’s trial, were used for pastoring the congregants and for evangelism rather 
than profit, thus debunking the charge of “illegal business operations.” At the same time, Wang had often 
preached that “Christians should submit to authorities in power in accordance with Scripture” and had never 
done or said anything that amounts to “inciting to subvert state power.” 
 
The U.S. State Department called for Wang’s immediate and unconditional release, noting that the Chinese 
Constitution guarantees religious freedom for its citizens. “We are alarmed that Pastor Wang Yi … was tried in 
secret and sentenced to nine years in prison in connection to his peaceful advocacy for religious freedom,” 
State Department spokeswoman Morgan Ortagus said in a statement. “This is yet another example of Beijing’s 
intensification of repression of Chinese Christians and members of other religious groups.” 
 
Wang had long prepared himself and his church for coming persecution, aware that speaking out and pushing 
boundaries would make the unregistered church a target to authorities. With a goal to operate openly and 
help develop the Chinese church, Early Rain worked with like-minded churches to create a seminary, a classical 
Christian school, a liberal arts college, and a presbytery. It ran ministries to the marginalized in society: legal 
petitioners, families of political prisoners, the unborn, and women in crisis pregnancies. 
 
While other churches feared addressing sensitive topics from the pulpit, Wang held annual prayer meetings to 
mark the anniversary of the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. He spoke out against President Xi’s increasingly 
dictatorial rule and penned a petition with fellow house church pastors against the government’s oppression 
of churches. Signed by 439 Chinese pastors, the petition stressed that when the government’s law contradicts 
the law of God, Christians would follow God. “For when churches refuse to obey evil laws, it does not stem 
from any political agenda; it does not stem from resentment or hostility; it stems only from the demands of 
the gospel and from a love for Chinese society.” 
 
Sitting in Wang’s church office in February 2016, I listened as he described his conversion and the journey of 
Early Rain. At that time, the government had allowed the church to grow unimpeded since kicking the 
congregation out of its rented space in 2009. However, Wang realized the calm wouldn’t last for long, and he 
had prepared his heart. 
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“If [the Chinese government] wants to crack down on China’s churches, then most likely we will be a target,” 
Wang said. “They would want to crack down on a church that is more influential and open so that everyone 
knows winter is really coming.” 
 
He noted that other house churches had followed in Early Rain’s footsteps, becoming more open, meeting in 
office buildings, and even buying office space to make it more difficult to get kicked out. The Chinese 
government would consequently want to make an example out of Early Rain, Wang said. 
 
“This is what we knew would happen when we decided to be more open in doing ministry: We did it as a 
service to the entire Chinese church because there always has to be someone walking in front to test the 
waters for others.” 
 
Early Rain leaders planned how to respond if the government cracked down on the church, and Wang penned 
an open letter to be released in the event of his arrest. Two days after the crackdown last December, the 
church released the letter, titled “My Declaration of Faithful Disobedience.” 
 
“Separate me from my wife and children, ruin my reputation, destroy my life and my family—the authorities 
are capable of doing all of these things,” Wang wrote in the letter. “However, no one in this world can force 
me to renounce my faith; no one can make me change my life; and no one can raise me from the dead.” 
Prayers for Wang Yi 
 
On New Year’s Day, Christians in Hong Kong and Taiwan held prayer meetings for Pastor Wang Yi and Early 
Rain Covenant Church. 
 
At Chi-nan Presbyterian Church in Taipei, Pastor Huang Chun-sen stood in front of the red brick church and 
read aloud Wang’s “Declaration of Faithful Disobedience” to a dozen Christians. He ended the meeting with a 
prayer: “We want to testify that the wicked worldly powers are not ultimate, but there is another kingdom—
God’s kingdom—whose power is ultimate,” Huang said to a smattering of amens. “God, we implore you to 
bless this world. May those in power follow God’s righteousness. … May Your will be done on earth as it in 
heaven.” 
 
Over in Hong Kong, about 100 Christians gathered outside Chinese Methodist Church in Wan Chai amid a New 
Year’s Day protest that drew more than 1 million people. With the smell of tear gas and the shrieks of police 
sirens in the air, and with protesters running past to escape riot police, the Hong Kong pastors prayed for their 
brothers and sisters in mainland China. 
 
“A group of us pastors and believers in Hong Kong are furious over the news of Wang’s sentence,” said Pastor 
Wu Chi-wai of the Hong Kong Church Renewal Movement. “With no regrets or fear, we are willing to walk 
alongside Pastor Wang Yi. … It’s dangerous to follow Jesus Christ today, but in spite of this, we still go on.” 
 
Ken Wong, a 30-year-old teacher who attended the prayer meeting, wondered if Wang’s case foreshadowed 
what Hong Kong believers could experience. “[Will] Hong Kong become like that too?” he asked. “I don’t think 
anyone who is exercising their basic right of religious freedom should be sentenced to prison like that—even 
one year is too many.” 

Bitter Winter, China’s New Measures for Religious Groups 2019: From Bad to Worse, 31 
December 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/chinas-new-measures-for-religious-groups-2019/ 
 
On February 1, 2018 the New Regulation on Religious Affairs enacted in 2017 came into force. It was the legal 
embodiment of President Xi Jinping’s new policy on religion, the most restrictive since the Cultural Revolution. 
A new law was not needed to crack down on the Black Market of groups banned and persecuted as xie jiao, 
such as The Church of Almighty God (the single most persecuted movement in China) or Falun Gong. 
Draconian measures organizing their suppression were already in place. Most scholars agreed that the aim of 
the 2017 Regulation was to gradually eliminate the Gray Market of the religious organizations not explicitly 
banned as xie jiao but resisting incorporation into the Red Market of the authorized and government-

https://bitterwinter.org/chinas-new-measures-for-religious-groups-2019/
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controlled Five Authorized Religions. The largest segment of the Gray Market consists of Protestant House 
Churches. The Regulation that came into force in 2018 aimed at compelling them to join the pro-government 
Three-Self Church, thus entering the Red Market, threatening if they refused to destroy their places of worship 
and arrest their pastors. 
 
On December 30, 2019, the decision sentencing Pastor Wang Yi of Chengdu’s Early Rain Covenant Church, one 
of the most well-known figures in the House Church movements, to nine years in jail was announced. Perhaps 
not coincidentally, the same day, December 30, the CCP announced that new “Administrative Measures for 
Religious Groups” have been approved and will come into force on February 1, 2020. Two years after the 2017 
Regulation on Religious Affairs, the religious policy of Xi Jinping will have a new legal tool at its disposal. 
 
The Measures consist of six chapters and 41 articles, and were hailed by the CCP propaganda as a new 
comprehensive edict on all matters concerning the “organization, functions, supervision and management of 
religious groups.” Critical voice such as AsiaNews regard it as a final blow to religious liberty. 
 
The provisions of the 2017 Regulation are reinforced through a mechanism that compels religious 
communities to submit all relevant decisions for their operations, including minor ones, to the approval of CCP 
bureaucrats. The local religious affair departments should serve as the “administrative bodies” for all religious 
organizations and systematically control them through “guidance and supervision.” 
 
In particular, according to Article 25, “the religious affairs department of the people’s government shall 
perform the duties of a competent business unit and guide and manage the following affairs of religious 
groups in accordance with the relevant laws, regulations and rules of the state: 
 
(1) It shall be responsible for the establishment, change, cancellation of registration of religious organizations, 
and business review before the approval of the articles of association; review of the annual work report of 
religious organizations; together with relevant authorities, it shall guide the registration and liquidation of 
religious organizations; 
 
(2) It shall supervise and guide religious groups to carry out activities and perform functions in accordance with 
the laws and regulations, and to deal with violations of laws, regulations, rules, policies and the articles of 
association of religious groups according to the law; 
 
(3) Examining, supervising, and managing matters that religious groups will submit to the religious affairs 
department of the people’s government for approval in accordance with the law; 
 
(4) It shall supervise and guide religious groups to establish and improve rules and regulations in accordance 
with the Constitution, laws, regulations, rules, policies, and actual work needs, and strengthen ideological, 
organizational, style, and institution-building; 
 
5) Other matters that require guidance and management as provided by laws and regulations.” 
 
Article 26 and 27 list the matters that should be reported to, and approved by, the authorities before being 
carried out by religious organizations. The long list includes appointment of officers in the religious 
community, organizing conferences, solving “contradictions and disputes in the group,” and so on. Article 34 
adds all matters involving money and finances. In practice, every significant move by the religious community 
should be preliminarily submitted to the CCP authorities and carried out only if approved. 
 
The law stipulates that, “Without the approval of the religious affairs department of the people’s government, 
or registration with the civil affairs department of the people’s government, no activities can be carried out in 
the name of religious groups.” If enforced, this provision rings a death bell for the Gray Market activities of 
house churches, dissident Catholic communities, and other unregistered religious bodies. 
 
Article 17 is particularly interesting, as it clarifies that religious organizations exist to promote the CCP and its 
ideology, rather than religion. It states that, “Religious organizations shall spread the principles and policies of 
the Chinese Communist Party as well as national laws, regulations, and rules, to religious staff and religious 
citizens, and educate and guide religious staff and religious citizens to support the leadership of the Chinese 
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Communist Party, support the socialist system, and adhere to the path of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, abide by laws, regulations, rules and policies, correctly handle the relationship between 
national laws and canons, and strengthen national awareness, awareness of the rule of law, and citizenship.” 
 
Article 32 adds that, “Religious groups shall establish a learning system and organize their staff to learn from 
the major decision-making arrangements of the Chinese Communist Party, national policies and regulations, 
excellent Chinese traditional culture and religious knowledge.” Note the reference to the “excellent Chinese 
traditional culture,” i.e. the Chinese culture as interpreted by Xi Jinping and the CCP. 
 
In case of doubt, Article 39 clarifies that, “The interpretation of these measures is the responsibility of the 
State Bureau of Religious Affairs.” 
 
As happened for the regulation of 2017, much will depend on how the new provisions will be enforced, 
starting on February 1, 2020. But clearly the crackdown on religion continues, and the legal framework is going 
from bad to worse. 

 

Amnesty International: China: "Appalling" jail sentence for outspoken pastor makes 
mockery of religious freedoms, 30 December 2019 

 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/12/china-appalling-jail-sentence-outspoken-pastor-makes-
mockery-religious-freedoms/ 
 
Following the sentencing after conviction of pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, 
China, Patrick Poon, China researcher at Amnesty International said: 
 
It speaks volumes that Wang Yi felt he needed to prepare a statement in advance refuting the court’s 
conclusions, together with any ‘confessions’ he might be forced to make.  
Patrick Poon 
“Today’s verdict makes a mockery of China's supposed religious freedoms. Wang Yi was merely practicing his 
religion and peacefully standing up for human rights in China. 
 
“This nine-year sentence is appalling and unjust. Wang Yi is a prisoner of conscience and must be immediately 
and unconditionally released. 
 
“It speaks volumes that Wang Yi felt he needed to prepare a statement in advance refuting the court’s 
conclusions, together with any ‘confessions’ he might be forced to make. In China, religious practitioners live 
under the permanent threat of politically motivated prosecution and conviction.” 
 
Background 
 
On the morning of 30 December 2019, pastor Wang Yi of the Early Rain Covenant Church was sentenced to 
nine years at the Chengdu City Intermediate People’s Court He had been charged with “illegal business 
operation” and “inciting subversion of state power,” a catch-all charge often used against dissidents and 
activists who speak out against the government. 
 
In early December 2018, police in Chengdu raided the premises of the Early Rain Covenant Church. About 100 
members of the church, including Wang Yi, were taken away and questioned by the police in the following 
days. Some of them said they were asked to sign a document guaranteeing that they would not take part in 
the meetings of the church again. 
 
Three days after the raid, on 12 December 2018, the church issued a written statement that pastor Wang Yi 
had prepared several months in advance, in which he expressed determination to defend religious freedom. 
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/12/china-appalling-jail-sentence-outspoken-pastor-makes-mockery-religious-freedoms/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/12/china-appalling-jail-sentence-outspoken-pastor-makes-mockery-religious-freedoms/
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Wang wrote: “Regardless of what crime the government charges me with, whatever filth they fling at me, as 
long as this charge is related to my faith, my writings, my comments and my teachings, it is merely a lie and 
temptation of demons. I categorically deny it. I will serve my sentence, but I will not serve the law. I will be 
executed, but I will not plead guilty.” 
 
Founded in 2005, the Early Rain Covenant Church is one of the largest and most prominent “house churches” 
in China. The leaders and members of the church did not want to register with the Religious Affairs Bureau or 
the “Three-Self Patriotic Association”, as Protestant churches are required to do in order to be recognized by 
the government. These churches are commonly referred to as “house churches” because they usually gather 
to worship in members’ homes. Local officials can bring criminal and administrative sanctions against 
practitioners who carry out activities outside of state-approved “patriotic religious associations”. 
 
Many Catholics, Protestants, Tibetan Buddhists, Uyghur Muslims and Falun Gong practitioners have been 
harassed or even imprisoned in the struggle to freely practice their religion or beliefs, but recent regulations 
and amendments have tightened the Chinese government’s grip on religious practice. 
 
For example, since the amended “Regulation on Religious Affairs” came into force in 2018, “house churches” 
reported further crackdowns across the country, particularly in Henan, Zhejiang, Guangdong and Heilongjiang 
provinces. Authorities have removed crosses and Christian slogans from church buildings, confiscated or 
vandalized church properties, ordered churches to close and questioned church leaders and members. 
 

Bitter Winter, Attacks on House Churches Intensify Across China, 28 December 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/attacks-on-house-churches-intensify-across-china/ 
 
Protestant house churches, regarded as a threat to the regime due to large numbers of believers, face total 
extinction, people threatened to give up their faith. 
by Tang Zhe 
 
Police: Evangelism harms people 
“Evangelism in public places disturbs social order, harms the people, and breaks the law,” an officer, holding a 
copy of the new Regulations on Religious Affairs in hand, was berating two house church believers on October 
12. The two believers in Nanchang, the capital of the southeastern province of Jiangxi, were arrested for 
distributing gospel leaflets in a local market that day and were brought to a police station. 
 
Later in the month, local government officials accused a house church believer of “slandering and rebelling 
against the state.” He was diagnosed as having “a mental disorder” because he had religious stickers on his 
motorbike, arrested, and sent to a mental hospital. On November 1, his family went to the hospital to visit him 
but were refused. A doctor told them to come back in a month. 
 
On September 29, five house church believers from Nanyang city in the central province of Henan were 
arrested and interrogated after they were reported for evangelizing. The next day, police officers escorted 
them to a detention center. Three of them were detained for 13 days, and two for 10, and each was fined 500 
RMB (about $ 70). When released, they were all forced to sign a statement of repentance, which reads: “You 
are not allowed to hold religious belief after returning home; otherwise, you will be given a prison sentence.” 
 
100+ police officers raid Seventh-day Adventist church 
To intensify their persecution efforts, the CCP started labeling regular house churches as xie jiao, the term 
earlier reserved for groups identified as banned “heterodox teachings.” 
 
A Seventh-day Adventist house church in Neijiang city in the southwestern province of Sichuan was raided on 
October 19. More than 200 people, including government officials and police officers, came to the church, 
claiming that it was a xie jiao. Officers took photos of each believer present, ordered to cut off electricity 
supply to the building, and took some valuables from the church. 
 

https://bitterwinter.org/attacks-on-house-churches-intensify-across-china/
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Four police officers dragged two church co-workers out of the residential building where the meeting venue is 
located, pushed them on the ground and beat them. The two believers, along with the church’s pastor and 
preacher, were escorted to a detention house for interrogation. They were released later the same day. 
 
A week later, the church was raided again. This time, more than 100 officials and police officers blocked the 
entrance to the venue, forbidding anyone from entering. The officials confiscated the tables, chairs, audio 
equipment, and other church property, throwing Bibles into a trash can outside. The officials also ordered to 
weld the entrance to the venue and install a surveillance camera above it. 
 
According to a congregation member, several churchgoers received calls from officials, who threatened to 
withhold the salaries of their children and grandchildren or impede their futures if the believers did not give up 
their belief. 
 
Donation money looted, Bibles confiscated 
On December 1, local officials, accompanied by the police, harassed a house church in Jiangxi’s Nanchang on 
the ground that it “was holding illegal meetings and disturbing public order.” They destroyed the church’s 
blackboard, seized Bibles and hymnbooks, and confiscated more than 800 RMB (about $ 115) of donation 
money. 
 
“The government inverts justice and makes trouble out of nothing. It just wants to eradicate the church,” the 
man in charge of the church said with anger. 
 
A meeting venue of the old Local Church was sealed off 
A meeting venue of the old Local Church was sealed off in Sizhou town. 
In late November, a meeting venue of the old Local Church in Sizhou town, administered by Jiangxi’s Dexing 
city, was sealed off for refusing to join the Three-Self Church. Since then, the congregation meets in a shabby 
bicycle shed. 
 
Notice about the closure of the meeting venue 
Notice about the closure of the meeting venue, issued by the Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau of Dexing 
city. 

Radio Free Asia, China Bans Christmas Gatherings Among Its Christians, 12 December 2019 

 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/christmas-ban-
12242019134209.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20China%20Christian 
 
Authorities across China are warning members of Christian churches not to try holding public gatherings to 
celebrate Christmas, church members told RFA. 
 
Members of unofficial Protestant "house churches" in the southern province of Guangdong, the eastern 
province of Shandong and the southwestern provinces of Yunnan, Sichuan and Guizhou have been contacted 
by police and warned off holding any events. 
 
"We are afraid to meet in public [because such meetings] have been designated illegal gatherings," a 
Shandong pastor who gave only the name John said on Tuesday. 
 
He said the ban appeared to apply to churches that had so far resisted joining the ruling Chinese Communist 
Party's approved Three Self Patriotic Association for government-registered Protestant groups. 
 
"We can’t do Christmas this year; we can’t have any activities on Christmas," he said. "We celebrated it a few 
days ago in different groups, whereas in the past we were able to celebrate it with thousands of people 
coming together." 
 
A pastor of a house church in Sichuan surnamed Li said his church was under a similar ban. 
 

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/christmas-ban-12242019134209.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20China%20Christian
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/christmas-ban-12242019134209.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20China%20Christian
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"We're not allowed to celebrate Christmas here, and it's the same across the whole country," said Li, whose 
church has more than 1,000 members who have been able to celebrate together in previous years. 
 
A member of a house church in Nanyang city, Henan province said his church had been visited on Sunday by 
officials from the local bureau of religious affairs. 
 
"The church is closed now, so we are holding smaller gatherings in people's homes that they don't know 
about," the church member said. 
 
"We hold Christmas in small gatherings, meeting early and in secret." 
 
A pastor of Guangzhou's Guangfu Church said similar restrictions were in place on his church, and that 
Christmas decorations were no longer visible in shopping malls and other public spaces. 
 
Decorations banned 
 
Pastor John reported a similar phenomenon. 
 
"I went to the supermarket last night to see if I could buy any but I couldn't," he said. "This is the effect of 
forcibly eradicating Christianity." 
 
On Dec. 17, a property management company in Yunnan's Kunming Economic Development Zone issued a 
notice to local businesses and merchants banning any celebration of Christmas, citing a police restriction on 
the grounds that it isn't a traditional Chinese festival. 
 
And the Qianxi county education bureau in Guizhou issued a notice dated Dec. 23 banning Christmas-related 
events in any schools or kindergartens, whether state-run or private. 
 
Meanwhile, China's State Administration of Religious Affairs is requiring churches in all major cities to issue 
tickets for official Christmas services, and to limit the number of participants. 
 
The disciplinary arm of the ruling Chinese Communist Party has banned its members and government officials 
from celebrating Christmas, likening the practice to "spiritual opium" for members of the atheist party. 
 
The party exercises tight controls over any form of religious practice among its citizens, yet China is home to an 
estimated 68 million Protestants, of whom 23 million worship in state-affiliated churches, and some nine 
million Catholics, 5.7 million of whom are in state-sponsored organizations. 
 
The administration of President Xi Jinping regards Christianity as a dangerous foreign import, with officials 
warning against the "infiltration of Western hostile forces" in the form of religion. 
 
Reported by Qiao Long for RFA's Mandarin Service, and by Sing Man for the Cantonese Service. Translated and 
edited by Luisetta Mudie. 

 

Bitter Winter, Bitter Winter Feature Series for Human Rights Day (II): High-tech 
Surveillance Measures, 11 December 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/feature-series-for-human-rights-day-ii-high-tech-surveillance-measures/ 
 
December 10 was Human Rights Day. Bitter Winter celebrates it with four articles. The second is devoted to 
how high-tech surveillance is used to violate human rights. 
 
by Bitter Winter 
 

https://bitterwinter.org/feature-series-for-human-rights-day-ii-high-tech-surveillance-measures/
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The Chinese authorities have applied the facial recognition technology to all imaginable situations. Invasive 
high-tech surveillance equipment is used to monitor and control China’s residents every step of their way. In a 
village under the jurisdiction of Hangzhou, the capital of the eastern province of Zhejiang, the number of 
surveillance cameras has increased to 500 this year from 300 in 2018. Surveillance cameras equipped with 
facial recognition devices have been installed at major intersections. 
High-tech facial recognition systems are used in particular against believers, as the CCP escalates its crackdown 
on all religions. A believer from a house church in Hangzhou said that 106 surveillance cameras were installed 
in her community in April, and the regular doorbell at the entrance was replaced with a smart lock. 
 
A surveillance camera with a facial recognition system was installed outside a temple, following the CCP’s 
demands to have cameras in all official religious venues. 
A surveillance camera with a facial recognition system was installed outside a temple, following the CCP’s 
demands to have cameras in all official religious venues. 
Read full text of the report. 
 
The high-pressure Xinjiang-style surveillance has rapidly spread among the Han populace as well. In June, the 
Public Security Bureau of a locality in the southeastern province of Jiangxi installed 195 surveillance cameras in 
a residential compound under its jurisdiction. High-tech surveillance equipment, including ID card scanners 
and a facial recognition system, was also fitted at the entrance. The personal information of all residents has 
been entered into the system, and now every person who enters the compound is put under the close 
surveillance of the CCP’s “Big Brother.” 
Facial Recognition equipment installed at the entrance to a residential compound. 
Facial Recognition equipment installed at the entrance to a residential compound. 
Read full text of the report. 
 
Under various pretexts, the CCP is collecting a full range of biometric information from all citizens across the 
country, seriously invading their privacy. On the morning of July 24, local police went to the homes of village 
residents in Shangzhuang town, under the jurisdiction of Jiangxi’s Fengcheng city, to collect blood samples 
from males, one adult and one child, in each family. All village residents were also asked to fill in the “DNA 
Database Personnel Information Form.” 
In addition, a local police station in Fuqing city in the southeastern province of Fujian issued a public notice for 
blood sample collection, in preparation for the national census and the launch of the third generation digital ID 
cards for Chinese citizens. Some male residents in the jurisdiction were selected to have their blood samples 
collected. 
 
Police officers are collecting blood samples from village residents. 
Police officers are collecting blood samples from village residents. 
Read full text of the report. 
 
The requirement for the owners of rental properties to install cameras in their units adds to the long list of 
high-tech surveillance systems and programs launched by the Chinese government to ensure the complete 
control over its population, including Skynet, Sharp Eyes, and others. Residents in Fujian Province reported 
that the police had forcibly installed surveillance devices in the door locks of some rental properties. According 
to the workers who installed these surveillance devices, through them, authorities can monitor who is entering 
and leaving each rental property. 
Surveillance devices installed on the door of a rental property in Fujian. 
Surveillance devices installed on the door of a rental property in Fujian. 
Read full text of the report. 
 
The vehicle will forward the owner’s information to the government – this is another means by which the 
Chinese government monitors citizens. Bitter Winter has previously reported that police in some regions in the 
provinces of Heilongjiang and Henan forcibly installed surveillance devices in electrically-powered bicycles and 
motorbikes. 
According to an owner of an electric-vehicle dealership in Fujian’s Quanzhou city, every new electric vehicle 
has to have a monitoring device installed. If the monitoring device is not installed, the electric vehicles are not 
allowed to be driven on the streets. This issue has also arisen in the cities of Jinjiang and Putian, both in Fujian 
Province. Some electric vehicle dealers have even set up service centers for installing tracking devices. 
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Positioning device for electric vehicles 
A positioning device for electric vehicles. 
Read full text of the report. 
 
The authorities are using satellite positioning systems, aerial drones, and other high-tech tools to conduct 
surveillance on believers and identify religious meeting venues to be closed. 
In October 2018, a Buddhist temple on Bijia Mountain, located in Zunhua city in the northern province of 
Hebei, was closed by the local government. Subsequently, aerial drones continued to monitor the temple. 
 
In December last year, in central China’s Henan Province, the local government shut down Si’en Church, a 
Three-Self church in Lihe township, under the jurisdiction of Nanyang city. On March 8, 2019, officials installed 
a 360-degree high-definition surveillance camera under the eaves of Si’en Church, aiming at the temporary 
meeting venue. Under round-the-clock surveillance, the believers were threatened by the township’s security 
director to stop gathering at the temporary venue, or else face arrest. 
 

Bitter Winter, For Mobile Users in China, One ‘Wrong’ Word Means Punishment, 2 
December 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/for-mobile-users-in-china-one-wrong-word-means-punishment/ 
 
A former employee of the largest state-owned telecommunications provider reveals how the regime is 
monitoring citizens’ calls and messages on mobile phones. 
 
Cellphone censorship in Chinaby Li Changshan 
 
“And today, China’s Communist Party is building a surveillance state unlike anything the world has ever seen,” 
United States Vice President Mike Pence remarked in a speech in Washington D.C. on October 24. “Hundreds 
of millions of surveillance cameras stare down from every vantage point. Ethnic minorities must navigate 
arbitrary checkpoints where police demand blood samples, fingerprints, voice recordings, and multiple angle 
head shots, and even iris scans.” 
 
On top of that, the regime has long maintained a firm grip on the citizens’ use of the internet and mobile 
technologies, monitoring and controlling the conversation on digital media to manipulate public opinion and 
block any information deemed “sensitive to the state.” And the censorship measures continue to snowball. 
From December 1, people are required to have their faces scanned when registering new mobile phone 
services so that the government could identify all users and control their activities online, since most Chinese 
access the internet via their phones. 
 
“There is simply no privacy in China. Social media, calls and messages on mobile phones are all under 
surveillance,” a former employee of China Mobile Online Services Company, a subsidiary of China Mobile 
Limited, the state-owned and largest telecommunications service provider in mainland China, told Bitter 
Winter. “If one says anything deemed unfavorable to the CCP, he or she will be punished. Every person is 
monitored and controlled under the pretext ‘to crack down on harassment.’” Fearing retaliation from the 
government, even though he has recently resigned from his post, the man requested anonymity; we will, 
therefore, call him Mr. Li. 
 
Lu Wenchang, the general manager of China Mobile Online Service Company. 
Lu Wenchang, the general manager of China Mobile Online Service Company. 
Mr. Li said that specially assigned “censors” – he was one of them – are monitoring the company users’ phone 
calls and messages in the name of dealing with “harmful” information. The surveillance covers all China Mobile 
users in the 31 provincial-level administrative units, excluding Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan. The system is 
programmed to automatically detect anything concerning politics and religious beliefs, including remarks 
critical of the CCP and unfavorable to the state leaders. Once such information is discovered, company 
employees are assigned to review it thoroughly. 
 

https://bitterwinter.org/for-mobile-users-in-china-one-wrong-word-means-punishment/
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Mr. Li said that he monitored calls and messages together with at least 500 colleagues, and the work was very 
stressful. He recalled: “If anyone were not careful enough and missed a piece of sensitive information, this 
would result in the deduction in monthly salary and year-end bonus. I usually had to handle more than ten 
thousand pieces of information every month. It was unavoidable to make mistakes, at least one or two a year.” 
 
Mr. Li revealed that religion-related words and phrases, like “Almighty God” and “Falun Gong,” have been 
identified as “sensitive.” Texts and conversations that mention the word “Party” or revoking membership in 
the Communist Party or the Communist Youth League are closely monitored and controlled. “Anything 
deemed unfavorable to the CCP is labeled ‘political,’” Mr. Li explained. “For example, immediate measures will 
be taken to intercept messages that mention the CCP’s organ harvesting from Falun Gong practitioners to 
prevent leaks.” 
 
“If any sensitive words were detected during phone calls, in MMS, SMS, or messages on social networking sites 
like WeChat, the system would automatically intercept the information and users’ services would be 
deactivated instantly, disabling these people to make phone calls or send messages,” Mr. Li continued. “If 
users want to reactivate the service, they have to go to a China Mobile service center with their ID card and 
write a statement promising never to share any sensitive information again.” 
 
Deactivation of ones’ mobile number for “inappropriate” remarks is considered a minor warning. If the 
authorities decide that the misdemeanor is “serious,” the punishment can be harsher. Mr. Li gave an example. 
In May, a resident in the southeastern province of Fujian was intercepted on the border, and his passport was 
destroyed by border guards who told him that he was prohibited from traveling abroad because he had 
previously made remarks criticizing the CCP and state leaders. His comments were deemed “insulting to the 
government” and “disturbing public order.” 
 
“The censorship criteria have been constantly updated in recent years, resulting in more heavy censorship and 
fewer loopholes,” Mr. Li added. 
 
An employee of an internet censorship company, who was reluctant to reveal the name of his employer, told 
Bitter Winter that the enterprise is affiliated with the Office of the Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission 

(中央網絡安全和信息化委員會辦公室) and is tasked with monitoring and controlling remarks online. In 
order to better identify the issues that the regime doesn’t want the general public to see online, all company 
employees have to go through rigorous training before starting to work. 
 
He also revealed that jokes and satirical remarks or videos about the government and its leaders are also 
deemed unfavorable to the state and have to be deleted immediately; a minor oversight by the company 
results in harsh punishment. Any references to Winnie the Pooh, for example, have been banned from China’s 
social media platforms, and sharing information about the fictional teddy bear has been deemed illegal ever 
since President Xi Jinping was compared to it in 2013. 
 

CECC – Congressional-Executive Commission on China: Annual Report 2019, 18 November 
2019 [Relevant chapters only- report is 331 pages] 

 
https://www.cecc.gov/publications/annual-reports/2019-annual-report 
 
I. Executive Summary 
Expanded Table of Contents 
Overview, Chapter Findings, Highlighted Recommendations and Prisoner Cases 
II. Human Rights 
Freedom of Expression 
Worker Rights 
Criminal Justice 
Freedom of Religion 
Ethnic Minority Rights 
Population Control 

https://www.cecc.gov/publications/annual-reports/2019-annual-report
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Special Topic: Migrant Neighborhoods A Target of Anti-Crime and Vice Campaign 
Status of Women 
Human Trafficking 
North Korean Refugees in China 
Public Health 
The Environment 
III. Development of the Rule of Law 
Civil Society 
Institutions of Democratic Governance 
Business and Human Rights 
Access to Justice 
IV. Xinjiang 
V. Tibet 
VI. Developments in Hong Kong and Macau 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Findings 
• During the Commission’s 2019 reporting year, Chinese government and Communist Party officials continued 
to abuse criminal law and police power to punish government critics and to ‘‘maintain stability’’ (weiwen) with 
the goal of perpetuating one-party rule. The Chinese government in many cases violated the freedoms of 
Chinese citizens protected under PRC laws and international human rights standards, and used criminal law to 
target rights advocates, religious believers, and ethnic minority groups. 
• Authorities continued to use various forms of arbitrary detention—such as extralegal ‘‘black jails’’ and forced 
psychiatric commitment of individuals without mental illness—to deprive individuals of their liberty, 
contravening international human rights standards. Authorities also continued to use administrative detention 
that circumvented judicial oversight and protections for detainees’ rights under the PRC Criminal Procedure 
Law (CPL). 
• Authorities continued to detain individuals under broad provisions in the PRC Criminal Law—such as crimes 
of ‘‘endangering state security,’’ ‘‘picking quarrels and provoking trouble,’’ and ‘‘organizing and using a cult 
organization to undermine implementation of the law’’—to suppress rights advocacy and other activities 
protected under international human rights standards. 
• Authorities held rights advocates, lawyers, petitioners, and others in prolonged pretrial detention, including 
under ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated location’’ (RSDL), a form of incommunicado detention that can 
last up to six months, restricts access to counsel, and places detainees at risk of abuse 
by authorities. 
• In one case with numerous human rights violations, Falun Gong practitioner Sun Qian said that she was 
tortured while in custody, subjected to arbitrary and prolonged pretrial detention, and prevented from 
obtaining proper legal counsel. In other cases, officials denied detainees access to counsel, such as 
human rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang who was prevented from seeing lawyers appointed by his wife. 
• In December 2018, Chinese authorities separately detained Canadian citizens Michael Spavor and Michael 
Kovrig for allegedly ‘‘endangering state security.’’ In the same month, during a retrial, the Dalian Intermediate 
People’s Court sentenced to death Canadian Robert Schellenberg for drug smuggling. Observers believed these 
actions within the criminal justice system were likely Chinese authorities’ attempt to exert pressure on the 
Canadian government for the arrest of Meng Wanzhou, the chief financial executive of the Chinese 
technology company Huawei, whom Canadian authorities detained in December 2018 based on an extradition 
request made by the U.S. Department of Justice. 
• Authorities continued to torture and otherwise abuse detainees: 
Æ Authorities denied requests to release human rights website 64 Tianwang founder Huang Qi for medical 
reasons. In October 2018, authorities reportedly purposely manipulated readings of Huang’s high blood 
pressure and rejected attempts by detention center officials to allow additional treatment due to ‘‘political’’ 
reasons. 
Æ Authorities reportedly required Taiwanese college employee and non-governmental organization (NGO) 
volunteer Lee Ming-cheh to work more than 10 hours a day without a day of rest and served him and other 
prisoners spoiled food. After Lee’s wife Lee Jingyu made public statements concerning her prison visit, 
authorities revoked her right to visit her husband. 
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• Authorities continued to develop technology-based means to help public security officials track persons of 
interest—based in part on large-scale, sometimes involuntary collection of personal data—raising concerns 
over Chinese citizens’ privacy and the potential for public security officials’ capacity to use this 
technology to crack down on rights advocates and other targeted persons. The manner in which authorities 
collected personal data, including biometric data, appeared to violate privacy protections in international 
human rights instruments. 
• While the Chinese government continued to claim that it reserved the death penalty for a small number of 
crimes and only the most serious offenders, Amnesty International estimated that China carried out more 
executions than any other country. China continued to classify statistics on its use of the 
death penalty as a state secret, and the Commission did not observe official reports on overall death penalty 
numbers. A French NGO reported that the death penalty disproportionately targeted ethnic and religious 
minorities, such as Uyghur Muslims, for their religious beliefs. 
Recommendations 
Members of the U.S. Congress and Administration officials are encouraged to: 
Æ Publicly advocate for political prisoners and other targets of government oppression whom officials have 
deprived of liberty on unsubstantiated criminal charges and for apparent political or religious reasons. Refer to 
the Commission’s Political Prisoner Database for details on individual cases. 
Æ Include discussion of rights protections for rights advocates and other targets of government repression in a 
wide range of bilateral and multilateral discussions with Chinese officials. 
Stress to the Chinese government the importance of procedural compliance and effective legal representation 
in criminal cases in relation to the goal of rule-based governance. 
Æ Urge Chinese officials to end all forms of arbitrary detention, as well as forms of extrajudicial detention, that 
are imposed without meeting the standards for a fair trial as set forth in the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and other international human rights instruments. 
These include detentions in ‘‘black jails,’’ psychiatric institutions, compulsory drug detoxification centers, and 
the detention of over a million Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and other individuals from ethnic minority groups in mass 
internment camps in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. 
Æ Consult with Chinese officials regarding progress toward adopting the recommendations made in February 
2016 by the UN Committee against Torture in relation to China’s compliance with the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, such as the call to repeal the 
provisions in Chinese law allowing for ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated location.’’ Further, encourage 
Chinese officials to extend invitations to all UN special rapporteurs who have requested to visit China. 
Æ Urge Chinese officials to adopt a legal and regulatory framework for technology-based policing practices 
that meets international human rights standards. Such a framework should include, for example, privacy 
protections, restrictions on police authority to collect personal information without consent, and 
protections against discriminatory practices, including profiling of ethnic and religious minorities. Encourage 
Chinese officials to require police who use information technology to complete appropriate human rights 
training and impose strict penalties for officials who authorize or carry out preemptive detentions. 
Æ Stress to the Chinese government the need for greater transparency on the number and circumstances of 
executions and urge Chinese officials to further limit the crimes for which the 
death penalty is applicable. Urge the Chinese government to ban explicitly in national legislation the harvesting 
of organs from executed prisoners. 
Æ Continue and, where appropriate, expand support for programs involving U.S. entities engaging with 
reform-minded Chinese organizations and individuals (both within and outside 
the government) that draw on comparative experience to improve the criminal justice process. For example, 
the experience of the United States and other jurisdictions can inform individuals and institutions in China that 
are working toward reducing reliance on confessions, enhancing the role of witnesses at 
trials, and creating more reliable procedures for reviewing death penalty cases. 
Æ Call on the Chinese government to publicly commit to a specific timetable for ratification of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which the Chinese government 
signed in 1998 but has not yet ratified. 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Introduction 
During the Commission’s 2019 reporting year, Chinese government and Communist Party officials continued to 
use criminal law and police power to punish their critics and to ‘‘maintain stability’’ (weiwen) with the goal of 
perpetuating one-party rule. In doing so, the Chinese government violated the freedoms and rights of Chinese 
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citizens protected under PRC laws and international human rights standards 1 and targeted rights advocates, 
religious believers, and ethnic minority groups in particular. 
Use of Criminal Law to Punish Rights Advocates This past year, authorities continued 2 to detain individuals 
under provisions in the PRC Criminal Law (CL) to suppress rights advocacy and other activities protected under 
international human rights standards.3 Selected examples follow: 
CRIMES OF ENDANGERING STATE SECURITY 
The Chinese government continued to prosecute individuals under ‘‘endangering state security’’ charges for 
peacefully exercising their rights.4 CL Articles 102 to 112—listing offenses including ‘‘subversion of state 
power,’’ 5 ‘‘separatism,’’ and ‘‘espionage’’— are collectively referred to as crimes of ‘‘endangering state 
security,’’ 6 some of which carry multi-year sentences or the death penalty.7 
• In December 2018, the Zhuhai Municipal Intermediate People’s Court in Guangdong province sentenced 
Zhen Jianghua 8 to two years in prison for ‘‘inciting subversion of 
state power.’’ 9 Authorities detained Zhen in September 2017,10 
and officially charged him in March 2018.11 Zhen is the executive director of Human Rights Campaign in China 
(HRCIC), which reports on cases involving rights advocacy and provides aid for people who are involved in or 
who have reported on advocacy cases.12 
• Beginning on December 9, 2018, public security officials in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province, took into 
custody over 100 leaders and members of the Early Rain Covenant Church, an unregistered Protestant house 
church in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province.13 Authorities criminally detained Early Rain founder and 
pastor Wang Yi 14 and placed Wang’s wife Jiang Rong 15 under ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated 
location,’’ both on suspicion of ‘‘inciting subversion of state power.’’ 16 [For more information on the 
crackdown on Early Rain, see Section II—Freedom of Religion.] 
• Additional cases in which authorities detained rights advocates on ‘‘subversion’’ grounds include human 
rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang,17 Civil Rights and Livelihood Watch founder Liu Feiyue,18 and Tiananmen 
Square protest leader Zhou Yongjun.19 
PICKING QUARRELS AND PROVOKING TROUBLE 
Authorities used the charge of ‘‘picking quarrels and provoking trouble’’ 20 under Article 293 of the PRC 
Criminal Law to punish petitioners and rights advocates.21 One Chinese legal scholar described the criminal 
charge as being ‘‘so broadly defined and ambiguously worded that prosecutors can apply it to almost any 
activity they deem undesirable, even if it may not otherwise meet the standards of criminality.’’ 22 
• In April 2019, the Chengdu Municipal Intermediate People’s Court in Chengdu, Sichuan province, tried Zhang 
Junyong,23 Fu Hailu,24 and Luo Fuyu25 and sentenced them to three years in prison, suspended for four to 
five years,26 and Chen Bing 27 to three years and six months in prison, all for ‘‘picking quarrels and provoking 
trouble.’’ 28 Authorities first detained the four in May 2016 on suspicion of ‘‘inciting subversion of state 
power’’ after Fu posted images online of satirical liquor bottles meant to commemorate the violent 
suppression of the June 4, 1989 Tiananmen pro-democracy protests.29 
• In May 2019, the Gulou District People’s Court in Xuzhou municipality, Jiangsu province, sentenced Zhang 
Kun30 to two years and six months in prison for ‘‘picking quarrels and 
provoking trouble.’’ 31 The arrest and sentencing was connected to Zhang posting a video in which he 
revealed that prison authorities at Pengcheng Prison in Yunlong district, Xuzhou, had subjected him to torture 
and abuse while he was imprisoned 
there between 2015 and 2016 for the same charge.32 
ORGANIZING AND USING A CULT TO UNDERMINE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LAW 
Authorities continued to charge members of religious communities and spiritual movements with ‘‘organizing 
and using a cult organization to undermine implementation of the law’’ under CL 
Article 300.33 For example, in January 2019, Qingshan District 
People’s Court in Baotou municipality, Inner Mongolia Autonomous 
Region, sentenced Falun Gong practitioners Wang Ying 34 and 
Wang Hongling 35 to two years in prison and one year and six 
months in prison, respectively.36 Authorities detained the two in 
connection to Falun Gong materials they distributed in Batou.37 
[For more information on official Chinese persecution of Falun 
Gong, see Section II—Freedom of Religion.] 
OTHER CRIMINAL LAW PROVISIONS 
Authorities accused rights advocates and others of other criminal offenses, including ‘‘gathering a crowd to 
disturb social order,’’ 38 ‘‘obstructing official business,’’ 39 and ‘‘illegal business activity’’ 40 on account of 
activities protected under international human rights standards.41 
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Arbitrary Detention 
Authorities continued to use various forms of arbitrary detention 42 that deprive individuals of their liberty, 
contravening international human rights standards.43 During China’s November 2018 UN Human Rights 
Council Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the Chinese government’s human rights record, non-governmental 
organizations and member states called for the Chinese government to end its use of arbitrary detention, 
including in mass internment camps used to arbitrarily detain Uyghur Muslims and other ethnic 
minority groups in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region.44 [For 
more information on arbitrary detention in China’s mass internment camps, see Section IV—Xinjiang.] During 
the UPR, China rejected calls to end various forms of arbitrary detention.45 
Descriptions of selected forms of arbitrary detention follow: 
BLACK JAILS 
Authorities continued to hold individuals in ‘‘black jails,’’ extralegal detention sites that operate outside of the 
PRC’s judicial and administrative detention systems.46 For example, authorities or individuals presumably 
acting on their behalf held rights advocates in ‘‘black jails’’ as a part of ‘‘stability maintenance’’ efforts leading 
up to the Shanghai International Import Expo in November 2018,47 and the annual meetings of the National 
People’s Congress and Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference in March 2019.48 
PSYCHIATRIC FACILITIES 
Authorities continued to forcibly commit individuals without mental illness to psychiatric facilities—a practice 
known as ‘‘bei jingshenbing’’—to punish rights advocates, despite protections in the PRC Mental Health Law 
(MHL) 49 and related regulations.50 [For more information, see Section II—Public Health.] For example, 
from August to October 2018, authorities forcibly committed Lu Qianrong 51 to a psychiatric facility in 
Changzhou municipality, Jiangsu province, reportedly due to Lu’s posting ‘‘unfavorably against the country’’ on 
social media.52 Authorities reportedly forced Lu to take daily antipsychotic medication while in detention.53 
ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTION 
Authorities continued to use administrative forms of detention, which allow officials to detain individuals 
without judicial oversight or protections for their rights under the PRC Criminal Procedure 
Law (CPL). For example, police have ordered human rights defenders to serve up to 20 days of administrative 
detention without any judicial process.54 In addition, authorities continued to operate compulsory drug 
detoxification centers 55 where they can hold detainees for up to two years.56 
This past year, Chinese authorities, human rights advocates, and legal scholars continued to call for the 
abolition of ‘‘custody and education’’ (shourong jiaoyu),57 in which public security officials 
can detain sex workers and their clients for six months to two years without judicial oversight.58 Chinese legal 
experts have questioned the legality of such ‘‘extrajudicial prisons without any due 
process.’’ 59 
Chinese Authorities’ Retaliatory Use of Criminal Law against Canadian Citizens 
On December 10, 2018, Chinese authorities separately detained Canadian citizens Michael Spavor and Michael 
Kovrig on suspicion of ‘‘endangering state security.’’ 60 Reports suggest that authorities held 
Spavor and Kovrig under ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated location’’ (RSDL),61 a coercive measure 
under the CPL that allows security authorities to hold a criminal suspect in de facto incommunicado detention 
for up to six months.62 Reports further indicate that authorities held them in conditions that some experts 
have said may amount to torture.63 In May 2019, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that 
authorities had formally arrested both Spavor and Kovrig for crimes of ‘‘endangering state security.’’ 64 
In another case involving a Canadian citizen, the Dalian Municipal Intermediate People’s Court in Liaoning 
province changed Robert Schellenberg’s sentence for drug smuggling from a 15-year imprisonment to a death 
sentence in January 2019,65 in spite of a provision in the PRC Criminal Procedure Law generally prohibiting the 
trial court from imposing a harsher sentence in a retrial.66 The court cited ‘‘new 
evidence’’ for the change in Schellenberg’s original November 2018 judgment of 15 years.67 Moreover, 
Chinese lawyers and international observers noted irregularities in Schellenberg’s case, namely, the court of 
second instance having remanded the case without being requested to do so 
by the procuratorate, as well as the expediency with which the court of 
first instance concluded the case on remand (16 days), compared to the 
first round of proceedings (two years).68 
Observers suggested that the detentions of Spavor and Kovrig as well 
as the death sentence of Schellenberg, were likely Chinese authorities’ 
attempt to exert pressure on the Canadian government 69 for the arrest 
of the chief financial officer of the Chinese technology company 
Huawei,70 Meng Wanzhou,71 whom Canadian authorities detained based 



 

141 
 

on an extradition request made by the U.S. Department of Justice.72 
‘‘RETENTION IN CUSTODY’’ (LIUZHI) UNDER THE PRC SUPERVISION LAW 
The PRC Supervision Law (Supervision Law),73 authorizes the National Supervisory Commission (NSC) to 
investigate suspected official misconduct 74 using methods including ‘‘retention in custody’’ (liuzhi),75 an 
extrajudicial form of detention that allows NSC 
officials to hold individuals without legal representation.76 ‘‘Retention in custody’’ contravenes rights 
guaranteed by international 
legal standards, as it denies the ‘‘minimum guarantees’’ of those 
charged as a criminal including access to counsel, and to be tried 
while present.77 
In early October 2018, authorities placed then President of the 
International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol), Meng 
Hongwei, under liuzhi while he was on a trip to China.78 NSC officials transferred Meng’s case to the Supreme 
People’s 
Procuratorate, which approved his arrest on April 23, 2019.79 In 
June 2019, while on trial in the Tianjin No. 1 Intermediate People’s 
Court, Meng pled guilty to taking bribes.80 One Chinese commentator noted that the NSC’s detention of the 
president of an organization such as Interpol highlights a ‘‘new normal’’ of Chinese authorities arresting Party 
officials in anti-corruption cases despite their positions in prominent international organizations.81 
Ongoing Challenges in the Implementation of the Criminal Procedure Law 
This past year, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee passed legislation that could adversely 
affect the rights of prisoners and detainees. In addition, the Commission continued to observe reports of 
authorities violating the rights of detainees, despite protections in the PRC Criminal Procedure Law (CPL) 82 
and international human rights standards.83 
LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENTS 
In October 2018, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee passed an amendment to the CPL.84 In 
cases of corruption, state security, and terrorism,85 the amendment allows courts to try 
defendants in absentia, which violates international fair trial 
standards.86 Rights groups warned that Chinese authorities might 
use this amendment to threaten and punish human rights defenders outside of China through abuse of 
international arrest warrants.87 
The CPL amendment also provides for lenient and expedited sentencing, both of which require the defendant 
to ‘‘voluntarily’’ confess his or her crime, despite ongoing concerns about the reliance 
on coerced confessions in China’s criminal justice system.88 ‘‘Lenient sentencing’’ is allowed if the defendant 
admits to a crime, does not dispute the facts of the case, and willingly accepts punishment.89 Additionally, the 
amendment provides for expedited sentencing in cases under the jurisdiction of basic-level people’s courts 
of a defendant who faces a maximum three-year sentence, has confessed, accepted punishment, and who 
agrees to the use of an expedited process.90 
COERCED CONFESSIONS 
Authorities continued to coerce detainees to confess guilt to crimes, in violation of the CPL,91 and in some 
cases forced detainees to recite apparently scripted remarks in court or on camera 
while in pretrial custody.92 For example, in or around January 2019, authorities reportedly forced more than 
20 university students involved in labor advocacy to watch video confessions of four young labor rights 
advocates— Yue Xin,93 Shen Mengyu,94 Gu Jiayue,95 and Zheng Yongming 96—whom authorities detained in 
August 2018 after they had helped organize protests in support of workers’ attempts 
to organize a union at Jasic Technology in Shenzhen municipality, Guangdong province.97 The students 
reported that the videos appeared coerced,98 and that authorities showed the video confessions 
in order to deter students from further activism.99 [For more information on the Jasic student protests 
advocating labor rights, see 
Section II—Worker Rights. For information on the televised confession of former Supreme People’s Court 
Judge Wang Linqing, see 
Section III—Access to Justice.] 
PROLONGED PRETRIAL DETENTION 
Authorities in some cases held suspects in pretrial detention beyond limits allowed in the CPL 100 and 
international human rights standards.101 Observers indicate that detainees held in prolonged pretrial 
detention are at an increased risk of torture.102 
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• For example, in February 2017, authorities in Beijing municipality detained Falun Gong practitioner Sun Qian 
for ‘‘organizing and using a cult to undermine implementation of the law.’’ 103 During her trial in September 
2018, Sun said that she was tortured while in custody,104 and lawyers have noted that in addition to arbitrary 
and prolonged pretrial detention, authorities have prevented her from obtaining legal counsel by 
harassing and intimidating 11 different lawyers she had hired to represent her.105 
• This past year, Chinese courts tried and sentenced individuals after prolonged periods of pretrial detention, 
including human rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang 106 (pretrial detention of almost three years and six 
months),107 four men in the ‘‘June Fourth liquor’’ case (almost three years of pretrial detention for each),108 
and founder of rights website 64 Tianwang Huang Qi 109 (held for two years and eight months before 
receiving a sentence).110 
ACCESS TO COUNSEL 
Authorities continued to deny some criminal suspects meetings with their lawyers and to prevent others from 
hiring their preferred attorneys, particularly in cases involving rights advocates. 
Chinese law grants suspects and defendants the right to hire 111 and meet with defense counsel,112 but it 
restricts meetings in cases of ‘‘endangering state security,’’ such as terrorism, or significant bribes,113 as well 
as for those held in ‘‘residential surveillance at  designated location’’ (RSDL),114 contravening international 
standards.115 For example, in January 2019, the Tianjin No. 2 Intermediate People’s Court sentenced human 
rights lawyer Wang Quanzhang to four years and six months in prison for ‘‘inciting subversion of state power,’’ 
a crime of ‘‘endangering state security.’’ 116 Authorities prevented lawyers appointed by Wang’s wife, Li 
Wenzu, from representing Wang in court,117 and Wang dismissed his stateappointed lawyer during the 
trial.118 Wang is well known for taking on cases of Falun Gong practitioners, petitioners, and others 
deemed ‘‘politically sensitive’’ by authorities, and had been in custody since the July 2015 crackdown on 
human rights lawyers.119 
Several international observers expressed concern over Wang’s deprivation of counsel and continued 
detention.120 [For more information on access to counsel and the harassment and prosecution of 
rights lawyers, see Section III—Access to Justice.] 
RESIDENTIAL SURVEILLANCE AT A DESIGNATED LOCATION 
Authorities continued to place some criminal suspects in ‘‘residential surveillance at a designated location’’ 
(RSDL),121 a form of incommunicado detention that can last up to six months,122 restricts access to 
counsel,123 and places detainees at risk of abuse by authorities.124 
For example, in January 2019, authorities detained former Chinese official and Australian citizen Yang 
Hengjun125 when he arrived in China from New York.126 Authorities placed Yang in 
RSDL on suspicion of ‘‘endangering national security.’’ 127 Authorities did not inform the Australian embassy 
within three days of 
Yang’s detention in violation of the China-Australian consular 
agreement.128 In August 2019, Chinese authorities notified Australian diplomats that Yang had been formally 
arrested on suspicion of committing espionage.129 Yang has written articles critical 
of the Chinese government.130 
Torture and Abuse in Custody 
Authorities continued to torture and abuse detainees,131 violating international standards.132 Examples 
include the following: 
• On February 28, 2019, rights lawyer Jiang Tianyong completed his two-year prison term for ‘‘inciting 
subversion of state power.’’ 133 Upon his release, Jiang told his wife that authorities had deprived him of 
sunlight and ordered him to sit on a marble block for prolonged periods, injuring his spine and 
causing him to no longer be able to sit up straight.134 Jiang’s 
wife also said that Jiang suffered from depression and significant memory loss.135 
• In December 2018, Lee Jingyu, wife of Taiwanese college employee and non-governmental organization 
(NGO) volunteer Lee Ming-cheh,136 reported that authorities in Chishan Prison in Nanzui township, Yuanjiang 
city, Yiyang municipality, 
Hunan province, required her husband to work more than 10 
hours a day without a day of rest, and served him and other 
prisoners rotten food.137 Under such treatment, Lee has reportedly lost significant weight.138 After she made 
public statements concerning her prison visit, authorities revoked Lee 
Jingyu’s right to visit her husband for three months.139 In 
2017, authorities sentenced Lee Ming-cheh to five years’ imprisonment for ‘‘subversion of state power.’’ 140 
Medical Care in Custody 
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Authorities continued to deny or fail to provide adequate medical care to some detainees, which violates 
international human rights standards 141 and may amount to torture.142 
• Human rights website 64 Tianwang founder Huang Qi, 
whom authorities detained in 2016,143 suffers from ‘‘high blood 
pressure, heart disease, [a] chronic kidney condition, and hydrocephalus.’’ 144 The Mianyang Municipality 
Public Security Bureau (PSB) in Sichuan province has denied requests to release Huang on ‘‘bail on medical 
grounds.’’ 145 In October 2018, Huang reportedly told his lawyer that authorities in Sichuan manipulated 
readings of his high blood pressure and the Mianyang PSB rejected attempts by detention center officials 
to allow additional treatment due to ‘‘political’’ reasons.146 In January 2019, the Mianyang Municipal 
Intermediate People’s Court tried Huang on charges of ‘‘illegally providing state secrets to foreign entities’’ 
and ‘‘intentionally leaking state secrets.’’ 147 During the trial, Huang dismissed his lawyer out of 
concern for his lawyer’s safety.148 In July 2019, the court sentenced Huang to 12 years in prison.149 
• In July 2019, legal advocate Ji Sizun150 died in a hospital 
less than three months after completing a term of four years 
and six months in prison, which authorities reportedly imposed 
in connection to his support of the 2014 Hong Kong pro-democracy protests (‘‘Umbrella Movement’’).151 
Despite having completed his sentence in April, Ji remained in the custody of authorities in Fujian province, 
who placed him in a local hospital 
and restricted family visits.152 Ji suffered a paralyzing stroke 
in prison, intestinal cancer, and other illnesses, but authorities 
reportedly denied him adequate medical treatment and denied 
applications for medical parole.153 Ji died after his condition 
worsened due to internal bleeding.154 Within hours of Ji’s 
death, police officers reportedly coerced Ji’s family to consent 
to immediate cremation.155 
Wrongful Conviction 
Although authorities highlighted efforts to correct past wrongful 
convictions and to prevent future ones,156 some Chinese legal experts expressed concern about continued 
abusive practices that facilitated wrongful convictions, such as illegal collection of evidence 
and coerced confessions.157 The Dui Hua Foundation noted how authorities’ use of unreliable jailhouse 
informants could lead to 
wrongful convictions.158 
The Commission observed reports of wrongful convictions overturned this year: 
• In November 2018, the Jilin Province High People’s Court 
found Jin Zhehong—who had already served 23 years in prison—not guilty because ‘‘the evidence was 
insufficient and the 
facts were not clear’’ in the murder of a 20-year old woman.159 
One of Jin’s lawyers said his client had ‘‘repeatedly accused the 
investigators of using torture to extract confessions out of 
him.’’ 160 
• In January 2019, the Liaoyuan Municipal Intermediate People’s Court in Jilin province ordered 4.6 million-
yuan (approximately US$670,000) compensation for Liu Zhonglin after he 
served 25 years in prison.161 During his 1994 trial for murder, 
Liu did not have a lawyer present, and has maintained that 
police tortured him to obtain a confession.162 
Policing 
This past year, authorities continued to develop technology-based means to help public security officials track 
persons of interest.163 These developments are based in part on large-scale, sometimes involuntary collection 
of personal data—raising concerns about privacy and public security officials’ capacity to crack down on rights 
advocates and other targeted persons.164 Collection of personal information, including biometric data, may 
violate privacy protections in international human rights instruments,165 and the Commission 
did not observe efforts by authorities to bring the collection or use of such information in line with 
international standards.166 Examples of technology used to track and collect data on individuals included 167 
smart glasses,168 artificial intelligence,169 facial recognition,170 and drones.171 Authorities increasingly used 
technology 
that can scan facial features as well as vehicle license plates 172 for 
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comparison against a centralized database linked with other personal information.173 At times the technology 
was used in conjunction with the social credit system.174 [For more information on the 
social credit system, see Section II—Business and Human Rights.] 
Reports indicated that authorities use such technology to publicly shame individual lawbreakers.175 While 
such technology could aid criminal investigations, observers have noted the risk involved in authorities using 
the technology against human rights advocates.176 Reports indicated that U.S. and Chinese firms aided 
Chinese police in developing their surveillance technology.177 [For more information on the involvement of 
U.S. companies in the Chinese government’s development and procurement of surveillance technology, see 
Section II—Business and Human Rights. For information on public security and counterterrorism policy 
implementation in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, see Section IV— Xinjiang.] In addition, in February 
2019, new provisions from the Ministry of Public Security took effect 178 with the stated purpose of 
‘‘protecting the law enforcement authority of the police.’’ 179 The provisions address concerns for police 
officers’ safety when their interaction with citizens becomes violent by permitting the Ministry of 
Public Security to punish ‘‘actors who violate the law enforcement 
authority of the police,’’ 180 as well as reducing the liability of individual police for damage caused in the line 
of duty.181 A Chinese 
legal expert asserted that under the new regulations, the increase 
in police authority comes at the expense of citizens’ rights.182 
Death Penalty 
Following the November 2018 session of the UN Human Rights 
Council’s Universal Periodic Review of the Chinese government’s 
human rights record, the Chinese government rejected all recommendations calling for reform of its use of the 
death penalty,183 
and continued 184 to claim that it reserved the death penalty for a 
small number of crimes and only the most serious offenders.185 
Amnesty International, however, estimated that authorities 
‘‘execute[d] and sentence[d] to death thousands of people,’’ more 
than any other country,186 and officials voiced support for the continued use of the death penalty.187 The 
Chinese government classifies statistics on its use of the death penalty as a ‘‘state secret,’’ 188 
and the Commission did not observe official reports on overall 
death penalty numbers. 
According to a French NGO, authorities disproportionately sentenced religious minorities, including Uyghurs of 
the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region, to the death penalty for their religious beliefs.189 For example, in a case 
reported by Radio Free Asia 
in November 2018, authorities sentenced to death prominent 
Uyghur businessman and philanthropist, Abdughappar 
Abdurusul, reportedly for taking a trip to Saudi Arabia for the 
Hajj pilgrimage.190 [For more information on the crackdown on Uyghurs in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region, see Section 
IV—Xinjiang.] 
Organ Harvesting 
Between July and August 2019, two scientific journals retracted 
at least 13 transplant studies by authors in China published between 2008 and 2014.191 The studies were 
retracted after a 
bioethicist and her colleagues raised concerns that organs in certain studies may have been sourced from 
executed prisoners in China.192 
 
Notes to Section II—Criminal Justice 
1Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Xingshi Susong Fa [PRC Criminal Procedure Law], passed July 1, 1979, amended and 
effective October 26, 2018, arts. 2, 4, 52, 56, 123, 135–39, and 156– 59; Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo Jingshen Weisheng 
Fa [PRC Mental Health Law], passed October 26, 2012, effective May 1, 2013, arts. 27, 29, 30, 32, 75(5), 78(1); Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted and proclaimed by UN General Assembly resolution 217A (III) of December 10, 1948; 
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[...] FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
Findings 
• Observers have described religious persecution in China over the last year to be of an intensity not seen 
since the Cultural Revolution. The Chinese government under President and Communist Party General 
Secretary Xi Jinping has doubled down on the ‘‘sinicization’’ of religion—a campaign that aims to 
bring religion in China under closer official control and in line with officially sanctioned interpretations of 
Chinese culture. Authorities have expanded the ‘‘sinicization’’ campaign to target not only religions perceived 
as ‘‘foreign,’’ such as Islam and Christianity, but also Chinese Buddhism, Taoism, and folk religious beliefs. 
• Party disciplinary regulations were revised to impose harsher punishments on Party members for 
manifestations of religious belief. 
• In sharp contrast to their past treatment of Buddhist and Taoist communities, local officials directly targeted 
local Buddhist and Taoist sites of worship throughout China. Local officials in the provinces of Liaoning, Shanxi, 
Hubei, and Hebei ordered the destruction of Buddhist statues. In past decades, government and Party officials 
had rarely targeted Chinese Buddhist and Taoist communities with direct suppression— both were considered 
to be relatively compliant with Party and government leadership and compatible with the official promotion of 
traditional Chinese culture. 
• In September 2018, the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs signed an agreement with the Holy See, paving 
the way for the unification of state-sanctioned and underground Catholic communities. Subsequently, local 
Chinese authorities subjected Catholic believers in China to increased persecution by demolishing churches, 
removing crosses, and continuing to detain underground clergy. The Party-led Catholic national religious 
organizations also published a plan to ‘‘sinicize’’ Catholicism in China. 
• As in previous years, authorities continued to detain Falun Gong practitioners and subject them to harsh 
treatment, with at least 931 practitioners sentenced for criminal ‘‘cult’’ offenses in 2018. Human rights 
organizations and Falun Gong practitioners documented coercive and violent practices against practitioners in 
custody, including physical violence, forced drug administration, sleep deprivation, and other forms of torture. 
• Violations of the religious freedom of Hui Muslim believers continued to intensify, with plans to apply ‘‘anti-
terrorism’’ measures currently used in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) in the Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region (Ningxia)—a region with a high concentration of Hui Muslim believers. A five-year plan to 
‘‘sinicize’’ Islam in China was passed in January 2019. Meanwhile, ongoing policies included measures requiring 
Islamic religious leaders and lay believers to demonstrate their political reliability. 
• Religious communities outside of the five religions that are the main objects of official regulation continued 
to exist in China, but the religious practices of communities that previously received tacit recognition and 
support were subject to repression over the last year. 
Recommendations 
Members of the U.S. Congress and Administration officials are encouraged to: 
Æ Call on the Chinese government to guarantee to all citizens freedom of religion in accordance with its 
international human rights obligations. Stress to Chinese authorities that freedom of religion includes the right 
to freely adopt beliefs and practice religious activities without government interference. 
Æ Stress to the Chinese government that the right to freedom of religion includes, but is not limited to: the 
right of Buddhists and Taoists to carry out activities in temples and to select monastic teachers independent of 
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state control; the right of Catholics to be led by clergy who are selected and who conduct their ministry 
according to the standard called for by Catholic religious beliefs; the right of Falun Gong practitioners to freely 
practice Falun Gong inside China; the right of Muslims to freely preach, undertake overseas pilgrimage, select 
and train religious leaders, and wear clothing with religious significance; the right of Protestants to exercise 
their faith free from state controls over doctrine and worship, and free from harassment, detention, and other 
abuses for public and private manifestations of their faith, including the display of crosses; and the right of 
members of other religious communities to be free from state control and harassment. 
Æ Call for the release of Chinese citizens confined, detained, or imprisoned for peacefully pursuing their 
religious beliefs, as well as people confined, detained, or imprisoned in connection 
to their association with those people. The Administration should use existing laws to hold accountable 
Chinese government officials and others complicit in severe religious freedom restrictions, including by using 
the sanctions available in the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act (Public 
Law No. 114–328) and the International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (Public Law No. 105–292). Ensure that 
conditions related to religious freedom are taken into account when negotiating any trade agreement as 
mandated by the Bipartisan Congressional Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of 2015 (Public Law No. 114–
26). 
Æ Call on the Chinese government to fully implement accepted recommendations from its October 2013 
session of the UN Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review, including taking necessary measures to 
ensure that rights to freedom of religion, religious culture, and expression are fully observed and protected; 
cooperating with the UN human rights system, specifically UN special procedures and mandate holders; 
facilitating visits to China for UN High Commissioners; taking steps to ensure that lawyers working to advance 
religious rights can practice their profession freely, and promptly investigating allegations of violence and 
intimidation impeding their work; and considering possible revisions to legislation and administrative rules to 
provide better protection of freedom of religion. 
Æ Call on the Chinese government to abolish Article 300 of the PRC Criminal Law, which criminalizes 
‘‘organizing and using a cult to undermine implementation of the law,’’ and Article 27 of the PRC Public 
Security Administration Punishment Law, which provides for detention or fines for organizing or inciting others 
to engage in ‘‘cult’’ activities and for using ‘‘cults’’ or the ‘‘guise of religion’’ to disturb social order or to harm 
others’ health. 
Æ Encourage U.S. political leaders to visit religious sites in China to raise awareness of and promote freedom of 
religion. 
FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
International and Chinese Law on Religious Freedom 
Both Chinese and international law provide guarantees of religious freedom. Despite these guarantees, the 
Commission continued to observe widespread and systematic violation of the principles of religious freedom, 
as Chinese authorities exercised broad discretion over religious practice. 
Under international law, freedom of religion or belief encompasses both the right to form, hold, and change 
convictions, beliefs, and religion—which cannot be restricted—and the right to outwardly manifest those 
beliefs—which can be limited for certain, specific justifications.1 These principles are codified in various 
international instruments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).2 China has signed 3 and stated its intent to ratify 4 the ICCPR, which 
obligates China to refrain in good faith from acts that would defeat the treaty’s purpose.5 
Article 36 of China’s Constitution guarantees citizens ‘‘freedom of religious belief’’ and protection for ‘‘normal 
religious activities.’’ 6 With essential terms such as ‘‘normal’’ undefined, it is unclear whether China’s 
Constitution protects the same range of belief and outward manifestation that is recognized under 
international law.7 
Nevertheless, China’s Constitution and other legal provisions 8 join the ICCPR in prohibiting discrimination 
based on religion 9 and loosely parallel the ICCPR’s prohibition on coercion 10 by forbidding state agencies, 
social organizations, and individuals from compelling citizens to believe or not believe in any religion.11 
China’s Constitution prohibits ‘‘making use of religion to engage in activities that disrupt social order, impair 
the health of citizens, or interfere with the educational system of the State.’’ 12 The ICCPR does allow State 
Parties to restrict outward manifestations of religion or belief, but such restrictions must be ‘‘prescribed by 
law and . . . necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and 
freedoms of others.’’ 13 
Policies and Regulations Pertaining to Religious Freedom 
• Top Chinese officials continued to emphasize the importance of the national-level campaign to ‘‘sinicize’’ 
religion. Members of the Standing Committee of the Communist Party Central Committee Political Bureau 
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(Politburo)—China’s top policymaking body—continued to highlight the need to ‘‘sinicize’’ religion in China at 
national-level political gatherings.14 Politburo Standing Committee member Wang Yang promoted the 
campaign among lower level officials through local visits 15 and in meetings with state-affiliated religious 
organizations.16 Party General Secretary Xi Jinping announced ‘‘the need to uphold the sinicization of religion 
in order to actively guide religions to adapt to socialist society’’ in 2015,17 and the subsequent ‘‘sinicization’’ 
campaign aims to bring religion in China under closer official control and in line with officially sanctioned 
interpretations of Chinese culture.18 In the years following, officials have escalated the repression of religious 
practice, which one scholar of Chinese politics has characterized as being the worst since the Cultural 
Revolution.19 
• The ‘‘sinicization’’ campaign characterizes control over religious groups as connected to national security 
and foreign affairs. The repression of religion is happening alongside a general crackdown on popular culture 
20 as the Party responds to the increased complexity of society and the growth of new groups in the period of 
economic reform and opening.21 Religious believers are among the social groups of which Chinese officials are 
the most wary.22 This is in part because the fast growth and the level of organization within certain religious 
communities represents the potential for competing with the Party and government monopoly on collective 
organization.23 Party and government officials accuse some of these religious communities of being used by 
foreign forces to ‘‘infiltrate’’ Chinese society,24 targeting Christian, Muslim, and Tibetan Buddhist groups in 
particular as retaining undue foreign influence.25 Official pronouncements also identified ‘‘extremism’’ as a 
particular problem that officials should address within Islam.26 Meanwhile, Party and government policy 
promoted the Chinese Buddhist community to project an image of China as a country supporting Buddhism 
while fostering connections with majority-Buddhist countries.27 
• Administration of religious affairs and implementation of the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs. 
Local government bureaus continued to be responsible for managing religious affairs.28 These religious affairs 
agencies have effective authority over the state-sanctioned ‘‘patriotic’’ religious associations that act as 
liaisons between the government and practitioners of the five ‘‘main’’ religions in China,29 while the Party’s 
United Front Work Department vets the association leaders.30 Public security bureaus are generally 
responsible for enforcement of laws against religious activity that authorities deem illegal.31 Following 
President and Party General Secretary Xi Jinping’s exhortations to focus on religious work,32 the regulatory 
framework for religion imposed increased restrictions on religious freedom through revisions to the 
Regulations on Religious Affairs that took effect on February 1, 2018.33 The revisions include prohibitions on 
groups, schools, and venues engaging in or hosting religious activities unless they have been officially 
designated as religious (Article 41) and on clergy acting as religious professionals without official certification 
(Article 36).34 The revisions also established legal responsibilities and penalties for violations of the 
regulations, including fining those who ‘‘provide the conditions’’ for unauthorized religious activities (Article 
71).35 
• Other laws and Party policies also continued to restrict citizens’ freedom to hold religious beliefs and 
practice religion. Article 300 of the PRC Criminal Law criminalizes ‘‘organizing and using a cult to undermine 
implementation of the law,’’ 36 and the PRC National Security Law prohibits ‘‘the use of religion to conduct 
illegal criminal activities that threaten state security.’’ 37 The latter also contains mandates to ‘‘maintain the 
order of normal religious activities,’’ ‘‘oppose the interference of foreign influence into domestic religious 
affairs,’’ and ‘‘suppress cult organizations.’’ 38 
• Revised Party disciplinary regulations impose harsher punishments on Party members for manifestations of 
religious belief. New disciplinary measures for Party members that increased the penalty for involvement in 
religious activities in violation of Party policies from a warning for a ‘‘minor offense’’ to dismissal took effect on 
October 1, 2018.39 One international law expert has noted that because Party membership to a large degree 
determines the extent to which citizens may participate in public life, the ban on religious belief 
for Party members constitutes discrimination against religious believers and a violation of freedom of religious 
belief.40 Buddhism (Non-Tibetan) and Taoism In sharp contrast to the past treatment of Buddhist and Taoist 
communities, the Commission observed numerous reports of local officials ordering the destruction of 
Buddhist statues throughout China, including in the provinces of Liaoning, Shanxi, Hubei, and Hebei.41 Officials 
in Dalian municipality, Liaoning province, ordered Buddhist iconography taken down and replaced with the 
Chinese national flag.42 In September 2018, the Party secretary of Hebei province threatened county-level 
officials with dismissal if a large bronze Guanyin bodhisattva statue in their jurisdiction was not demolished.43 
In November 2017 the State Administration for Religious Affairs and 11 other central Party and government 
departments issued a joint opinion targeted at combating commercialization in Buddhism and Taoism that 
prohibited the construction of large outdoor statues so as to avoid negative effects on ‘‘the 
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healthy development of [the two religions’] dissemination.’’ 44 One human rights expert has noted that when 
a state distinguishes between proper and improper conduct in order to uphold religious standards or to 
enhance the legitimacy of particular religions over others, it violates the state neutrality necessary to maintain 
the free exercise of religious freedom.45 
A large number of Chinese citizens engage in Buddhist and Taoist practices, with estimates of around 244 
million Buddhists as of 2010,46 and 173 million citizens engaging in some Taoist practices as of 2007.47 [For 
information on Tibetan Buddhism, see Section V—Tibet.] Both communities have been subjected to extensive 
regulation and control by officials: government authorities connected with local religious affairs bureaus are 
involved with the administration of officially sanctioned temples; all candidates for the clergy 
must obtain the approval of the local patriotic association and religious affairs bureau for ordination; 48 and 
Buddhist ordinations themselves are restricted by the state-run patriotic associations.49 
In past decades, government and Party officials rarely targeted Chinese Buddhist and Taoist communities with 
direct suppression—both were considered to be relatively compliant with Party and government leadership 
and compatible with the official promotion of traditional Chinese culture.50 At the outset of th 
implementation of ‘‘sinicization’’ policies in Buddhist and Taoist contexts, 
 officials had sought to bolster the idea of these two religions as indigenous religions embodying Chinese 
culture and values so that they might serve as a bulwark against ‘‘infiltration’’ of other values via religions 
perceived as foreign.51 Officials also sought to leverage the Buddhist and Taoist communities to foster 
closer diplomatic ties with other countries with significant Buddhist or Taoist communities—an aim that has 
persisted within this reporting year to include overtures toward majority-Buddhist countries.52 
Christianity—Catholicism 
The number of Catholics in China is estimated to be around 10.5 million,53 and they have historically been 
divided between ‘‘official’’ congregations led by state-sanctioned bishops and ‘‘underground’’ congregations 
whose bishops are not recognized by the Chinese government.54 Official statistics reported in 2018 that 6 
million Catholics were part of officially sanctioned congregations 55 with bishops selected by Party-led 
religious organizations and ordained by other official bishops—a process described by the Chinese government 
as ‘‘self-selection and self-ordination.’’ 56 Underground Catholic believers have historically avoided the 
ministry of official bishops because of the belief that legitimate ecclesiastical authority can be conferred only 
by the Pope’s mandate,57 and also an objection to official bishops’ affiliation with the Party-led body for 
Catholic leadership in China, the Catholic Patriotic Association (CPA).58 Underground clergy are frequently 
subjected to detention and other government pressure to compel them to join the CPA.59 The Holy See and 
the Chinese government announced a provisional agreement on the appointment of bishops on September 22, 
2018.60 A representative for the Holy See stated that its aim was for Chinese Catholic believers to have 
bishops recognized by both the Holy See and Chinese authorities,61 while observers noted that the Chinese 
government was likely seeking to increase its control over the underground community.62 Although the terms 
of the agreement were not made public, a source familiar with the negotiations stated that the agreement 
gave the Chinese government the authority to nominate bishops, which the Pope would retain the right to 
veto.63 The Holy See also recognized seven formerly excommunicated official bishops as part of the deal,64 
having already asked two underground bishops to give up their positions to make way for two of these state-
sanctioned bishops; 65 the Chinese government made no commitments toward recognizing the more than 30 
underground bishops.66 Observers and Catholic believers expressed concern that the 
agreement did not provide sufficient support for the Chinese Catholic community,67 with one scholar pointing 
out that the authorities’ persecution of both underground and official Catholic communities 
has actually intensified over the last year under the ‘‘sinicization’’ campaign.68 In spring 2019, authorities 
detained three underground priests of Xuanhua diocese in Hebei province.69 
Christianity—Protestantism 
During the 2019 reporting year, Chinese officials further 70 escalated the repression of Protestant Christian 
belief. While official repression has historically focused on unregistered church communities (commonly 
referred to as ‘‘house churches’’), believers worshiping at state-sanctioned churches have also become targets 
of state restrictions under President Xi Jinping.71 The number of Chinese Protestants is estimated to number 
around 60 to 80 million.72 
Instances of official persecution recorded by U.S.-based organization advocating for religious freedom, 
ChinaAid Association (ChinaAid), increased from 1,265 in 2017 to more than 10,000 in 2018.73 
Much of the increased repression targeted house church communities. Several major house churches with 
hundreds to thousands of members were forcibly closed: Zion Church and Shouwang Church, among the 
largest unregistered churches in Beijing municipality, were banned in September 2018 and March 2019, 
respectively; 74 Rongguili Church, an important church in southern China, Guangzhou municipality, Guangdong 
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province, was forced to suspend activities in December 2018; 75 and Early Rain Covenant Church (Early Rain) 
in Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province, was declared an ‘‘illegal social organization’’ in December 2018.76 
Beginning December 9, authorities also detained more than 100 Early Rain church members for several days, 
including Early Rain pastor Wang Qi,77 who, along with three other church members, remained in criminal 
detention as of August 2019.78 Local authorities also banned or shut down activities at numerous other house 
churches across China,79 with a campaign in Henan province reportedly aiming to close more than two-thirds 
of all churches within the province.80 Local authorities in different 
areas also pressured unregistered churches to disband with repeated raids and harassment,81 heavy 
administrative penalties,82 termination of electricity and water supplies,83 and compelling landlords to evict 
churches from meeting spaces.84 Authorities also subjected individual members of house church communities 
to detention: ChinaAid recorded more than 5,000 detentions in 2018, more than 1,000 of which were of 
church leaders.85 Members were also subject to other rights abuses—for example, various people 
connected to Early Rain, including lawyers defending the detained, reported ongoing detentions 86 and 
disappearances,87 denying detainees access to lawyers,88 and various forms of harassment, including physical 
assault, eviction, cutting off utilities, death threats, and surveillance.89 Authorities also tried to compel at least 
one member to sign a statement renouncing the church.90 Officials in different localities violated believers’ 
freedom of religion by eliminating their options to join unregistered churches, shutting down state-sanctioned 
churches, and increasing control over remaining churches. In some cases, unregistered house 
churches were pressured into joining the state-sponsored ThreeSelf Patriotic Movement (TSPM)—a national 
religious organization responsible for maintaining political relations between the Protestant community and 
Party and government leadership.91 In some areas, officials refused to let churches register and demanded 
instead that individual believers join already-established TSPM churches.92 In Henan, even TSPM churches 
were ordered closed by officials, with most of the 10,000 churches shut down in Henan in 2018 being state-
sponsored.93 For many of the remaining TSPM churches in Henan and in other areas such as Beijing 
municipality,government officials implemented measures subjecting congregations to increased control, for 
example, by requiring the installation of surveillance equipment inside church buildings.94 
In many areas, local authorities required both TSPM and house churches to demonstrate political loyalty to the 
Chinese Communist Party and Chinese government, for example, by requiring changes to church services to 
include singing the national anthem and speeches by government officials, as well as demanding that churches 
hang national flags, portraits of President Xi, and posters listing ‘‘socialist core values,’’ while also ordering the 
removal of Christian symbols such as crosses and signs with Christian messages.95 In parts of Henan province, 
the prohibition on Christian symbols was extended to the homes of believers.96 
Falun Gong 
As in previous years, authorities continued to detain Falun Gong 
practitioners and subject them to harsh treatment.97 Due to government suppression, it is difficult to 
determine the number of 
Falun Gong practitioners in China.98 Chinese authorities commonly prosecute Falun Gong practitioners under 
Article 300 of the 
PRC Criminal Law; 99 the Falun Gong-affiliated website Clear Wisdom reported that at least 931 practitioners 
were sentenced under 
Article 300 in 2018, with the greatest number sentenced in the 
northern provinces of Liaoning, Shandong, Hebei, and 
Heilongjiang.100 In November 2018, two lawyers had their licenses 
to practice temporarily suspended by the Ministry of Justice in 
Changsha municipality, Hunan province, for arguments made in 
defense of Falun Gong practitioners against Article 300 charges.101 
International human rights non-governmental organization Dui 
Hua Foundation characterized the penalties as part of an incipient 
pattern of official punishment of attorneys representing politically 
sensitive clients that will likely discourage other criminal defense 
lawyers from pursuing ‘‘perfectly legal and effective defense strategies.’’ 102 Clear Wisdom, an organization 
that reports on the Falun 
Gong community, documented coercive and violent practices 
against practitioners during custody, including physical violence,103 
forced drug administration,104 sleep deprivation,105 and other 
forms of torture.106 In February 2019, Clear Wisdom reported 69 
confirmed deaths of Falun Gong practitioners in 2018 due to abuse 
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by officials.107 
Islam 
Violations of the religious freedom of the 10.5 million 108 Hui 
Muslim believers continued to intensify, with observers raising 
alarm at an announcement in November 2018 that authorities in 
the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region (Ningxia) had signed an ‘‘antiterrorism’’ cooperation agreement with 
counterparts in the Xinjiang 
Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR).109 The agreement would 
apply ‘‘anti-terrorism’’ measures currently used in the XUAR to 
Ningxia—a region with a high concentration of Hui Muslim believers.110 Ningxia authorities announced in 
March 2019 that they 
would launch ‘‘thorough inspections’’ of religious venues and carried out ‘‘innovative’’ religious management 
measures, such as raising national flags in mosques and organizing religious leaders to 
study the Chinese Constitution, socialist core values, and traditional classical Chinese culture.111 Local officials 
in Weishan Yi 
and Hui Autonomous County, Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture, 
Yunnan province, reportedly accused Hui Muslim believers of engaging in ‘‘illegal religious activities’’ and 
forcibly evicted the local 
Muslim community from three mosques in December 2018 before 
a planned demolition.112 [For more information on Uyghur Muslim 
believers, see Section IV—Xinjiang; for more information on Muslim believers of other ethnic minority 
backgrounds, see Section II— 
Ethnic Minority Rights.] 
A five-year plan to ‘‘sinicize’’ Islam in China was passed in January 2019.113 Meanwhile, ongoing policies 
included measures requiring Islamic religious leaders and lay believers to demonstrate their 
‘‘political reliability’’—for example, to be officially certified, imams 
and other religious personnel must be educated at one of 10 statesanctioned Islamic schools or otherwise 
obtain equivalent education,114 and be vetted by the local religious affairs bureau and 
the China Islamic Association.115 After certification, religious leaders are required to continue attending 
political training sessions.116 
All Chinese Muslims seeking to carry out the Hajj pilgrimage must 
fulfill requirements for ‘‘political reliability,’’ including taking ‘‘patriotic education’’ classes, obtaining the 
approval of their local religious affairs bureau, and participating only through tours arranged 
by the China Islamic Assocation.117 
Other Religious Communities 
Religious communities outside of the five religions that are the 
main objects of official regulation 118 continued to exist in China, 
but the religious practice of communities that previously received 
tacit recognition and support were subject to repression over the 
last year. For example, although folk religion was acknowledged in 
a 2018 white paper issued by the State Council Information Office,119 authorities in Jiangsu province launched 
a wide-scale campaign from February through March 2019 to demolish over 5,900 
temples of tudigong, a god from traditional Chinese folk religion.120 
Authorities also destroyed religious iconography and filled in the mikveh (a bath used for religious ceremonies) 
in a synagogue in Kaifeng municipality, Henan province, and subjected the Jewish community of less than 
1,000 to other increased restrictions, including the cancelation of plans for foreign support for the local Jewish 
community.121 
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INSTITUTIONS OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 
Findings 
• China’s one-party authoritarian political system remains out of compliance with international human rights 
standards because authorities deprived citizens of the right to meaningfully participate in the electoral process 
and in public affairs in general. 
• As Chinese Communist Party General Secretary Xi Jinping continued to promote rule-based governance, the 
Party passed a series of rules to formalize the manner and extent of the Party’s control over the government 
and society. These rules reinforced the all-encompassing authority of the Party and centralized personal 
leadership of Xi Jinping. One set of rules formalized the Party’s longstanding control over ‘‘political-legal’’ work 
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covering the judiciary, the procuratorate, public security agencies, national security agencies, and judicial 
administration agencies. The rules focused on protecting the Party’s political security and preserving its 
absolute control. 
• Central authorities also issued rules to regulate personnel management in the government by requiring civil 
servants to receive political indoctrination and by imposing political considerations as criteria for career 
advancement. In one instance, the Party Central Committee issued an opinion prohibiting officials from 
expressing views inconsistent with the Party’s policy or ‘‘improperly discussing’’ central Party policy even 
outside of work hours. 
• While the Chinese government used technology to facilitate citizens’ access to public services, it continued to 
employ a combination of ‘‘big data, artificial intelligence, recognition technology and other police techniques’’ 
to impose social and political control. Data collection became more centralized and coordinated, as an 
increasing number of province-level jurisdictions have established ‘‘Big Data Bureaus.’’ In particular, 
authorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region used apps to track and target Uyghurs and Turkic 
Muslims for investigation, which often would result in the detention of the targeted individuals for non-
criminal conduct. 
• Citizens’ opportunities to participate in limited local elections diminished this past year. Chinese authorities 
reduced the frequency of elections for grassroots-level committees— from once every three years to once 
every five years—in order to synchronize with the terms of the corresponding Party offices, thereby 
‘‘complementing the Party’s complete leadership.’’ 
• On the international stage, China categorically denied accountability for human rights violations despite 
evidence of human rights abuse. It further rejected recommendations to cease the practice of arbitrary 
detention and rejected calls to release political prisoners. Domestically, the Party and the government 
continued to carry out an anticorruption campaign, resulting in the discipline or criminal prosecution of some 
officials on corruption-related charges. Outside of the anti-corruption campaign, some courts awarded 
compensation to victims who were tortured by government officials, but reporting indicated that officials 
sometimes failed to hold perpetrators accountable. 
Recommendations 
Members of the U.S. Congress and Administration officials are encouraged to: 
Æ Support U.S. research programs that document and analyse the governing institutions and ideological 
campaigns of the Chinese Communist Party, as well as its influence over companies, government agencies, 
legislative and judicial bodies, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 
Æ Employ a ‘‘whole-of-government’’ approach to encourage Chinese authorities to ratify the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and release individuals detained or imprisoned for exercising their rights 
to freedom of speech, association, and assembly. These individuals include those mentioned in this report and 
in the Commission’s Political Prisoner Database, such as Huang Qi, Liu Feiyue, and Qin Yongmin. 
Æ Support joint U.S.-China cooperative programs to develop independent village committee and people’s 
congress election monitoring systems. Encourage central and local Party and government leaders to 
implement free and fair elections across China. Continue to fund, monitor, and evaluate the effectiveness of 
democracy promotion and rule of law programs in China. 
Æ Support organizations working in China that seek to work with local governments and NGOs to improve 
transparency, especially with regard to efforts to expand and improve China’s open government information 
initiatives. Urge Party officials to further increase the transparency of Party affairs. 
Æ Call on the Chinese government to improve procedures 
through which citizens may hold their officials accountable outside of the internal Party-led anticorruption 
campaign. Urge Party and government officials to establish and improve public 
participation in government affairs. Encourage top-level officials to reform governing institutions to promote 
an authentic multi-party system with protections for freedom of speech, association, and assembly. 
INSTITUTIONS OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 
Governance in China’s One-Party System 
China’s one-party authoritarian political system remains out of compliance with the standards defined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 1 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR),2 which China has signed and declared an intention to ratify.3 These standards require that citizens be 
allowed to freely choose their representatives 4 and to hold their officials accountable through fair and 
impartial elections regardless of political party membership.5 During the 2019 reporting 
year, the Commission observed reports of authorities depriving citizens of the right to meaningfully participate 
in the electoral process and in public affairs in general. 
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The Chinese Communist Party further curtailed the limited space for democratic participation as it moved to 
further formalize and tighten its control over government and social institutions.6 Echoing language used at 
the 19th National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party in 2017,7 official media continued to emphasize 
complete dominance of the Party,8 which in turn remained subject to the personal leadership of President and 
Party General Secretary Xi Jinping.9 
Communist Party Centralized and Expanded Control 
The Chinese Communist Party Central Committee asserted the Party’s control in the Opinion on Strengthening 
Party Political Building, issued in January 2019.10 The opinion demanded absolute loyalty from leading cadres 
and emphasized the importance of protecting the Party’s leadership with Xi Jinping as the core leader 
and of adhering to ‘‘Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,’’ 11 which is a 
political ideology incorporated into China’s Constitution in 2018.12 
Beyond reaffirming the Party’s authority in the opinion, the Central Committee issued substantive rules that 
had the effect of centralizing and expanding the Party’s control. The Regulations on the 
Chinese Communist Party’s Political-Legal Work, for example, institutionalized the Party’s longstanding de 
facto control over ‘‘political-legal work’’ (zhengfa gongzuo) 13 which covers the judiciary, the 
procuratorate, public security agencies, national security agencies, 
and judicial administration agencies.14 The regulations invoked the authority of both the Party Constitution as 
well as China’s Constitution,15 and it was the first time that the Party described its political-legal functions by 
way of Party rules.16 The regulations repeatedly emphasized the Party’s absolute control and tasked political-
legal committees with devising strategies to ensure political security and social stability.17 A U.S.-based 
scholar and former rights lawyer in China observed that the Party used the regulations as a way to assert the 
Party’s control and to forestall attempts to promote division of political power or judicial independence.18 
The Regulations on Requesting Instructions and Making Reports on Important Issues, effective in January 2019, 
established a command structure with Xi Jinping at the core, requiring local Party 
entities to obtain approval or guidance from a higher-ranking Party entity for ten categories of ‘‘important 
matters,’’ such as those necessitating policy changes.19 Also, the provisional Regulations on 
Chinese Communist Party Branch Operations, effective in October 
2018, expanded the Party’s reach in society 20 by requiring the establishment of Party branches or joint Party 
branches in rural cooperatives and commercial organizations to promote Party policies.21 These provisional 
regulations were promulgated after the Party amended its Constitution in 2017 in part to delineate the nature 
and functions of Party branches, which previously were not governed by written rules.22 
Communist Party Formalized Control Over Personnel Management in Government Central Party authorities 
further strengthened the Party’s control over civil servants and Party-government leadership positions. 
In November 2018, the Chinese Communist Party Central Committee issued a plan requiring personnel in 
leadership positions to be trained at facilities 23 such as the new Central Party School (Chinese Academy of 
Governance), a Party entity established in March 2018 to take over the function of training government 
officials.24 The plan covers seven categories of personnel, including Party-government leaders, civil servants, 
and leaders of enterprises and public institutions.25 A minimum of 70 percent of the training at Party schools 
must center on ‘‘Xi Jinping Thought.’’ 26 In December 2018, the National People’s Congress Standing 
Committee revised the PRC Civil Servant Law to require every civil servant to support and obey the Party’s 
leadership,27 an addition to the existing provisions for compliance with the constitution 
and the law.28 The Standing Committee also added political considerations as criteria for training, 
examination, appointment, and supervision of civil servants.29 Under the revised law, civil servants 
are prohibited from disseminating speech harmful to the Party’s reputation, ‘‘damaging ethnic relations,’’ or 
‘‘joining activities that divide ethnic groups.’’ 30 Previously, authorities prosecuted citizens on the charge of 
‘‘inciting ethnic hatred’’ for peacefully expressing views on the government’s ethnic policies.31 Furthermore, 
the Opinion on Strengthening and Improving Party Building in Central Authority and Government Agencies, 
issued in March 2019, prohibited officials from expressing views inconsistent with the Party’s policy or 
‘‘improperly discussing’’ central Party policy (wangyi zhongyang) even outside of work hours.32 According to 
one scholar’s analysis, the political assessment requirement under the revised PRC Civil Servant Law may 
negatively impact non-governmental organization (NGO) operations in China, as officials try to demonstrate 
political loyalty by interacting with NGOs in ways that are consistent with the Party’s policy of limiting the 
scope of public interest activities.33 
In March 2019, the Party issued Regulations on Selection and Appointment of Party and Government Leading 
Cadres 34 to ‘‘steadfastly prioritize political standards.’’ 35 The regulations require that all cadres holding 
leadership positions in the government or the Party must ‘‘resolutely safeguard General Secretary Xi Jinping’s 
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core leadership and uphold the centralized and unified leadership of the Central Committee.’’ 36 The new 
regulations supersede the 2014 version, which lacks specific reference to Xi Jinping.37 
Some observers claimed that centralization and tightening of control has stalled democratic progress and 
political reform 38 and could result in the implementation of policies that are insensitive to local conditions.39 
A Germany-based scholar estimated that ‘‘the number of provincial experiments’’—such as initiatives for 
building free markets and allowing private land ownership—‘‘fell from 500 in 2010 to about 70 in 2016.’’ 40 
According to some Chinese officials, emphasis on loyalty and ‘‘political performance’’ had led civil servants to 
become increasingly reluctant to act independently and had caused many to leave their jobs.41 
Use of Technology to Control Citizens 
While the Chinese government used technology to facilitate citizens’ access to public services,42 it continued 
to employ a combination of ‘‘big data, artificial intelligence, recognition technology and 
other police techniques’’ to impose social and political control.43 
SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGY 
The Chinese government demonstrated its technological capacity 44 to implement advanced surveillance 
systems. For example, authorities installed facial recognition systems at sites with a high volume of human 
traffic, such as at an airport in Shanghai municipality,45 four subway stations in Guangzhou municipality, 
Guangdong province,46 and the border crossing of the Hong KongZhuhai-Macau Bridge.47 Despite having the 
potential to speed up the security screening process,48 the technology has raised privacy concerns.49 
Examples of surveillance systems implemented during this reporting year, including those that emerged from 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), demonstrate that the Chinese government has a policy of 
using technology for repression.50 One official who worked in a mass internment camp in the XUAR said 
that authorities could constantly monitor each room through a system of surveillance cameras, which they 
used to control detainees’ activities including bathroom usage.51 In another example, authorities required 
members of a government-sanctioned Christian church in the XUAR to verify their identity and go through a 
facial recognition system, which effectively prevented some of them from participating in the church service 
due to the time involved in being processed.52 In May 2019, non-governmental organization (NGO) Human 
Rights Watch released a report in which it documented Chinese authorities’ use of apps as part of the 
‘‘Integrated Joint Operations Platforms’’ to track and target Uyghurs and other Turkic Muslims for 
investigation, which often resulted in the detention of the targeted individuals for non-criminal conduct.53 
[For more information on surveillance practices in the XUAR, see Section II—Business and Human Rights and 
Section IV—Xinjiang.] 
PROVINCES CREATED BIG DATA ADMINISTRATION BUREAUS 
Authorities’ efforts to collect information became more coordinated and centralized this past year. Following 
the restructuring of central government agencies in March 2018,54 local governments also underwent 
reorganization,55 with a number of them creating new provincial- and prefectural-level bureaus designed to 
manage big data,56 adding to the existing 21 similar agencies.57 These bureaus, seen as instrumental to 
building smart cities,58 are tasked with coordinating data collection and sharing among different government 
agencies to improve transparency and the capacity of governance.59 While big data bureaus have the 
potential to improve citizens’ access to government services,60 observers noted the lack 
of adequate privacy protection and expressed concerns that these bureaus can serve as the Chinese 
government’s instrument of surveillance.61 
In one example, a plan issued by a local government in Henan province indicated that the provincial 
government was gathering, auditing, and entering information of religious followers into a 
database, according to an online magazine focusing on religious 
freedom in China.62 The database—called the ‘‘Henan Province Religious Affairs Management and Service 
Platform’’—began operation in May 2018,63 and the data-gathering efforts may be part of 
the ideological ‘‘rectification measures’’ issued by the Henan Provincial Party Committee around September 
2018.64 Some religious practitioners expressed concern that databases like this one would facilitate ‘‘the 
Chinese Communist government to carry out further monitoring, restriction, or even crack down’’ on religious 
followers.65 
In August 2018, China Digital Times reposted an online article by an anonymous source claiming to be an 
experienced public security official who disclosed the manner in which authorities categorized individuals 
using information collected through big data systems.66 Targeted people included Uyghurs in the XUAR, 
Tibetans returning from abroad, Falun Gong practitioners, veterans, NGO workers, and foreign journalists.67 
The source also provided photographs of computer screens suggesting that public security officials not only 
collect biographical information, but they also track travel and internet usage history and have the ability to 
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link records of a person’s neighbors, relatives, and people traveling on the same airplane.68 The original article 
has since become unavailable. 
Citizen Participation 
SUPPRESSION OF POLITICALLY SENSITIVE ACTIVITIES 
While the official Party news outlet People’s Daily continued to operate a message board through which local 
officials may respond to citizens’ complaints and suggestions on issues concerning personal matters and local 
policies, political content posted on the board was subject to censorship.69 Beyond the officially maintained 
platform, authorities criminally detained people who engaged in speech or advocacy work that had broader 
social and political implications: In one example, authorities in Shenzhen municipality, Guangdong province, 
detained Wei Zhili in March 2019 on suspicion of ‘‘picking quarrels and provoking trouble’’ in connection to 
his online advocacy for factory workers who contracted pneumoconiosis due to the lack of occupational safety 
measures.70 In another example, authorities in Xinxiang municipality, Henan province, arrested He Fangmei in 
April 2019 on suspicion of ‘‘picking quarrels and provoking trouble’’ because she protested and organized a 
support group for parents with children who were rendered disabled or paralyzed after receiving substandard 
vaccines.71 [For more information on Chinese authorities’ use of the criminal justice 
system and extralegal measures to suppress rights activities, see Section II—Criminal Justice.] 
ELECTIONS 
The Commission did not observe progress in expanding the scope of direct elections, which Chinese law limits 
to people’s congresses of local jurisdictions 72 and grassroots-level committees.73 In December 2018, the 
National People’s Congress Standing Committee amended two sets of laws to decrease the frequency of 
grassrootslevel elections from once every three years to once every five years, affecting elections for village 
committees in rural areas and residents committees in urban areas.74 The new five-year term of office 
for these committees synchronized with the term of Party committees at the corresponding levels specified in 
a Party opinion issued earlier in July 2018.75 According to an official news article, the longer term would be 
beneficial to implementing policy plans and improving stability,76 and Minister of Civil Affairs Huang Shuxian 
said the change would complement the Party’s complete leadership.77 
Rights Defense Network, a human rights monitoring group, documented instances in which officials 
suppressed meaningful participation in or speech regarding elections this past year,78 demonstrating that 
China’s political institutions do not meet the standards for elections outlined in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights 79 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.80 For example, in September 
2018, officials in Qianshan county, Anqing municipality, Anhui province, disqualified two candidates who, in a 
preselection, were leading or in close contest with another two candidates selected by the township Party 
committee.81 The township leaders also reportedly hired a known gang member to physically assault 
individuals who opposed the selected candidates.82 Accountability 
CHINA DENIED COMMITTING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
In international forums, China categorically denied that it had committed human rights violations. As Xi 
Jinping’s political ideology continued to guide China’s human rights practices,83 the spokesperson of China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in August 2018 dismissed as baseless 84 reports of Uyghurs and other Muslim 
minorities being held in incommunicado detention, as noted in the concluding observations of the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.85 
After the Universal Periodic Review held in November 2018, China likewise asserted that ‘‘[t]here is no such 
problem as arbitrary detention,’’ in response to multiple calls by UN members for China to cease all forms of 
arbitrary detention, including mass internment camps in the XUAR.86 China also rejected recommendations to 
cease the persecution of human rights defenders and lawyers,87 claiming that requests to release those 
detained ‘‘in accordance with law is an interference in China’s judicial sovereignty.’’ 88 
ANTICORRUPTION CAMPAIGN 
Domestically, Chinese authorities continued to carry out the 
anticorruption campaign,89 which began in 2012 with the stated 
goals of restoring Party discipline and punishing official corruption 
and is viewed as Xi Jinping’s signature initiative.90 According to 
some observers, the campaign may not be effective in combating 
corruption because it does not strengthen institutional supervision 
such as by the press, civil society, and other political parties.91 
The National Supervisory Commission (NSC)—an anticorruption 
body created in March 2018 with authority to detain people without judicial oversight 92—has demonstrated 
thus far that its operations were subordinate only to the Chinese Communist Party. Director Yang Xiaodu of 
the NSC said in February 2019 that the 
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commission was supervised by the Party Central Committee and 
therefore would not release a report separate from the one issued 
by the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI), a 
Party entity.93 In January, the CCDI issued its work report internally and addressed it to CCDI’s own standing 
committee at a plenary meeting.94 The NSC did not submit a separate work report 
to the National People’s Congress (NPC) in March 2019 during the 
annual meetings, although the law subjects supervisory commissions to the oversight of the corresponding 
people’s congresses.95 
Furthermore, while the NSC hired its first cohort of ‘‘special supervisors’’ in December 2018 with the stated 
purpose of improving 
supervision by the public,96 these supervisors are required to submit themselves to the Party’s leadership, and 
their duties do not 
go beyond making suggestions and promoting the Party’s policies.97 
 
Possible Political Motivations Behind Detaining Interpol President 
Among those detained as part of the anticorruption campaign was 
Meng Hongwei,98 who was Vice Minister of Public Security when he was 
elected in November 2016 to lead the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol), the international 
police agency headquartered in 
Lyon, France.99 Meng disappeared upon arriving in China on a trip from 
France in October 2018, according to his wife.100 In March 2019, the 
Central Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) and the National 
Supervisory Commission (NSC) expelled Meng from the Party and 
stripped him of his official position for a number of alleged wrongdoings, 
including abusing his power, not adhering to Party rules, and receiving 
bribes; the article did not detail any specific act, however.101 In addition, 
the article reported that Meng lacked ‘‘Party spirit’’ and refused to carry 
out orders from the Party’s Central Committee.102 Meng’s wife maintained that the detention was politically 
motivated, adding that Meng 
‘‘was well-known in China for his reformist views and had in March 
2017 tendered his resignation to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China.’’ 103 Sources told 
the Wall Street Journal that 
Meng, in his capacity as the head of the international police agency, did 
not fully carry out Chinese central authorities’ instructions to issue ‘‘red 
notices,’’ which would help them target dissidents outside of China.104 
CASES OUTSIDE THE ANTICORRUPTION CAMPAIGN 
In some examples, Chinese authorities displayed a willingness to 
hold officials accountable outside the anticorruption campaign in 
cases involving official malfeasance: 
• In October 2018, the Tianjin Municipal No. 1 Intermediate 
Court sentenced nine former procuratorate officials from 
Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture, Jilin province, to 
terms of imprisonment ranging from 1 year and 3 months to 
13 years on charges including ‘‘intentional assault,’’ ‘‘extorting 
confession by torture,’’ and ‘‘dereliction of duty,’’ after they tortured and caused the death of a Hong Kong 
businessman during an interrogation that lasted over four days.105 
• In November 2018, the public security bureau in Quanzhou 
municipality, Fujian province, issued an apology and suspended one officer for harassing a female journalist 
who was 
reporting on a biochemical leakage incident in that locality.106 
The article reporting the event characterized the government’s 
response as rare, however.107 
In contrast, other examples showed a lack of commitment to hold 
officials accountable: 
• In November 2018, the Shandong Province People’s Government appointed Ma Yuenan as the director of 
the provincial 
Big Data Bureau,108 one month after she was reprimanded for 
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failing to prevent the distribution of substandard vaccines in 
Shandong.109 The appointment reportedly violated a Party rule 
that prohibits the promotion or appointment of a Party member to an important post within six months of a 
reprimand.110 
• In January 2019, the Liaoyuan Municipal Intermediate People’s Court in Jilin province awarded compensation 
to an individual who served over 25 years in prison for a homicide conviction based on confessions reportedly 
extracted through torture.111 Yet neither the court that awarded him compensation 
nor the court that reversed his conviction found that torture 
took place, and sources did not indicate that authorities had 
held the perpetrators accountable.112 
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[...] BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
Findings 
• As the Chinese Communist Party and government engage in increasingly egregious human rights violations, 
domestic and international businesses are increasingly at risk of complicity in abuses committed by the 
Chinese government. Of particular concern are: reports that companies are involved in the government’s 
suppression of ethnic minorities in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), including through the use 
of forced labor; companies’ complicity in government surveillance of individuals throughout China; and 
companies engaging in censorship on behalf of Chinese authorities. 
• In the XUAR, the actions of the Party and government may constitute crimes against humanity according to 
scholars and rights groups, and companies that work in the region are at great risk of complicity in those 
crimes. Experts have documented the rapid expansion of a network of mass internment camps in which 
authorities have arbitrarily detained over a million individuals from predominantly Muslim ethnic minority 
groups. Commercial entities have been directly involved in the construction of these camps and supplied them 
with a wide range of goods and services. The company Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology, in particular, 
has supplied surveillance systems to the camps as part of a public-private partnership with XUAR authorities. 
U.S.-based firms such as Intel, Ambarella, and Nvidia reportedly continue to supply Hikvision with critical 
components. According to a March 2019 report, the California State Teachers’ Retirement System and the 
New York State Teachers’ Retirement System both continued to own Hikvision stock. 
• The Commission observed numerous reports this past year of forced labor associated with government 
repression of ethnic minority groups in the XUAR. In some cases, detainees performed forced labor within the 
camps. In other cases, detainees were ‘‘released’’ in order to perform forced labor. In still other cases, XUAR 
authorities reportedly assigned individuals from ethnic minority groups to forced labor directly, without first 
sending them to the camps. A Wall Street Journal investigation found that materials from firms using forced 
labor in the XUAR had entered the supply chains of major international clothing companies including Adidas, 
H&M, Nike, and Patagonia. 
• Chinese security authorities continued to work with domestic companies to expand the reach and analytical 
power of government surveillance systems. Chinese technology firms ZTE, Hikvision, iFlytek, Huawei 
Technologies, SenseTime, Megvii, CloudWalk, Yitu, and Tiandy all reportedly sold 
technology to Chinese authorities for use in surveillance systems. This surveillance is used to target rights 
advocates and others whom the government views as a threat. For example, police in at least 16 provinces and 
regions were reportedly using artificial intelligence (AI) to track the movement of 
Uyghurs, an ethnic minority group. 
• Companies in China collect large amounts of data on Chinese citizens and are required under Chinese law to 
make this data available to authorities. In the wake of rising domestic concerns over data collection and 
misuse, the government has already begun to revise recent regulations governing consumer data collection. 
While the government has punished companies over the collection of consumer data in some instances, the 
government has simultaneously expanded its own data collection powers. 
• Chinese government restrictions on freedom of expression increased this past year, and companies—
particularly tech companies—were both targets and enablers of Chinese government 
censorship. For example, Tencent’s WeChat—a ubiquitous social media app in China—regularly filters and 
censors content and turns over user information to authorities. In 2018, media reports revealed that Google 
was developing a censored version of its search engine in an attempt to re-enter the Chinese market. 
Following employee protests and media attention, Google’s Vice President for Government Affairs and Public 
Policy informed the Congress in July 2019 that Google had ‘‘terminated’’ the search engine project. 
Recommendations 
Members of the U.S. Congress and Administration officials are encouraged to: 
Æ Take the necessary steps to prohibit the export of U.S. goods and services to Chinese entities—including 
government agencies and companies—that have been directly involved in building and supplying the system of 
internment camps in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR). Specifically, the video surveillance 
company Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology, which has supplied the camps with surveillance 
equipment and is complicit in state surveillance of ethnic minorities more generally, should be placed on the 
Entity List of the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) within the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
Æ Impose Global Magnitsky sanctions on both Chinese government officials carrying out severe human rights 
abuses in the XUAR as well as the companies directly complicit in those abuses. U.S. Customs and Border 
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Protection should examine the import of goods made in the XUAR—or containing materials made in the 
XUAR—and determine whether such imports violate Section 1307 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307). 
Æ The Department of Labor should update its list of goods produced with child labor or forced labor to reflect 
the recent reports of forced labor in the XUAR. 
Æ Hold public hearings and private meetings with companies from their districts to raise awareness of the risks 
of complicity in human rights abuses that U.S. companies working in China may face, including complicity in 
possible crimes against humanity in the XUAR; the possibility of goods made with forced 
labor entering supply chains; and the use of AI technology and surveillance equipment to monitor human 
rights advocates, religious believers, and ethnic minorities. 
Æ Encourage companies in their districts to engage in appropriate due diligence with regard to potential 
complicity in human rights abuses. For additional resources on best practices, companies may consult the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises, and the OECD Due Diligence 
Guidance for Responsible Business Conduct. 
BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
Introduction 
During the Commission’s 2019 reporting year, the Chinese Communist Party and government engaged in 
increasingly egregious human rights violations, as detailed by international human rights organizations and in 
the other sections of this report.1 In this environment, domestic and international businesses are directly 
complicit in or at risk of complicity in human rights abuses committed by the Chinese government, including 
the severe repression of minority groups in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
(XUAR), government surveillance of citizens without adequate privacy protections, and government 
censorship. Technology companies, in particular, play a major role in government surveillance 
and censorship, and Human Rights Watch warned companies operating in China that ‘‘the authorities might 
deploy [their] technology to commit serious abuses.’’ 2 Although the Chinese government requires companies 
to comply with domestic laws and regulations that infringe on internationally recognized rights such as the 
right to privacy and freedom of expression, the UN Guiding Principles on 
Business and Human Rights state that businesses have a responsibility to respect human rights and should 
seek to avoid ‘‘contributing to adverse human rights impacts . . ..’’ 3 Whereas the preceding sections of this 
report examine in detail Chinese government violations of human rights and relevant international human 
rights standards, this section focuses on the risk domestic and international companies face of complicity in 
these human rights violations. 
Corporate Involvement in Possible Crimes Against Humanity in the XUAR 
The actions of the Chinese Communist Party and government in the XUAR may constitute crimes against 
humanity 4 according to scholars and rights groups.5 This past year, experts documented 
the expansion of a network of mass internment camps in which authorities have arbitrarily detained over a 
million individuals from predominantly Muslim ethnic minority groups.6 Outside the camps, 
members of ethnic minority groups in the XUAR face extreme levels of surveillance, restrictions on freedom of 
movement, and forced political indoctrination.7 Companies that work in the XUAR are at great risk of 
complicity in the human rights abuses being committed in the region.8 [For more information on human rights 
violations in the XUAR, including a discussion of possible crimes against humanity committed by Chinese 
authorities, see Section IV—Xinjiang.] 
COMPANIES USING FORCED LABOR IN THE XUAR 
The Commission observed numerous reports this past year of forced labor associated with government 
repression of ethnic minority groups in the XUAR. In some cases, detainees performed forced labor in factories 
within internment camps.9 In other cases, authorities released individuals from the camps to perform forced 
labor in factories elsewhere in the XUAR.10 In still other cases, XUAR authorities reportedly assigned 
individuals from ethnic minority groups to forced labor directly, without first sending them to 
the camps.11 Radio Free Asia (RFA) reported in January 2019 that authorities had also sent Uyghurs and 
Kazakhs from the XUAR to other provinces in China for forced labor.12 Comments from the 
president of the China National Textile and Apparel Council in March 2018 suggested that textile 
manufacturers, in particular, were working with XUAR authorities to exploit detainee labor.13 
More recent reports found that authorities used tax exemptions and subsidies to encourage Chinese garment 
manufacturers to move production to the XUAR.14 German scholar Adrian Zenz warned that ‘‘[s]oon, many or 
most products made in China that rely at least in part on low-skilled, labor-intensive manufacturing, could 
contain elements of involuntary ethnic minority labor from Xinjiang.’’ 15 [For more information on forced 
labor in the XUAR and elsewhere in China, see Section II—Human Trafficking.] 
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Products reportedly produced with forced labor by current and former camp detainees included: 
• textiles, such as yarn, clothing, gloves, bedding, and carpet; 16 
• electronics, including cell phones and computer hardware and software; 17 
• food products, including noodles and cakes; 18 
• shoes; 19 
• tea; 20 and 
• handicrafts.21 
Companies that used forced labor in the XUAR this past year included: 
• Hetian Taida Apparel,22 a supplier of the U.S. company Badger Sportswear; 23 
• Yili Zhou Wan Garment Manufacturing Company; 24 
• Zhihui Haipai Internet of Things Technology Company; 25 
• Urumqi Shengshi Hua’er Culture Technology Limited Company; 26 
• Litai Textiles; 27 
• Huafu Fashion Company, whose yarn reportedly entered the supply chains for H&M, Esprit, and Adidas; 28 
• Esquel Group, headquartered in Hong Kong, which reportedly supplied clothing to Calvin Klein, Tommy 
Hilfiger, Nike, 
and Patagonia; 29 and 
• Cofco Tunhe Company, which supplied tomato paste to Kraft 
Heinz and Campbell Soup, and sugar to Coca-Cola.30 
Business and Human Rights 
Clothing Made With Forced Labor Imported Into United States In January 2019, U.S. company Badger 
Sportswear 31 (Badger) stopped importing clothing from Hetian Taida Apparel (Hetian Taida), 
following media reports that the clothing was made with forced labor by internment camp detainees.32 The 
Associated Press (AP) tracked shipments from Hetian Taida workshops located within an internment camp 
to Badger, and the U.S.-based Worker Rights Consortium independently 
confirmed that the Hetian Taida factory supplying Badger was located 
inside a camp.33 The chairman of Hetian Taida confirmed to the AP that 
his workforce included ‘‘trainees’’ from the camp.34 Badger said it relied 
on the U.S.-based social compliance nonprofit Worldwide Responsible 
Accredited Production (WRAP) to certify that its suppliers met certain standards.35 Following media reports, 
WRAP conducted its own investigation, concluding that ‘‘this facility is not engaged in the use of 
forced labor.’’ 36 WRAP later admitted to the AP, however, that it had 
not visited the facility in question, but rather a separate Hetian Taida 
workshop located elsewhere.37 
SURVEILLANCE STATE IN THE XUAR 
Outside the network of extrajudicial internment camps, ethnic 
minority groups in the XUAR faced near-constant government surveillance in their daily lives,38 in violation of 
the internationally 
recognized right to privacy.39 Numerous companies—both Chinese 
and international—have facilitated what Human Rights Watch describes as ‘‘Orwellian surveillance’’ in the 
XUAR.40 
• In October 2018, the video surveillance research firm IPVM 
provided evidence that the video surveillance company 
Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology was directly involved in the construction, operation, and ongoing 
maintenance 
of the Integrated Joint Operations Platform (IJOP) in the 
XUAR.41 Human Rights Watch has described the IJOP as a 
‘‘predictive policing’’ system that aggregates and analyzes large 
amounts of individuals’ data, flagging ‘‘those it deems potentially threatening.’’ 42 In addition to tracking 
them, authorities 
may arbitrarily detain individuals flagged by the IJOP in the 
internment camps or other detention facilities.43 Hikvision also 
reportedly contracted with local XUAR authorities to build surveillance systems to install in mosques in some 
localities in theXUAR as part of a public-private partnership.44 
• Despite Hikvision’s involvement in both the XUAR’s network 
of extrajudicial camps and the IJOP, foreign suppliers such as 
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Intel, Ambarella, and Nvidia reportedly sold computer processing chips and graphics chips to Hikvision, and the 
U.S. data 
storage company Seagate provided the company with ‘‘custom 
storage solutions’’ for its surveillance systems, according to a 
November 2018 Financial Times report.45 Foreign Policy further reported in March 2019 that the U.S.-based 
company 
Amax, which provides advanced computing technology, had 
formed a partnership with Hikvision.46 Hikvision is listed on 
the Shenzhen stock exchange and is 41.88 percent owned by 
two subsidiaries of the Chinese state-owned enterprise China 
Electronics Technology Corporation (CETC).47 CETC is also involved in managing government surveillance 
systems in 
the XUAR, including the IJOP.48 
• Hikvision was one of the Chinese companies that index provider MSCI included in its emerging markets 
index, which 
means that funds investing in the index are investing in 
Hikvision.49 MSCI announced plans in February 2019 to quadruple the weight of mainland Chinese shares in 
the index.50 
According to a March 2019 Financial Times article, the California State Teachers’ Retirement System and the 
New 
York State Teachers’ Retirement System both owned stock 
in Hikvision.51 In addition, U.S. public relations firms BursonMarsteller 52 and Mercury Public Affairs are 
registered 
with the U.S. Department of Justice as foreign agents working 
on behalf of Hikvision in the U.S.53 
• In February 2019, a cybersecurity researcher discovered that 
the Chinese firm SenseNets had left a database tracking over 
2.5 million people in the XUAR exposed online.54 The database 
tracked individuals’ GPS coordinates—seemingly in real time— 
and also contained government identification numbers, dates of 
birth, photos, home addresses, and employers.55 According to 
experts, the information in this database suggested that authorities in the XUAR were working with SenseNets 
to monitor 
residents.56 
• Bloomberg and the Financial Times reported that 
SenseTime had set up a ‘‘smart policing’’ joint venture in the 
XUAR with Urumqi-based Leon Technology (Leon) called 
Xinjiang SenseTime Leon Technology.57 According to 
Leon’s website and the company’s page on a job-listing website, 
among Leon’s main customers were XUAR government agencies, including the XUAR public security bureau.58 
In March 2019, SenseTime sold its stake in the joint venture with Leon, 
possibly to avoid negative publicity in preparation for its 
planned initial public offering (IPO).59 According to Bloomberg, 
with investors such as Qualcomm, Fidelity International, 
and Alibaba, SenseTime was ‘‘the world’s most valuable AI 
startup.’’ 60 A May 2019 BuzzFeed News investigation found 
that private equity firms IDG Capital and Silver Lake both 
owned shares in SenseTime.61 Those firms’ clients reportedly 
included 14 public pension funds.62 
• Reports emerged this past year that XUAR authorities purchased a video management system from Infinova, 
a U.S.- based company that is listed on the Shenzhen stock exchange, 
for use in urban surveillance systems in the XUAR.63 According to IPVM, XUAR authorities have purchased the 
company’s surveillance technology in the past.64 
• In April 2019, the Wall Street Journal reported that U.S. firms, including Boeing and Carlyle Group, had 
‘‘indirectly facilitated’’ the Chinese government’s use of American-made satellites to aid in communications 
during protests and strife in the XUAR in 2009.65 The Hong Kong-based intermediary 
that sold the satellite bandwidth to Chinese authorities, 
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AsiaSat, ‘‘declined to comment directly’’ when asked if police 
in the XUAR continued to use the satellites.66 
OTHER COMMERCIAL CONNECTIONS TO XUAR AUTHORITIES 
The Commission observed additional instances of connections between companies and XUAR authorities that 
raised human rights 
concerns. For example, the U.S.-based firm Thermo Fisher Scientific sold DNA analysis equipment to XUAR 
authorities until 
February 2019, ending sales following criticism from Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) and members of the U.S. Congress.67 According to the New York Times, procurement 
documents showed that 
Chinese authorities intended for some of Thermo Fisher’s equipment to be used by XUAR police.68 A 2017 
HRW article highlighted 
Thermo Fisher’s sales of DNA sequencers to XUAR police, with 
HRW’s China Director calling the mass, involuntary collection of 
DNA from Uyghurs in the region ‘‘a gross violation of international 
human rights norms.’’ 69 In addition, in January 2019, the Hong 
Kong-based security services company Frontier Services Group 
(FSG) announced on its website that it had signed an agreement 
with local XUAR officials to build a training facility in Kashgar 
prefecture, XUAR.70 The announcement, since removed, noted that 
the agreement was part of a ‘‘strategic cooperation framework 
agreement’’ (zhanlue xiezuo kuangjia xieyi) between the stateowned company CITIC Group, which owns 
controlling shares in 
FSG, and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps, a HanChinese led paramilitary institution that 
operates across the 
XUAR.71 FSG’s American co-founder, Erik Prince, who remains a 
minority shareholder and deputy chairman of the board, claimed 
‘‘no knowledge’’ of the company’s plans to build a training center 
in the XUAR.72 
Commercial Firms’ Role in Government Data Collection and Surveillance Across China 
EVOLVING REGULATORY REGIME 
Chinese law allows the government to collect personal data from companies without adequate protections for 
the internationally recognized right to privacy.73 For example, the PRC Cybersecurity 
Law requires companies to store user data inside mainland 
China 74 and to provide technical support to authorities conducting 
criminal investigations or ‘‘protecting state security,’’ 75 without 
specifying what such technical support entails.76 The PRC National 
Intelligence Law similarly requires entities operating in China—including companies—to provide support and 
assistance to authorities engaged in ‘‘intelligence work’’ without defining what the government considers 
‘‘intelligence work.’’ 77 
In September 2018, the Ministry of Public Security issued implementing provisions that further detailed the 
government’s authority under the Cybersecurity Law.78 The new provisions allow police 
to inspect data centers, internet service providers, and others, providing for both on-site and remote 
inspections and allowing police 
to copy ‘‘relevant information’’ from the companies they inspect.79 
Experts note that companies typically must comply with government demands to provide information.80 
Chapter 4 of the implementing regulations stipulates potential criminal penalties for failure to comply.81 
In the wake of rising domestic concerns over data collection and 
misuse, the government has already begun to revise recent regulations governing consumer data collection.82 
Observers noted that 
while the government has punished companies over the collection 
of consumer data in some instances, the government has simultaneously expanded its own data collection 
powers—in some cases 
leading to conflicting guidance for businesses over whether and 
when to retain user data.83 
SOCIAL CREDIT SYSTEM 
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The Chinese government continued to work with Chinese companies to develop and implement a social credit 
system that aimed to 
aggregate and monitor the data that the government and companies collect. Legal scholars and observers 
warned that the system 
could increase the government’s capacity for social control and potentially violate the internationally 
recognized rights to privacy, 
due process, and freedom of expression.84 In 2014, the State Council released an outline for the creation of a 
national social credit 
system by 2020 to measure and improve the credibility of government agencies, organizations, and 
individuals.85 All Chinese individuals and organizations must now have a unique social credit 
code, including multinational companies operating in China.86 Private companies such as Ant Financial also 
offer private credit 
scoring services that collect large amounts of customer data.87 
While these services are separate from the government system, the 
government has the authority to access the companies’ data.88 In 
the case of Ant Financial’s Sesame Credit, the company is reportedly providing information directly to the 
entity that oversees the 
government’s social credit system.89 
CONTINUED EXPANSION OF SURVEILLANCE NETWORKS 
Chinese security authorities continued to work with domestic companies to expand the reach and analytical 
power of government surveillance systems. In February 2019, the Chinese Communist Party Central 
Committee called for the expansion of the rural surveillance system dubbed ‘‘Sharp Eyes.’’ 90 According to the 
Nikkei Asian Review, numerous Chinese firms have supplied equipment and services to the government for the 
Sharp Eyes project, including Hikvision, ZTE, iFlytek, Inspur, Huawei Technologies, 
and Alibaba Group Holding.91 In addition to the Sharp Eyes surveillance project, Chinese technology firms 
SenseTime, Megvii, and Tiandy all reportedly sold technology to Chinese authorities for use in other 
surveillance systems.92 For example, SenseTime sold artificial intelligence (AI) technology to police in China in 
the form of SenseTotem and SenseFace surveillance systems.93 In April 2019, the New York Times revealed 
that police departments in at least 16 provinces and regions were using AI to track the movement of Uyghurs, 
an ethnic minority group.94 Chinese companies CloudWalk, Megvii, Yitu, and SenseTime assisted authorities in 
this surveillance.95 The head of China equity strategy for Credit Suisse noted that for many Chinese AI firms, 
their ‘‘biggest business’’ was government surveillance projects.96 As one human rights advocate noted, while 
the Chinese government claims these surveillance projects target criminals, ‘‘police treat those that exercise 
basic civil liberties like peaceful assembly or freedom of association as criminals.’’ 97 
U.S. firms have also assisted in the development of Chinese government surveillance systems. According to a 
November 2018 Wall Street Journal report, the U.S. chipmaker Nvidia has sold chips to 
SenseTime.98 Nvidia has also sold chips to Hikvision, one of the Chinese firms that has been integral to the 
construction of government surveillance systems.99 The U.S. consulting firm McKinsey 
& Company reportedly assisted local governments in China to implement ‘‘smart cities’’ surveillance 
systems.100 In the words of one 
expert, these ‘‘smart cities’’ projects are ‘‘about political control.’’ 101 
Role of Commercial Firms in Government Censorship 
Chinese government restrictions on freedom of expression increased this past year, and companies—
particularly tech companies—were both targets and enablers of Chinese government censorship. The 
international non-governmental organization Freedom 
House called the Chinese government ‘‘the worst abuser of internet 
freedom in 2018,’’ 102 and Human Rights Watch reported that the 
government continued to censor ‘‘politically sensitive information’’ 
online.103 The PRC Cybersecurity Law requires companies to monitor content their customers create or share, 
censor content that 
violates laws and regulations, and report such content to authorities.104 New regulations,105 censorship 
campaigns,106 and increasing restrictions on the use of virtual private networks (VPNs) 107 
this past year have further circumscribed online expression. In 
2018, regulators reportedly shut down over 6,000 websites.108 From 
January 3 to 21, 2019, the Cyberspace Administration of China 
shut down 733 websites and 9,382 mobile apps, and deleted over 
7 million pieces of online information.109 [For more information on 
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censorship in China, see Section II—Freedom of Expression.] 
Faced with the possibility of lost revenue and other forms of punishment, both domestic and international 
companies engaged in 
self-censorship. For example, Tencent’s WeChat—a ubiquitous social media app in China—regularly filters and 
censors content and 
turns over user information to authorities.110 In 2018, online news 
outlet The Intercept revealed that Google was developing a 
censored version of its search engine, called ‘‘Project Dragonfly,’’ in 
an attempt to re-enter the Chinese market.111 Work on the project 
appeared to end in late 2018 following employee protests and 
media attention.112 Google’s Vice President for Government Affairs 
and Public Policy told the Senate Judiciary Committee in July 
2019 that Google had ‘‘terminated’’ Project Dragonfly.113 
Not only do companies engage in self-censorship, censorship itself 
can be a lucrative business in China. The online version of the 
Party-run newspaper People’s Daily, People.cn, contracts with 
companies such as the news aggregator Jinri Toutiao to censor 
content that contravenes government censorship directives.114 Revenue from People.cn’s censorship services 
reportedly rose 166 percent in 2018.115 Another censorship service, Rainbow Shield, 
owned by the company Beyondsoft, employs over 4,000 people in 
multiple cities to review online content.116 In Chengdu municipality, Sichuan province, 160 Beyondsoft 
employees reportedly monitor a single news-aggregating app for politically sensitive content.117 [For more 
information on censorship in China, see Section II—Freedom of Expression.] 
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Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada: China: Christian House Churches, including 
smaller congregations that meet in people's homes; activities and beliefs; treatment of 
members by authorities, including in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces (2017-
October 2019) [CHN106374.E], 22 October 2019 

 
https://irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457949&pls=1 
 
1. Overview 
According to a country report on China published by Australia's Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT), "[i]ndependent churches," which are not state-sanctioned, are "private religious forums that 
adherents create in their own homes or other places of worship," and include "'underground'" churches and 

"'house"' churches [家庭教會] (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). Some sources specify that "'house'" 
churches, also called "'family'" churches, designate protestant organizations [that are not affiliated with the 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) and the China Christian Council (CCC) (Yang with Pettit 2018, 54)], while 
"'underground'" churches refers to Catholic organizations (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77; Yang with Pettit 
2018, 54, 56). According the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), a New-York-based independent, non-partisan 
think tank and publisher on international affairs (CFR n.d.), "[u]nderground house churches exist parallel to 
state-sanctioned Christian churches" and "operate outside the guidelines of the government" (CFR 11 Oct. 
2018a). A 2018 Reuters article similarly reports that "China's Christian believers are split between those who 
attend unofficial 'house' or 'underground' churches and those who attend government-sanctioned places of 
worship" (Reuters 30 Aug. 2018). 
 
Australia's DFAT report indicates that "'house'" or "'underground'" churches vary in size from around 30 to 
several thousand members (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). The CFR similarly states that "underground 
house churches" are of "widely varying size" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018b). According to the Reuters article, "unofficial" 
churches can range in size "from small living room-gatherings to large, professional operations" (Reuters 30 
Aug. 2018). 
 
Sources state that it is difficult to know the exact number of Christians in China (Distinguished Professor 5 Apr. 
2019; Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.30) or that estimates vary (CFR 11 Oct. 2018b). In 2018, the CFR wrote 
that according to the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, there were approximately 29 million Christians in 
China (CFR 11 Oct. 2018b). Australia's DFAT reports that according to a 2018 white paper by the government 
of China on religion, 6 million are adherents of Catholicism while 38 million are adherents of Protestantism 
(Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.30). Sources note, however, that other estimates calculate a higher number, 
from 80 to 100 million Christians (CFR 11 Oct. 2018b; Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). According to the CFR, 
members of official churches are outnumbered "nearly two to one" by unregistered churchgoers (CFR 11 Oct. 
2018b). 
 
Australia's DFAT report states that there could be between 30 and 100 million unregistered Protestants 
(Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.87). The CFR states that "[m]uch of the discrepancy between official 
government numbers in China and expert estimates can be attributed to Beijing's nonrecognition of Christians 
engaged in religious activity outside of state-sanctioned religious organizations" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
 
2. Beliefs 
In correspondence with the Research Directorate, the Director of the Italy-based Center for Studies on New 
Religions (CESNUR), who is a sociologist of religions, stated that house churches in China "are all Protestant 
and would be recognized as Protestant even in the West" (Director 24 Sept. 2019). However, some sources 
indicate that there are various streams among the house churches (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019; Assistant 
Professor 29 Sept. 2019). The various streams identified by sources include [or "are similar" (Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019)] to the following denominations: 
 
Baptist (Director 24 Sept. 2019; Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019); 
Methodist (Director 24 Sept. 2019; Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019); 
Pentecostal (Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019; Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019); 
Lutheran (Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019); 
Presbyterian (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019). 
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In correspondence with the Research Directorate, an assistant professor of comparative politics at the 
Université de Montréal who conducts research on state control of religious groups, including unregulated 
house churches in China, added that 
 
[s]ome of the churches are evangelical, and that is also one of the reasons why they are not registered with 
the government: the state does not allow churches to preach outside their registered religious venue without 
government permission, or to proselytize in public. This conflicts fundamentally with evangelical churches' 
purpose, which is to convert as many people [as possible], and conversions usually take place outside a 
registered religious venue, and oftentimes in public. (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019) 
 
In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a senior lecturer in theology at the University of Edinburgh 
who conducts research on Christianity in China stated that "[t]heologically, whilst more evangelical and 
pietistic/Pentecostal forms dominated in the 1980s, a growing number are identifying as Calvinist or 
Reformed" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). The same source added that many house churches "would have 
tied their legacy to evangelical groups of the early-20th century, and tended to position themselves against the 
[TSPM], which is perceived as a theologically liberal and compromised group" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). 
Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
Further information on beliefs could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
3. Legislation 
Sources indicate that freedom of religion is included in the Chinese constitution (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 
3.38; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a; Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 11). However, according to the Bertelsmann Stiftung 
Transformation Index (BTI) 2018 for China, which provides country-by-country analysis of developments that 
relate to political and economic trends, "the CCP [Chinese Communist Party] and state organs frequently 
interfere with these rights" (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 11). The CFR explains that freedom of religion 
 
is limited to so-called "normal religious activities," explicitly stating that "no one may make use of religion to 
engage in activities that disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens or interfere with the education 
system of the state." These provisions provide authorities with flexibility when determining which religious 
practices are consistent with party policy and which fall outside the party-state's guidelines. (CFR 11 Oct. 
2018a) 
 
Australia's DFAT report states that "practice of unrecognized faiths or by unregistered religious organisations is 
illegal and vulnerable to punitive official action" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.44). The BTI notes that some 
house churches are illegal (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). 
 
However, according to the Australian DFAT report, the State Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA) [now 
under the direct control of the CCP since 2018 (CHRD 21 Feb. 2019)] permitted friends and family to hold 
small, informal prayer meetings without official registration (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). The US 
Department of State's International Religious Freedom Report for 2018 similarly states that SARA's website 
had a statement "that family and friends have the right to meet at home for worship, including prayer and 
Bible study, without registering with the government" (US 21 June 2019, 8). According to the Australian DFAT 
report, this explains in part "the proliferation of sizeable unregistered Christian communities in both rural and 
urban China" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). Information on whether this policy is still in effect could not 
be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this 
Response. 
 
3.1 New Regulations on Religious Affairs 
Sources state that China introduced new regulations on religious affairs, which came into effect in February 
2018 (US 8 Oct. 2018, 3; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a; Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019). According to the US Religious 
Freedom Report for 2018, many Chinese provinces updated their own regulations after these regulations came 
into force (US 21 June 2019, 8). 
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The BTI explains that these new regulations are intended to establish "stricter controls" on religious 
organizations and are partially "meant to close regulatory gaps in order to manage (and restrict) activities that 
previously had not been clearly regulated" (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). Sources state that the new 
regulations ban unauthorized teaching of religion (Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a) as 
well as "increased oversight on religious gatherings and financing" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). According to 
Australia's DFAT report, the new regulations "impose fines for organising illegal religious events or fundraising" 
and detail "procedures for approval and monitoring of religious training institutions and monitoring online 
religious activities" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.42). The US Congressional-Executive Commission on China 
(CECC) adds that the new regulations limit religious activities to approved venues and church leaders to those 
with official qualifications (US 8 Oct. 2018, 3). 
 
Australia's DFAT report notes that the new regulations "devolve substantial powers and responsibility to local 
authorities to prevent illegal religious behavior, including undue influence from foreign organisations. Local 
authorities have significant discretion in interpreting and implementing the regulations at the provincial level" 
(Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.40). According to the same source, this 
 
devolution of enforcement … to local government and Party authorities … affects unregistered Christian 
churches. Historically, those involved with unregistered churches could be charged with fraud. However, under 
the [new regulations] it is now considered a crime to organise people for the purpose of religion … . (Australia 
21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.43) 
 
According to the US Religious Freedom Report for 2018, "[r]eligious leaders and groups stated these 
regulations increased restrictions on their ability to practice their religions" and "Christian church leaders 
stated the government increased monitoring even before the new regulations came into effect, causing many 
churches to cease their normal activities" (US 21 June 2019, 2). 
 
In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a distinguished professor of American Religion at Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas, who has studied Christianity in China and sits on the CESNUR Board of Directors, 
stated that implementation of the new regulations by local officials "has been very erratic" (Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019). Further and corroborating information could not be found among the sources 
consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
4. Treatment of House Church Members by Authorities 
Freedom House explains that 
 
[t]he CCP regime has established a multifaceted apparatus to control all aspects of religious activity, including 
by vetting religious leaders for political reliability, placing limits on the number of new monastics or priests, 
and manipulating religious doctrine according to party priorities. (Freedom House 2019) 
 
Australia's DFAT report estimates that "[b]roadly speaking, religious practice in China is possible within state-
sanctioned boundaries, as long as such practices do not challenge the interests or authority of the Chinese 
government," adding that "[r]eligious practice that the government perceives as contravening broader ethnic, 
political or security policies … is at high risk of adverse official attention" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.44-
3.45). The CFR similarly states that "[s]ome argue that state repression of religion often has less to do with 
religious doctrine than with a group's organizational ability, due to fear that such a group could potentially 
challenge the CCP's legitimacy" (CFR 18 Oct. 2018b). 
 
According to the CFR, in reaction to what it describes as the "surge" in Christians in China, 
 
Christians have faced growing repression in recent years …. Repression campaigns ebb and flow. While house 
and underground churches traditionally faced the brunt of persecution, under [President] Xi’s leadership state-
sanctioned churches have been targeted as well. Recent repression efforts target both house and state-
sanctioned churches through the harassment and detention of Christian believers, blocking entry to sites of 
worship, interrupting gatherings, dismantling crosses, demolishing churches, and disbanding congregations. 
(CFR 11 Oct. 2018a) 
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The Senior Lecturer stated that "a lot more restriction" has been added to religious activities, both for houses 
churches and state-sanctioned churches, and that "[m]ost house churches are needing to exist more 
clandestinely" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). 
 
Australia's DFAT report states that 
 
[a]dverse treatment can include raids and destruction of church property, pressure to join or report to 
government-sanctioned religious organisations and, on occasion, violence and criminal sanction, particularly in 
response to land disputes with local authorities. (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.87) 
 
Freedom House adds that "[a]uthorities routinely try to hinder the operation of unregistered sites and direct 
believers elsewhere, for instance by placing plaques to indicate registration status, barring donations, or 
threatening worshippers with fines if they do not shift attendance to a state-approved counterpart" (Freedom 
House 27 Feb. 2017, 117). The US Religious Freedom Report for 2018 states that 
 
[a]uthorities continued to arrest Christians and enforce more limitations on their activities, including requiring 
Christian churches to install surveillance cameras to enable daily police monitoring, and compelling members 
of house churches and other Christians to sign documents renouncing their Christian faith and church 
membership. (US 21 June 2019, 2) 
 
The same source added that "an ongoing campaign of church closings continued during the year, and 
authorities removed crosses and other Christian symbols from churches, with Henan Province a particular 
focus area of such activity" (US 21 June 2019, 2). 
 
According to the Distinguished Professor, houses churches "are being forced to remove any Christian symbols 
from their front façade" and "any distinctive 'Western' sacred architecture, such as church steeples" 
(Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019). In October 2018, CBC reported that "Protestants have seen churches 
closed and their crosses torn down under new laws" and that "[e]ven government-sanctioned churches have 
been ordered to reduce their visible presence. Cranes have shown up at many to remove the large red crosses 
from rooftops" (CBC 31 Oct. 2018). The Distinguished Professor added that all church buildings are being 
"forced" to open their doors for secular activities during the week (Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019). 
Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
The CESNUR Director stated that "[t]he authorities have repeatedly stated that one of the aims of the new 
regulation[s] is to eliminate independent house churches, compelling most of them to become part of the 
Three Self Church and liquidating the others" (Director 24 Sept. 2019). The Senior Lecturer similarly stated that 
in some areas, "many" house churches are reportedly "being asked by local officials to register with the TSPM 
or be forcefully shut down" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). Citing "Ying Fuk-tsang, the director of the divinity 
school at the Chinese University of Hong Kong," a 2018 article by the New York Times similarly reports that the 
"goal appears to be to push Protestant churches to register with the government. 'The message is that they 
can't be independent'" (The New York Times 24 Sept. 2018). Freedom House explains that the procedure for 
official registration of religions groups, such as house churches, "are highly complex and burdensome" and is 
difficult without affiliation with state-sanctioned organizations; the source adds that "[c]hurch leaders are 
reluctant to report the names of congregation members as required, for fear that the members will be 
vulnerable to surveillance" (Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 16). 
 
According to the Senior Lecturer, "[i]n the past there was more ability to negotiate relationships with local 
officials, but this is becoming much more restricted" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). Meanwhile, Freedom 
House explains that "[i]n many locales, low-level officials may turn a blind eye to [religious] activities" 
(Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 16-17). The same source also states that "[s]ome unregistered church leaders 
have made a point of alerting local authorities about upcoming meetings or showing kindness to local police 
tasked with monitoring them," with the result that "officials have given de facto approval to 'house churches' 
in their jurisdictions, and police have warned unofficial church leaders of coming raids" (Freedom House 27 
Feb. 2017, 12). However, the same source adds that "during periods of political sensitivity or campaigns led by 
more senior officials, unregistered places of worship are at high risk of harassment, raids, and destruction of 
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property" (Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 16-17). Corroborating information could not be found among the 
sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
Sources indicate that house churches are still active in China (Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 11; Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019), despite the government measures to control religious activities (Freedom House 27 
Feb. 2017, 11). According to a chapter on "semi-legal" religions in China in the book Atlas of Religion in China: 
Social and Geographical Contexts, 
 
[i]n the new century [since 2000], however, most house churches have been able to operate with only 
occasional interference from the authorities. They are no longer in the underground per se, as the police and 
other government agencies know about these house churches. However, they are not legal either, as they are 
not registered with the government nor the TSPM/CCC. (Yang with Pettit 2018, 55) 
 
According to the CESNUR Director, 
 
the government simply lacks the resources to liquidate tens of thousands of house churches. Scholars agree 
that the government focuses on cracking down on house churches that cross some "red lines": they grow 
consistently, expand from one province to others, keeps relations with evangelicals abroad, or criticize the 
Three Self Church and refuse to cooperate with the authorities in their campaigns against the xie jiao [banned 
religious groups]. (Director 24 Sept. 2019) 
 
Further and corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research 
Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
4.1 Treatment of Larger and Smaller Congregations 
According to Australia's DFAT report, "[p]ublic expressions of faith are more vulnerable to adverse treatment 
[by authorities] than private worship (including in small groups)" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.47). The 
Senior Lecturer stated that "[i]f a congregation is small, a dozen or less, then they generally fall under the radar 
or are overlooked," but "house churches which are larger (more than a couple dozen members), have a larger 
public profile, or are quite politically vocal are more readily shut down," as "authorities are more concerned 
with larger groups and the possibility that such groups may try to unify in usurping the government's power" 
(Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). According to the Assistant Professor, "local authorities will definitely pay 
closer attention to the larger churches and want to make sure that they are not involved in politically sensitive 
activities. But churches are not coerced on the basis of the fact that they are large" (Assistant Professor 29 
Sept. 2019). The Distinguished Professor similarly stated that he was unaware of "any pattern of targeting 
large versus small congregations," but that churches of "outspoken pastors" are targeted (Distinguished 
Professor 28 Sept. 2019). 
 
According to the CESNUR Director, "[u]rban churches, which also tend to be bigger, are more easily liquidated 
than rural ones, which also tend to be smaller" (Director 24 Sept. 2019). The same source added that 
 
[t]he so-called "megachurches" are being liquidated one after the other, while small independent 
congregations with a few hundred members or less, with no signs of expansion, no ambition to establish new 
churches, no international relations, and a good relationship (to the point of often serving as informants about 
other Christians and against the xie jiao) with local police and party officers may survive - although this 
precarious survival should not be confused with enjoying genuine religious liberty. (Director 24 Sept. 2019) 
 
Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
4.2 Treatment of House Church Leaders 
According to Australia's DFAT report, "[l]eaders of both registered and unregistered churches are subject to 
greater scrutiny than ordinary worshippers" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.77). The Senior Lecturer stated 
that treatment by authorities "is generally harsher for [house] church leaders" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2019). 
The Assistant Professor explained that "[l]ocal officials usually interact directly with church leaders, and church 
leaders are … [therefore] also more at risk, or likelier to get in trouble with the authorities than the average 
church member" (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019). The same source further stated that 



 

196 
 

 
[i]n the absence of a major protracted conflict between a church and local authorities, local officials might 
speak with church leaders if there is anything they need to know about an unregistered church. They might not 
speak with church members. (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019) 
 
The CESNUR Director explained that 
 
there is a difference between xie jiao and house churches. Common members of xie jiao also go to jail. 
[However, u]nless they resist the police, it is comparatively rare for common members of a house church to be 
arrested and sentenced (some are arrested but kept in a police station for a few days only) although they may 
be harassed and discriminated in their workplaces and kept in general in a situation of uncertainty and fear. 
When a house church is selected for liquidation, pastors, on the other hand, often go to jail. (Director 24 Sept. 
2019) 
 
Corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
Australia's DFAT report states that "[c]hurch leaders (registered or unregistered) who participate in protest 
activity on behalf of their congregations or elsewhere are at high risk of official sanction, but this is likely to 
relate more to their activism than to their religious affiliation or practice" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.79). 
The same report adds that "[m]embers of unregistered churches who participate in human rights activism are 
at high risk of official discrimination and violence, as are their families" (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.83). A 
December 2018 New York Times article similarly reports that "[t]he government has focused its campaign on 
unofficial Christian churches that promote ideas like social justice or have been critical of the party's grip on 
society" (25 Dec. 2018). 
 
5. Regional Treatment, Including in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces 
According to Australia's DFAT report, "[r]estrictions on religious organisations vary widely according to local 
conditions, and can be inconsistent or lack transparency, making it difficult to form general conclusions" 
(Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.44). The CFR similarly states that "[i]mplementation of religious policy is largely 
left to local party officials," with leaders in some places having more tolerance for Christian religious activities 
than in others (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
 
The US Religious Freedom Report for 2018 states that "[r]egulations concerning religion … vary by province," 
and that "local governments, at their discretion, permit certain unregistered religious communities to carry out 
religious practices" (US 21 June 2019, 8). The same report cites the example of "local governments in Xinjiang 
and in Heilongjiang, Zhejiang, and Guangdong Provinces that allow members of Orthodox Christian 
communities to participate in unregistered religious activities" (US 21 June 2019, 8). Corroborating information 
could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of 
this Response. 
 
The Assistant Professor stated that, according to her field research conducted in several cities of the country, 
the "logic by which local governments treat house churches is very similar across cities … [h]ouse churches 
either cooperate with the state, or they do not. Dissident churches are treated the same, regardless of the 
cities they are in" (Assistant Professor 29 Sept. 2019). However, according to the Senior Lecturer, there are 
regional differences with regards to the treatment of house churches (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2017). The 
Distinguished Professor similarly stated that there are differences in treatment, and 
 
[t]he differences seem to be due to the local implementation of the regulations. In some places the 
implementation is light and superficial, and [in] some places it is quite heavy. Also, some house church escape 
notice and others are targeted—seemingly the treatment being a matter of friendliness with the local 
authorities (sometimes having to do with bribes). (Distinguished Professor 28 Sept. 2019) 
 
Sources note in particular the actions taken by authorities against churches in the Zhejiang province in recent 
years (Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7; Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 47; Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.88). 
Sources indicate that thousands of crosses have been removed from churches by authorities since the 
beginning of a 2013 campaign (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.88; Freedom House 27 Feb. 2017, 47; 
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Bertelsmann Stiftung 2018, 7). According to Australia's DFAT report, several hundred unregistered churches 
were also demolished, and the provincial government "punished church leaders who oppose the campaign 
with heavy sentences (up to 14 years) on public disorder charges, as well as apparently unrelated charges such 
as embezzlement" and "also targeted lawyers defending" them (Australia 21 Dec. 2017, para. 3.88). The CFR 
adds that in the city of Wenzhou in Zhejiang province, "known for its large Christian population," party officials 
"ordered the removal of hundreds of crosses and demolition of dozens of churches that allegedly violated 
construction regulations, though several had received prior approval from local officials" (CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
According to the Senior Lecturer, "[t]he restrictions in Zhejiang in the past few years was presumed by most 
researchers to be due to the publicness of those Christians" (Senior Lecturer 27 Sept. 2017). Further and 
corroborating information could not be found among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate 
within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
According to the CESNUR Director, "[r]epression has been particularly strong in Henan" (Director 24 Sept. 
2019). Other sources also indicate a crackdown in Henan Province, including the demolition of several church 
buildings (Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019; CFR 11 Oct. 2018a), the prevention of house church gatherings 
and the confiscation of religious materials (Human Rights Watch 17 Jan. 2019). According to the CFR, "[o]ther 
provinces with large Christian populations, including Anhui and Jiangsu, have also undergone crackdowns" 
(CFR 11 Oct. 2018a). 
 
Information on the treatment of Christians in Guangdong, Fujian, and Hebei Provinces could not be found 
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the 
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as 
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in 
researching this Information Request. 
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RELIGION 
3.28China is a religiously diverse country with a rich and complex society of faiths, belief systems and 
organised religious groups. Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism constitute the ‘three teachings’, a 
philosophical framework which historically has had a significant role in shaping Chinese culture, including 
traditional folk religions. Christianity has been present in China since the seventh century but increased when 
Catholics became active in the late thirteenth century and through Protestant Christian missionaries in the 
nineteenth century. The establishment of the PRC in 1949 under the control of the atheist CCP resulted in the 
expulsion of Christian missionaries and the establishment of ‘Patriotic Associations’: government-affiliated 
organisations which seek to regulate and monitor the activities of registered religious organisations on behalf 
of the CCP. 
3.29 In 2018, the Government attempted to regulate religious groups to prevent challenges to CCP and 
Government control. As religious observance has grown, the CCP has increased oversight and worked to 
tighten control over state-sanctioned religious organisations. Nevertheless, despite the atheist nature of the 
ruling CCP, as many as 25 per cent of Party officials in some localities are estimated to engage in some type of 
religious activity (mostly associated with Buddhism or folk religion). 
3.30 It is difficult to provide exact figures on the number of religious believers in China. In 2018, the 
government released a white paper on China’s Policies and Practices on Protecting Freedom of Religious Belief 
(CPPPFRB white paper). This states the major religions practiced in China are Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, 
Catholicism and Protestantism, and religious believers total almost 200 million (including more than 380,000 
clerical personnel). The white paper also notes the majority of 10 of China’s ethnic minorities, totalling 20 
million people, follow Islam (around 57,000 clerical personnel); 6 million follow Catholicism (8,000 clerical 
personnel); and 38 million follow Protestantism (57,000 clerical personnel). 
3.31The CPPPFRB white paper indicates there are also approximately 5,500 religious groups in China, 
including seven national organisations: the Buddhist Association of China, Chinese Taoist Association, China 
Islamic Association, Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, Bishop’s Conference of Catholic Church in China, 
National Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Churches in China, and the 
Christian Council. There are also an estimated 144,000 places of worship in China: 28,000 Han Buddhist 
temples; 3,800 Tibetan Buddhist lamaseries; 1,700 Theravada Buddhist temples; 9,000 Taoist temples; 35,000 
Islamic mosques; 6,000 Catholic churches and places of assembly spread across 98 dioceses, and 60,000 
Protestant churches and places of assembly. China also has 91 religious schools, approved by the State 
Administration of Religious Affairs (SARA), where more than 10,000 students study, including: 41 Buddhist, 10 
Taoist, 10 Islamic, nine Catholic and 21 Protestant schools. It has six national level religious colleges: the 
Buddhist Academy of China, High-Level Tibetan Buddhism College of China, Chinese Taoism College, China 
Islamic Institute, National Seminary of the Catholic Church in China, and Nanjing Union Theological Seminary. 
3.32 In practice, the number of religious believers, places of worship and religious organisations is likely to 
be much higher - particularly with respect to unregistered organisations (including house churches) which 
operate in parallel to state sanctioned Christian churches. Freedom House estimates there are more than 
350 million religious believers in China who are mostly Chinese Buddhists (185 to 250 million), followed by 
Protestants (60 to 80 Million, of which only 30 million are registered), Muslims (21 to 23 million), Falun Gong 
practitioners (7 to 20 million), Catholics (12 million, of which 6 million are registered) and Tibetan Buddhists 
(6 to 8 million). Other otherwise unaccounted for groups tend to observe aspects of Buddhism, Daoism and 
‘folk religion’. Discrepancies between official statistics and international estimates are due to the fact that 
China does not recognise worshippers who engage in religious activity outside of state-sanctioned 
organisations or believers who are under 18.  
Religion in Fujian 
3.33 While a wide variety of religions are practised across China, they are generally able to thrive to a 
greater degree in Fujian province (Fujian). This is largely due to Fujian’s ethnic and linguistic diversity and 
historical geographical isolation from other parts of China. However, Fujian’s links with other areas of China 
increased following the mid-1950s completion of a railway line that connected Xiamen to other areas of China. 
3.34 Fujian, home to only 2.8 per cent of the Chinese population, is located in the southeast of the People’s 
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Republic of China, bordered by Zhejiang Province to the north, Jiangxi Province to the west and Guangdong 
province to the south. Its main cities are Fuzhou, Xiamen and Quanzhou, which are all located along or close 
to the coast facing the Taiwan Strait. Quanzhou linked Tang dynasty China (618 – 907) with Southeast Asia 
through trade and shipping. 
3.35 Because of poverty and poor agricultural productivity, Fujian residents have a long history of 
emigration to Southeast Asia and, in more recent times, to the United States, Europe, Australia and Africa. 
Fujian is the historic ‘hometown’ of many overseas Chinese and in 2017 there were an estimated 15.8 million 
people originating from Fujian residing across 180 countries and regions overseas. The historical willingness 
of people from Fujian to travel overseas continues in 2019. 
3.36 DFAT assesses that individuals in Fujian have historically practised religion more freely within 
statesanctioned boundaries than in other parts of China, as long as practices do not challenge the interests or 
authority of the Chinese Communist Party. However, DFAT assesses religious control in Fujian has 
incrementally tightened, albeit from a looser base, in line with the rest of the country (See Government 
Framework regarding religion). 
Government framework regarding religion 
3.37Chinese law recognises five religions (Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism and Protestantism), 
members of which must register with the government’s Patriotic Associations mentioned above (Protestants 
must be non-denominational). These organisations must be independent of foreign associations (for example, 
the Vatican). 
3.38 Article 36 of the Constitution states that citizens enjoy freedom of religious belief, and that no state 
organ, public organisation or individual may compel citizens to believe in, or not believe in, any religion. 
Discrimination on the basis of religion is prohibited by law. According to China’s 2018 CPPPFRB white paper, 
every citizen ‘enjoys the freedom to choose whether to believe in a religion; to believe in a certain religion or 
a denomination of the same religion; to change from a non-believer to a believer and vice versa. Believers and 
non-believers enjoy the same political, economic, social and cultural rights, and must not be treated differently 
because of a difference in belief.’ However, Article 36 of the Constitution also states that no one may make 
use of religion to engage in activities that disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens or interfere with 
the educational system of the State. This is enforced by Chinese public security officials who monitor 
registered and unregistered religious groups. 
3.39 Historically, the CCP’s United Front Work Department (UFWD), State Administration for Religious 
Affairs (SARA), and the Ministry of Civil Affairs provided policy guidance and supervision on the 
implementation of the regulations. However, in 2018 the CCP moved religious affairs under the direct purview 
of the UFWD, and thus the CCPs Central Committee. To ‘ensure centralised and unified leadership,’ the UFWD 
absorbed  SARA and has direct oversight of the State Ethnic Affairs Commission and the Overseas Chinese 
Affairs Office, and has been elevated to a level of importance not seen since 1949. 
3.40 The conditions governing the establishment of religious bodies and religious sites, the publication of 
religious material, and the conduct of religious education and personnel are outlined in the Regulations on 
Religious Affairs (RRA). In April 2017, President Xi called on CCP officials working in religious administration to 
reassert the Party’s ‘guiding’ role in religious affairs. Xi’s speech emphasised the need to ‘sinicise’ religion, to 
ensure religious rights did not impinge on CCP authority, and to enforce the prohibition on Party members 
from belonging to any religion. In September 2017, the State Council approved revisions to the 2005 RRA, 
which came into effect on 1 February 2018. The RRAs devolve substantial powers and responsibility to local 
authorities to prevent illegal religious behaviour, including undue influence from foreign organisations. Local 
authorities have significant discretion in interpreting and implementing the regulations at the provincial level. 
3.41 The 2018 RRAs ‘protect citizens’ freedom of religious belief, maintain religious and social harmony and 
regulate the management of religious affairs,’ and give state-registered religious organisations rights to 
possess property, publish literature, train, and approve clergy, collect donations, and proselytise within (but 
not outside) registered places of worship and in private settings (but not in public). Government subsidies are 
also available for the construction of state-sanctioned places of worship and religious schools. 
3.42 According to the State Council, the RRA also ‘curb and prevent illegal and extreme practices,’ and 
emphasise the need to prevent ‘extremism’, indicating they may target Uighur Muslims and Tibetan Buddhists. 
The RRAs: restrict religious education in schools; restrict the times and locations of religious celebrations; 
impose fines for organising illegal religious events or fundraising; detail procedures for approval and 
monitoring of religious training institutions and monitoring online religious activity; detail a requirement to 
report all donations over RMB 100,000 (AUD 20,750); prohibit registered religious organisations from 
distributing unapproved literature, associating with unregistered religious groups, and accepting foreign 
donations (previously permitted); and prohibit foreigners from proselytising. Parallel provisions in the Foreign 
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NGO Law also prohibit foreigners from donating funds to Chinese religious organisations, or raising funds on 
their behalf. 
3.43 The devolution of enforcement of the RRAs to local government and Party authorities also affects 
unregistered Christian churches. Historically, those involved with unregistered churches could be charged with 
fraud. However, under the RRA it is now considered a crime to organise people for the purpose of religion 
(with a particular focus on the organisers). 
3.44 Broadly speaking, religious practice in China is possible within state-sanctioned boundaries, as long as 
such practices do not challenge the interests or authority of the Chinese government. While practice of 
nonrecognised faiths or by unregistered organisations is illegal and vulnerable to punitive official action, it is, 
to some degree, tolerated, especially in relation to traditional Chinese beliefs. Nevertheless, restrictions on 
religious organisations vary widely according to local conditions, and can be inconsistent or lack transparency, 
making it difficult to form general conclusions. 
3.45 Religious practice that the government perceives as contravening broader ethnic, political or security 
policies (for example, see Uighurs and Muslims) is at high risk of adverse official attention. China has one of 
the largest populations of religious prisoners, estimated in the tens of thousands. Human rights groups claim, 
but DFAT cannot verify, that some religious prisoners are tortured and killed in custody. Since 1999, the US 
State Department has annually designated China as a country of particular concern for religious freedom due 
to continued reports of arbitrary detentions and violence with impunity.  
3.46 Members of religious groups claim government authorities continue to press to install CCTV at all 
religious sites, and failure to comply can lead to authorities cutting power and water, or restricting rental 
space to pressure compliance. According to media, in April 2018, the Zion Church in Beijing (one of Beijing’s 
largest unofficial Protestant house churches) refused a request from government authorities to install 24 CCTV 
cameras, including in worship areas, for security purposes. Churchgoers were reportedly harassed by police 
and state security officials at their homes and places of employment, and the Zion Church was evicted by its 
landlord. 
3.47 Regulations prohibiting proselytising are generally enforced across Chinese cities. Public expressions 
of faith are more vulnerable to adverse treatment than private worship (including in small groups). In 
Rongcheng, Shandong, an Social Credit System (SCS) pilot area (see The Social Credit System and Security 
Situation), residents of First Morning Light, a neighbourhood of 5,100 families, have taken the official 
Rongcheng SCS pilot a few steps further and introduced their own SCS penalties for ‘illegally spreading 
religion.’ DFAT is aware of reports of foreigners, including religious missions, being refused entry at churches 
due to pressure from local authorities. 
3.48 DFAT assesses an individual’s ability to practise religion can be influenced by whether the individual 
exercises faith in registered or unregistered institutions, whether they practice openly or privately, and 
whether or not an individual’s religious expression is perceived by the CCP to be closely tied to other ethnic, 
political and security issues. 
3.49 While the Constitution and 2018 RRA allow for sanctioned religious belief, DFAT assesses adherents 
across all religious organisations – from state-sanctioned to underground and/or banned groups - 
faced intensifying official persecution and repression in 2018, which continues in 2019. However, DFAT 
assesses that as Buddhism (as compared to Tibetan Buddhism) and Daoism are part of China’s cultural heritage 
and are not associated with foreign influence, believers are unlikely to experience significant restrictions. 
Muslims 
3.50 Muslims account for 1.8 per cent of the population (approximately 25 million people), although 
estimates vary. The highest concentration of Muslims is in western China, primarily in Xinjiang (the only 
Muslim majority province), Ningxia Autonomous Region (NAR), and Gansu. Other significant Muslim 
populations reside in Henan, Qinghai, Yunnan, Hebei and Shandong. 
3.51 China has 10 major Muslim ethnic groups, the largest of which are the Hui who are predominantly 
based in the NAR, Gansu, Qinghai, and Yunnan provinces. The Hui are relatively assimilated, speak Mandarin 
and tend to look similar to Han Chinese, to whom they are ethnically related. Uighurs (see Ethnic Uighurs), 
primarily based in Xinjiang, are also predominantly Muslim. According to the government, 23,000 of China’s 
over 30,000 mosques are in Xinjiang. 
3.52 China’s 2018 CPPPFRB white paper notes the Regional Ethnic Autonomy Law (1984; Amended 2001) 
states organs of self-government in ethnic autonomous areas shall guarantee citizens of all ethnic groups the 
freedom of religious belief (see Religion). In practice, however, authorities have increasingly restricted 
expressions of the Islamic faith, and officials apply the law rigorously and tightly control religious activity in 
relation to Uighur Muslims (see Ethnic Uighurs). Xinjiang is of particular concern to the government due to 
Xinjiang’s ethnic and religious ties to neighbouring states and an increase in attacks against government 
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workers and civilians, including bombings, and vehicle and knife attacks. The government alleges the East 
Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), a militant Islamic separatist group, is behind the violence, but experts  
suggest the threat posed by ETIM may be exaggerated. However, authorities claim such attacks have not 
occurred in recent years as a result of policies in place in Xinjiang. 
3.53 In 2017 and 2018, restrictions against certain practices were formalised in laws and regulations such 
as (but not limited to) the Xinjiang Regulations Against Extremism (2017; Amended 2018) (Xinjiang 
Regulations). These restrictions, which had been in place for some time, target practices such as: ‘generalising 
the concept of halal,’ wearing full veils or masks, growing beards, using religious names for Muslim newborns, 
and marrying only in religious ceremonies (without formal marriage under law). It is also illegal under Chinese 
law for people under the age of 18 to attend prayer at mosques, and for government officials or students to 
fast during Ramadan, or to participate in private religious education. 
3.54 Article 33 of the Xinjiang Regulations also notes ‘educational transformation institutions such as 
vocational skill education and training centres shall teach the national common language, laws and 
regulations, 
and vocational skills, and; centres should organize and carry out anti-extremist ideological education, 
psychological correction, and behaviour correction to transform the thinking of the trainees so as to help them 
return to society, and to their family’. 
3.55 In September 2017, Radio Free Asia reported that Xinjiang police were confiscating all ‘Islamic-related 
items’, including prayer mats and copies of the Koran. In 2016 and 2017, officials in Xinjiang actively prohibited 
Ramadan observance, reportedly forcing people to eat during the day. 
3.56 Courts in Xinjiang have handed down a number of sentences to people convicted of conducting 
religious activities (see Ethnic Uighurs). In June 2017, for example, a court sentenced a person to two years in 
prison for posting Islamic religious instruction on social media. Reports also indicate Uighurs have been jailed 
for distributing unauthorised religious material on the internet, and large numbers of Muslims have been sent 
to ‘re-education centres’. According to media reporting, behaviour which could lead to detention in such a 
centre includes, but is not limited to: following a ‘halal lifestyle,’ preventing children from attending state 
education, refusing to watch state television or listen to state radio, and spreading religious fanaticism by 
having ‘abnormal beards’ or ‘unusual names.’ 
3.57 While non-Uighur Muslims in the rest of China have historically experienced greater religious freedom, 
the government backed China Islamic Association is reportedly developing a five-year plan to sinicise Islam, 
which media claims is mostly targeted at Hui Muslims. In November 2018, Chinese state media also reported 
local authorities in the NAR had signed a ‘cooperation anti-terrorism agreement’ with Xinjiang, to ‘learn from 
the latter’s experiences in promoting social stability.’ 
3.58 In August 2018, hundreds of ethnic Hui protested in Tongxin, Ningxia, following the demolition of the 
newly built, Islamic-style Weizhou Grand Mosque. The Weizhou Grand Mosque had originally been a 
Chinesestyled building which was demolished during the Cultural Revolution. The Islamic-styled mosque was 
rebuilt with local government support, however was accused of contravening China’s policy of religious 
sinicisation. 
Restrictions on religious expression have led some Hui to fear increasing restrictions on their religious practice. 
3.59 DFAT assesses state sponsored religious control of Muslim Uighurs was significant in 2018, and 
remains so in 2019. DFAT assesses Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang face a high risk of official and societal 
discrimination based on their religion. DFAT assesses Uighur Muslims outside of Xinjiang face a high risk of 
official discrimination due to their religion and a moderate risk of societal discrimination. 
3.60 DFAT assesses that non-Uighur Muslims in other parts of China have historically faced a low risk of 
official and societal discrimination (as they are more integrated and are not perceived to pursue an  
independence agenda); however, DFAT notes a trend of official discrimination towards all Muslims grew in 
2018, and continues to do so in 2019. 
Buddhists 
3.61 Buddhism is acknowledged as a major religious faith in China. However, with the exception of Tibetan 
Buddhism, there is no clear distinction between Buddhism, so-called ‘folk religions’ and Daoism, all of which 
exert an influence in Chinese culture. 
3.63 As an East Asian religion, Buddhism has not been targeted for ‘sinicisation’ in the same way as 
Christianity or Islam, although DFAT is aware of instances where local officials have targeted Buddhist monks 
and nuns for performing rites regarded as superstitious. In 2017, SARA issued ‘Guidelines on Further 
Controlling the Commercialization of Buddhism and Taoism,’ which ‘prohibit commercial capital from being 
invested in religious revenues, to prevent normal religious activities from being affected by money-grabbing 
behaviour.’ 
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Tibetan Buddhists 
3.63 The Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) is home to over six million ethnic Tibetans, nearly ninety per cent 
of the TAR population,the majority of whom practice Tibetan Buddhism (see Ethnic Tibetans). The Dalai Lama, 
condemned by the CCP as a criminal and exiled in India since 1959, is the spiritual leader of one of the main 
schools of Tibetan Buddhism. 
3.64 Despite China’s 2018 CPPPFRB white paper citing the Regional Ethnic Autonomy Law (1984; amended 
2001) stating ‘organs of self-government in ethnic autonomous areas shall guarantee citizens of all ethnic 
groups the freedom of religious belief,’ Chinese authorities strictly control religious observance within the TAR 
and Tibetan regions of Sichuan, Qinghai and Gansu. 
3.65 The government monitors major monasteries and reserves the right to disapprove individual 
applications to take up religious orders. These restrictions also extend to lay Tibetan Buddhists. In 2018, 
following a period of expulsions from and demolition of Buddhist institutions, CCP cadre and officials 
were given control over Larung Gar, Sichuan province, one of the largest Tibetan Buddhist institutions in the 
world. In March 2017, the government also demolished over 3,000 homes at Larung Gar, and sent resident 
monks and nuns to the TAR, where human rights groups claim they were subject to ‘patriotic education’. 
3.66 Tibetans are not permitted to display images of the Dalai Lama, or otherwise show veneration for him. 
Tibetans must also not display veneration for Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, nominated in 1995 by the Dalai Lama 
as the incarnation of the Panchen Lama, Tibetan Buddhism’s second most senior spiritual leader (see Enforced 
or Involuntary Disappearances). Tibetans must instead venerate the Chinese-nominated Panchen Lama, 
Gyaltsen Norbu. State Religious Affairs Bureau Order No 5, Measures on the Management of the Reincarnation 
of Living Buddhas, decreed that the government must approve all reincarnations, and would recognise 
reincarnations only from approved temples. 
3.67 The government has detained monks and nuns suspected of supporting Tibetan separatism, or who 
actively support the exiled Buddhist spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama. It has also detained and harassed Tibetans 
seen to participate in activity deemed hostile to the Chinese state, including protests, provision of assistance 
to people viewed as dissidents, failure to report prohibited behaviour, possession of images of the Dalai Lama, 
and attendance at funerals for people who have self-immolated.  
3.68 At a societal level, Buddhism occupies a place of historical influence and respect, and Tibetan protests 
against the government are largely confined to the TAR and other Tibetan regions. Buddhist monks in the TAR 
have participated in largely peaceful anti-government demonstrations; however, some have included riots 
and self-immolations. Consistent messages from the state and CCP about the threat of Tibetan splittism 
(pursuit of factional interests in opposition to official CCP policy) the evil intent of the Dalai Lama and the 
primitive and exotic nature of Tibetan culture, however, feed ignorance about Tibetan religious practice. 
3.69 DFAT assesses that Tibetan Buddhists in Tibetan regions face a high risk of official discrimination. DFAT 
assesses ethnic Tibetan Buddhists in other parts of China face a lower risk of official discrimination based on 
religion (see Tibetans). DFAT assesses practitioners of Tibetan Buddhism who are not ethnic Tibetan face a low 
risk of official or societal discrimination based on their religion. 
Yi Guan Dao 
3.70 Yi Guan Dao (YGD, also known as Tian Dao and I-Kuan Dao) is a syncretic Chinese religion derived from 
Buddhism. DFAT is unable to provide an estimate of the numbers of YGD followers in China. 
3.71 In December 1950, YGD was the target of a nationwide crackdown, after which the group was driven 
underground. It sought to re-establish itself following China's cultural revolution, but quickly became the 
target of strike-hard campaigns in 1983, during which many followers were incarcerated. 
3.72 While YGD continues to be prohibited in China, it is not included on the list of active cults released by 
the China Anti-Cult Association in 2017 (see Other groups, including ‘cults’). This suggests YGD is not 
considered to have a significant active presence in mainland China by Chinese authorities. However, not 
dissimilar to other religions, DFAT notes China’s legal prohibition on proselytisation under the RRA (see 
Government Framework regarding religion) directly conflicts with the movement’s requirement to proselytise 
and undertake missionary work. 
3.73 Academics note YGD has been gradually re-establishing itself as an underground movement through 
the efforts of missionaries from outside mainland China (notably Taiwan and Hong Kong). The Dui Hua 
Foundation reported in late December 2018 that followers of YGD continue to be the targets of government 
crackdowns. In May 2018, the Chenghai District government in Shantou, Guangdong province, issued a notice 
labelling Yi Guandao a ‘superstitious secret society’ which ‘seriously and adversely affected the socialist 
construction of spiritual civilisation and the normal life of the people.’ Followers were called to register with 
local police, sign statements of repentance and vow not to rejoin YGD. It is unclear in most cases whether YGD 
followers were criminally charged for their religious activities. 
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3.74 The present status of YGD in China is unclear. However, the Dui Hua Foundation reports YGD followers 
in mainland China are likely to be concentrated in Guangdong and Fujian, where there are higher numbers of 
practising Taiwanese followers. DFAT is not able to verify the extent to which YGD members practise their 
faith in China. 
3.75DFAT assesses restrictions on the free practice of religion continue to tighten in mainland China and 
would likely affect followers of YGD, as they would followers of any other unsanctioned, underground 
religion. While the group is not currently considered an 'active' cult in China, DFAT assesses YGD followers 
may face a degree of harassment and be subject to suppression by Chinese authorities and police. DFAT is 
unable to verify the extent or severity of such harassment or suppression.  
Christians 
3.76 China has seen a significant growth in Christianity since the 1980s. In 2010, the Pew Research Center 
estimated there were 67 million Christians in China (58 million Protestant, including both state-sanctioned and 
independent churches). However, 2018 estimates had grown closer to 100 million (unregistered churchgoers 
outnumber members of official churches nearly two to one). 
3.77 In addition to state-sanctioned Catholic and (non-denominational) Protestant churches in China, SARA 
historically permitted friends and family to hold small, informal prayer meetings without official registration. 
This, combined with the controlled nature of religious worship amongst registered Christian institutions, has 
led to the proliferation of sizeable unregistered Christian communities in both rural and urban China. 
Independent churches, otherwise known as ‘house’ or ‘family’ churches (for Protestant organisations), and 
‘underground’ churches (for Catholic organisations) are private religious forums that adherents create in their 
own homes or other places of worship. ‘House’ or ‘underground’ churches vary in size from around 30 to 
several thousand participants/attendees. 
3.78 There has been an increase in state control of both registered and unregistered churches in recent 
years, including targeted campaigns to remove hundreds of rooftop crosses from churches, forced demolitions 
of churches, and harassment and imprisonment of Christian pastors and priests (see Government Framework 
regarding religion). Some churches deliberately restrict their numbers to avoid attracting adverse official 
attention. Government officials are more likely to scrutinise churches with foreign affiliations, or those that 
develop large or influential local networks, and house churches are under pressure to ‘sinicise’ their religious 
teachings. 
3.79 Leaders of both registered and unregistered churches are also subject to greater scrutiny than 
ordinary worshippers are, and leaders of registered churches must obtain permission to travel abroad. Church 
leaders (registered or unregistered) who participate in protest activity on behalf of their congregations or 
elsewhere are at high risk of official sanction, but this is likely to relate more to their activism than to their 
religious affiliation or practice (see Political Opinion (actual or Imputed) and Protesters/petitioners). 
3.80 Religious NGOs claim that, while pressure on Christian groups differs from province to province, a 
trend of increased pressure on Christian groups normalised across provinces in 2018. Authorities apply 
pressure to Christian churches during monthly ‘tea’ meetings. According to media, authorities cracked down 
on Christmas celebrations in December 2018. Several cities, schools and government institutions issued 
instructions not to celebrate Christmas and to promote Chinese culture instead, and at least four cities and 
one county issued a ban on Christmas decorations. In Langfei, Hebei province, authorities ordered the removal 
of all Christmas decorations and stopped shops selling Christmas-themed products to ‘maintain stability.’ In 
Changsha, Hunan province, the education bureau issued a directive to schools not to celebrate ‘western  
festivals’ such as Christmas, and not to put up decorations, post related messages or exchange gifts. 
Nevertheless, DFAT notes Christmas decorations were still visible in some department stores in major cities 
across China. 
3.81 In December 2018, police raided a children’s bible class in Guangzhou, and shut down the Early Rain 
Covenant Church in Chengdu, arresting 100 members and keeping others under close surveillance in 
December 2018. In September 2018, one of China’s largest underground churches, Beijing Zion Church, was 
shut down (see Government Framework regarding religion). Members of the Early Rain Covenant Church were 
detained by authorities in June 2018 due to plans to hold a prayer service to mark the anniversary of 
Tiananmen Square and, in May 2018, due to plans to hold a prayer service to mark the tenth anniversary of 
the Sichuan earthquake.  
 
3.82 Heightened government sensitivity over foreign influence creates difficulties for prominent members 
of unregistered churches seeking to travel abroad, particularly for religious events, and for foreign church 
organisations to work, or liaise with registered churches, in China. NGOs report increasing difficulties for 
mainland Christians seeking to travel to Hong Kong or Macau for religious activities, and for Christian NGOs or 
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activists from Hong Kong and Macau to travel to the mainland. 
3.83 DFAT assesses members of unregistered churches who participate in human rights activism are at high 
risk of official discrimination and violence, as are their families (see Political Opinion (actual or Imputed). DFAT 
assesses the adverse attention relates to their activism and association with unregistered (and illegal) 
organisations, rather than specifically to their Christian faith. 
Protestants 
3.84 The Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), established in 1949, oversees China’s ‘postdenominational’ 
(non-denominational) Protestant church and is estimated to have 23 to 30 million members 
(official statistics). The ‘Three-Self’ is a Chinese abbreviation for the church’s three principles of 
selfadministration, self-financing and self-evangelisation. The Chinese Christian Council (CCC) and the TSPM 
supervise approximately 60,000 registered Protestant churches and several hundred thousand affiliated 
meeting points. 
3.85 The TSPM operates seminaries in Liaoning, Zhejiang, Heilongjiang, Guangdong, Fujian, Jiangsu, 
Shandong and Nanjing, as well as many bible schools across the country. Unlike other religions, sources report 
the government provides financial support to TSPM seminaries, and TSPM seminaries are required to play an 
informal role in implementing government policy and regulations on religion (see RRA, Government 
Framework regarding religion), and monitoring provincial churches. 
3.86 Between 100 and 200 students are estimated to study at each TSPM seminary each year. TPSM 
seminary study is four-years long, and graduates are required to return to teach at their original church on 
completion of the course, and to return to their TSPM seminary every three years (while under 60 years of 
age). Qualifications from foreign seminaries are not recognised in China. TSPM believers are not permitted to 
proselytise outside of church or seminary walls, and TSPM seminaries require provincial-level approval from 
the TSPM committee to invite foreign religious leaders to visit the seminary. Sources report the demographics 
of TPSM followers are shifting. Historically, believers were mostly older and female, whereas there is a growing 
trend of younger adults with higher levels of education joining TSPM. 
3.87 Estimates of numbers of unregistered Protestants in China vary from around 30 million to over 100 
million. Unregistered Protestant churches risk adverse treatment by authorities due to their illegal status. 
Adverse treatment can include raids and destruction of church property, pressure to join or report to 
government-sanctioned religious organisations and, on occasion, violence and criminal sanction, particularly 
in response to land disputes with local authorities. DFAT is aware of, but cannot verify, reports of authorities 
pressuring house churches by cutting off electricity or forcing landlords to evict members. Some members of 
house churches claim to have been able to use registered church facilities for weddings, or to purchase bibles. 
Others have reported difficulties in hiring even commercial facilities such as hotels or restaurants, because of 
their association with illegal churches. Christian organisations report house church members were arrested in 
2017 for refusing to register with the TSPM, and Christian schools were closed for ‘brainwashing’ children. 
3.88 The Zhejiang provincial government’s 2013 urban renewal campaign led to the demolition of several 
hundred unregistered churches. In 2017, the US Commission on International Religious Freedom reported 
over 1,500 church demolitions or removals of crosses since 2014. The government has punished church  
leaders who oppose the campaign with heavy prison sentences (up to 14 years) on public disorder charges, as 
well as apparently unrelated charges such as embezzlement. In May 2019, media and Christian advocacy 
groups reported the government launched a new campaign called ‘Return to Zero’ in April 2019, aimed at 
eradicating underground house churches and ensuring only state sanctioned and heavily restricted TPSM 
churches remained functional. Authorities have also targeted lawyers defending the church leaders (see 
Human Rights Defenders (including Lawyers)). 
Catholics 
3.89 The Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA) has managed Catholic affairs in China, including the 
appointment of bishops, since 1957. The CCPA does not recognise the authority of the Holy See to appoint 
bishops. Relations between the Vatican (which recognises Taiwan) and the PRC have varied over time. 
Between 1993 and 2010, the Vatican had discreet input or even right of approval for bishop candidates in 
some provinces prior to their ordination by the CCPA. Since 2010, the CCPA has ordained most bishops without 
Vatican input. In April 2013, the Regulation on the Election and Consecration of Bishops required candidate 
bishops to pledge support publicly for the CCPA. Approximately 40 Vatican-ordained bishops remain 
independent of the CCPA. 
3.90 In 2016, the Vatican and CCPA agreed on the ordination of two bishops, but there is still no agreement 
on the treatment of bishops ordained by each respectively but not recognised by the other. In-country 
contacts say discussions between the Vatican and Chinese officials have led to little change in the treatment 
of members of the underground Catholic Church. In May 2017, Vatican-appointed Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin 
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was arrested and detained at a location unknown to the Vatican or his family. Bishop Thaddeus Ma Daqin was 
released from four years of house arrest in 2016 after he published a statement strongly supporting the CCPA. 
In 2018, China reached a provisional agreement with the Vatican under which Pope Francis recognised several 
Chinese state-appointed bishops who had been ex-communicated. 
3.91 In the past, local authorities required priests to submit sermons and prayers in advance for approval 
and to regularly provide names and addresses of congregation members. Sources report this is no longer 
required in areas where the Catholic Church has built trust with local officials over time. 
3.92DFAT assesses Catholics in China can experience officially-sanctioned harassment and discrimination 
where authorities regard their activities to be politically sensitive. Catholics in China face a low risk of societal 
discrimination. 
Other groups, including ‘cults’ 
3.93 The Criminal Law provides for prison sentences of up to seven years for individuals who use 
‘superstitious sects, secret societies or evil religious organisations’ to undermine the state’s laws or 
administrative regulations. A 1999 judicial explanation refers to: ‘those illegal groups that have been found 
using religions, qigong [a traditional Chinese exercise discipline], or other things as a camouflage, deifying their 
leading members, recruiting and controlling their members, and deceiving people by moulding and spreading 
superstitious ideas, and endangering society.’ While the criminal provisions principally target Falun Gong, 
others who engage in practices deemed superstitious or cult-like can face harassment, detention and 
imprisonment. 
3.94 In September 2017, the government published a list of 20 banned groups on its official Anti-Cult 
website ‘xie jiao’(cult) and launched an anti-cult platform on social media called ‘Say No to Cult,’ which 
includes  a function for reporting suspicious activity. Eleven banned groups were listed as ‘dangerous’ on the 
xie jiao 
website: Falun Gong, Eastern Lightning (also known as The Church of Almighty God), The Shouters, The 
Disciples Society (or Mentu Hui), Unification Church, Guanyin Method Sect (Guanyin Famen or the Way of the 
Goddess of Mercy), Bloody Holy Spirit, Full Scope Church, Three Grades of Servants (or San Ban Pu Ren), True 
Buddha School and Mainland China Administrative Deacon Station. The xie jiao website also warned the public 
to ‘be on guard against’ an additional nine groups: the Lingling Church, the Anointed King, the Children of God, 
Dami Mission, the New Testament Church, the World Elijah Gospel Mission Society, the Lord God Sect, the 
Yuandun Dharma Gate, and the South China Church. 
3.95 Local authorities interpret ‘cult’ in different ways. Chinese government sensitivities towards religious 
cults have historical roots: religious cults led significant rebellions during the 19th century. Mainstream 
Christians tend to deride cults as heretics, but government crackdowns on ‘cults’ can affect unregistered 
mainstream Christian churches, as local officials may have difficulty distinguishing unregistered mainstream 
churches from cults. 
Falun Gong 
3.96 Falun Gong (also known as Falun Dafa) is a spiritual movement that blends aspects of Daoism, 
Buddhism, and Qigong (traditional breathing and meditation). Freedom House estimates seven to 20 million 
people currently practice Falun Gong in China. Falun Gong practitioners claim the movement has ancient 
origins, but it first appeared in its modern form in 1992, when founder Li Hongzhi began teaching the exercises 
in Changchun, Jilin province. Unlike other religions, Falun Gong focuses on private exercises and meditation. 
3.97 The government declared Falun Gong illegal and ‘an evil cult’ after a large protest by followers at the 
CCP headquarters in Beijing in 1999. The CCP maintains a Leading Small Group for Preventing and Dealing with 
the Problem of Heretical Cults to eliminate the Falun Gong movement and to address ‘evil cults’. An 
extrajudicial security apparatus known as the 6-10 Office (named after 10 June 1999 crackdown against Falun 
Gong) has the task of eradicating Falun Gong activities. The 6-10 office has reportedly created specialised 
facilities known as ‘transformation through re-education centres’ to force practitioners to relinquish their 
faith. Falun Gong reportedly remains active throughout China, but most prominently in Shandong and 
northeastern China, although Falun Gong’s illegal status makes this difficult to verify. 
3.98 Since the abolition of re-education through labour centres in late 2013, Falun Gong practitioners have 
reportedly been subjected to residential detention, criminal and other forms of administrative punishment 
(see Arbitrary Arrest and Detention), or have been released after receiving propaganda training. Freedom 
House states it independently verified 933 cases between 1 January 2013 and 1 June 2016 of Falun Gong 
adherents receiving prison sentences of up to 12 years for their beliefs. 
3.99 Falun Gong members do not openly proselytise in mainland China, although the movement is active 
in Hong Kong (where it remains legal) and abroad. Falun Gong practitioners identify potential new members 
and slowly introduce them to the practices and beliefs of Falun Gong. Falun Gong practitioners are generally 
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able to practise privately in their homes. Once known to authorities, colleagues or neighbours, however, Falun 
Gong members face widespread official and societal discrimination. 
3.100 Lawyers representing Falun Gong practitioners claim a typical Falun Gong case involves: a period of 
initial investigation; the suspect having their personal belongings confiscated and being placed in custody for 
three to six months; trial by court; and then sentencing. Arrested Falun Gong practitioners (leaders and 
followers alike) commonly receive sentences of three to seven years’ imprisonment. Correctional officers will 
pressure Falun Gong practitioners to denounce their faith, and detainees may receive better treatment if they  
sign confessional statements. Falun Gong practitioners and their lawyers claim that judges and lawyers are 
actively discouraged from taking on Falun Gong cases, and that Falun Gong practitioners have suffered 
psychiatric experimentation and organ harvesting.DFAT is not able to verify these claims. 
3.101 On release from detention, Falun Gong members can be placed under surveillance and can experience 
difficulties finding employment beyond low-skilled jobs. Discrimination against Falun Gong practitioners can 
extend to family members and can result in the loss of employment, pensions or social relationships. 
Government officials, members of the police force and employees of state-owned enterprises are commonly 
required to sign a statement that they and their families are not Falun Gong members. A widespread and 
sustained government communications campaign against Falun Gong has effectively discredited it within 
mainstream Chinese society. 
3.102 Unlike other officially designated cults, the government regards Falun Gong practitioners as political 
opponents rather than victims, and treats them accordingly (see Political Opinion (actual or imputed)). Lawyers 
who defend Falun Gong practitioners are frequently denied access to their clients in detention or court, and 
are subjected to adverse treatment and physical and electronic surveillance by authorities (see Human Rights 
Defenders (including Lawyers)). 
3.103 Falun Gong practitioners known to the authorities would likely find it difficult to obtain a passport. 
Sources report some migration agents, particularly in transit countries, may have coached would-be asylum 
seekers on Falun Gong practices to facilitate their claims. 
3.104 DFAT assesses that Falun Gong practitioners, and their lawyers, are at high risk of official 
discrimination. Due to the government’s sustained public campaign against them, Falun Gong practitioners, if 
exposed, face a moderate risk of societal discrimination. 
The Shouters (Local Church) 
3.105 The Shouters (also known as ‘Yellers’, ‘Local Church’, ‘Recovery Church’, ‘Assembly Hall’ and 
‘Assemblies’) are a Chinese offshoot of Watchman Nee's Little Flock led by Nee's student, Changshou Li, 
otherwise known as ‘Witness Lee’. The Shouters were created in the US in 1962 and introduced to China in 
1979. Witness Li created a ‘Recovery Bible’ by annotating the standard Bible and claimed that the gift of 
tongues could be taught, and that salvation could be had by saying ‘O Lord’ three times. The Shouters are 
named for their practice of stamping their feet while shouting as part of their worship. By 1983, the group had 
up to 200,000 followers across China. 
3.106 The CCP targeted the Shouters in the early 1980s as counter-revolutionary, and the Shouters 
splintered into several groups including Eastern Lightning (also known as the Church of Almighty God, see 
Eastern Lightning).DFAT is unable to verify the extent to which Shouters remain active in China. 
Eastern Lightning (Church of Almighty God, COAG) 
3.107 The Chinese government listed Eastern Lightning, an offshoot of the Shouters, also known as ‘The 
Church of the Almighty God (COAG)’, ‘The Congregation’, ‘Oriental Lightning’, ‘Seven Spirit Sect’, ‘Second 
Saviour Sect’, ‘True Light Sect’, ‘True Way Sect’, and ‘New Power Lord's Church’ as a banned xie jiao (cult) in 
November 1995. According to Chinese government statistics, COAG had four million members in 2014. 
However, COAG claims more than a million followers in a seven-level hierarchy. DFAT is unable to verify the 
number of COAG members practising in China. Chinese government sources claim most members are  
uneducated rural women aged around 50 years. However, academics suggests COAG membership also 
includes middle and upper class, Chinese males and females. 
3.108 Zhao Weishan, a physics teacher from Henan province who later fled to the United States, is claimed 
to have founded COAG in 1989. However, academics note COAG members have denied Zhao was their 
founder, and some claim a small community existed before Zhao’s involvement. COAG adherents believe Jesus 
returned to earth and was incarnated as ‘Almighty God,’ a living person, sent ‘to bring the fullness of truth to 
purify and save humankind.’ Most of ‘Almighty God’s’ utterances are collected in the book ‘The Word Appears 
in the Flesh.’ COAG members also believe they are in a constant mortal struggle against the ‘Great Red Dragon’ 
(a possible reference to the CCP), and that membership of the group will save them from impending 
apocalypse. According to the COAG movement, ‘Almighty God’ came to inaugurate the third and final age of 
humanity, the Age of Kingdom, which follows the Age of Law (the Old Testament) and the Age of Grace (of 
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Jesus). 
3.109 There is no formal liturgy in the COAG movement, nor sacraments or eucharist, as these are viewed 
by members as practices of the Age of Grace, not the Age of Kingdom. However, academics report COAG has 
a structural church system, with local and international leaders, and claim gathering is important to COAG 
members, who worship by meeting and discussing their understanding of ‘Almighty God’s’ words, listening to 
sermons and singing hymns. 
3.110 Although the movement never mentions the name of ‘Almighty God,’ nor any specific biographical 
details, academics believe ‘Almighty God’ identifies a Chinese woman known as ‘lightning Deng’ (Yang 
Xiangbin, the wife of Zhao Weishan). In 2000, Zhao and Yang Xiangbin moved to the United States and led the 
movement from New York. Academics note members refer to ‘Almighty God’ as ‘Almighty God,’ and not by 
any civil name, nor by any specific gender. 
3.111 COAG reportedly encourages members to break away from family, although academics claim the 
accusation that COAG’s theology is anti-family does not have any support in COAG’s scriptures, which teach 
that the family is part of Almighty God’s plan and reiterate Almighty God’s requirement to honour parents and 
be faithful spouses in the Age of Kingdom. COAG reportedly demands unconditional obedience from low-level 
believers. 
3.112 Academics claim the movement has been severely persecuted in China, and many COAG members, 
including national leader Ma Suoping (1969-2009), have been arrested or killed. According to statistics claimed 
by the movement, more than 400,000 members have been arrested in China to date. Security agencies have 
arrested large groups of sect members in Qinghai, Guizhou, Ningxia, Henan, Hubei, Xinjiang, Anhui and 
Liaoning provinces in recent years. DFAT is unable to verify these claims; however, academics cite semi-weekly 
references in Chinese State media reports regarding anti-COAG campaigns and arrests. State media reports 
detail abductions; extortion; beatings; murder; seduction; and aggressive proselytising as part of the group’s 
practice of recruiting new members and punishing non-believers, including those seeking to leave the group. 
3.113 In May 2014, six people, who the Chinese government claim were COAG members, reportedly beat a 
woman to death at a McDonald’s restaurant in Zhaoyuan, Shandong. Two of the six alleged perpetrators were 
executed in 2015. Three others received prison sentences of life, ten and seven years respectively for their 
roles in the attack. The sixth was a minor aged 12. The McDonald’s case triggered an official crackdown on 
‘cult’ organisations. Academics claim the McDonald’s murder was not conducted by COAG, but instead 
perpetrated by an unrelated, but similar religious movement. Zhang Fan, a leader of the movement linked to 
the McDonald’s murder, denied she had ever been a member of COAG, but was executed in 2015.  
3.114 Sources report the government’s efforts to crackdown on Christian ‘cult’ organisations aim to identify 
and punish the leaders, with disciples viewed as victims. COAG in Australia (which denies connection to the 
McDonald’s attack) claims Chinese security agencies have monitored, intimidated, detained and mistreated 
its members in China since 2011, and its Annual Reports detail several such instances. Such treatment would 
be consistent with government treatment of members of other banned organisations. Stigma associated with 
cults may make it difficult for members to find defence lawyers, and lawyers taking on their cases are often 
themselves targets of adverse attention by authorities (see Human Rights Defenders (including Lawyers)). 
DFAT is unable to verify the extent to which COAG is active in China. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons 
3.115 Interest in non-sanctioned religions, including Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity and the Baha’i faith, appears to be rising in China, but numbers are difficult to verify, not least 
because of their illegal status. Government sensitivity towards foreign influence and CCP mistrust of 
organisations it does not control would likely make it difficult for Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons to 
practise 
their faith in China. In particular, the legal prohibition on proselytisation under the 2018 RRA (see Government 
Framework regarding religion) directly conflicts with the religious requirement of both Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and Mormons to proselytise in the broader community. 
3.116 Jehovah’s Witnesses claim they have faced increased nationwide religious persecution since May 
2018, and report maltreatment has occurred in, but is not limited to, Zhejiang, Guangzhou, Qingdao, Xinjiang, 
Nanjing, Tibet, Chongqing, Zhuhai, Shangxi and Dali. Jehovah’s Witnesses also claim community members have 
experienced home raids, physical abuse, separation from families (including visa cancellation and deportation 
for couples with foreign spouses), interrogation, detention and placement in re-education centres, and that 
authorities seized phones and laptops in 2018. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim it is common for the foreign spouses 
of Chinese citizens who are Jehovah’s Witnesses to be separated from their families and deported, with no 
right to return for five years. 
3.117 The present status of Jehovah’s Witnesses in China is unclear and DFAT is not able to verify the extent 



 

209 
 

to which Jehovah’s Witnesses practise their faith in China. China is not on the Jehovah’s Witness website’s 
world listing. However, DFAT assesses restrictions on the free practice of religion continue to tighten in 
mainland China and would likely affect Jehovah’s Witnesses (and potentially the faith’s willingness to list its 
operation in China on its official website), as they would followers of any other unsanctioned underground 
religion. While the group is not currently considered an 'active' cult in China, DFAT assesses followers may face 
a degree of harassment and be subject to suppression by Chinese authorities and police. DFAT is unable to 
verify the extent or severity of such harassment or suppression. 
DFAT does not have any specific information in relation to Mormons in China. 
 
 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Submission to 42nd Session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council, 3 September 2019 

https://www.csw.org.uk/2019/09/03/report/4437/article.htm 
42nd Session of the United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC42) 
Situation of Freedom of Religion or Belief in the People’s Republic of China 
Introduction 
1. CSW (Christian Solidarity Worldwide) is a human rights organisation specialising in the right to freedom of 
religion or belief (FoRB) for all. This submission seeks to draw the Council’s attention to the situation of FoRB 
and other human rights issues in the People’s Republic of China. 
2. CSW receives reports of violations against every major religious community in China, including Muslims, 
Catholics, Protestants, and Falun Gong practitioners; the right to FoRB in China is rapidly and significantly 
decreasing. 
3. The increasing abuses of this fundamental right reflect a broader pattern of increasing human rights abuses 
under Xi Jinping, accompanied by and manifested through a shrinking space for civil society, a heightened 
sensitivity to perceived challenges to party rule, and the introduction of legislation that curtails civil and 
political rights in the name of national security. 
 
State-sanctioned religion 
4. The Chinese constitution protects ‘normal’ religious activities (Article 36). In practice this refers to activities 
under the five officially recognised religious traditions (Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Protestantism and 
Catholicism) which are overseen by seven state- sanctioned associations. 
5. On 1 February 2018 China’s State Council revisions to the 2005 Regulations on Religious Affairs came into 
effect. These measures strengthen state control over religious activities in China. Previously, there was for 
some time a large number of unregistered churches which were tolerated by the local authorities, despite 
official restrictions. Under Xi Jinping these unregistered churches are under increasing pressure. In 2018 and 
2019, numerous independent ‘house’ churches reported cases of harassment, fines, confiscation of property 
and forced closure of churches in Beijing, Guangdong, Sichuan, Henan, Guizhou and other places. 
6. In March 2018 Chinese state media announced that the United Front Work Department will now oversee 
ethnic and religious affairs in the country. This change is part of a restructuring of party agencies which places 
the government more directly under Party control. 
Protestant and Catholic churches 
 7. Both registered and unregistered Protestant churches and pastors have been personally and collectively 
penalised for peaceful religious activities. For example, the demolition of unregistered church buildings such as 
the 50,000-member Golden Lampstand (Jindengtai) Church in Shanxi Province; and the forced closure of 
unregistered churches such as 20-plus year old Home of Christ church in Shantou, Guangdong Province. 
8. Registered and unregistered churches have been forced by authorities to install CCTV monitoring inside 
rooms where church services take place. In September 2018, authorities shut down Beijing’s Zion Church after 
the church refused to install 24 closed-circuit cameras in the building. 
9. A large-scale crackdown on Early Rain Church in Chengdu, Sichuan Province began in 2018 when the 
authorities arrested over 100 members. Pastor Wang Yi is in detention having been accused of ‘inciting 
subversion’ and ‘illegal business activity’. His wife, Jiang Rong, was accused of ‘inciting subversion’ but has 
been released on bail. 
10. Catholic churches, clergy and lay people are experiencing similar restrictions and violations to that of the 
Protestant community. In Henan Province, Catholic churches have been demolished. A number of clergy have 
been arrested or disappeared. According to Catholic media reports, Father Su Guipeng of Shadifang parish was 
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placed under house arrest in October 2018, and was released in December 2018 but prohibited from managing 
parish affairs.1 Father Zhao He of Xuanhua Diocese, Dongcheng Catholic Church, was detained in October 2018 
and released in January 2019.2 Father Zhang Guilin and Father Wang Zhong of the Diocese of Chongli-Xiwanzi 
were detained in winter 2018; their current status is unknown.3 
Violations in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
11. Since 2017 there have been reports of the widespread detention of one million - with recent reports 
estimating three million - Uyghurs, Kazakhs and members of other Muslim-majority ethnic groups in political 
re-education camps4 in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR). These individuals have been detained 
for acts as basic as having the WhatsApp application on their mobile phones, having relatives abroad, 
accessing religious material and engaging in peaceful religious activities.5 
12. Inside the camps conditions are dangerously unsanitary and overcrowded; detainees are subject to 
beatings, sleep deprivation and solitary confinement. There is at least one report 
 
1 UCAnews, ‘Chinese bishop and priest released for Lunar New Year’, 8 February 2019 
https://www.ucanews.com/news/chinese-bishop-and-priests-released-for-lunar-new-year/84473 
2 Ibid. 
3 La Croix International, ‘A sad tale of two detained Chinese priests’, 16 November 2018, https://international.la-
croix.com/news/a-sad-tale-of-two-detained-chinese-priests/8872 
4 Variously known as ‘counter-extremism training centres’, ‘education and transformation training centres’ etc. 
5 Congressional-Executive Commission on China, ‘Chairs Raise Alarm About Deteriorating Human Rights Situation in 
Xinjiang’, 8 January 2018, www.cecc.gov/media-center/press-releases/chairs-raise-alarm- about-deteriorating-human-
rights-situation-in 
       

 of a minor dying in a camp: according to Radio Free Asia, in March 2018 a 17-year-old Uyghur boy, Naman, 
died of unknown causes, in detention at a political re-education camp in Kashgar. 
13. There is a significant religious element to the detentions with witnesses reporting that inside the camps 
detainees are required to renounce Islam, eat pork and promise not to follow a religion. Christian Uyghurs 
have also been detained, with some reports stating that Christian detainees have been questioned about their 
religious belief. 
Tibet 
14. Tibetan Buddhists’ religious practice is tightly controlled by the authorities. There are ongoing reports of 
religious services being disrupted, religious institutions intrusively monitored, religious sites closed, property 
confiscated, as well as cases of arbitrary detention and restrictions on religious teaching and training. 
15. A ‘renovation’ campaign by the authorities launched in July 2016 resulted in the demolition of hundreds of 
homes at Larung Gar Buddhist Institute in Sertar, Sichuan Province. Larung Gar is believed to be one of the 
largest Buddhist teaching centres in the world, with a population of over 10,000; a demolition order detailed 
plans to reduce the number of residents to 5,000. 
Falun Gong 
16. Falun Gong, has been banned since 1999. It is widely reported by lawyers and Falun Gong organisations 
that a task force, the 610 Office, was established specifically to eradicate Falun Gong: adherents outside China 
continue to report the torture in custody of Falun Gong practitioners across the country. 
17. Several recent reports have suggested that Falun Gong practitioners and other prisoners of conscience, 
including other ethnic and religious minorities, may have been victims of forced organ harvesting. CSW is not 
able to independently verify these reports but is deeply concerned by the conclusions of an independent 
people’s tribunal into forced organ harvesting of prisoners of conscience in China, which concluded in June 
2019 that “Forced organ harvesting has been committed for years throughout China”.6 
Recommendations to the government of China 
18. Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International Convention for the 
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances (CED) and the Optional Protocol of the Convention 
Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), and ensure national 
laws and relevant policies are in line with international standards. 
19. Revise all regulations and legislation pertaining to religion to ensure they align with international standards on the right 
to FoRB as set out in Article 18 of the ICCPR and 
 
6 The China Tribunal, June 2019, www.chinatribunal.com 
   

 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), in consultation with religious communities and legal 
experts. 
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20. Protect the right of all people in China to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, in accordance with 
Article 18 of the ICCPR and the UDHR. 
21. Ensurethatanyformofregistrationsystemisoptional,notmandatory,andisnotused as a tool to control 
religious activities. 
22. Immediately release all prisoners of conscience detained in connection with their religion or belief and 
impartially investigate cases of wrongful imprisonment. 
23. Abolish and end the use of re-education camps, and all forms of extra-legal detention, enforced 
disappearance and arbitrary detention, and release detainees immediately and without condition. 
Recommendations to the international community 
24. At every possible opportunity, in public and in private, urge China to respect, protect and promote the 
right to freedom of religion or belief for all people in China, and to implement the recommendations provided 
above. 
25. At every possible opportunity, in public and in private, condemn China’s use of re- education camps, and all 
forms of extra-legal detention, enforced disappearance and arbitrary detention. 
26. Investigate and monitor cases of human rights abuses including violations of the right to FoRB. 
27. Support all available means of investigation into human rights abuses in XUAR, including inquiries into 
whether abuses perpetrated by the Chinese government constitute crimes against humanity and cultural 
genocide. 
28. Consider sanctions against policymakers responsible for human rights abuses including those responsible 
for the abuses in XUAR. 
29. Given the high risk of arbitrary detention and ill treatment for those returning to XUAR from overseas, 
individual national governments should also ensure that individuals from XUAR belonging to religion or belief 
minorities are not forcibly deported to China. 
30. Companies operating in China or involved in the sale of surveillance technology to the Chinese government 
and companies should conduct robust human rights due diligence to assess the impact of their transactions on 
religious and ethnic minorities, meeting with civil society stakeholders and technology and human rights 
activists engaged on these issues. 

China Aid, Officials break into Fujian churches, 25 August 2019 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/08/officials-break-into-fujian-churches.html 
 
(Xiamen, Fujian—Aug. 25, 2019) Officials in China’s Fujian province continue to persecute churches, breaking 
into the meeting places of Xingguang Church and Xinzao Church in Xiamen. 
 
According to Xingguang Church attendees, multiple officers broke into one of the church’s locations on Aug. 
19, which was being remodeled at the time. The Christians gathered there asked the officials to show their IDs 
and inspection papers, but they weren’t able to produce any documents. However, they continued to measure 
and inspect the building and even broke a Christian man’s cell phone. Congregants said that it was the second 
time the officials have raided the church. 
 
Likewise, those who attended Xinzao Church also requested that officials show identification, but they could 
not produce it. The officials claimed that it was a public space, even though the property is owned privately by 
the Christians. The police covered their badge numbers and asked a property management employee to join 
them in the inspection. Officers forbade the church members from photographing the situation, and one 
official said, “Don’t ask who we are. We enforce laws normally. Don’t obstruct me.” 
 
The same official asked the owner of the property why they were taking pictures, to which the owner replied, 
“I am a citizen of the People’s Republic of China, and you forcibly broke into private property without consent, 
so I have the right to take pictures.” 
 
 
Officials at Xinzao Church. 
(Photo: ChinaAid) 
On June 25, the authorities claimed that Xinzao Church Pastor Wang Tianmin used the church as a 
religious venue without authorization and organized and held religious events in violation of the Regulations 
on Religious Affairs. Subsequently, authorities called for all religious activities to be stopped. They said if the 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/08/officials-break-into-fujian-churches.html
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church disagreed with their decision, they could submit an application for administrative reconsideration to 
the Huli District Government or the Xiamen Municipal Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau within 60 days of 
receiving a penalty decision document. 
 
Two days later, multiple government departments ordered firefighters to break into the church, interrupting a 
Bible study. 
 
Pastor Wang said, “We are following legal protocol, and our only purpose is to show our stance and testify to 
the Gospel, regardless of whether we win or lose the case. Please pray for us.” 
 

Bitter Winter, The CCP Secret Plan Revealed: Eradicate House Churches in Two Years, 6 
August 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/ccp-secret-plan-to-eradicate-house-churches-in-two-years/ 
The CCP has a new mission: eliminating house churches nationwide within the next two years. In the 
meantime, it’s upping the ante, forcibly shutting down churches and targeting them even in cyberspace.  
 
by Li Mingxuan 
 
Bitter Winter has learned that police in different provinces tell openly believers that the CCP plans to eliminate 
all independent house churches that are not part of the government-controlled Three Self Church within the 
next two years. 
 
On June 23, a house church in Zouping city in the eastern province of Shandong was raided by the police. The 
church was looted and its director was arrested for arguing with the police. 
 
At 6:30 a.m., about 40 to 50 personnel, including police officers and the director of the United Front Work 
Department in the city, arrived at the church’s meeting venue. The police taped off the area to keep the 
believers from entering the premises, saying the gatherings there were illegal. According to onlookers who 
talked to Bitter Winter, that day, plainclothes officers were assigned to lurk around the church and wait for an 
opportunity to disperse believers. 
 
The church building was completely shut down and emptied of its contents. 
The church building was completely shut down and emptied of its contents. 
Bibles and other religious books were confiscated 
Bibles and other religious books were confiscated. 
On April 4, a house church with 200 believers located in the Cyberport area of Wuhan city’s Jiang’an district, in 
the central province of Hubei, was sealed off by Jiang’an district’s Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau, which 
had issued a notice of closure to the church the day before. More than 100 Bibles and religious books were 
confiscated. Two other house church meeting venues were also shut down in the district on the same day. And 
more: the church’s co-workers were driven away for distributing gospel leaflets, and one was taken to the 
police station for interrogation. On April 29, the church’s preacher led a group of more than a dozen believers 
who had lost their meeting venue to a leisure field to sing hymn—he was taken away by the police for 
“deluding the masses.” 
 
During the interrogation, the police threatened him, saying, “The best way to deal with people like you is to 
smack you with a brick! You will have to lie in bed for the rest of your life; you won’t be able to move, nor will 
you die. We’ll make it so that you would rather be dead than alive.” 
 
Facing suppression and restrictions in every respect, believers had no choice but to disperse or go to distant 
suburbs to continue holding their gatherings. 
 
 
A member of the church was taken away by the police for distributing gospel leaflets (WeChat photo) 

Also in April, the Home of Christ Church (基督家園教會) in Yuncheng city in the northern province of Shanxi 
was forcibly shut down for refusing to join the government-sanctioned Three-Self Church. 

https://bitterwinter.org/ccp-secret-plan-to-eradicate-house-churches-in-two-years/
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A believer reported to Bitter Winter that officials from the local Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau demanded 
that the church’s preacher report to them the church members’ personal information as well as the church’s 
financial situation, and also demanded that the church accept a government-recognized pastor or elder to 
deliver sermons. The church’s preacher refused. 
 
On April 25, eight personnel from the Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau used a machine to cut up and remove 
the church’s signboard. Four days later, they secretly replaced the lock of the entrance to the church and 
ordered the landlord not to host any more gatherings of believers—or else. 
 
The meeting venue was cleared out, and the curtain on the podium was torn up. 
The meeting venue was cleared out, and the curtain on the podium was torn up. 
Meanwhile, the CCP have waged concentrated purge operations in other regions. On June 16, Xiamen 
authorities launched a large-scale operation to suppress local Protestant house churches. More than 40 house 
churches were shut down. Web sites of house churches have also been shut down. 

Bitter Winter, Government Continues to Dismantle House Churches in Fujian, 14 August 
2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/government-continues-to-dismantle-house-churches/ 
 
Accused of “illegality” or “disturbance,” terrorized and manipulated, numerous house churches are closed 
down to make them join the official Protestant church. 
by Ye Ling 
 
Since the new Regulations on Religious Affairs came into effect in February last year, the CCP has been 
focusing its crackdowns on those religious groups that are unwilling to be controlled by the government. 
Designated as unauthorized organizations, they have been subjected to harsh suppression and persecution. 
Wang Yi, a well-known Chinese house church pastor, called the Regulations “wicked from the perspective of 
religion, illegal from the perspective of the constitution, and foolish from the perspective of politics.” 
 
Numerous well-known house churches have been closed down across China in the past year: Zion Church and 
Shouwang Church in Beijing, Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, the capital of the southwestern province 
of Sichuan, and many more. 
 
House churches in Fujian Province in southeastern China have also been suffering severe persecutions. In May, 
one of the most influential and oldest churches in the province – Xunsiding Church in Xiamen city – was closed 
down after nearly 70 years of existence. The remaining churches are under constant danger of being 
eliminated. 
 
A thirty-year-old church closed down 
Xiamen’s Shiyijian Church, founded in 1986, was shut down on order by the local authorities in June, leaving 
more than 200 believers spiritually homeless. 
 
Notice of closing meeting venues of Shiyijian Church 
A Notice issued by the Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau of Xiamen’s Siming district on closing meeting 
venues of Shiyijian Church. 
According to some church members, between June 2 and 9, officials from the local Ethnic and Religious Affairs 
Bureau, Public Security Bureau, and other government departments repeatedly came to harass them. They 
asserted that the gatherings in the church were illegal since they hadn’t joined the state-approved Three-Self 
Church. Officials also claimed that the church’s donation box constituted “illegal funding” and the Hong Kong-
published hymnbook used by the church was an “illegal publication.” 
 
On June 13, a notice of closure was posted at the church’s entrance. Officials returned to the church every 
week to make sure that believers have not resumed their gatherings. 
 

https://bitterwinter.org/government-continues-to-dismantle-house-churches/
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“The officials said that the government’s regulations outweigh the constitution. This should be exposed 
overseas, so people in foreign countries can see how lawless the Communist Party is and how it persecutes 
Christians in China,” a believer said resentfully. 
 
Six of the church’s branches – Hongsheng Church, Yuanyang Church, Jinshang Church, Kangle Church, Ruijing 
Church, and Jimei Church – were also shut down in succession. 
 
On May 22, the government ordered to shut down a meeting venue for elderly Christians near Xiamen 
University because it was “disturbing people.” Threatened to be fined by the police, believers had no choice 
but to disperse. 
 
The police stormed the meeting venue 
The police stormed the meeting venue for elderly Christians and ordered believers to disperse. 
“We’ve been assembling here for more than 20 years. Now the government says we’re disturbing people. If 
we were, could we have held gatherings for so many years?” one of the meeting venue’s believers said angrily. 
 
Numerous other house church meeting venues in Xiamen have been recently shut down; according to some 
media reports, as many as 40. A house church director from Xiamen told Bitter Winter that the authorities had 
threatened to shut down all known house church meeting venues in the city. 
 
Join Three-Self Church or face closure 
In Fujian’s capital Fuzhou, personnel from the local Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau broke into an 
evangelical house church during a gathering in late April, claiming that “the meeting venue was unapproved” 
and “believers were from outside the jurisdiction.” 
 
The raid was organized because the congregation had been refusing to join the Three-Self Church. The 
church’s director said that joining the state-run church means changing their faith. “Three-Self church 
preachers cannot talk about God’s creation of man. They have to talk about the theory of evolution,” the 
director explained. “Even sermons that mention God’s creation of man, sinners, or eschatology [the part of 
theology commonly referred to as “the end times”] are deemed unacceptable and substandard. Some local 
authorities also require preachers to give sermons based on government-issued content.” 
 
A government insider revealed that the identity of the director had been long known to the authorities. They 
threatened to arrest and interrogate congregation members on any trumped-up suspicion, like that there are 
criminals or drug users among the church’s believers, if the director disobeyed their requirements. 
 
Since the venue refused to join the Three-Self Church, it was closed down. To prevent believers from renewing 
their gatherings, the government forcibly removed all the stools from the meeting venue. 
 
In May, a Local Church meeting venue in Zhulinjing community in Fuzhou’s Gulou district was also shut down 
by the police; more than 200 believers lost their place to worship. 
 
A notice regarding the closure of a meeting venue 
A notice regarding the closure of a meeting venue in the Zhulinjing community, issued by the Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau of Fuzhou’s Gulou district. 
During the same period, government officials stormed into another Local Church meeting venue in Fuzhou, 
ordering to join the Three-Self Church. “If you don’t agree, the landlord will be fined 200,000 RMB [around $ 
30,000],” the officials threatened. The meeting venue was forced to stop holding gatherings. 
 
Believers are gathering in the meeting venue before its closure 
Local Church believers in Fuzhou are gathering in their meeting venue before its closure. 
“As soon as a house church joins the Three-Self Church, the government will first control what is being said 
from the podium. Secondly, they will control the donation box; and thirdly, believers will be subjected to 
government regulations, forced to obey and follow the Party. Otherwise, they will find themselves on the road 
to ruin,” said the director of a house church. “The government sends its personnel to deliver sermons. In the 
end, we must submit to government control in every respect, which is equivalent to believing in the 
Communist Party.” 
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Radio Free Asia, Prosecutors in China's Sichuan Pin 'Illegal Business" Charge on Early Rain 
Pastor, 18 July 2019 

 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/earlyrain-pastor-
07182019165327.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20China%20Christian 
 
Authorities in the southwestern Chinese province of Sichuan are investigating Early Rain Covenant Church 
pastor Wang Yi on charges of "incitement to subvert state power" and "illegal business activities." 
 
Wang, who founded the church, was detained by police in Sichuan's provincial capital Chengdu on Dec. 14, 
2018 on suspicion of "incitement to subvert state power," alongside dozens of church members in a raid that 
prompted an international outcry. 
 
But while the majority of those detained in the wake of the crackdown have since been released, Wang 
remains behind bars, even though the statutory investigation period on his case has lapsed, his attorney said in 
a post to Facebook. 
 
The pastor has also had a charge added to his sheet, of "running an illegal business," lawyer Zhang Peihong 
said. 
 
Zhang said the authorities recently turned down a request for a meeting with his client, who has lost weight 
while in detention, but whose mental state is stable. 
 
Repeated calls to Zhang's cell phone rang unanswered on Thursday. 
 
A local Christian who asked for anonymity said the "illegal business" charge is likely due to the fact that there is 
scant evidence to support the subversion charge. 
 
"They want to charge Pastor Wang Yi with inciting subversion, but even they know that this isn't a very 
persuasive accusation," the person said. "So they are hoping for a breakthrough using economic [crimes]." 
 
Some church members who detained in raids on Dec. 9 and 10 and later released said the police had beaten 
them, and one detainee described being tied to a chair and deprived of water and food for 24 hours, rights 
groups reported at the time. 
 
According to the New York-based Human Rights Watch (HRW), the authorities also ransacked and sealed Early 
Rain Covenant Church’s properties, including offices, a kindergarten, a seminary, and a Bible college, and 
searched the homes of many of its members. 
 
Police also forced church members to sign a pledge not to attend the church again, while the church’s 
accounts on China’s social media platform WeChat were removed, it said. 
 
Heavy surveillance 
 
Around half of the church's original membership remain under close surveillance by police, according to a 
Christian surnamed Li. 
 
"There's nothing we can do," Li said. "Any more than about five or six people gathered together will attract 
attention ... and if they find you, you will be detained." 
 
"Around 50 to 60 percent of Early Rain members are currently under surveillance right now," she said. "Their 
phones and [social media accounts on] WeChat are being monitored." 
 
Church elders Li Yingqiang and Zhang Defu are also under criminal detention on charges of "picking quarrels 
and stirring up trouble," and "running an illegal business." 
 

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/earlyrain-pastor-07182019165327.html?searchterm:utf8:ustring=%20China%20Christian
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Wang Yi had earlier published an essay critical of the government’s tight control over religion, and calling on 
China’s Christians to resist and peacefully disobey new rules issued by the ruling Chinese Communist Party 
severely restricting the activities of religious organizations. 
 
Xu Yonghai, an elder of the Beijing Protestant house church Christian Saints Love Fellowship, said the Chinese 
government is increasingly using trumped-up "illegal business" charges to target Christian organizations. 
 
"This charge makes no sense, because there are no business activities," Xu said. "All the Bibles are given away 
for nothing. A lot of churches give away Bibles that aren't official publications, so there's no business being run 
here at all." 
 
"A lot of house churches photocopy materials and hand it out for free; who makes money from printing the 
Bible?" he said. 
 
Wang, 46, founded the Early Rain Covenant church in 2008 after several years of political activism that saw 
him named as "one of the most influential public intellectuals" by the Southern Weekend newspaper in 2004. 
 
A graduate the Sichuan University Law School, Wang went on to teach at Chengdu University. He also founded 
an online forum to study progress in China towards constitutional government. 
 
The ruling Chinese Communist Party, which embraces atheism, exercises tight controls over any form of 
religious practice among its citizens. 
 
China is home to an estimated 68 million Protestants, of whom 23 million worship in state-affiliated churches, 
and some nine million Catholics, 5.7 million of whom are in state-sponsored organizations. 
 
The administration of President Xi Jinping regards Christianity as a dangerous foreign import, with officials 
warning last year against the "infiltration of Western hostile forces" in the form of religion. 
 
A crackdown on Protestant churches in the eastern province of Zhejiang has widened and intensified to other 
regions of China during the past year, church members have told RFA. 
 
Reported by Qiao Long for RFA's Mandarin Service. Translated and edited by Luisetta Mudie. 

China Aid, Chinese officials continue Sunday raids on local churches, Early Rain Covenant 
Church congregants still not free despite bail, 28 June 2019 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/chinese-officials-continue-sunday-raids.html 
 
(Xiamen, Fujian—June 28, 2019) Church members across China still continue to grapple with persecution at 
the hands of government officials. 
 
Authorities in the country have settled into a practice of raiding churches during Sunday service. On June 16, 
authorities marched into the Shanxi-based Taiyuan Cornerstone Church, closed down the building, and hauled 
off worshipers. 
 
According to congregants, police coerced believers to blaspheme the church via written testimony. 
 
On the same day, police made their way into a campus of Xunsiding Church in Xiamen, Fujian. Authorities told 
members to halt worship and stole cell phones to prevent people from videotaping or photographing their 
actions. 
 
A few days earlier on June 13, Xiamen police burst into Xinzao Church while believers were engaged in a Bible 
study. Accompanied by officials from the local religious affairs bureau, authorities filmed attendees and 
interrupted fellowship, ultimately taking away the church’s minister and at least 30 believers. 
 

https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/06/chinese-officials-continue-sunday-raids.html
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Church members engaged with government personnel, reminding officials how the Chinese Constitution 
provides protection for religious freedom (Article 36). One police officer asked believers who told them 
constitutions protects religious freedom. 
 
Xinzao Church’s minister was released after several hours in custody. Police noted down the ID and cell phone 
numbers of believers. 
 
Xinzao Church has also faced other raids. At one point, uniformed officers burst into the church and demanded 
worship to cease. Congregants asked officials why they broke into private property. Police grilled believers 
about what they were doing and threatened to take away cell phones. 
 
Local Christians say Xiamen authorities plan to close down all house churches within two years. Officials raided 
Living Fountain Church, Haifu Church, Jimei Church, and the Mount of Olives Church in May. 
 
Authorities reportedly told pastors of Jimei Church to cease fellowship before May 31. 
 
In May, a campus of Xunsiding Church located in Xiangan District, Xiamen, faced harassment by a large group 
of police. According to congregants, police came on May 16, told worshipers to stop the service, and stole cell 
phones to prevent people from taking videos and photos. 
 
In Sichuan, congregants of Early Rain Covenant Church noted how Pastor Wang Yi’s wife, Jiang Rong, is under 
residential surveillance after being sent to the home of one of her elder brothers. Jiang was released on bail on 
June 11. 
 
Church members also say they have been sent off to different areas under residential surveillance after being 
bailed out. Those sent away are not allowed to have visitors other than biological family. 
 
One congregant said the process of sending people away and placing them under residential surveillance is 
analogous to moving from one prison to another, since people have no freedom of speech or activity. 
 

US Department of State: 2018 Report on International Religious Freedom: China, 21 June 
2019 

 
https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-report-on-international-religious-freedom/china-includes-tibet-xinjiang-
hong-kong-and-macau/ 
 
Reports on Hong Kong, Macau, and Tibet are appended at the end of this report.  Given the scope and severity 
of reported religious freedom violations specific to Xinjiang this year, a separate section on the region is also 
included in this report. 
 
The constitution states citizens have freedom of religious belief but limits protections for religious practice to 
“normal religious activities” and does not define “normal.”  The government continued to exercise control 
over religion and restrict the activities and personal freedom of religious adherents when the government 
perceived these as threatening state or Chinese Communist Party (CCP) interests, according to 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) and international media reports.  Only religious groups belonging to one 
of the five state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations” (Buddhist, Taoist, Muslim, Catholic, and 
Protestant) are permitted to register with the government and officially permitted to hold worship services.  
There continued to be reports of deaths in custody and that the government tortured, physically abused, 
arrested, detained, sentenced to prison, or harassed adherents of both registered and unregistered religious 
groups for activities related to their religious beliefs and practices. 
 
Multiple media and NGOs estimated that since April 2017, the government detained at least 800,000 and up to 
possibly more than 2 million Uighurs, ethnic Kazakhs, and members of other Muslim groups, mostly Chinese 
citizens, in specially built or converted detention facilities in Xinjiang and subjected them to forced 
disappearance, torture, physical abuse, and prolonged detention without trial because of their religion and 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-report-on-international-religious-freedom/china-includes-tibet-xinjiang-hong-kong-and-macau/
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ethnicity.  There were reports of deaths among detainees.  Authorities maintained extensive and invasive 
security and surveillance, particularly in Xinjiang, in part to gain information regarding individuals’ religious 
adherence and practices.  The government continued to cite concerns over the “three evils” of “ethnic 
separatism, religious extremism, and violent terrorism” as grounds to enact and enforce restrictions on 
religious practices of Muslims in Xinjiang.  Authorities in Xinjiang punished schoolchildren, university students, 
and their family members for praying.  They barred youths from participating in religious activities, including 
fasting during Ramadan.  The government sought the forcible repatriation of Uighur Muslims from foreign 
countries and detained some of those who returned. 
 
Religious groups reported deaths in or shortly after detentions, disappearances, and arrests and stated 
authorities tortured Tibetan Buddhists, Christians, and members of Falun Gong.  The Church of Almighty God 
reported authorities subjected hundreds of their members to “torture or forced indoctrination.”  Although 
authorities continued to block information about the number of self-immolations of Tibetan Buddhists, 
including Buddhist monks, there were reportedly four self-immolations during the year.  The government 
began enforcing revised regulations in February that govern the activities of religious groups and their 
members.  Religious leaders and groups stated these regulations increased restrictions on their ability to 
practice their religions, including a new requirement for religious group members to seek approval to travel 
abroad and a prohibition on “accepting domination by external forces.”  Christian church leaders stated the 
government increased monitoring even before the new regulations came into effect, causing many churches 
to cease their normal activities.  Authorities continued to arrest Christians and enforce more limitations on 
their activities, including requiring Christian churches to install surveillance cameras to enable daily police 
monitoring, and compelling members of house churches and other Christians to sign documents renouncing 
their Christian faith and church membership.  An ongoing campaign of church closings continued during the 
year, and authorities removed crosses and other Christian symbols from churches, with Henan Province a 
particular focus area of such activity.  In September the Holy See reached a provisional agreement with the 
government that reportedly would resolve a decades-long dispute concerning the authority to appoint 
bishops. 
 
Uighur Muslims and Tibetan Buddhists reported severe societal discrimination in employment, housing, and 
business opportunities.  In Xinjiang, tension between Uighur Muslims and Han Chinese continued. 
 
The Vice President, Secretary of State, Ambassador, and other embassy and consulates general 
representatives repeatedly and publicly expressed concerns about abuses of religious freedom.  On July 26, 
the Vice President said, “Religious persecution is growing in both scope and scale in the world’s most populous 
country, the People’s Republic of China…Together with other religious minorities, Buddhists, Muslims, and 
Christians are often under attack.”  On September 21, the Secretary said, “Hundreds of thousands, and 
possibly millions of Uighurs are held against their will in so-called re-education camps, where they’re forced to 
endure severe political indoctrination and other awful abuses.  Their religious beliefs are decimated.  And 
we’re concerned too about the intense new government crackdown on Christians in China, which includes 
heinous actions like closing churches, burning Bibles, and ordering followers to sign papers renouncing their 
faith.”  A statement from the July 24-26 U.S. Government-hosted Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom 
said, “Many members of religious minority groups in China – including Uighurs, Hui, and Kazakh Muslims; 
Tibetan Buddhists; Catholics; Protestants; and Falun Gong – face severe repression and discrimination because 
of their beliefs.  These communities consistently report incidents, in which the authorities allegedly torture, 
physically abuse, arbitrarily arrest, detain, sentence to prison, or harass adherents of both registered and 
unregistered religious groups for activities related to their religious beliefs and peaceful practices.  Authorities 
also restrict travel and interfere with the selection, education, and veneration of religious leaders for many 
religious groups….”  The Ambassador and other embassy and consulate general officials met with Chinese 
officials, members of registered and unregistered religious groups, family members of religious prisoners, 
NGOs, and others to reinforce U.S. support for religious freedom. 
 
Since 1999, China has been designated as a “Country of Particular Concern” (CPC) under the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 for having engaged in or tolerated particularly severe violations of religious 
freedom.  On November 28, the Secretary of State redesignated China as a CPC and identified the following 
sanction that accompanied the designation:  the existing ongoing restriction on exports to China of crime 
control and detection instruments and equipment, under the Foreign Relations Authorization Act of 1990 and 
1991 (Public Law 101-246), pursuant to section 402(c)(5) of the Act. 
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Section I. Religious Demography 
The U.S. government estimates the total population at 1.4 billion (July 2018 estimate).  According to the State 
Council Information Office’s (SCIO) report on religious policies and practices, published in April, there are more 
than 200 million religious believers in the country.  Many experts, however, believe official estimates 
understate the total number of religious adherents.  The U.S. government estimated in 2010 that Buddhists 
comprise 18.2 percent of the population, Christians 5.1 percent, Muslims 1.8 percent, and followers of folk 
religion 21.9 percent.  According to a February 2017 estimate by the international NGO Freedom House, there 
are more than 350 million religious believers in the country, including 185-250 million Chinese Buddhists, 60-
80 million Protestants, 21-23 million Muslims, 7-20 million Falun Gong practitioners, 12 million Catholics, 6-8 
million Tibetan Buddhists, and hundreds of millions who follow various folk traditions.  According to 2017 data 
from the Jewish Virtual Library, the country’s Jewish population is 2,700. 
 
SCIO’s report found the number of Protestants to be 38 million.  Among these, there are 20 million Protestant 
Christians affiliated with the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), the state-sanctioned umbrella 
organization for all officially recognized Protestant churches, according to information on TSPM’s website in 
March 2017.  According to a 2014 State Administration for Religious Affairs (SARA) statistic, more than 5.7 
million Catholics worship in sites registered by the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA), the state-
sanctioned organization for all officially recognized Catholic churches.  The SCIO’s report states there are six 
million Catholics, although nongovernment estimates suggest there are 10-12 million Catholics, approximately 
half of whom practice in non-CCPA affiliated churches.  Accurate estimates on the numbers of Catholics and 
Protestants as well as other faiths are difficult to calculate because many adherents practice exclusively at 
home or in churches that are not state sanctioned. 
 
According to SCIO’s report, there are 10 ethnic minorities in which the majority practices Islam, and these 10 
groups total more than 20 million persons.  Other sources indicate almost all of the Muslims are Sunni.  The 
two largest Muslim ethnic minorities are Hui and Uighur, with Hui Muslims concentrated primarily in the 
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and Qinghai, Gansu, and Yunnan Provinces.  SARA estimates the Muslim Hui 
population at 10.6 million. 
 
While there is no reliable government breakdown of the Buddhist population by branch, the vast majority of 
Buddhists are adherents of Mahayana Buddhism, according to the Pew Research Center. 
 
Prior to the government’s 1999 ban on Falun Gong, the government estimated there were 70 million 
adherents.  Falun Gong sources estimate that tens of millions continue to practice privately, and Freedom 
House estimates 7-20 million practitioners. 
 
Some ethnic minorities retain traditional religions, such as Dongba among the Naxi people in Yunnan Province 
and Buluotuo among the Zhuang in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region.  Media sources report Buddhism, 
particularly Tibetan Buddhism, is growing in popularity among the Han Chinese population. 
 
Local and regional figures for the number of religious followers, even state-sanctioned legal religions, are 
unclear and purposely kept opaque by authorities.  Local governments do not release these statistics, and even 
official religious organizations do not have accurate numbers.  The Pew Research Center and other observers 
say many religious groups often are underreported. 
 
Section II. Status of Government Respect for Religious Freedom 
LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
The constitution states citizens have “freedom of religious belief,” but limits protections for religious practice 
to “normal religious activities.”  The constitution does not define “normal.”  It says religion may not be used to 
disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens, or interfere with the educational system.  The constitution 
provides for the right to hold or not to hold a religious belief.  State organs, public organizations, and 
individuals may not discriminate against citizens “who believe in, or do not believe in, any religion.”  The law 
does not allow legal action to be taken against the government based on the religious freedom protections 
afforded by the constitution.  Criminal law allows the state to sentence government officials to up to two years 
in prison if they violate a citizen’s religious freedom. 
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CCP members and members of the armed forces are required to be atheists and are forbidden from engaging 
in religious practice.  Members found to belong to religious organizations are subject to expulsion, although 
these rules are not universally enforced.  The vast majority of public office holders are CCP members, and 
membership is widely considered a prerequisite for success in a government career.  These restrictions on 
religious belief and practice also apply to retired CCP cadres and party members. 
 
The law bans certain religious or spiritual groups.  The criminal law defines banned groups as “cult 
organizations” and provides for criminal prosecution of individuals belonging to such groups and punishment 
of up to life in prison.  There are no published criteria for determining, or procedures for challenging, such a 
designation.  A national security law explicitly bans “cult organizations.”  The CCP maintains an extralegal, 
party-run security apparatus to eliminate the Falun Gong movement and other such organizations.  The 
government continues to ban Falun Gong, the Guanyin Method religious group (Guanyin Famen or the Way of 
the Goddess of Mercy), and Zhong Gong (a qigong exercise discipline).  The government also considers several 
Christian groups to be “evil cults,” including the Shouters, The Church of Almighty God (also known as Eastern 
Lightning), Society of Disciples (Mentu Hui), Full Scope Church (Quan Fanwei Jiaohui), Spirit Sect, New 
Testament Church, Three Grades of Servants (San Ban Puren), Association of Disciples, Lord God religious 
group, Established King Church, the Family Federation for World Peace and Unification (Unification Church), 
Family of Love, and South China Church. 
 
The Counterterrorism Law describes “religious extremism” as the ideological basis of terrorism that uses 
“distorted religious teachings or other means to incite hatred, or discrimination, or advocate violence.” 
 
Regulations require religious groups to register with the government.  Only religious groups belonging to one 
of the five state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations” are permitted to register with the government 
and legally hold worship services.  These five associations operate under the direction of the CCP United Front 
Work Department (UFWD).  Other religious groups, such as Protestant groups unaffiliated with the official 
“patriotic religious association” or Catholics professing loyalty to the Vatican, are not permitted to register as 
legal entities.  The government does not have a state-sanctioned “patriotic religious association” for Judaism.  
The country’s laws and policies do not provide a mechanism for religious groups independent of the five 
official “patriotic religious associations” to obtain legal status. 
 
In March as part of a restructuring of the central government, the Central Committee of the CCP announced 
the merger of SARA, which was previously under the purview of the State Council, into the CCP’s UFWD, 
placing responsibility for religious regulations directly under the party.  SARA, while subsumed into the UFWD, 
continued to conduct work under the same name.  This administrative change at the national level was 
followed in the spring and autumn with parallel changes at the provincial and local levels. 
 
All religious organizations are required to register with one of the five state-sanctioned religious associations, 
all of which SARA oversees through its provincial and local offices.  The revised Regulations on Religious Affairs 
announced in 2017 and implemented on February 1, 2018, state that registered religious organizations are 
allowed to possess property, publish approved materials, train staff, and collect donations.  According to 
regulations, religious organizations must submit information about the organization’s historical background, 
members, doctrines, key publications, minimum funding requirements, and government sponsor, which must 
be one of the five “patriotic religious associations.”  According to SARA, as of April 2016, there are more than 
360,000 clergy, 140,000 places of worship, and 5,500 registered religious groups in the country. 
 
The State Council’s revisions to the Regulations on Religious Affairs strengthen already existing requirements 
for unregistered religious groups and require unregistered groups be affiliated with one of the five state-
sanctioned religious associations to legally conduct religious activities.  Individuals who participate in 
unsanctioned religious activities are subject to criminal and administrative penalties.  The regulations stipulate 
any form of illegal activities or illegal properties should be confiscated and a fine between one to three times 
the value of the illegal incomes/properties should be imposed.  The revised regulation adds that, if the illegal 
incomes/properties cannot be identified, a fine below 50,000 renminbi (RMB) ($7,300) should be imposed.  
The regulations provide grounds for authorities to penalize property owners renting space to unregistered 
religious groups by confiscating illegal incomes and properties and levying fines between 20,000-200,000 RMB 
($2,900-$29,100).  The revisions instate new requirements for members of religious groups to seek approval to 
travel abroad and prohibit “accepting domination by external forces.” 
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The revised Regulations on Religious Affairs include new registration requirements for religious schools that 
allow only the five state-sanctioned religious associations or their lower-level affiliates to form religious 
schools.  The regulations specify all religious structures, including clergy housing, may not be transferred, 
mortgaged, or utilized as investments.  The revisions place new restrictions on religious groups conducting 
business or making investments by stipulating the property and income of religious groups, schools, and 
venues may not be distributed and should be used for activities and charity befitting their purposes; any 
individual or organization that donates funds to build religious venues is prohibited from owning and using the 
venues.  The revisions also impose a limit on foreign donations to religious groups, stating that any such 
donations must be used for activities that authorities deem appropriate for the group and the site.  The 
regulations ban donations from foreign groups and individuals if the donations come with any attached 
conditions and state any donations exceeding 100,000 RMB ($14,500) must be submitted to the local 
government for review and approval.  Religious groups, religious schools, and religious activity sites must not 
accept donations from foreign sources with conditions attached.  If authorities find a group has illegally 
accepted a donation, the regulations grant authorities the ability to confiscate the donation and fine the 
recipient group between one to three times the value of the unlawful donations or, if the amount cannot be 
determined, a fine of 50,000 RMB ($7,300). 
 
Additionally, the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs require that religious activity “must not harm national 
security.”  The revisions expand the prescribed steps to address support for “religious extremism,” leaving 
“extremism” undefined.  These steps include recommending penalties such as suspending groups and 
canceling clergy credentials.  The revised regulations include a new article placing limits on the online activities 
of religious groups for the first time, requiring activities be approved by the provincial religious affairs bureau.  
The revisions also restrict the publication of religious material to guidelines determined by the State Publishing 
Administration. 
 
Regulations concerning religion also vary by province; many provinces updated their regulations during the 
year following the enforcement of the revised regulations in February.  In addition to the five nationally 
recognized religions, local governments, at their discretion, permit certain unregistered religious communities 
to carry out religious practices.  Examples include local governments in Xinjiang and in and Heilongjiang, 
Zhejiang, and Guangdong Provinces that allow members of Orthodox Christian communities to participate in 
unregistered religious activities.  The central government classifies worship of Mazu, a folk deity with Taoist 
roots, as “cultural heritage” rather than religious practice. 
 
SARA states through a policy posted on its website that family and friends have the right to meet at home for 
worship, including prayer and Bible study, without registering with the government. 
 
According to the law, inmates have the right to believe in a religion and maintain their religious beliefs while in 
custody.  According to the new regulations implemented February 1, proselytizing in public or holding religious 
activities in unregistered places of worship is not permitted.  In practice, offenders are subject to 
administrative and criminal penalties. 
 
Religious and social regulations permit official “patriotic religious associations” to engage in activities, such as 
building places of worship, training religious leaders, publishing literature, and providing social services to local 
communities.  The CCP’s UFWD, SARA, and the Ministry of Civil Affairs provide policy guidance and supervision 
on the implementation of these regulations. 
 
An amendment to the criminal law and a judicial interpretation by the national Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate and the Supreme People’s Court published in 2016 criminalizes the act of forcing others to wear 
“extremist” garments.  Neither the amendment nor the judicial interpretation defines what garments or 
symbols the law considers “extremist.” 
 
National printing regulations restrict the publication and distribution of literature with religious content.  
Religious texts published without authorization, including Bibles and Qurans, may be confiscated, and 
unauthorized publishing houses closed. 
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The government offers some subsidies for the construction of state-sanctioned places of worship and religious 
schools. 
 
To establish places of worship, religious organizations must receive approval from the religious affairs 
department of the relevant local government both when the facility is proposed and again before any services 
are held at that location.  Religious organizations must submit dozens of documents to register during these 
approval processes, including detailed management plans of their religious activities, exhaustive financial 
records, and personal information on all staff members.  Religious communities not going through the formal 
registration process may not legally have a set facility or worship meeting space.  Therefore, every time they 
want to reserve a space for worship, such as by renting a hotel or an apartment, they must seek a separate 
approval from government authorities for each service.  Worshipping in a space without pre-approval, either 
through the formal registration process or by seeking an approval for each service, is considered an illegal 
religious activity, which may be criminally or administratively punished.  By regulation, if a religious structure is 
to be demolished or relocated because of city planning or construction of key projects, the party responsible 
for demolishing the structure must consult with its local Bureau of Religious Affairs (administered by SARA) 
and the religious group using the structure.  If all parties agree to the demolition, the party conducting the 
demolition must agree to rebuild the structure or provide compensation equal to its appraised market value. 
 
The revised religious regulations implemented in February and policies enacted by the state-sanctioned 
religious associations inhibit children under the age of 18 from participating in religious activities and religious 
education.  For example, one provision states that no individual may use religion to hinder the national 
education system and that no religious activities may be held in schools other than religious schools.  At the 
county level, religious affairs bureaus in localities including Henan, Shandong, Anhui, and Xinjiang have 
released letters telling parents not to take their children under 18 to religious activities or education. 
 
The law mandates the teaching of atheism in schools, and a CCP directive provides guidance to universities on 
how to prevent foreign proselytizing of university students. 
 
The law states job applicants shall not face discrimination in hiring based on factors including religious belief. 
 
Birth limitation policies remain in force, stating all married couples may have no more than two children, with 
no exceptions for ethnic or religious minorities.  Women choosing to have more than two children are subject 
to fines ranging from one to ten times the local per capita income. 
 
The country is not a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).  With respect to 
Macau, the central government notified the UN secretary general, in part, that residents of Macau shall not be 
restricted in the rights and freedoms they are entitled to, unless otherwise provided for by law, and in case of 
restrictions, the restrictions shall not contravene the ICCPR.  With respect to Hong Kong, the central 
government notified the secretary general, in part, that the ICCPR would also apply to the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region. 
 
GOVERNMENT PRACTICES 
There were reports that authorities subjected individuals to death, forced disappearances, and organ 
harvesting in prison because of their religious beliefs or affiliation. 
 
According to the Church of Almighty God website, kingdomsalvation.org, a member of the Church died while in 
custody shortly after Guizhou authorities arrested her on an unspecified charge in March.  Authorities said the 
unnamed person committed suicide by hanging herself, but did not allow her family to view her body.  Officials 
reportedly told her family the government did not approve of her Christian beliefs.  When her relatives 
questioned the government’s determination of her death as suicide, authorities threatened them with 
potential loss of employment and university access for their children. 
 
According to Minghui, a Falun Gong publication, on January 16 police took into custody and interrogated Ye 
Guohua and five other Falun Gong practitioners who were doing Falun Gong exercises.  Police released the five 
practitioners the next morning and took Ye to the Jianye Detention Center where his family believes he was 
brutally tortured for his Falun Gong practice.  On September 8, Ye suffered what authorities said was a sudden 
acute illness and was sent to the hospital.  Authorities allowed his family to see him briefly, and family 
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members reported Ye was in a coma and his body was swollen.  He died three days later.  A local Falun Gong 
practitioner called the detention center to inquire about what happened to Ye and the person who answered 
the phone said, “He’s dead, so there’s nothing that can be done.  Asking about this is just asking for trouble.” 
 
The Church of Almighty God reported that in April CCP police secretly arrested and tortured one of its 
members for 25 days.  The individual was sent to the hospital with severe injuries to the skull and she died 
several months later.  The Church of Almighty God also reported that on June 27, two church members were 
arrested, and on July 2, one of them was “persecuted to death” in Chaoyang Municipal Detention Center. 
 
Minghui reported that on July 4, authorities arrested and detained Ma Guilan from Hebei Province for talking 
to people about Falun Gong.  On September 17, authorities said Ma suddenly fell ill and they took her to the 
hospital where she died hours later.  According to the report, several officials came to the hospital and 
removed Ma’s organs for examination, although it was unclear what happened to those organs. 
 
The Wall Street Journal reported that Chinese authorities have subjected prisoners of conscience including 
Falun Gong, Uighurs, Tibetan Buddhists, and “underground” Christians to forcible organ extraction.  Former 
prisoners stated that while in detention, authorities subjected them to blood tests and unusual medical 
examinations that were then added to a database, enabling on-demand organ transplants.  On December 10, 
an independent tribunal established by the international NGO International Coalition to End Transplant Abuse 
in China issued an interim judgement that the panel was “certain – unanimously, and sure beyond reasonable 
doubt – that in China, forced organ harvesting from prisoners of conscience has been practiced for a 
substantial period of time, involving a very substantial number of victims.” 
 
In August the Association for the Defense of Human Rights and Religious Freedom (ADHRRF), an international 
NGO providing regular reports on the situation of the Church of Almighty God, reported that between April 
and August, authorities in Chongqing, Sichuan Province, detained 109 church members.  Of those, 40 remained 
missing at year’s end. 
 
The whereabouts of Gao Zhisheng remained unknown, although media reported it was believed he remained 
in the custody of state security police.  Police detained Gao, a human rights lawyer who had defended 
members of Christian groups, Falun Gong practitioners, and other groups, in September 2017. 
 
There were reports that authorities tortured detainees, including by depriving them of food, water, and sleep. 
 
The Church of Almighty God reported authorities subjected 525 of its members to “torture or forced 
indoctrination” during the year.  The Church also reported members suffered miscarriages after police 
subjected them to “torture and abuse” in detention facilities. 
 
The Globe and Mail reported in September that authorities tortured a Canadian citizen who is a Falun Gong 
practitioner during her 18-month pretrial detention in Beijing.  While detained, authorities reportedly initially 
deprived the individual of food and water, and later pushed her to the ground and pepper sprayed her.  
Officials arrested her in February 2017 on charges of “organizing or using a cult to undermine implementation 
of the law.”  After the arrest, her husband, whom she stated she believed turned her in to authorities, 
reportedly transferred all of her property and company shares to his name. 
 
According to The Epoch Times, in September a court sentenced Chen Huixia, a Falun Gong practitioner in 
Hebei Province, to 3.5 years in prison for “using an evil cult to undermine law enforcement,” according to 
Chen’s daughter.  Amnesty International said detention center officials tortured Chen and strapped her to an 
iron chair so that she was immobile.  Chen had been held with limited access to family and lawyers since 2016. 
 
According to Minghui, detained Falun Gong practitioners to various methods of physical and psychological 
coercion, such as sleep deprivation, in attempts to force them to renounce their beliefs. 
 
In June Pastor Yang Hua (also known as Li Guozhi) of the Livingstone Church – the largest unregistered church 
in Guizhou Province before the government shut it down in 2015 – completed his 2.5-year prison sentence for 
“divulging state secrets.”  According to Yang Hua, prison officials tortured him before and after his sentence to 
extract a confession to the alleged crime.  As a result of this as well as inadequate medical care in prison, Yang 
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Hua developed vasculitis, leading to near paralysis of his legs, and became ill with diabetes.  His lawyers stated 
that authorities continued to surveil Yang Hua following his release from prison. 
 
Police arrested and otherwise detained leaders and members of religious groups, often those connected with 
groups not registered, as part of the state-sanctioned “patriotic religious associations.”  There were reports 
police used violence and beatings during arrest and detention.  Reportedly, authorities used vague or 
insubstantial charges, sometimes in connection with religious activity, to convict and sentence leaders and 
members of religious groups to years in prison.  Some previously detained persons were released. 
 
The Political Prisoner Database (PPDB) maintained by human rights NGO Dui Hua Foundation contained the 
following number of imprisoned religious practitioners at year’s end:  310 Protestants, 205 Church of Almighty 
God members, 136 Muslims, 22 Buddhists, and nine Catholics, compared with 308 Protestants, 277 Church of 
Almighty God members, 107 Muslims, 30 Buddhists, and nine Catholics at the end of 2017.  According to Dui 
Hua, these numbers are based on Dui Hua’s classification system for inclusion in the PPDB and are not the total 
number of religious prisoners.  The number of Muslim prisoners did not include 505 Uighur and 234 Kazakh 
prisoners, which Dui Hua classified as “ethnic prisoners.”  According to Dui Hua, these figures did not account 
for Muslims in “vocational skill education training centers.”  The PPDB listed 3,486 Falun Gong practitioners 
imprisoned at year’s end, compared with 3,516 at the end of 2017.  Dui Hua defined imprisoned religious 
practitioners as “people persecuted for holding religious beliefs that are not officially sanctioned.” 
 
Falun Gong reported that during the year authorities arrested or harassed approximately 9,000 citizens for 
refusing to renounce Falun Gong.  According to Minghui, authorities arrested 4,848 Falun Gong practitioners 
and harassed an additional 4,127.  Of those arrested, 2,414 remained in detention at year’s end. 
 
According to the Epoch Times, Sichuan Province security officials detained 78 Falun Gong practitioners in the 
province during the first six months of the year. 
 
International Falun Gong-affiliated NGOs and international media reported detentions of Falun Gong 
practitioners continued to increase around “sensitive” dates.  Authorities instructed neighborhood 
communities to report Falun Gong members to officials. 
 
The Church of Almighty God reported authorities arrested 11,111 of its members during the year, of which 
2,392 remained in custody. 
 
On December 31, Radio Free Asia reported more than 100 riot police and People’s Armed Police in Yunnan’s 
Weishan County raided three mosques and forcibly evicted Hui Muslims for engaging in what they said were 
“illegal religious activities.”  Authorities injured several individuals who resisted the eviction.  Video footage 
showed police charging into a crowd of unarmed civilians and shoving, dragging, and beating them. 
 
On December 24, two police officers beat and kicked a Christian woman who was protesting the demolition of 
the TSPM church in Luyi County, Zhoukou City, Henan Province. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that on September 5, uniformed officers in Nanyang, Henan Province, conducted 
raids on at least four Protestant churches, physically subduing passersby who asked about the raid. 
 
According to the NGO International Christian Concern, on November 21, more than 100 uniformed 
government officers raided the Beimen Catholic Church in the city of Ji’an in Jiangxi Province and injured four 
elderly Catholics who were defending the church. 
 
The New York Times reported on December 9, authorities in Sichuan Province raided the Early Rain Covenant 
Church – Chengdu’s highest-membership unregistered church – and detained more than 100 leaders, seminary 
students, and congregants.  This was the third time since May that officials raided the church for lacking 
proper registration.  ChinaAid reported authorities arrested 200 church members in May and another 17 in 
June.  One detainee publicly said officials struck him approximately 30 times as they interrogated him.  
According to church members, police struck another individual in the face even though he had not resisted 
arrest.  In May authorities arrested lead Pastor Wang Yi, an outspoken critic of the government’s controls on 
religion, on allegations of “picking quarrels and provoking trouble.”  In December Wang and his wife Jiang 
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Rong were both charged with “inciting subversion of state power,” which carries a potential sentence of life 
imprisonment.  As of year’s end, the whereabouts and conditions of many detainees remained unknown, 
including Wang and his wife, who were being held in unspecified locations. 
 
In anticipation of his arrest, Pastor Wang Yi wrote a letter titled “My Declaration of Faithful Disobedience,” 
which the Early Rain Church published following his detention on December 9.  He wrote, “I am filled with 
anger and disgust at the persecution of the church by this Communist regime, at the wickedness of their 
depriving people of the freedoms of religion and of conscience…I am not interested in changing any political or 
legal institutions in China … I’m not even interested in the question of when the Communist regime’s policies 
persecuting the church will change.  Regardless of which regime I live under now or in the future, as long as 
the secular government continues to persecute the church, violating human consciences that belong to God 
alone, I will continue my faithful disobedience.” 
 
Bitter Winter, an online magazine on religious liberty and human rights in China, reported that pastors across 
the country released a joint declaration in August supporting religious liberty and condemning the CCP’s 
revised Regulations on Religious Affairs.  At year’s end, more than 600 pastors, ministers, and church elders 
had signed the statement.  According to the report, the Bureau of Religious Affairs in every region was strictly 
monitoring all individuals who signed the letter and prohibiting them from traveling to Chengdu to support the 
Early Rain Church.  A statement released by the Early Rain Church said authorities had questioned and 
pressured more than half of the signatories.  Reportedly, authorities also raided and shut down churches 
because their pastors had signed the joint declaration. 
 
In March authorities in Yunnan Province convicted and sentenced Protestant pastor Cao “John” Sanqiang, a 
U.S. lawful permanent resident and Christian leader, to seven years in prison for “organizing others to illegally 
cross the border.” 
 
In January Radio Free Asia reported defense attorney Xiao Yunyang said the Yun County People’s Court in 
Yunnan Province sentenced six Christians to up to 13 years in prison for involvement in the Three Grades of 
Servants, which the government had designated a “cult.”  Authorities in Yunnan reportedly told lawyers 
defending the accused their licenses to practice would be reviewed.  Attorney Li Guisheng said the court 
revoked the status of lawyers defending Christians in a similar case in Fengqing County, Yunnan Province.  In 
April a court in Dali, Yunnan Province, sentenced Tu Yan to two years of imprisonment for participating in 
Three Grades of Servants activities.  As part of a case that involved more than 100 Christians in Yunnan 
Province, authorities arrested Tu in 2016, and held her in a detention center for more than 20 months before 
sentencing her.  Authorities originally charged Tu with “organizing and using a cult organization to undermine 
law enforcement.” 
 
In April the government sentenced Su Tianfu, Copastor with Yang Hua of the Livingstone Church, to a yearlong 
suspended sentence and a further six months of residential surveillance for “illegally possessing state secrets.”  
Authorities also fined Su and Yang 7,053,710.68 RMB ($1.03 million) for collecting “illegal” donations from 
congregation members.  The government rejected Su’s appeal in which he said church members voluntarily 
donated the money to fund church activities. 
 
On November 16, Crux reported that Catholic bishop Peter Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou, recognized by the 
Vatican but not government authorities, had again been taken into custody.  The article stated Shao had been 
“subjected to several days of interrogation as in the Cultural Revolution” but gave no further details.  
Authorities denied knowledge of his whereabouts.  According to the news agency Union of Catholic Asian 
(UCA) News, authorities released Shao on November 23 after detaining him for 14 days.  News sources said 
security officials detained Shao before Holy Week (April 9-15) 2017 and held him five days.  Authorities again 
subsequently detained Shao in May 2017 and released him on January 3, 2018.  Authorities have detained 
Shao several times since September 2016, reportedly to prevent him from assuming control of Wenzhou 
Diocese following the death of Bishop Vincent Zhu Weifan. 
 
UCA News also reported that Catholic priest Lu Danhua, who was taken into custody by officials of the Qingtian 
Religious Affairs Bureau in Wenzhou, Zhejiang in December 2017, was released November 22.  According to 
the report, a source said authorities detained Lu because they wanted to replace him at the Qingtian church 
with a priest from the CCPA. 
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Media reported police detained Vincenzo Guo Xijin, the Vatican-appointed bishop of the Mindong area of 
Fujian Province, on March 26 after he reportedly declined to jointly lead an Easter ceremony with government-
approved Bishop Vincenzo Zhan Silu, who was not recognized by the Holy See.  Police released him the next 
day.  In a compromise, authorities allowed Guo to lead the ceremony, provided he kept it “low key” and 
agreed not to wear his bishop’s insignia. 
 
On June 3, police arrested a Baptist preacher Liang Ziliang and his wife, Li Yinxiu, in Heshan, Guangdong 
Province, for distributing brochures about Christianity and carrying banners protesting abortion in a local park, 
according to ChinaAid.  Authorities held the couple at a detention center for several days. 
 
In June Xuanwu District Court, Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province, sentenced Falun Gong practitioner Ma Zehnyu to 
three years and fined him 30,000 RMB ($4,400) for mailing letters in defense of Falun Gong to some of China’s 
top leaders.  The Nanjing Intermediate People’s Court upheld his conviction in August.  Ma’s lawyers requested 
to meet with him in November, but authorities denied the request.  As of year’s end, Ma was serving his 
sentence in Suzhou Prison, Jiangsu Province.  Ma, who had been imprisoned previously, was arrested in 
September 2017 and authorities reportedly told him, “This time, we will let you die in jail.” 
 
On March 15, police arrested a Liaoning Province woman, Zhou Jinxia, after she traveled from Dalian to Beijing 
to attempt to share her Christian faith with President Xi Jinping, reported the Gospel Herald.  Zhou held up a 
sign in front of Zhongnanhai, the former imperial garden, which said, “God loves the people of the world and is 
calling out to Xi Jinping.”  Authorities immediately transported her back to Dalian where authorities criminally 
charged her. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported in July that authorities in Sichuan Province detained two Tibetan businessmen after 
they found the men in possession of photographs of the Dalai Lama. 
 
The government did not recognize religious groups not affiliated with the “patriotic religious associations” 
including unregistered Protestant (also known as “house” churches), Catholic, Muslim, and other groups, and 
continued to close down or hinder their activities.  At times, the closures reportedly were because the group 
or its activities were unregistered and other times because the place of worship reportedly lacked necessary 
permits. 
 
Some local governments continued to restrict the growth of unregistered Protestant church networks and 
cross-congregational affiliations.  Some officials reportedly still denied the existence of unregistered churches.  
Although SARA said family and friends had the right to worship together at home – including prayer and Bible 
study – without registering with the government, authorities still regularly harassed and detained small groups 
that did so. 
 
In implementing the new regulations on religious affairs, authorities required unregistered religious groups to 
disband, leaving their congregations with the sole option of attending services under a state-sanctioned 
religious leader, rather than allow it to alter its legal status as an intact religious community. 
 
ChinaAid reported that after the religious affairs regulations went into effect on February 1, officials in 19 
towns in Henan Province went door-to-door, urging Christians to attend the government-sponsored TSPM-
affiliated Church instead of unregistered churches.  Reportedly, many Christians subsequently met secretly in 
their homes, afraid of public security agents. 
 
Sources said that local Public Security Bureaus in Liaoning Province began intensifying efforts to force the 
closure of dozens of unregistered “underground” churches and detained their pastors even before the revised 
Regulations on Religious Affairs went into effect February 1.  According to Bitter Winter, since March, 
authorities shut down at least 40 unregistered churches across Liaoning Province in cities such as Donggang, 
Anshan, Dandong, and Shenyang. 
 
According to a September Voice of America report, there were widespread reports indicating the government 
of Henan was waging a campaign against the province’s Christians by taking down crosses, demolishing 
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churches, and erasing Christian slogans from church buildings.  According to Bitter Winter, in the past years 
there was the most severe “persecution against Christianity” in Henan Province. 
 
In late July religious affairs officials raided Chongqing Aiyan House Church and issued an order for the church 
to end all “illegal” religious activities.  Citing the new regulations, the officials told congregants they were 
conducting religious activities at an unregistered location and ordered them to attend religious services at a 
TSPM church instead.  Authorities warned congregants authorities would arrest them if they did not comply. 
 
On February 4, police shut down another house church in Qingxi Town, Dongguan, Guangdong Province, and 
dismissed more than 80 congregation members, warning them against future assembly. 
 
ChinaAid reported authorities in Xuzhou, Jiangsu Province, raided Dao’en Church on September 7, saying the 
Church had not registered with the government.  Authorities closed three of the Church’s five branches and 
pressured landlords to not renew leases for the Church, according to the report.  ChinaAid earlier reported 
authorities had fined the pastor and another minister of Dao’en Church 10,000 RMB ($1,500) and threatened 
to confiscate the Church’s offerings. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that on September 9, authorities in Beijing shut down Zion Church, a large 
unregistered Protestant church led by Pastor Jin “Ezra” Mingzhi, saying it had broken rules by organizing mass 
gatherings without registering with authorities.  A church elder surnamed Yi said more than 100 police officers 
entered the church and detained some church members who tried to stop them shutting it down.  The 
church’s landlord canceled the contract even though the terms of the contract had not yet expired. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported in February that authorities in Shenzhen ordered a 3,000-member Protestant church, 
the Shekou One Country International Church, to close after a fire and safety inspection.  Also in February, 
authorities in Henan Province fined a Protestant house church in Yuzhou, citing violations of building and 
safety regulations, and stating the building was an illegal structure because the church failed to obtain 
required permissions when it was built. 
 
According to a source, local authorities in Liaoning Province charged underground church leaders with taking 
members’ money under false pretenses.  ChinaAid reported that on August 20, authorities visited a church in 
Shenyang they said was an “unapproved venue.”  Officials deemed church offerings illegal and forced the 
church to close by August 23.  On December 31, Radio Free Asia reported authorities sealed three mosques in 
Yunnan’s Weishan County after a protest, to prevent further use as they were pending demolition at year’s 
end.  A local source reportedly said local Muslims had submitted the right paperwork to register the mosques 
but were unsuccessful, and that the local state-sanctioned Islamic Association of China (IAC) approved of the 
closures. 
 
The South China Morning Post reported in August hundreds of Hui Muslims gathered outside the Weizhou 
Grand Mosque in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region to protest its demolition.  The mosque had been recently 
rebuilt, the second to replace Weizhou’s 600-year-old mosque that was destroyed during the Cultural 
Revolution.  The article said although the government seemed to support the mosque’s construction in 2015, 
government officials said the mosque had not been granted the necessary planning and construction permits.  
After days of negotiation, authorities and religious leaders agreed on an alternative plan:  instead of 
demolishing the mosque, the government would revamp the mosque and construction would only take place 
once everyone was happy with the renovation plan.  The government initially proposed removing eight of the 
mosque’s nine domes, but the local community opposed the idea. 
 
According to a Radio Free Asia report, local believers in Henan said authorities demolished or shut down over 
100 churches and crosses in August. 
 
According to the Association for the Defense of Human and Religious Rights, on September 16, authorities in 
Zhengzhou, Henan Province demolished Yangzhai Zhen Jesus Church after forcing members to agree to the 
demolition by threatening their families’ livelihood. 
 
ChinaAid reported that on September 9, approximately 100 officials from the religious affairs and public 
security bureaus attempted to break into Dali Christian Church, in Zhengzhou, Henan Province, but more than 
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400 church members stopped them.  The officials left after handing the church a document that said the 
building was not a legal religious activities site and the religious department had not approved the day’s 
speaker, both violations of the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs.  Church members therefore 
immediately had to cease holding “illegal” religious events. 
 
Bitter Winter reported that from October 28 to November 1, authorities shut down or sealed off 35 Buddhist 
temples and memorial temples in the city of Xinmi, Henan Province. 
 
ChinaAid reported that on Sunday, January 14, more than 20 government agents closed an unregistered 
church in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, interrupting a service led by Lou Siping.  They informed the 
Christians gathered there that the building had not been registered and took 30 church members to the police 
station for questioning.  Authorities later demanded the church’s landlord cancel the church lease. 
 
In January police and local officials dynamited the 50,000-member Golden Lampstand (Jindengtai) Church in 
Linfen, Shanxi Province, according to Christian Solidarity Worldwide.  The state-run Global Times reported the 
destruction was part of a campaign against “illegal buildings.”  This church did not register with TSPM and 
reportedly had been involved in a dispute with local officials, who refused to grant the building permits when 
it was originally constructed. 
 
Bitter Winter reported the United Front Work Department of Shaanxi Province issued a document outlining a 
campaign against Buddhist and Daoist religious sites in the Qinling Mountains that the department said 
violated construction or processing regulations.  In July authorities destroyed Longhua Temple of Taiyi Town, 
Chang’an District, Xi’an City, saying it did not have a permit.  At the end of August authorities sent 100 armed 
police officers and two excavators to destroy the Jade Buddha Temple in Huyi District of Xi’an City, Shaanxi 
Province.  Several monks who lived at the temple were left homeless and, according to Bitter Winter sources, 
local villagers were not allowed to admit monks into their homes. 
 
ChinaAid reported government officials in Qiqihar, Heilongjiang Province, destroyed the St. Theresa Convent 
on December 18-19.  Nuns living at the convent received an eviction notice on the morning of December 18, 
and by 11:00 p.m., authorities began demolishing the site.  According to the report, church members said they 
believed authorities destroyed the convent to put pressure on congregations not registered with the 
government.  Following the convent’s demolition, the nuns were left temporarily homeless. 
 
A number of Catholic churches and bishops appointed by the pope remained unable to register with the CCPA.  
The government and the Holy See still did not have diplomatic relations, and the Vatican had no representative 
in the country.  In September the Holy See and the China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs both announced that the 
two sides had reached a provisional agreement that would resolve a decades-long dispute concerning the 
authority to appoint bishops.  Neither provided details of the provisional agreement.  When speaking to media 
in late September, Pope Francis said there would be a “dialogue” on bishops who would be named by the 
pope.  At year’s end, there was no official explanation on what the mechanism would be for the Vatican and 
the government to make decisions regarding appointment of bishops.  The existing government regulation on 
the Election and Consecration of Bishops requires candidate bishops to publicly pledge to support the CCP.  
Also in September the Vatican said the pope would be lifting the excommunication of seven bishops who had 
been ordained without the pope’s authority.  The Vatican subsequently appointed two of these men to lead 
dioceses and appointed the bishops it had formerly appointed in those dioceses (including Bishop Gua of 
Mingdon) as auxiliary bishops. 
 
In an interview in February, retired Archbishop of Hong Kong Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun condemned talks 
between the Holy See and the Chinese government.  Zen expressed concerns that a deal between the Holy See 
and the government would give too much power to authorities and would place the country’s Catholics in a 
“birdcage.” 
 
Unofficially, authorities tolerated members of foreigner groups meeting for private religious celebrations.  
International churches received heavy scrutiny, as authorities forced them to require passport checks and 
registration for members to prevent Chinese nationals from attending “foreigner” services. 
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In May SARA released draft Measures on the Administration of Foreigners’ Group Religious Activities in the 
Mainland Territory of the People’s Republic of China.  These regulations, which would apply to religious 
activities of groups containing 50 or more foreigners, would update regulations last issued in 1991.  The draft 
amendments stipulate where groups may hold religious activities, who can preside over and attend these 
activities, and who would be responsible for reporting activities to authorities and what kind of information 
about the participants they would be required to provide.  To obtain approval for their activities, groups would 
need to name three representatives who do not possess diplomatic immunity.  Foreign groups would need to 
allow the corresponding state-sanctioned religious association to assign a Chinese religious professional to 
preside over the function.  All other Chinese citizens would be barred from attending the activities of these 
foreign groups.  As of the end of the year, SARA had not announced the implementation of these regulations. 
 
The government continued to recognize as “lawful” only those religious activities it sanctioned and controlled 
through the “patriotic religious associations” or otherwise.  Government-accredited religious personnel had to 
conduct such activities and only in government-approved places of religious activity. 
 
SARA continued to maintain statistics on registered religious groups.  According to the SCIO’s report on 
religious policies and practice released in September 2017, there were 21 officially recognized Protestant 
seminaries, 57,000 clerical personnel, and 60,000 churches and other meeting places.  This report stated there 
were 91 religious schools in the country approved by SARA, including nine Catholic schools.  This report also 
stated there were six national level religious colleges.  Civil society groups reported the government closed 
CCPA-affiliated seminaries in Shanghai and Chengdu, Sichuan Province.  Although there were two CCPA 
seminaries in Beijing, civil society regarded one of them to be primarily used as the CCPA’s propaganda for 
international visitors. 
 
The state-run Global Times quoted Bishop Guo Jincai, Secretary General of the Bishops Conference of the 
Catholic Church in China, as stating there were 61 (CCPA-affiliated) Catholic bishops, 12 of them over the age 
of 80.  The Vatican did not previously recognize eight of these bishops, and had excommunicated three of 
them.  Crux, an online newspaper reporting on the Catholic Church, reported in September more than 37 
Catholic bishops remained independent of the CCPA.  In some locations, local authorities reportedly pressured 
unregistered Catholic priests and believers to renounce all ordinations approved by the Holy See. 
 
The SCIO report also estimated there were 35,000 mosques, 57,000 imams, and 10 Quran institutes (religious 
seminaries under the auspices of IAC) in the country. 
 
Religious groups reported “patriotic religious associations” continued to be subject to CCP interference in 
matters of doctrine, theology, and religious practice.  Official “patriotic religious associations” regularly 
reviewed sermons and sometimes required church leaders to attend education sessions with religious bureau 
officials.  They also closely monitored and sometimes blocked the ability of religious leaders to meet freely 
with foreigners. 
 
As part of its efforts to implement the central government’s policy of Sinicization of religions, at a forum in 
Guizhou in September, TSPM leaders highlighted what they said was TSPM’s important role in helping China’s 
Christianity get rid of foreign influence during the last 68 years and helping Christian churches to truly gain 
sovereignty while strengthening Christians’ patriotism.  Religious scholars said they interpreted this statement 
as informal guidance for Christians to curtail all interactions with international Christian groups. 
 
At the end of August in Jiaozuo City, Henan Province, CCP officials forcibly occupied and converted multiple 
TSPM churches into communist party schools, cultural centers, and activity hubs.  Bitter Winter reported that 
in September at least 20 churches in Dengzhou City and more than 138 churches in Luoyang City, including 
some government-approved TSPM churches, were repurposed to suit government needs. 
 
According to sources, Northeast China had fewer unregistered churches than other parts of the country.  
While still strictly controlled, the northeastern religious groups had reportedly enjoyed relatively more 
autonomy over their sermons and practices in past years.  Sources indicated that authorities closed some 
Sunday schools in Jilin, Liaoning, and Heilongjiang Provinces.  According to sources, until July authorities in 
Northeast China rarely enforced a rule preventing churches from holding services for minors under the age of 
18.  Until recently, the updated religion regulations mainly affected unregistered churches.  In July authorities 
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began scrutinizing registered churches in Liaoning more strictly, including pressuring young adults over the age 
of 18 not to attend church services.  Some churches reported also shutting down their college student services. 
 
There were reports of government officials, companies, and education authorities compelling members of 
house churches and other Christians to sign documents renouncing their Christian faith and church 
membership. 
 
In February many companies began requiring workers to sign a “no-faith commitment,” according to Bitter 
Winter.  Between April and August, local security personnel approached nearly 300 members of Zion Church in 
Beijing and pressured members to sign a document renouncing their church membership as well as their 
Christian faith. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that in mid-September, the CCP took further steps to implement the ban on religious 
activity among government employees, including schoolteachers and medical personnel.  According to local 
Christians, authorities were asking teachers working in high schools in Zhejiang, Jiangxi, and Henan Provinces 
to sign a letter pledging to hold no religious beliefs.  Christian believers said the crackdown on religious beliefs 
among teachers came alongside pressure on students, who are required to submit to an interview with school 
authorities if they declare religious beliefs on mandatory forms. 
 
World Watch Monitor, an online news site reporting on Christianity, reported in April that teachers forced 
more than 300 Christian children in two high schools in Zhejiang Province to fill out a form stating they did not 
adhere to any religion.  According to the report, the children were given a questionnaire about their faith and 
pressured to write they had no religion.  Those who did not comply reportedly were denied access to 
opportunities at school and faced the potential threat of not receiving certificates of completion, which would 
make them unable to attend college. 
 
In May ChinaAid reported education authorities in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, asked students to state the 
religious beliefs of their families.  After identifying students whose parents were Catholic or another Christian 
denomination, authorities visited the parents in their homes to persuade them to give up their religious 
beliefs.  Some authorities used the parents’ employers to pressure parents to renounce their religious beliefs, 
including by withholding bonuses, according to the report. 
 
According to pastors and a group that monitors religion in China, the government was ordering Christians to 
sign papers renouncing their faith.  The New York Post reported in September that ChinaAid leadership 
released video footage of what appeared to be piles of burning Bibles and forms stating that signatories 
renounced their Christian faith.  ChinaAid leadership said this marked the first time since the Cultural 
Revolution that Christians had been compelled to make such declarations, under the fear of expulsion from 
school and the loss of welfare benefits. 
 
International media and NGOs reported on a nation-wide campaign to “Sinicize religion,” and the government 
restricted individuals’ ability to express or practice their religion in other ways. 
 
On March 28, in Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, the government launched a five-year plan on promoting the 
“Sinicization of Christianity.”  The plan outline advocated “incorporating the Chinese elements into church 
worship services, hymns and songs, clergy attire, and the architectural style of church buildings” and proposed 
to “retranslate the Bible or rewrite biblical commentaries.”  The government’s proposed plan to augment the 
content of the Bible in line with CCP policies fueled speculation in Christian groups that it was a reason the 
government began enforcing a ban on online Bible sales. 
 
According to the South China Morning Post, cities throughout Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in north-central 
China reported efforts by authorities to replace Islamic structures and symbols with traditional Chinese 
iconography.  Individuals in Yinchuan reported bright red lamps with Chinese cloud designs replacing gray lamp 
posts with Islamic motifs and two round flat rings in the style of Chinese jade discs replacing two large crescent 
moon sculptures.  The local government banned Arab-style mosques and set out plans to convert existing 
mosques to resemble Chinese temples. 
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Radio Free Asia reported in August that state-sanctioned religious associations had proposed a measure that 
would require all places of worship to fly the national flag.  Representatives at a conference in Beijing indicated 
that the national flag should be raised at religious venues during national holidays and during each religion’s 
important festivals and celebrations.  The measure also indicated that otherwise officials would place scrutiny 
on the places of worship. 
 
Authorities reportedly pressured churches to display banners with political ideology, recite the national 
anthem before singing Christian hymns, and engage in other acts demonstrating one’s loyalty to the Chinese 
Communist Party over the church. 
 
ChinaAid reported that in early July, more than 100 churches in Xinyu County, Jiangxi Province, received a 
warning from local authorities demanding they dismantle their crosses and replace them with an image of 
President Xi Jinping or the national flag.  Reportedly, government agents destroyed the crosses of churches 
that refused to dismantle their crosses. 
 
In September Pastor Zhang Liang reported authorities in Shangqiu, Henan Province, had begun requiring 
churches to flank the cross with a photograph of Chairman Mao Zedong on one side and President Xi Jinping 
on the other. 
 
According to Bitter Winter, on November 1, authorities in Luoning County, Henan Province ordered a 
government-approved TSPM church to remove one of the Ten Commandments from a sign displayed on its 
wall.  Authorities said President Xi Jinping opposed the commandment “You shall have no other gods before 
me,” and they wiped it off from the display.  Prior to this incident, media reported in August government 
officials had forcibly dismantled the church’s cross. 
 
In 2017, the Ningxia government initiated a campaign to remove Arabic translations from street signs, and by 
February 2018, Arabic logos for halal restaurants and butcher shops were removed and replaced by Chinese 
characters and pinyin.  In Tongxin, Hui County, Ningxia, the article stated the government barred party 
members from going to mosques for daily prayers or taking part in the Hajj, even after they retired from office.  
Authorities also banned government workers from wearing white caps to work.  In Yinchuan, the capital of 
Ningxia, authorities banned calls to prayer on the grounds of noise pollution.  Government officials ordered 
the Quran and books on Islam removed from souvenir shops and ordered mosques to cancel public Arabic-
language courses. 
 
Bitter Winter reported that authorities told Buddhist temple leaders in Xinmi, Henan Province, they had to 
take down banners and lock their doors because this was CCP Central Party Committee policy.  Authorities 
painted over the names of CCP members who had donated to the temples and whose names were displayed 
on the donors’ recognition steles.  According to the report, villagers said they saw the defacing of the donors’ 
steles as the coming of another Cultural Revolution. 
 
According to media reports, at least four cities and one province ordered restrictions on Christmas 
celebrations including bans on Christmas decorations, promotional activities in shops, Christmas-themed 
events, and public performances.  Authorities also increased law enforcement and patrols in the days leading 
up to December 25 to prevent any illegal Christmas celebrations.  Police in Kunming issued a notice prohibiting 
Christmas decorations and related activities in crowded places such as hotels, karaoke parlors, internet cafes, 
and bars.  The notice said, “It is forbidden to hang Christmas stockings, wear Christmas hats, and place 
Christmas trees, and so on.”  Officials sent a notice to churches in Zhoukou, Henan Province, requiring them to 
vet Christmas commemorations with the government, forbidding minors from participating in Christmas 
events, and limiting expenses to 2000 RMB ($290).  School administrators at a university in Shanghai canceled 
a student union’s Christmas celebration, and administrators warned students in Qingdao against celebrating 
Christmas. 
 
According to a brief statement released on August 28 by the National People’s Congress, the country’s new 
revised civil code would no longer retain the relevant content of family planning, which could scrap birth 
restrictions altogether.  The revised code, however, will not be completed until March 2020, and there is no 
indication yet how exactly the change would be made, or whether any other restrictions or conditions might 
remain on Chinese families. 
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In December state-run media outlet the Global Times reported that the Gansu provincial market regulation 
bureau banned four provincial halal certifications for food, restaurants, dairy, and noodles.  The article cited an 
official at the Gansu Ethnic Affairs Commission who stated that one region and five provinces (Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region and Qinghai, Shaanxi, Henan, Yunnan, and Tianjin Provinces) would also restrict the use of 
halal certifications on various products.  The Ethnic Affairs Commission employee stated the province was 
restricting these standards in line with the CCP’s United Front Work Department requirement to “fight the 
pan-halal tendency.” 
 
Hui Muslims in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region and Gansu, Qinghai, and Yunnan Provinces continued to 
engage in religious practice with less government interference than did Uighurs, according to local sources.  
Hui Muslims reported they were free to practice as they wished with regard to family customs such as fasting 
during Ramadan, clothing, prayer, and performing the Hajj.  They reported, however, they did not receive 
special accommodations for time to pray during their workday and were not given time off for Islamic holidays. 
 
In August the government of Hubei Province issued new regulations on the commercialization of the Buddhist 
and Daoist religions stating all activities of any religion must be confined to the private sphere and strictly 
prohibiting religious iconography in the public sphere. 
 
Authorities increased social media and other surveillance on religious groups.  According to Bitter Winter, 
church leaders in Hebei and Henan Provinces had begun warning their church members that their social media 
accounts were under surveillance and cautioned them not to transmit religious content. 
 
Christian organizations seeking to use social media and smartphone applications to distribute Christian 
materials reported the government increased censorship of these materials. 
 
In July Radio Free Asia reported authorities in Malho, Qinghai Province, tightened controls on social media and 
deployed large numbers of armed police to Tibetan villages to discourage celebrations of the July 6 birthday of 
the Dalai Lama.  Authorities warned managers of social media chat groups to restrict sharing any secret or 
internal information by Tibetans and to keep an eye out for attempts to organize celebrations of the spiritual 
leader. 
 
The Wall Street Journal reported in July that the IAC required Chinese Muslims departing for Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia to wear customized smart cards with personal data and a GPS tracker. 
 
In September Pastor Zhang Liang reported the Chinese government had tightened its control over his church’s 
operations in Shangqiu, Henan Province.  Zhang said the government was installing “information officers” to 
report on “antigovernment” activities and behavior seen as a threat to social stability. 
 
In April Beijing authorities ordered an unregistered church, Zion Church, to install 24 closed-circuit surveillance 
cameras inside the church, according to Reuters.  After church leadership refused this order, police and 
security personnel harassed and threatened church members and ultimately forced the eviction of the church.  
In November the State Security Bureau installed surveillance equipment including multiple surveillance 
cameras inside an officially registered Protestant church in Lanzhou, Gansu Province, including in washrooms, 
according to Bitter Winter. 
 
Authorities continued to restrict the printing and distribution of the Bible and other religious literature, and 
government prepared regulations to extended control of online postings by religious groups. 
 
The government limited distribution of Bibles to CCPA and TSPM/Chinese Christian Council entities such as 
churches, church bookshops inside churches, and seminaries.  Individuals could not order Bibles directly from 
publishing houses.  Members of unregistered churches reported the supply and distribution of Bibles was 
inadequate, particularly in rural locations.  There were approximately 11 provincial TSPM Christian publishers.  
Authorities only allowed the national TSPM and CCPA to publish the Bible legally.  According to reports, while 
there were no independent domestic Christian booksellers, publishers without a religious affiliation could 
publish Christian books.  Approximately 20 distribution centers and bookstores were linked to the national 
TSPM.  In addition, authorities reportedly allowed churches with more than 2,000 members to sell books at 
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their church facilities.  Approximately 700 churches had such bookstores.  During the year, authorities 
continued to limit the number of Christian titles that could be published annually, with draft manuscripts 
closely reviewed.  Authorities also restricted the ability of some bookstores to sell Christian books. 
 
While only government-sanctioned bodies that oversee Christian churches were officially able to sell the Bible, 
a South China Morning Post article reported that authorities had tended to look the other way.  The article 
also reported that on several visits in April Ministry of Culture inspectors told the Christian bookstores they 
could no longer sell “foreign books.” 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that starting April 2, online selling platforms Taobao, JD.com, and Dangdang banned 
the sale of Bibles without international standard book numbers (ISBNs) and related spiritual books, according 
to a Taobao seller.  A New York Times article said the government banned online retailers from selling the 
Bible, and on leading online stores, internet searches for the Bible came up empty.  The article also reported 
that Christianity was the only major religion in China whose major holy text “cannot be sold through normal 
commercial channels.”  As of the end of the year, at least one dual-language (English and Chinese) Bible and 
two foreign-published English language Bibles were sold on some online sites.  Bibles in Chinese only were still 
unavailable for online purchase, however. 
 
Bitter Winter reported that in Anshan Prefecture, Liaoning Province, police imposed a 400,000 RMB ($58,200) 
fine on any church discovered with an “unofficial” version of the Bible.  Faced with these pressures, 
underground churches reported gathering far less frequently and breaking up into small groups that moved 
around and held services at different locations. 
 
The government continued to allow some foreign educational institutions to provide religious materials in 
Chinese, which are used by both registered and unregistered religious groups. 
 
In September the Associated Press reported the government posted draft rules regulating religious activity on 
the internet that would impose tight limits on what could be said or posted, including a ban on criticizing 
official religious policies and promoting religion among minors.  The draft regulations would require anyone 
wishing to provide religious instruction or similar services online to apply by name and have authorities deem 
them morally fit and politically reliable.  They also would prohibit livestreaming of religious activities, including 
praying, preaching, or burning incense. 
 
According to Bitter Winter, the draft rules regulating religious activity on the internet would force churches to 
obtain licenses so the Chinese government could control what religious information is posted online. 
 
The government continued limitations on religious education. 
 
The South China Morning Post reported in January education officials from the local government in Guanghe 
County, a largely Hui Muslim area in Gansu Province, banned children from taking part in religious education 
during the Lunar New Year break.  Officials did not allow children to attend religious events, read scripture in 
classes, or enter religious venues during the holiday, and instructed teachers and students to “strengthen 
political ideology and propaganda.”  Officials also implemented similar restrictions in Linxia, the capital city of 
the Linxia Hui Autonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province. 
 
Starting in April authorities reportedly pressured churches to prevent children under 18 years old from 
attending services or otherwise studying the Bible.  Local government departments of religious affairs in 
Henan, Shandong, and Anhui Provinces released public letters announcing juveniles could not enter religious 
venues or attend religious education activities.  One announcement in Xinxiang City, Henan Province stated 
the purpose of these measures was to ensure minors do not believe in religion, enter religious places, 
participate in religious activities, or participate in religious training classes.  The same message was delivered in 
other locations.  AsiaNews reported in April a joint notice from the Henan Catholic Patriotic Association and 
the Henan Commission for Church Affairs required the religious bodies to adhere to the principle of 
“separating religion from education,” and in particular prohibit religious associations from organizing activities 
of any type to disseminate religious education to minors and effectively prohibit minors from attending 
church. 
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In August Open Doors USA, a Christian nonprofit organization, reported that in Shangrao, Jiangxi Province, 
more than 40 churches hung slogans that said “Non-locals are prohibited form preaching; no underage people 
allowed in church.” 
 
Radio Free Asia reported that on October 25, state security agents prevented more than 100 Protestants from 
unrecognized churches from traveling to a religious training event in South Korea hosted by a U.S. church.  
Saying the participants would “likely damage national security,” airport police in Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, 
and Hong Kong issued travel bans on the conference participants. 
 
Radio Free Asia reported in July that authorities in Dzachuka, a Tibetan-populated region of Sichuan Province, 
forced Buddhist monks aged 15 and younger to leave their monasteries and placed them in government-run 
schools.  Authorities strictly limited the number of monks and nuns enrolled at the monasteries and forced 
those remaining to take part in classes promoting loyalty to the country and the ruling CCP. 
 
On April 16, approximately 20 officials from Fujian Province’s Xiamen Education Bureau and the Ethnic and 
Religious Affairs Bureau conducted a surprise inspection, without warrants, of a kindergarten operated by a 
local, unregistered house church.  Authorities said the kindergarten operation was illegal.  Authorities 
reportedly tried to confiscate religious teaching materials and shut down the school, but faculty members and 
parents prevented them from doing so. 
 
On June 20, Liang Liuning, Deputy Director General of the Guangxi Ethnic and Religious Affairs Commission, 
held two lectures for more than 100 Islamic clerics and administrators on the essence of the 19th Party 
Congress and the implementation of the revised Regulations on Religious Affairs. 
 
Individuals seeking to enroll at an official seminary or other institution of religious learning had to obtain the 
support of the corresponding official “patriotic religious association.”  The government continued to require 
students to demonstrate “political reliability,” and political issues were included in examinations of graduates 
from religious schools.  Both registered and unregistered religious groups reported a shortage of trained clergy 
due in part to government controls on admission to seminaries. 
 
The government reportedly discriminated in employment against members of religious groups it identified as 
“cults” and others and prevented employees from participating in religious activities. 
 
In February the Guiyang-based Yunnan District People’s Court specified in its recruitment notice for judicial 
assistants that individuals who previously participated in “illegal religious activities” or “cult-organized 
activities” could not apply for the position. 
 
On February 18, formerly jailed Jiangmen house church clergyman Ruan Haonan said it was almost impossible 
for a blacklisted “cult” member to find a decent job.  Ruan was a chef before he worked full time at a house 
church in Heshan City.  He said authorities warned each employer Ruan contacted, and as a result, no 
employer dared offer him a job.  Heshan police arrested Ruan on June 12, 2017, for sabotaging law 
enforcement by utilizing and organizing “heretic cult organizations” and released him on bail with restricted 
movement in July 2017.  ChinaAid reported that while on bail, authorities required Ruan to report to the Public 
Security Bureau every three months and to obtain permission before traveling. 
 
According to sources, individuals with Christian affiliations in Northeast China faced difficulties with career 
enhancement or government employment.  Government officials or employees tied to state-affiliated 
organizations often attempted to hide their religious beliefs to avoid discrimination.  The sources said it was 
one reason some believers choose to attend unregistered rather than official churches. 
 
Healthcare professionals were required to discover, stop, and report violations of law regarding religion, 
including among family, friends, and neighbors, according to a letter issued to staff at the Yueqing Maternal 
and Child Health Hospital in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province.  Any staff organizing or participating in religious 
activities in the hospital could be fired.  Staff were banned from wearing any clothing linked to a religious 
belief.  Staff were also considered to have committed a violation if they did not adhere to the pledge not to 
follow any religion or participate in religious activities.  The hospital’s letter stated violations of this policy 
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would lead to “education.”  Hospitals in Xinyu, Jiangxi Province, posted banners and notices against religious 
beliefs as well. 
 
Authorities took other actions against “cults.”  On March 17, Guangzhou’s Huadu District Political and Law 
Commission hosted an anticult organization event in Hongshan Village for local students.  After the event, 
many students vowed to stay away from any “cult” organization and signed their names on the anticult 
signature wall. 
 
In April Fujian Province’s Zhangpu County Government and Zhangzhou Justice Department redesigned a local 
public park giving it an anticult theme to promote the results of the 19th Party Congress and related anticult 
laws and raise awareness of the influence of “cults.” 
 
On April 24, the Foshan Municipal CCP Political and Legal Commission, the Guangdong University of Finance 
and Economics’ Shanshui Campus (Foshan), and the Guangdong Legal Studies Institute Shanshui Campus 
jointly launched an anticult campaign highlighting the influence of “cults” on state security, social 
developments, and family lives. 
 
On February 24, the Guangdong Provincial Anti-Heretic Cult Association posted a letter drafted by former 
Guangzhou Falun Gong member Zhang Zhiming denouncing Falun Gong as a “cult organization” that had 
jeopardized his work and ruined his family life. 
 
In September Jiangxi Province’s commission on religious affairs published an article indicating changes to the 
basic nature of religious control in the province.  The article stated all religious activities should be “amiable 
and gentle” and that they should contribute to the unity of the people. 
 
On November 29, The Telegraph reported that local authorities in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region had signed 
a “cooperation antiterrorism agreement” with Xinjiang officials to “learn from the latter’s experiences in 
promoting social stability.”  As part of these efforts, the Communist Party head of Ningxia, Zhang Yunsheng, 
went to Xinjiang to learn about combatting terrorism and managing religious affairs.  According to a senior 
researcher at Human Rights Watch, there was a growing fear among Chinese that the Xinjiang model could 
spread across the country and have grave consequences for religious freedom. 
 
Government policy continued to allow religious groups to engage in charitable work.  Regulations specifically 
prohibited faith-based organizations from proselytizing while conducting charitable activities.  Authorities 
required faith-based charities, like all other charitable groups, to register with the government.  Once 
registered as an official charity, authorities allowed them to raise funds publicly and to receive tax benefits.  
The government did not permit unregistered charitable groups to raise funds openly, hire employees, open 
bank accounts, or own property.  According to several unregistered religious groups, the government required 
faith-based charities to obtain official cosponsorship of the registration application by the local official religious 
affairs bureau.  Authorities often required these groups to affiliate with one of the five “patriotic religious 
associations.” 
 
The government continued its efforts to restrict the movement of the Dalai Lama.  After the Dalai Lama visited 
Sweden in September, Global Times reported the government consistently firmly opposed the decision of any 
country to allow such a visit, adding “…some countries still turn a deaf ear, taking chances to challenge China’s 
bottom line.” 
 
In October ChinaAid reported that since the second week of September, a CCP-backed militant group, United 
Wa State Army, had arrested more than 200 Christian pastors and missionaries in territory the group controls 
in Shan State, Burma, according to Lahu Baptist Church, a local church in Burma.  At least 100 were released 
after guards forced prisoners to sign a pledge they would pray only at home, rather than at churches.  
According to the report, many observers believed close ties between United Wa State Army and China fueled 
these actions. 
 
Section III. Status of Societal Respect for Religious Freedom 
Because the government and individuals closely link religion, culture, and ethnicity, it was difficult to 
categorize many incidents of societal discrimination as being solely based on religious identity.  The Council on 
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Foreign Relations reported religious and ethnic minority groups, such as Tibetan Buddhists and Uighur 
Muslims, experienced institutionalized discrimination throughout the country because of both their religious 
beliefs and their status as ethnic minorities with distinct languages and cultures. 
 
Anti-Muslim speech in social media remained widespread, despite the government’s announcement in 
September 2017 that it would censor some anti-Muslim expression on the internet. 
 
In some online forums, anti-Muslim speech regarding the Hui Muslims in Shadian, Yunnan Province persisted.  
Some individuals said imams in Shadian colluded with Rohingya Muslims from Burma on drug use and drug 
trafficking in Shadian.  Other criticisms in these online forums include labelling the imams in Shadian as 
radicals for encouraging Hui Muslims in the city to marry Rohingya individuals and not to send their children to 
school. 
 
Despite labor law provisions against discrimination in hiring based on religious belief, some employers openly 
discriminated against religious believers.  Some Protestant Christians reported employers terminated their 
employment due to their religious activities.  There were also reports from Falun Gong practitioners that 
employers dismissed them for practicing Falun Gong.  In some instances, landlords discriminated against 
potential or current tenants based on their religious beliefs.  Falun Gong practitioners reported having a very 
difficult time finding landlords who would rent them apartments.  Following government crackdowns in May 
and December, members of the Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, reported local 
authorities pressured their landlords to evict them due to their affiliation with the unregistered church.  The 
members also said their universities and employers received pressure from the local authorities to expel them 
from the schools or terminate their employment. 
 
The Guardian reported Uighurs faced difficulty in finding accommodation because local hotels frequently told 
Uighur visitors no rooms were available.  One individual, who was initially mistaken as a foreigner, said hotel 
staff denied him entry to a hotel after they saw the word Uighur on his Chinese identification card.  Hotels are 
required to report on guests to local police authorities, and hoteliers could face punishment for hosting 
Uighurs. 
 
On April 19, the son of a pastor from the Shenzhen-based Canaan House Church in Guangdong Province said 
the church’s landlord relented to authorities’ pressure to terminate the lease and cut off the church’s electrical 
supply.  The pastor’s son said the church faced “constant persecution” after unidentified people repeatedly 
harassed the church, broke into the church’s property, and requested members leave the building for what 
authorities said were safety or fire hazards. 
 
On July 5, a Uighur woman in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province reportedly posted a letter online addressed to 
Shenzhen Party Secretary Wang Weizhong complaining about the frustrating restrictions she experienced as 
an ethnic minority in finding a rental apartment.  The Uighur woman identified herself as a CCP member 
holding a senior management position in a big company in Shenzhen.  After receiving discouraging messages 
from the local community, several landlords broke her rental contracts.  Local officials told the woman they 
required her landlord and her to report in person each week to the police, which she said no landlord wanted 
to do.  The woman was staying in a colleague’s apartment at year’s end. 
 
Section IV. U.S. Government Policy and Engagement 
The Vice President, Secretary of State, Ambassador, and other embassy and consulates general 
representatives repeatedly and publicly expressed concerns about abuses of religious freedom.  The Vice 
President, Secretary of State, Deputy Secretary of State, United States Ambassador to the United Nations, and 
the Ambassador for International Religious Freedom met with survivors of religious persecution or their family 
members, from the Uighur Muslim, Tibetan Buddhist, and Protestant communities at the July Ministerial to 
Advance Religious Freedom in Washington.  At the ministerial, the Vice President said, “religious persecution is 
growing in both scope and scale in the world’s most populous country, the People’s Republic of 
China….together with other religious minorities, Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians are often under attack.”  
On September 21, the Secretary of State said, “Hundreds of thousands and possibly millions of Uighurs are 
held against their will in so-called reeducation camps where they’re forced to endure severe political 
indoctrination and other awful abuses.  Their religious beliefs are decimated.  And we’re concerned too about 
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the intense new government crackdown on Christians in China, which includes heinous actions like closing 
churches, burning Bibles, and ordering followers to sign papers renouncing their faith.” 
 
At the ministerial the United States, Canada, Kosovo, and the United Kingdom issued a statement that said, 
“As representatives of the international community, we are deeply concerned about the significant restrictions 
on religious freedom in China and call on the Chinese government to respect the human rights of all 
individuals.  Many members of religious minority groups in China – including Uighurs, Hui, and Kazakh 
Muslims; Tibetan Buddhists; Catholics; Protestants; and Falun Gong – face severe repression and 
discrimination because of their beliefs.  These communities consistently report incidents, in which the 
authorities allegedly torture, physically abuse, arbitrarily arrest, detain, sentence to prison, or harass 
adherents of both registered and unregistered religious groups for activities related to their religious beliefs 
and peaceful practices.” 
 
Embassy officials met regularly with a range of government officials managing religious affairs, both to 
advocate for greater religious freedom and tolerance and to obtain more information on government policy on 
the management of religious affairs. 
 
Embassy officials, including the Ambassador, urged government officials at the central and local levels, 
including those at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the State Council, to implement stronger protections for 
religious freedom and release prisoners of conscience.  The Ambassador highlighted religious freedom in 
private diplomacy with senior officials.  The Department of State, embassy, and consulates general regularly 
called upon the government to release prisoners of conscience, including individuals imprisoned for religious 
reasons. 
 
The Ambassador, Consuls General in Chengdu, Guangzhou, Shanghai, Shenyang, and Wuhan, and other 
embassy and consulate general officials met with religious groups as well as academics, NGOs, members of 
registered and unregistered religious groups, and family members of religious prisoners to reinforce U.S. 
support for religious freedom.  For example, while in Yunnan Province, the Ambassador visited two long-
standing Christian churches in areas heavily populated by religious minorities, meeting with local clergy 
members.  The Consul General similarly met with Muslim and Christian leaders in Yunnan Province.  Embassy 
and consulate general officials hosted events around religious holidays and conducted roundtable discussions 
with religious leaders to convey the importance of religious pluralism in society and learn about issues facing 
religious communities.  The embassy arranged for the introduction of religious officials to members of U.S. 
religious communities and U.S. government agencies that engaged with those communities. 
 
Throughout the year, the embassy and consulates general reached large local audiences with messages 
promoting respect, understanding, and tolerance for religious diversity.  Through a series of lectures by 
academics and government officials, the embassy and consulates general discussed with audiences a number 
of religious freedom topics.  In January an embassy-sponsored visitor discussed with a Beijing audience the 
role religious organizations played in shaping public and private institutions in the United States.  Also in 
January a consulate general officer led a discussion in Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, about the U.S. Muslim 
community, addressing questions about religious conflict, highlighting the connection between freedom of 
religion and free speech, and sparking a debate about the extent to which a diverse society must exercise 
tolerance toward minorities.  In May an official at the Consulate General in Shenyang provided a historical 
perspective on major U.S. religions, detailed the constitution’s protection of religious expression, and led the 
audience in a discussion that included comments about rule of law, civil rights, and racial equality.  In June the 
embassy held a discussion about the evolving interaction between the gay community and religious 
communities in the United States, with a focus on the interaction of religious groups and social change.  Later 
in June an officer of the Consulate General in Shanghai explained recent U.S. legal cases involving freedom of 
religion, and facilitated audience discussion of the contours of proper legal protections for religious groups.  
The embassy hosted a presentation in July by a film director about her documentary portraying attempts by 
Muslims to increase gender equality within their community.  The director engaged an audience of hundreds 
in a discussion about the value of equality and tolerance within and across religious traditions.  That same 
month, an officer at the Consulate General in Guangzhou presented research on religion in politics, including 
the historical role of religious congregations in political activism. 
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The embassy amplified Department of State religious freedom initiatives directly to Chinese citizens through 
postings to the embassy website and to Weibo, WeChat, and Twitter accounts.  A series of six posts about the 
July Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom garnered over six million views on these social media accounts, 
and 46,141 direct engagements by netizens.  A set of four posts regarding the 2017 International Religious 
Freedom Report received 1.4 million views.  The embassy social media team shared religious holiday greetings 
from the President, Secretary of State, and Ambassador.  This included well wishes on the occasion of special 
religious days for Muslims, Jews, Christians, and Tibetan Buddhists.  Millions of local citizens viewed these 
holiday messages, and the messages often sparking further comments and questions, such as, “A great country 
must have a broad mind!,” “Society has reached the point where one is not even allowed to read the Bible,” 
and “How do you protect the religious freedom of atheists?”  Over the course of the year, the embassy and the 
consulates general regularly addressed questions of religious tolerance raised by some of the millions of online 
followers, offering them uniquely U.S. perspectives on religious freedom and tolerance. 
 
Authorities continually harassed and intimidated religious leaders to dissuade them from speaking with U.S. 
officials.  Authorities interrupted a meeting between the abbot of a prominent Tibetan Buddhist monastery 
and the Chengdu Consul General, quickly removing the abbot from the scene.  Authorities regularly prevented 
members of religious communities from attending events at the embassy and consulates general, and security 
services questioned individuals who did attend.  For example, in Guiyang, Guizhou Province, officials followed 
and harassed a prominent pastor and his family after he met with the Consul General from Chengdu.  On at 
least three occasions during the year security officials threatened Tibetan Buddhist leaders and forced them to 
cancel meetings with high-level U.S. government visitors to southwest China at the last minute.  In one 
instance, in April they interrogated a Tibetan Buddhist abbot and delayed his return to his home monastery in 
another province after authorities learned about his meeting with the Deputy Chief of Mission. 
 
On December 11, the Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom said “the treatment of 
Muslims, Christians, Tibetan Buddhists, and Falun Gong practitioners over a long period were reasons to keep 
China as a Country of Particular Concern. 
 
Since 1999, China has been designated as a “Country of Particular Concern” (CPC) under the International 
Religious Freedom Act of 1998 for having engaged in or tolerated particularly severe violations of religious 
freedom.  On November 28, the Secretary of State redesignated China as a CPC and identified the following 
sanction that accompanied the designation:  the existing ongoing restriction on exports to China of crime 
control and detection instruments and equipment, under the Foreign Relations Authorization Act of 1990 and 
1991 (Public Law 101-246), pursuant to section 402(c)(5) of the Act. 
 
 

U.S. Department of State, 2019 Trafficking in Persons Report: China, 20 June 2019 

 
https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-trafficking-in-persons-report-2/china/ 
 
CHINA: Tier 3 
The Government of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) does not fully meet the minimum standards for the 
elimination of trafficking and is not making significant efforts to do so; therefore China remained on Tier 3. 
Despite the lack of significant efforts, the government took some steps to address trafficking, including by 
continuing to cooperate with international authorities to address forced and fraudulent marriages in China, a 
key trafficking vulnerability for foreign women and girls, and by continuing to seek accountability for officials 
complicit in commercial sex crimes that may have included sex trafficking. However, state-sponsored forced 
labor intensified under the government’s mass detention and political indoctrination campaign against 
members of Muslim ethnic minority groups in Xinjiang, and authorities reportedly subjected Tibetans and 
other ethno-religious groups to similar conditions. For the second consecutive year, the government did not 
report identifying any trafficking victims or referring them to protective services. Authorities detained women 
arrested on suspicion of prostitution, sometimes for months and without screening for trafficking, and often 
forcibly returned foreign victims to their traffickers after they escaped and reported their abuses. 
 
PRIORITIZED RECOMMENDATIONS 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2019-trafficking-in-persons-report-2/china/
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End forced labor in government facilities, in nongovernmental facilities converted to government detention 
centers, and by government officials outside of the penal process. • Abolish the arbitrary detention and forced 
labor of persons in internment camps in Xinjiang and immediately release the individuals detained therein. • 
Cease discriminatory hiring and targeted displacement policies putting Muslim and other minority 
communities at risk of trafficking. • Respecting due process, vigorously investigate, prosecute, and impose 
prison sentences on perpetrators of forced labor and sex trafficking, including complicit government officials. • 
Update the legal framework to fully criminalize all forms of trafficking, including the facilitation of 
“prostitution” involving children younger than the age of 18. • Institute and systematize proactive, formal 
procedures to identify trafficking victims throughout the country—including labor trafficking victims, Chinese 
victims returning from abroad, and victims among vulnerable groups, such as migrant workers, foreign 
women, and Chinese women and children arrested on “prostitution” charges—and train front-line officers on 
their implementation. • Cease penalization of victims for unlawful acts their traffickers compelled them to 
commit. • Immediately screen individuals suspected of prostitution offenses for sex trafficking indicators and 
refer identified victims to protection services. • Ensure authorities do not subject trafficking victims to 
extended detention, punishment, or deportation. • Expand victim protection services, including 
comprehensive counseling and medical, reintegration, and other rehabilitative assistance for male and female 
victims of sex and labor trafficking. • Provide legal alternatives to foreign victims’ removal to countries where 
they would face hardship or retribution, particularly North Korea. • Increase the transparency of government 
efforts to combat trafficking and provide disaggregated data on investigations and prosecutions, victim 
identification, and service provision, including by continuing to share relevant data with international partners. 
 
PROSECUTION 
The government decreased law enforcement efforts. The criminal code criminalized some forms of sex 
trafficking and labor trafficking. Various provisions of the criminal code could be used to prosecute sex 
trafficking offenses. Article 240 criminalized “the abduction and sale of women or children,” which included 
abduction by deceit, kidnapping, purchasing, selling, sending, receiving, and transferring for the purpose of 
sale; however, unlike the definition of trafficking in persons under international law, Article 240 did not 
explicitly link these acts to a purpose of exploitation. Article 240 prescribed penalties of five to 10 years’ 
imprisonment and fines for the abduction and sale of women and children. If an abducted woman was then 
forced into prostitution, the penalties increased to 10 years to life imprisonment, fines, and confiscation of 
property. These penalties were sufficiently stringent and commensurate with the penalties prescribed for 
other serious crimes, such as rape. Article 241 criminalized the purchase of abducted women or children and 
prescribed a maximum penalty of three years’ imprisonment, short-term detention, or controlled release; like 
Article 240, it did not require that the purchase be for the purpose of exploitation. Penalties under this 
provision were not alone sufficiently stringent; however, Article 241 stipulated that if an individual purchased 
an abducted woman or child and then subjected them to “forcible sexual relations,” they would face additional 
penalties under the criminal code’s rape provisions. Article 358 criminalized forced prostitution and prescribed 
penalties of five to 10 years’ imprisonment; if the offense involved a child under the age of 14, the penalties 
increased to 10 years to life in addition to fines or confiscation of property. These penalties were sufficiently 
stringent and commensurate with the penalties prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape. Article 359 
criminalized harboring prostitution or luring or introducing others into prostitution, and it prescribed a 
maximum of five years’ imprisonment and a fine; if the offense involved a girl under the age of 14, it 
prescribed a minimum of five years’ imprisonment and a fine. These penalties were sufficiently stringent; 
however, the penalties prescribed for offenses involving girls 14 to 17 years of age were not commensurate 
with the penalties prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape. Labor trafficking offenses could be 
prosecuted under Article 244, which criminalized forcing a person “to work by violence, threat, or restriction of 
personal freedom” and recruiting, transporting, or otherwise assisting in forcing others to labor, and 
prescribed three to 10 years’ imprisonment and a fine. These penalties were sufficiently stringent. 
 
The central government did not capture or report comprehensive law enforcement data, and it continued to 
report statistics for crimes outside the definition of trafficking according to international law (including migrant 
smuggling, child abduction, forced marriage, and fraudulent adoption), making it difficult to assess progress. 
For the second consecutive year, the Ministry of Public Security (MPS) did not report the number of 
investigations initiated into possible trafficking cases (1,004 in 2016), although media reports suggested 
authorities continued to investigate some cases. Data published by the Supreme People’s Court (SPC) indicated 
it prosecuted and concluded at least 634 trafficking cases (1,146 in 2017), culminating in 1,252 individuals 
convicted (1,556 in 2017 and 1,756 in 2016); this included 1,252 convictions for the trafficking of women and 
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children, 833 convictions for forced prostitution, and 35 convictions for forced labor. Authorities did not 
disaggregate conviction data by the relevant criminal code statutes. As in prior years, courts prosecuted the 
vast majority of these cases under Article 358—especially for those involving commercial sexual exploitation—
rather than under Article 240. The government did not provide sentencing data, but media reports indicated 
penalties imposed in at least one forced labor case ranged from one to six years’ imprisonment. In previous 
years, media reported penalties ranging from five months’ imprisonment with fines of 74,000 renminbi 
($10,760) to life imprisonment. 
 
The government handled most cases with indicators of forced labor as administrative issues through the 
Ministry of Justice and seldom initiated prosecutions of such cases under anti-trafficking statutes. Authorities 
engaged in law enforcement cooperation with foreign governments, investigating cases of Chinese citizens 
subjected to trafficking in Burma, Cambodia, Cyprus, Macau, and Singapore; as part of similar efforts in 
previous years, Chinese authorities attempted to extradite—and criminally charge—Chinese and Taiwanese 
individuals subjected to forced labor in Europe. During the reporting period, the government increased its 
consultative partnerships with Lao, Mongolian, and Vietnamese law enforcement authorities to jointly address 
trafficking via the forced and fraudulent marriage of their citizens to Chinese individuals. Some law 
enforcement personnel in neighboring countries reported their Chinese counterparts were unresponsive to 
requests for bilateral cooperation on cross-border trafficking cases, while others reported China’s 
cumbersome law enforcement bureaucracy hindered joint operations. 
 
The government did not provide data on specific law enforcement trainings, unlike in prior years. However, 
according to an international organization, the government allocated increased funding to co-host capacity-
building training for law enforcement and judicial officials on investigating and prosecuting trafficking cases. 
During the reporting period, China launched a nationwide campaign to investigate corrupt local officials and 
police officers allegedly using their influence to shield or profit from criminal organizations engaged in 
prostitution rings; this included efforts to address sex trafficking. Officials found guilty through this process 
reportedly faced expulsion from the Chinese Communist Party, termination of their official positions, fines, 
and referral to the judicial system. However, authorities did not provide statistics on the number of 
investigations, prosecutions, or convictions resulting from this campaign. Despite continued reports of law 
enforcement officials benefiting from, permitting, or directly facilitating sex trafficking and forced labor, the 
government did not report any investigations, prosecutions, or convictions of law enforcement officials 
allegedly involved in the crime. Central, provincial, and local government officials were also reportedly 
complicit—with impunity—in forced labor as part of China’s mass detention and political indoctrination 
campaign against members of Muslim ethnic minority groups, and authorities reportedly subjected Tibetans 
and members of other ethno-religious groups to similar abuses. 
 
PROTECTION 
The government decreased efforts to protect victims. For the second consecutive year, the government did 
not report how many victims it identified, although media reports indicated authorities continued to remove 
some victims from their exploitative situations. In conjunction with an international organization, authorities 
co-sponsored and participated in trainings on victim identification and assistance for consular officials and law 
enforcement, shelter best practices, regulation of marriage migration, and interagency implementation of the 
national referral mechanism. MPS maintained written instructions promulgated in 2016 for law enforcement 
officers throughout the country aiming to clarify procedures for identifying trafficking victims among 
individuals in prostitution and forced or fraudulent marriage. MPS officials reportedly maintained a procedure 
to screen for trafficking indicators among individuals arrested for alleged prostitution. A 2016 policy limiting 
the detention of such individuals to 72 hours remained in place. Despite the existence of these procedures, 
and contrary to the aforementioned policy, law enforcement officials continued to arrest and detain foreign 
women on suspicion of prostitution crimes without screening them for indicators of sex trafficking—
sometimes for as long as four months—before deporting them for immigration violations. In some cases, rural 
border officials received reports involving the sex trafficking and forced labor of Burmese and Mongolian 
women and girls via forced and fraudulent marriage to Chinese men, then provided them with temporary 
shelter and helped to fund and escort their repatriation. However, observers noted this assistance was ad hoc 
and less prevalent among front-line officers working farther inland, where some foreign victims escaped, 
reported these abusive circumstances to the authorities, and were summarily arrested and forcibly returned to 
their Chinese “husbands”—sometimes in exchange for bribes from the men’s families. Because authorities did 
not universally implement the national referral mechanism across law enforcement efforts, it was likely police 
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arrested and detained unidentified Chinese trafficking victims for unlawful acts their traffickers compelled 
them to commit. 
 
In prior years, the government reported maintaining at least 10 shelters specifically dedicated to care for 
Chinese trafficking victims, as well as eight shelters for foreign trafficking victims and more than 2,300 multi-
purpose shelters nationwide that could accommodate trafficking victims; it did not provide information on 
these shelters in 2018. The Ministry of Civil Affairs, a nationwide women’s organization, and grassroots NGOs 
could provide victims with shelter, medical care, counseling, social services, and—in some cases—
rehabilitation services. Access to specialized care depended heavily on victims’ location and gender; male 
victims were far less likely to receive care. The government did not report how many victims benefited from 
these services, and contacts noted widespread stigma against victims of sex trafficking likely continued to 
discourage many from accessing protection services. Implementation of a law placing foreign NGOs in 
mainland China under MPS supervision continued to impose burdensome requirements and restrictions on the 
activities of civil society organizations—including those able to provide services for trafficking victims and 
communities vulnerable to the crime. Foreign embassies in China reportedly provided shelter or other 
protective services to victims. Authorities did not condition access to victim care on cooperation with law 
enforcement, but they did require victims to provide information to police. The law entitled victims to request 
criminal prosecution and claim compensation through civil lawsuits against their traffickers; the government 
did not report whether any victims benefited from this provision. The judicial system did not require victims to 
testify against their traffickers in court and allowed prosecutors to submit previously recorded statements as 
evidence. 
 
The efficacy of the government’s previously reported victim assistance abroad—including its eight border 
liaison offices with Burma, Laos, and Vietnam, along with victim funds, hotlines, and government-to-
government agreements to assist victims—was unclear. Authorities reported repatriating a number of victims 
in 2018 but did not provide further information, including whether they were Chinese or foreign. International 
civil society groups reported China’s diplomatic missions were often unresponsive to complaints filed by 
Chinese victims of forced labor overseas, particularly in Japan. The government did not undertake efforts to 
identify trafficking victims within its highly vulnerable North Korean migrant population, nor did it provide 
suspected North Korean trafficking victims with legal alternatives to repatriation. Authorities continued to 
detain North Korean asylum-seekers and forcibly returned some to North Korea, where they faced severe 
punishment or death, including in North Korean forced labor camps; the government did not report screening 
these individuals for indicators of trafficking. In compliance with an UN Security Council Resolution, the 
government reportedly repatriated some North Korean labor migrants; Chinese authorities did not screen 
them for trafficking indicators or offer options to legally remain in the country. 
 
PREVENTION 
The government maintained minimal efforts to prevent trafficking and carried out policies that perpetuated 
widespread forced labor. Authorities held a sixth annual inter-ministerial meeting to coordinate anti-trafficking 
efforts. MPS continued to coordinate the anti-trafficking interagency process and led interagency efforts to 
implement the National Action Plan on Combatting Human Trafficking, including ongoing research into the 
efficacy of national efforts to combat the crime. For the second consecutive year, the government did not 
report the extent to which it funded anti-trafficking activities in furtherance of the action plan (more than 55 
million renminbi ($8 million) in 2016). It used traditional and social media and distributed posters and other 
materials at transportation and community centers to increase general understanding of the issue, including 
among vulnerable rural communities. The municipal government of at least one major city funded anti-
trafficking films. Academics and experts noted the gender imbalance created by the previous One-Child Policy 
likely continued to contribute to trafficking crimes in China. The government reportedly began a series of pilot 
programs to enable Cambodian and Vietnamese citizens to enter legally into southern China for work in hopes 
of stemming illicit labor migration through especially porous sections of the border; the extent to which this 
mitigated trafficking vulnerabilities—or to which it was implemented—was unknown. 
 
The government hukou (household registration) system continued to contribute to the vulnerability of internal 
migrants by limiting employment opportunities and reducing access to social services, particularly for Chinese 
victims returning from exploitation abroad. The government continued to address some of these 
vulnerabilities by requiring local governments to provide a mechanism for migrant workers to obtain residency 
permits. However, these residency permits were disproportionately unavailable to China’s minorities, 



 

242 
 

exacerbating their constrained access to employment and social services. The government made some efforts 
to reduce the demand for commercial sex. The government reported efforts to reduce forced labor by 
including language in written agreements with foreign businesses and countries explicitly prohibiting 
trafficking, but authorities were generally unresponsive to allegations of ensuing forced labor. The government 
did not report investigating or prosecuting any Chinese citizens for child sex tourism, despite widespread 
reports of the crime. 
 
TRAFFICKING PROFILE 
As reported over the past five years, human traffickers subject domestic and foreign individuals to trafficking 
in China, and they subject Chinese individuals to trafficking abroad. Traffickers also use China as a transit point 
to subject foreign individuals to trafficking in other countries throughout Asia and in international maritime 
industries. Well-organized criminal syndicates and local gangs subject Chinese women and girls to sex 
trafficking within China. Traffickers typically recruit them from rural areas and take them to urban centers, 
using a combination of fraudulent job offers and coercion by imposing large travel fees, confiscating passports, 
confining victims, or physically and financially threatening victims to compel their engagement in commercial 
sex. China’s national household registry system (hukou) continues to restrict rural inhabitants’ freedom to 
legally change their workplace or residence, placing China’s internal migrant population—estimated to exceed 
180 million men, women, and children—at high risk of forced labor in brick kilns, coal mines, and factories. 
Some of these businesses operate illegally and take advantage of lax government enforcement. African and 
Asian men reportedly experience conditions indicative of forced labor aboard Chinese-flagged fishing vessels 
operating in the Atlantic Ocean; men from other regions may be in forced labor aboard these vessels as well. 
Women and girls from South Asia, Southeast Asia, and several countries in Africa experience domestic 
servitude, forced concubinism leading to forced childbearing, and sex trafficking via forced and fraudulent 
marriage to Chinese men. Traffickers target adults and children with developmental disabilities and children 
whose parents have left them with relatives to migrate to the cities—estimated at more than 60 million—and 
subject them to forced labor and forced begging. State bodies subject members of Muslim minority groups to 
forced labor as part of arbitrary mass detention and political indoctrination schemes. 
 
State-sponsored forced labor is increasingly prevalent in China. In 2013, the National People’s Congress ratified 
a decision to abolish “Re-education through labor” (RTL), a punitive system that subjected individuals to extra-
judicial detention involving forced labor, from which the government reportedly profited. The government 
closed most RTL facilities by October 2015; however, the government reportedly converted some RTL facilities 
into state-sponsored drug rehabilitation facilities or administrative detention centers where, according to civil 
society and media reports, forced labor continues. 
 
State-sponsored forced labor is intensifying under the government’s mass detention and political 
indoctrination campaign against Muslim minorities in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (Xinjiang). 
Authorities have arbitrarily detained more than one million ethnic Muslims, including Uighurs, ethnic Kazakhs, 
and Kyrgyz, in as many as 1,200 “vocational training centers”—internment camps designed to erase ethno-
religious identities. According to civil society reports derived from interviews with survivors and family 
members of current detainees, the government subjects many of these individuals to forced labor in on-site or 
adjacent factories producing garments, carpets, cleaning supplies, and other goods for domestic and possibly 
international distribution. Authorities offer subsidies incentivizing Chinese companies to open factories in 
close proximity to the internment camps, and local governments receive additional funds for each inmate 
forced to work in these sites at a fraction of minimum wage or without any compensation. A small number of 
Han Chinese individuals may also be in detention within this system. Reports indicate the government has 
begun transporting thousands of people arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang to other provinces for forced labor. 
 
Authorities in some localities also subject the families of men arbitrarily detained in Xinjiang to forced labor in 
their absence. Authorities are increasingly placing the young children of interned Muslims in Xinjiang in state-
run boarding schools, orphanages, and “child welfare guidance centers,” and forcing them to participate in 
political indoctrination activities and report on their families’ religious activities. Authorities reportedly place 
older children among these groups in vocational schools, where some may be victims of forced labor. Some 
Kazakhstani and Kyrgyzstani citizens are arbitrarily detained while visiting family in Xinjiang; their children, now 
unaccompanied abroad, are also at elevated risk of trafficking. 
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Xinjiang authorities issued a notice in 2017 abolishing rural obligatory labor under the hashar system, in which 
thousands of Uighur adults and children were reportedly subjected to forced labor in government 
infrastructure projects and agriculture each year. Despite this policy change, similar forms of state-sponsored 
forced labor continue in Xinjiang, including under the auspices of the Xinjiang Production and Construction 
Corps (Bingtuan)—an economic and paramilitary organization with administrative control over several areas in 
the province. Bingtuan regiments manage at least 36 agricultural prison farms throughout Xinjiang; unlike the 
aforementioned mass detention campaign, this system primarily subjects Han Chinese inmates—many of 
whom may be victims of arbitrary detention—to forced labor. Bingtuan authorities also force inmates to build 
new prison facilities in several areas of the province and may subject inmates to forced labor in coal and 
asbestos mining. There are also reports of children in forced cotton picking under direction of the Bingtuan. 
The impact of formal discriminatory employment policies barring Uighurs from jobs in many sectors—including 
in the annual cotton harvest—reportedly drives thousands of Uighur farmers out of their communities in 
search of alternative work, placing them at higher risk of forced labor. The same is true of the government’s 
targeted forced-displacement programs, including the Bingtuan’s construction of new settlements designated 
for ethnic Han internal migrants, which reportedly disperses Uighur communities and disrupts their 
livelihoods. 
 
The government reportedly subjects some Tibetans to arbitrary detention featuring similar political 
indoctrination and forced prison labor practices in the Tibet Autonomous Region (Tibet) and in neighboring 
provinces. Authorities also reportedly subject some Buddhist clerics to political indoctrination activities and 
forced labor in monasteries repurposed as factories. Elsewhere, religious and political activists held in legal 
education facilities continue to report forced labor occurring in pretrial detention and outside of penal 
sentences. The government subjects Christians and members of other religious groups to forced labor as part 
of detention for the purpose of ideological indoctrination; survivors report having been forced to work in brick 
kilns, food processing centers, and factories manufacturing clothing and housewares. Law enforcement 
officials detain some Chinese and foreign women on prostitution charges without due process in “custody and 
education” centers, where they are subjected to forced labor. International media report local authorities 
force children in some government-supported work-study programs to work in factories. 
 
Traffickers subject Chinese men, women, and children to forced labor and sex trafficking in at least 60 other 
countries. They force Chinese men, women, and girls to work in restaurants, shops, agricultural operations, 
and factories in overseas Chinese communities. Some are promised jobs abroad and confined to private homes 
upon arrival overseas, held in conditions indicative of forced labor, and compelled to conduct telephone 
scams. Chinese men in Africa and South America experience abuse at construction sites, in coal and copper 
mines, and in other extractive industries, where they face conditions indicative of forced labor, such as non-
payment of wages, restrictions on movement, withholding of passports, and physical abuse. Congolese men 
and boys experience conditions indicative of forced labor in Chinese-owned mining operations in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Traffickers subject Chinese women and girls to sex trafficking throughout 
the world, including in major cities, construction sites, remote mining and logging camps, and areas with high 
concentrations of Chinese migrant workers. Chinese traffickers operating abroad also subject local populations 
to forced prostitution in several countries in Africa, the Mediterranean region, and South America. Chinese 
men reportedly engage in child sex tourism in Cambodia and Mongolia. 
 
Chinese traffickers subject women and children from neighboring Asian countries, Africa, and the Americas to 
forced labor and sex trafficking within China. Traffickers promise African and South American women 
legitimate jobs in China and force them into prostitution upon arrival. The Chinese government’s birth-
limitation policy and a cultural preference for sons created a skewed sex ratio of 117 boys to 100 girls in China, 
which observers assert continues to drive the demand for prostitution and for foreign women as brides for 
Chinese men—both of which may be procured by force or coercion. Traffickers kidnap or recruit women and 
girls through marriage brokers and transport them to China, where some are subjected to sex trafficking or 
forced labor. Illicit brokers increasingly facilitate the forced and fraudulent marriage of South Asian, Southeast 
Asian, Northeast Asian, and African women and girls to Chinese men for fees of up $30,000. The men—
sometimes in partnership with their parents—often incur large debts to cover these fees, which they attempt 
to recover by subjecting the “brides” to forced labor or prostitution. Some Chinese men are reportedly 
circumventing this brokerage system by traveling to Southeast Asian capitals and entering into legal marriages 
with local women and girls, then returning to China and compelling them into prostitution. There are also 
reports of Chinese men and their parents deceiving Southeast Asian women and girls into fraudulent 
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marriages in China, then confining them in forced concubinism involving rape leading to forced pregnancy. In 
cases where this forced concubinism leads to childbirth, the men and their parents sometimes use the children 
as collateral to retain the women’s forced labor or sexual slavery, or use the women’s immigration status as 
coercion to dissuade them from reporting their abuses to the authorities. 
 
Many North Korean refugees and asylum-seekers living illegally in China are particularly vulnerable to 
trafficking. Traffickers lure, drug, detain, or kidnap some North Korean women upon their arrival in China and 
compel them into prostitution in brothels, through internet sex sites, or in relation to forced marriage. 
Traffickers also subject these women to forced labor in agriculture, as hostesses in nightclubs and karaoke 
bars, in domestic servitude, and at factories. According to media and a 2018 NGO report, the North Korean 
government subjects North Korean citizens to forced labor in China as part of its proliferation finance system, 
possibly with the knowledge of Chinese officials; this includes forced labor in hotels, restaurants, and in 
remote cyber operations. 
 

Church Times, Religious freedom ‘at 40-year-low in China’, 3 May 2019 

 
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2019/3-may/news/world/religious-freedom-at-40-year-low-in-china 
 
WARNINGS that religious freedom in China is at a 40-year low, and that the country is home to one of the 
largest populations of religious prisoners in the world, were the backdrop to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
visit last week. 
 
In its annual report, released on Monday, the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom 
(USCIRF) said that the international community was “increasingly responsible for allowing the Chinese 
government . . . to get away with systematic, ongoing, egregious violations of religious freedom without 
consequence or accountability”. 
 
It noted the detention of up to two million Uighur Muslims in “concentration camps” (News, 14 December 
2018). 
 
In a resolution passed on 18 April, the European Parliament said that freedom of religion and conscience had 
“reached a new low point since the start of the economic reforms and the opening up of China in the late 
1970s”. Christians were subject to “increasing repression . . . targeted through the harassment and detention 
of believers, the demolition of churches, the confiscation of religious symbols, and the crackdown on Christian 
gatherings”. 
 
The Archbishop visited China from Wednesday to Friday last week, before attending the Anglican Consultative 
Council meeting in Hong Kong. His second visit as Archbishop was hosted by the National Committee of the 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Churches in China/China Christian Council, a body authorised 
by the Chinese government, and the National Religious Affairs Administration. 
 
The visit would enable him to meet the new Protestant church leaders elected at the tenth National Chinese 
Christian Conference in November 2018, Lambeth Palace said, “and to develop the already strong relationship 
between the Church in China and the Anglican Communion”. 
 
It is estimated that half to two-thirds of Protestants in China worship in house churches not registered with the 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement. The USCIRF reports that the Chinese government raided or closed down 
hundreds of these churches, including Zion Church, Rongguili Church, and Early Rain Covenant Church, last 
year. It also notes that the China Christian Council has announced a five-year plan to “sinicize” Christianity in 
the country. 
 
 
Religious repression in China has received increasing attention in recent months, focusing on the detention of 
Uighur Muslims in the Xinjiang region. 
 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2019/3-may/news/world/religious-freedom-at-40-year-low-in-china
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“Uighur Muslims are constantly surveilled, their phones confiscated and scanned, their skin pricked for blood 
samples to collect their DNA, their children prohibited from attending mosque,” the USCIRF report says. “Even 
worse, the Chinese government has ripped entire families apart, detaining between 800,000 and two million 
adults in concentration camps and relegating some of their children to orphanages. Families cannot contact 
one another due to fear of government monitoring; thus, countless Uighur Muslims have no idea where their 
loved ones are or if they are even alive.” 
 
Since 2017, it reports, more than one million local government workers have been deployed to live in Muslim 
households “for at least five days every two months to assess each family’s ideological views and report on any 
religious activities”. 
 
It notes that “China has faced few, if any, consequences,” and pushes for US sanctions. 
 
The European Parliament resolution calls on the European Council to consider targeted sanctions against 
officials “responsible for the crackdown in Xinjiang”. It notes that the Chinese government has refused 
“numerous requests” for access to the region from the UN, and says that it “deplores” the fact that, at the EU-
China summit last month, “urgent human-rights concerns once again played a marginal role”. 
 
In Britain, the Government is keen to forge stronger trade ties with China in the wake of Brexit. The Chancellor, 
Phillip Hammond, attended a summit in Beijing last week. But, last month, the Foreign Affairs Committee 
warned that the UK’s approach to China “risks prioritising economic considerations over other interests, 
values, and national security”. 
 
Noting the agreement to allow the Chinese company Huawei to help construct the UK’s 5G infrastructure, it 
listed “the treatment of the Uighur-Muslim population and other minorities in China’s Xinjiang province” 
among grounds for concern. It called on the Government to “respond to China’s attempts to subvert 
international human-rights mechanisms, and support UN efforts to investigate the extremely concerning 
situation in Xinjiang.” 
 
“Under Xi Jinping, there has been a significant deterioration in human rights and the rule of law,” the chief 
executive of Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Mervyn Thomas, said last week. “Religious groups across the 
country are witnessing a crackdown on their freedom not seen in decades.” 
 
A Christian human-rights lawyer, Tang Jingling, was released from jail in China on Monday, after being jailed 
for inciting subversion of state power in 2016. 
 
“My imprisonment has confirmed my beliefs that [building] a democratic society that values human rights is 
the only way to prevent tragedies, such as what happened to me, from happening again to other people,” he 
told the China South Morning Post. 
 

European Parliament, European Parliament resolution of 18 April 2019 on China, notably 
the situation of religious and ethnic minorities (2019/2690(RSP)), 18 April 2019 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0422_EN.pdf?redirect 
 
The European Parliament, 
– having regard to its previous resolutions on the situation in China, in particular those of 26 November 2009 
on China: minority rights and application of the death penalty1 , of 10 March 2011 on the situation and 
cultural heritage in Kashgar (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region)2 , of 15 December 2016 on the cases of the 
Larung Gar Tibetan Buddhist Academy and Ilham Tohti3 , of 12 September 2018 on the state of EU-China 
relations4  and of 4 October 2018 on mass arbitrary detention of Uyghurs and Kazakhs in 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region5, 
– having regard to the EU-China Strategic Partnership launched in 2003 and to the joint communication from 
the Commission and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 22 June 
2016 entitled ‘Elements for a new EU strategy on China’(JOIN(2016)0030), 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0422_EN.pdf?redirect
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– having regard to the EU guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of religion or belief, adopted 
by the Foreign Affairs Council on 24 June 2013, 
– having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the High Representative of the Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 12 March 2019 entitled ‘EU-China – A strategic outlook’(JOIN(2019)0005), 
– having regard to the ‘Joint statement of the 21st EU-China summit’ of 9 April 2019, 
– having regard to the EU-China dialogue on human rights, launched in 1995, and the 37th round thereof, held 
in Brussels on 1 and 2 April 2019, 
– having regard to Article 36 of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, which 
1  OJ C 285 E, 21.10.2010, p. 80. 
2  OJ C 199 E, 7.7.2012, p. 185. 
3  OJ C 238, 6.7.2018, p. 108. 
4  Texts adopted, P8_TA(2018)0343. 
5  Texts adopted, P8_TA(2018)0377. 
 
guarantees all citizens the right to freedom of religious belief, and to Article 4 thereof, which upholds the 
rights of ‘minority nationalities’, 
– having regard to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights of 16 December 1966, signed by 
China in 1998, but not ratified, 
– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, 
– having regard to the concluding observations of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination’s review of China, 
– having regard to Rules 135(5) and 123(4) of its Rules of Procedure, 
A. whereas in its strategic framework on human rights and democracy, the EU pledges that human rights, 
democracy, and the rule of law will be promoted ‘in all areas of the EU’s external actions without exception’, 
and that the EU will ‘place human rights at the centre of its relations with all third countries including strategic 
partners’; whereas this should remain at the centre of the long-standing relationship between the EU and 
China, in accordance with the EU’s commitment to uphold these very same values in its external action and 
China’s expressed interest in respecting international laws and standards relating to human rights in its own 
development; 
B. whereas China has been successful in lifting 700 million people out of poverty, but whereas since President 
Xi Jinping assumed power in March 2013, the human rights situation in China has continued to deteriorate, 
with the government stepping up its hostility towards peaceful dissent, the freedoms of expression and 
religion, and the rule of law; whereas the Chinese authorities have detained and prosecuted hundreds of 
human rights defenders, lawyers and journalists; 
C. whereas the new regulations on religious affairs that took effect on 1 February 2018 are more restrictive 
towards religious groups and activities, and force them to fall more closely into line with party policies; 
whereas freedom of religion and conscience has reached a new low point since the start of the economic 
reforms and the opening up of China in the late 1970s; whereas China is home to one of the largest 
populations of religious prisoners; 
D. whereas, while an accord was reached between the Holy See and the Chinese Government in September 
2018 concerning the appointments of bishops in China, the Christian religious communities have been facing 
increasing repression in China, with Christians, both in underground and government-approved churches, 
being targeted through the harassment and detention of believers, the demolition of churches, the 
confiscation of religious symbols and the crackdown on Christian gatherings; whereas Chinese authorities in 
some provinces do not allow persons under 18 years of age to attend religious activities; whereas in 
September 2018 China banned the Zion Church, the biggest house congregation in China with more than 1 500 
followers; 
E. whereas the situation in Xinjiang, where 10 million Muslim Uyghurs and ethnic 
Kazakhs live, has rapidly deteriorated, as stability and the control of Xinjiang has been 
elevated to a top priority of the Chinese authorities, driven by both periodic terrorist 
attacks in, or allegedly connected to, Xinjiang by Uyghurs and the strategic location of 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region for the Belt and Road Initiative; whereas  
there is information that the Xinjiang camp system has expanded into other parts of 
China; 
F. whereas an extrajudicial detention programme has been established, holding ‘from tens 
of thousands to upwards of a million Uyghurs’ who are being forced to undergo 
political ‘re-education’ according to estimates cited by the UN Committee on the 
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Elimination of Racial Discrimination, without being charged or tried, for undetermined 
periods of time, and are therefore being arbitrarily detained under the pretext of 
countering terrorism and religious extremism; whereas a policy of strict restrictions on 
religious practices and the Uyghur language and customs has been developed in the 
Xinjiang province; 
G. whereas a sophisticated network of invasive digital surveillance has been developed, 
including facial recognition technology and data collection; 
H. whereas the Chinese Government has refused numerous requests from the UN Working 
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID), the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights and other UN Special Procedures mandates to send 
independent investigators to Xinjiang; 
I. whereas the situation in Tibet has deteriorated over the past few years, in spite of 
economic growth and infrastructure development, with the Chinese Government 
curtailing a wide range of human rights under the pretext of security and stability, and 
engaging in relentless attacks against Tibetan identity and culture; 
J. whereas the surveillance and control measures in Tibet have been on the increase over 
the past few years, as well as arbitrary detentions, acts of torture and ill-treatment; 
whereas the Chinese Government has created an environment in Tibet in which there 
are no limits to state authority, the climate of fear is pervasive, and every aspect of 
public and private life is tightly controlled and regulated; whereas in Tibet, any acts of 
non-violent dissent or criticism of state policies with regard to ethnic or religious 
minorities can be considered as ‘splittist’ and therefore criminalised; whereas access to 
the Tibet Autonomous Region today is more restricted than ever before; 
K. whereas an extremely high number of Tibetans, mostly monks and nuns, have 
reportedly set themselves on fire since 2009 in protest against restrictive Chinese 
policies in Tibet, and in support of the return of the Dalai Lama and the right to 
religious freedom in the Aba/Ngaba county prefecture in Sichuan Province and other 
parts of the Tibetan plateau; whereas no progress has been made in the resolution of the 
Tibetan crisis in the last 10 years; 
1. Is deeply concerned about the increasingly repressive regime that many religious and 
ethnic minorities, in particular Uyghurs and Kazakhs, Tibetans and Christians face, 
placing additional restraints on the constitutional guarantees of their right to freedom of 
cultural expression and religious belief, to freedom of speech and expression and to 
peaceful assembly and association; demands that the authorities respect these 
fundamental freedoms; 
2. Calls on the Chinese Government to immediately end the practice of arbitrary 
detentions, without any charge, trial or conviction for criminal offence, of members of 
the Uyghur and Kazakh minority and Tibetans , to close all camps and detention centres  
and to release the detained persons immediately and unconditionally; 
3. Calls for the immediate release of arbitrarily detained people, prisoners of conscience, 
including practitioners of Falun Gong and for a stop to be put to enforced 
disappearances, and insists that all individuals are able to choose their legal 
representative, have access to their family and to medical assistance, as well as have 
their cases investigated; 
4. Calls on the Chinese Government to immediately release: Uyghurs, including Ilham 
Tohti, Tashpolat Tiyip, Rahile Dawut, Eli Mamut, Hailaite Niyazi, Memetjan Abdulla, 
Abduhelil Zunun, and Abdukerim Abduweli; individuals persecuted for their religious 
beliefs, including Zhang Shaojie, Hu Shigen, Wang Yi, and Sun Qian; Tibetan activists, 
writers and religious figures who face criminal charges or have been imprisoned for 
exercising their right to freedom of expression, including Tashi Wangchuk and Lobsang 
Dargye; 
5. Calls for the immediate release of the Swedish national book publisher Gui Minhai and 
the two Canadian citizens Michael Spavor and Michael Kovrig; 
6. Urges the Chinese Government to release the full details of persons disappeared in 
Xinjiang to their families; 
7. Calls on the Chinese authorities to end their campaigns against Christian congregations 
and organisations and to stop the harassment and detention of Christian pastors and 
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priests and the forced demolitions of churches; 
8. Calls on the Chinese authorities to uphold the linguistic, cultural, religious and other 
fundamental freedoms of Tibetans, and to refrain from settlement policies in favour of 
the Han people and to the disadvantage of the Tibetans, as well as from forcing Tibetan 
nomads to abandon their traditional lifestyle; 
9. Condemns the campaigns carried out via the ‘patriotic education’ approach, including 
measures to stage-manage Tibetan Buddhist monasteries; is concerned that China’s 
criminal law is being abused to persecute Tibetans and Buddhists, whose religious 
activities are equated with ‘separatism’; deplores the fact that the environment for 
practising Buddhism in Tibet has worsened significantly after the Tibetan protests of 
March 2008, with the Chinese Government adopting a more pervasive approach to 
‘patriotic education’; 
10. Urges the Chinese authorities to implement the constitutionally guaranteed right to 
freedom of religious belief for all Chinese citizens; 
11. Recalls the importance of the EU and its Member States raising the issue of human 
rights violations at every political level with the Chinese authorities, in line with the 
EU’s commitment to project a strong, clear and unified voice in its approach to the 
country, including the annual Human Rights Dialogue, Strategic Dialogue, High-Level 
Economic Dialogue, and Summit, as well as the forthcoming Euro-Asia Summit; 
12. Underlines that while in their joint statement issued after the 21st EU-China Summit, 
the EU and China reaffirmed that all human rights are universal, indivisible, 
interdependent and interrelated, the EU should urge China to act accordingly; deplores 
the fact that at the EU-China Summit of 9 April 2019 urgent human rights concerns  
once again played a marginal role; takes the view that if and when EU-China summit 
language is weak on human rights, the Council, the European External Action Service 
(EEAS) and the Commission should decline to include it at all and issue a separate 
communication on the topic with a meaningful assessment both of the situation and why 
stronger language could not be agreed; 
13. Calls on EU Member States to prevent any activities undertaken by the Chinese 
authorities in the EU’s territory to harass members of Turkic communities, Tibetans and 
other religious or ethnic groups in order to compel them to act as informants, to force 
their return to China or silence them; 
14. Calls on the Chinese authorities to allow free, meaningful and unhindered access to 
Xinjiang province and Tibet Autonomous Region for journalists and international 
observers, including for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and UN Special 
Procedures; calls for the EU and the Member States to take the lead during the next 
session of the UN Human Rights Council on a resolution establishing a fact-finding 
mission to Xinjiang; 
15. Calls on the Chinese Government to guarantee unfettered respect of citizens’ rights in 
the Chinese Constitution, with regard to Article 4, which protects national minorities; 
Article 35, which protects the freedoms of speech, the press, assembly, association, 
procession and demonstration; Article 36, which recognises the right to freedom of 
religious belief; and Article 41, which guarantees the right to criticise and make 
suggestions regarding any state organ or official; 
16. Urges China to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 
17. Urges China to give EU diplomats, journalists and citizens unfettered access to Tibet in 
reciprocity for the free and open access to the entire territories of the EU Member States 
that Chinese travellers enjoy; urges the EU institutions to take the issue of access to 
Tibet into serious consideration in the discussions on the EU-China visa facilitation 
agreement; 
18. Expresses its disappointment at the fact that the 37th round of the EU-China Human 
Rights Dialogue brought no substantial results; regrets, furthermore, that the Chinese 
delegation did not take part on 2 April in the continuation of the dialogue that provided 
for an exchange of views with civil society organisations; 
19. Urges the VP/HR, the EEAS and Member States to monitor the worrying human rights 
developments in Xinjiang more intensively, including increased government repression 
and surveillance, and to speak out against violations of human rights in China both 
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privately and publicly; 
20. Calls on the Council to consider adopting targeted sanctions against officials 
responsible for the crackdown in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region; 
21. Calls for the EU, its Member States and the international community to halt all exports 
and technology transfers of goods and services that are being used by China to extend 
and improve its cyber surveillance and predictive profiling apparatus; is deeply 
concerned that China is already exporting such technologies to authoritarian states 
around the world; 
22. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy, the Council, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member 
States, and the Government and the Parliament of the Peoples’ Republic of China. 

 

US Commission on International Religious Freedom: United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 2019 Annual Report; Country Reports: Tier 1 Countries 
(Recommended for CPC Designation): China, April 2019 

https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2019USCIRFAnnualReport.pdf 
 
COUNTRY FACTS 
FULL NAME  
People’s Republic of China 
GOVERNMENT 
Communist State 
POPULATION 
1,384,688,986 
GOVERNMENT-RECOGNIZED RELIGIONS/FAITHS 
Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism, and Protestantism; officially atheist 
 
RELIGIOUS DEMOGRAPHY* 
18.2% Buddhist 
5.1% Christian 
1.8% Muslim 
21.9% Folk Religions 
52.2% Unaffiliated 
OTHER GROUPS 
Taoist, Hindu, Jewish, and others 
*Estimates compiled from the CIA World Factbook 
 
BACKGROUND 
Article 36 of China’s constitution grants citizens “freedom of religious belief” and directs the government 
to protect “normal religious activities.” However, this freedom is limited by the requirement that religious 
activities cannot “disrupt public order, impair the health of citizens or interfere with the educational system.” 
The constitution also bans religious organizations that are “subject to any foreign domination,” a provision the 
government has used to crack down on Uighur and other Muslims, Tibetan Buddhists, Christians, and other 
religious groups. 
In 2018, President Xi Jinping continued to consolidate power; in March, the National People’s Congress 
voted to abolish presidential term limits, effectively allowing Xi to serve as president for life, and added “Xi 
Jinping Thought” to the national constitution. Throughout 2018, the government continued to crack down on 
human rights defenders and religious freedom advocates. For example, Gao Zhisheng, a prominent human 
rights lawyer known for defending religious minorities, remained disappeared in 2018 with no information 
available about his whereabouts and wellbeing. On February 26, 2018, Dr. Li Baiguang, a human rights 
lawyer who represented Chinese pastors and others targeted for exercising their right to freedom of religion, 
unexpectedly passed away. Also during the year, judicial authorities revoked or suspended the licenses 
of more than a dozen human rights lawyers, including those who represented defendants prosecuted for 
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their religious activities. As of October 11, 2018, the U.S. Congressional-Executive Commission on China 
(CECC) counted at least 1,422 prisoners of conscience in Chinese prisons (not including the mass detention of 
Muslims in Xinjiang). Of those, approximately 700 prisoners—including 145 monks, priests, or other religious 
leaders—were detained, at least in part, for engaging in religious practices that the Chinese government 
deemed “unauthorized.” The government also arrested dozens of journalists and contributors to news 
websites, including some who were charged with “divulging state secrets” for their coverage of religious 
freedom violations. 
On February 1, the new Regulations on Religious Affairs came into effect, institutionalizing President 
Xi’s policy on religion. The regulations detail strict registration criteria for religious organizations. Although 
registering allows religious groups to apply for status as legal persons, many groups refuse to register 
because doing so requires submitting to the direction of state-sanctioned patriotic religious associations. 
The regulations ban “unauthorized” religious teaching and expand the role of local authorities in controlling 
religious activities. As a consequence, any religious activity conducted online must be reported to local 
religious affairs departments. Religious groups must also report any donations that exceed 100,000 yuan 
($15,900). The regulations effectively ended the legal gray area that had existed for independent religious 
activity since the early 1980s. 
In March 2018, the Chinese government announced that it was transferring jurisdiction over religious affairs 
from the State Administration of Religious Affairs (SARA)—a government institution—to the United Front 
Work Department (UFWD), an organ of the CCP. For many religious groups, this meant the end of working 
relationships they might have had with SARA officials and the removal of a buffer—however limited—between 
religion and party. In September, the UFWD launched its first nationwide program to monitor the 
implementation of religious policies in provinces and municipalities across the country. 
International criticism of China increased during the latter half of 2018 as the scale of the government’s 
crackdown on religious freedom and related human rights became more widely publicized. In August 2018, the 
UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN CERD) criticized the Chinese government’s 
repressive policies in Xinjiang and Tibet. 
In September, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights called on China to allow UN investigators to visit 
Xinjiang and other locations in China (this had not happened by the end of the reporting period). On 
November 6, 2018, the Chinese government went before the UN Human Rights Council for its Universal 
Periodic Review. Representatives from 24 nations asked the Chinese government about religious freedom 
issues, but the Chinese delegation dismissed their questions as “not factual” and “politically driven.” At the 
end of the reporting period, several Muslim-majority countries—including Indonesia and Malaysia—had all 
publicly expressed concerns to the Chinese government about the mass incarceration of Uighur and other 
Muslims. 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM CONDITIONS 2018 
In 2018, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) became increasingly hostile toward religion and what it deemed 
to be “foreign” influences on certain religious groups. At a conference in April, President Xi told party cadres 
that religious adherents must “subordinate themselves to, and serve, the highest interests of the country” and 
“actively practice socialist core values.” The government-affiliated Chinese Christian Council and Chinese 
Islamic Association announced five-year plans to “sinicize” Christianity and Islam, respectively. However, 
even followers of Mahayana Buddhism and Taoism (also spelled Daoism), faiths that the government generally 
has viewed as part of China’s “traditional cultures,” experienced greater restrictions on their religious activity. 
In 2018, local authorities also closed or demolished dozens of Buddhist and Taoist temples, as well as statues 
of the Buddha and Lao-Tzu. Uighur and Other Muslims 
According to the State Department, since April 2017 the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) 
government under Communist Party Secretary Chen Quanguo has detained 800,000 to possibly more than two 
million Uighur (also spelled Uyghur), Kazakh, Kyrgyz, and other Muslims in internment camps. The Chinese 
government initially denied the existence of the camps, but later defended them as a means to combat 
terrorism and provide vocational training. 
However, the detention of prominent doctors, professors, businessmen, and other professionals belied 
the government’s justification for the camps. 
According to Uighur human rights groups, among the detainees were at least 242 Uighur public intellectuals, 
including artists, journalists, and university professors, as well as 96 students. Most of the detainees have not 
been charged with a specific crime, but rather were detained for religious behavior deemed “extremist,” 
such as having an “abnormal” beard, wearing a veil, accessing religious materials online, or participating in 
other “illegal” religious activities. According to former detainees, those in the camps were required to 
renounce Islam and swear loyalty to the CCP. Detainees routinely faced harsh treatment and unhygienic 
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conditions in overcrowded facilities, leading to several reported deaths. Some were forced to work in privately 
owned, state-subsidized factories. 
Outside the camps, the Chinese government continued to use intrusive measures to create an “open-air 
prison” in Xinjiang, including discriminatory profiling at armed checkpoints and police stations; travel 
restrictions both within and outside of China; and Global Positioning System (GPS) tracking systems, facial and 
iris recognition, DNA sampling, and voice pattern sampling to monitor Muslims. The regional capital Urumqi 
also banned stores from using halal (Muslim dietary laws) labels for nonfood products and services, and in 
October launched a campaign against halal food and restaurants. Thousands of mosques have been shuttered 
or destroyed. In November 2018, a Chinese court sentenced Abdughapar Abdurusul, a prominent Uighur 
businessman and philanthropist, to death for taking an unsanctioned pilgrimage to Mecca. Starting in 
December 2017, the Xinjiang UFWD launched the “Pair Up and Become Family” program, which deployed 
more than one million local government workers to live in Muslim households for at least five days every two 
months to assess each family’s ideological views and report on any religious activity. In an unprecedented level 
of intrusiveness, these “relatives” attended private family functions such as weddings and funerals, shared 
meals, posed in family photographs, and even slept in the same beds as their hosts. USCIRF received credible 
reports that Chinese security services and their affiliates attempted to harass and intimidate 
Uighur Muslims living overseas, including in the United States. 
Gulmira Imin, a Uighur Muslim who was a local government employee at the time of her arrest, continued to 
serve a life sentence for her alleged role organizing protests in the regional capital, Urumqi, in July 2009—an 
allegation she denies. 
Throughout the year, USCIRF advocated on behalf of Ms. Imin as part of the Commission’s Religious Prisoners 
of Conscience Project. Hui Muslims—a diverse group of around 10 million Chinese Muslims—have not 
experienced the same scale of repression as Uighur Muslims, but they did face increased restrictions on 
religious activities during the year. In December 2018, local authorities shut down three mosques in Yunnan 
Province, claiming they had conducted “illegal religious education.” In some cases, police physically attacked 
worshippers who protested the mosque closures. Authorities in Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region had planned 
to demolish the newly built Weizhou Grand Mosque in August, but were forced to postpone the demolition 
after hundreds of Muslims protested. In Ningxia and Gansu provinces, local authorities removed Arabic signs 
from buildings and forcibly closed Arabic-language schools. Meanwhile, there were reports of anti-halal groups 
harassing Muslims and damaging halal restaurants. In December, Gansu and six other provinces abolished local 
halal food-identification standards, making it more difficult for Muslims to identify which foods are halal. In 
November, officials from Ningxia went to Xinjiang to study the internment camps and signed a “counter-
terrorism co-operation” agreement with the XUAR government. 
Tibetan Buddhists 
In 2018, the Chinese government continued to pursue a strategy of forced assimilation and suppression of 
Tibetan Buddhism throughout Tibet. Authorities controlled monastic education, decided if religious venues 
could be built or repaired, and restricted religious gatherings. In some parts of the Tibetan Autonomous Region 
(TAR), local authorities banned schoolchildren from attending religious festivals during their holidays. In 
February 2018, the TAR Public Security Bureau published a list of “organized crimes,” which 
effectively banned civil society initiatives to promote Tibetan language and culture. In August, the government 
introduced a policy requiring monks and nuns to demonstrate “political reliability,” “moral integrity,” and 
willingness to “play an active role at critical moments”—a phrase human rights groups believe would require 
monks to oppose antigovernment protests. The government also selected a group of monks and nuns to 
attend a three-day training session during the summer to prepare them to conduct propaganda campaigns in 
their monasteries. 
On February 17, a large fire damaged Jokhang Temple in Lhasa, a UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization) world heritage site that contains important Tibetan Buddhist relics. Citing 
satellite imagery, human rights groups alleged that the Chinese government suppressed information about the 
extent of the damage. 
The Chinese government continued to accuse the Dalai Lama of blasphemy and “splittism,” and cracked down 
on anyone suspected of so-called “separatist” activities. Monks and nuns who refused to denounce the Dalai 
Lama or pledge loyalty to Beijing have been expelled from their monasteries, imprisoned, and tortured. The 
Chinese government protested foreign officials meeting the Dalai Lama. Authorities also tightened control over 
passports issued to Tibetans and blocked Tibetan pilgrims attempting to travel to Tibetan exile communities in 
India and Nepal. Several hundred Tibetans who attended teachings given by the Dalai 
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Lama in Bodhgaya, India, had their Chinese passports confiscated and destroyed upon their return. Because of 
the Chinese government’s policies, the number of Tibetans from China who attended the Dalai Lama’s 
teachings in 2018 was estimated to have decreased significantly from previous years. 
One prisoner whose whereabouts have been a secret for more than two decades is Gedhun Choekyi Nyima. 
Selected by the Dalai Lama at the age of six as the 11

th
 Panchen Lama, Gedhun holds the second-highest 

position in Tibetan Buddhism. Throughout the year, USCIRF advocated on behalf of the Panchen Lama as 
part of the Commission’s Religious Prisoners of Conscience Project. 
Dialogues between Beijing and the Dalai Lama have been stalled since January 2010. In protest of repressive 
government policies, at least 157 Tibetans have self-immolated since February 2009, including Drugkho, a 
former monk at Kirti Monastery, who set himself on fire on December 8, 2018, while 
chanting for the return of the Dalai Lama. Meanwhile, Chinese authorities harassed and arrested Tibetans who 
peacefully advocated for the protection of their religion and culture. In May 2018, renowned Tibetan language 
advocate Tashi Wangchuk was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment connected to his March 2016 arrest and 
January 2017 indictment on alleged separatism charges; he remained in prison at the end of the reporting 
period. In other parts of Tibet, the Chinese government maintained tight control on Tibetans and religious and 
educational centers focused on the study of Tibetan Buddhism. In recent years, authorities forcibly evicted 
thousands of monks, nuns, and laypersons living in the monastic communities of Larung Gar and Yachen Gar in 
Sichuan Province and forced many of them to attend “patriotic reeducation classes” for up to six months. In 
October 2018, Chinese authorities banned Larung Gar from holding the Dechen Shedrub festival—a major 
Tibetan prayer event—for the third year in a row. In December, authorities in Qinghai Province banned 
monasteries from teaching Tibetan language classes to children (previously, such restrictions applied only to 
schools in the TAR). 
Christians On September 22, 2018, the Vatican and China reached a provisional agreement under which the 
pope would rehabilitate seven bishops from the state-run Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association (CCPA) who 
had been excommunicated, in return for a veto over any future appointments by the Chinese government. The 
deal was controversial among Chinese Catholics, particularly because the Chinese government cited it as 
justification for pressuring clergy and members of the underground church to join the CCPA 
(an estimated half of China’s Catholics worship in underground churches). In 2018, at least 
two underground bishops were replaced by government-approved bishops. 
In October and November, four priests from an underground church in Hebei were taken into police custody 
and forced to meet with CCPA bishops, who attempted to persuade them to join the state-run church. On 
November 9, local authorities in Zhejiang Province detained Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin without charge; he was 
released 14 days later, along with Father Lu Danhua of Lishui, who was arrested in December 2017. In 
addition, there were widespread reports of Chinese authorities closing underground Catholic churches, 
destroying crosses, confiscating Bibles and other religious materials, and otherwise restricting or interfering in 
religious activities. The crackdown has been especially severe in Henan Province, where churches received 
notices stating that children under 18 were forbidden from attending services such as Sunday school. 
The Chinese government also intensified its crackdown on Protestant groups that refused to join the state-run 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement (an estimated half to two-thirds of Protestants worship in unregistered house 
churches). According to religious freedom advocates, more than 5,000 Christians and 1,000 church leaders 
were arrested in 2018 because of their faith or religious practices (most of these arrests were shortterm 
detentions that did not lead to criminal charges). 
Authorities closed down or demolished thousands of churches or religious sites, including Zion Church in 
Beijing; the Golden Lampstand Church in Shanxi Province; and the Bible Reformed Church, House of 
David Church, and Rongguili Lane Church in Guangdong Province. On December 9, police officers raided the 
Early Rain Covenant Church in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, and arrested Pastor Wang Yi and more than 100 
congregants. 
Some of the congregants who were later released claimed that police had beaten them and forced them to 
sign a pledge renouncing the church. In December 2018, Pastor Wang and his wife were charged with inciting 
“subversion of state power”; at the end of the reporting period, they remained in secret detention while 
awaiting trial. 
Even house churches that were not shut down faced increased restrictions on their ability to conduct religious 
activity, and in April, the government banned online sales of the Bible. There were numerous reports 
throughout 2018 of authorities attempting to replace crosses, pictures of Jesus, and other symbols of the 
Christian faith with images of Xi Jinping. In Henan Province, local authorities required churches to remove 
the first commandment from lists of the Ten Commandments on the grounds that it placed loyalty to God 
above loyalty to the CCP. Hu Shigen, a church leader and religious freedom advocate, who was sentenced in 
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2016 to a 7.5-year sentence for “subversion of government power,” remained in prison. Throughout the year, 
USCIRF advocated on behalf of Mr. Hu as part of the Commission’s Religious Prisoners of Conscience Project. 
Falun Gong and Xie Jiao Groups 
The persecution of the Falun Gong was initiated in 1999 by then President Jiang Zemin, who also created the 
infamous 610 Office, an extrajudicial security apparatus wholly designed to eradicate the Falun Gong. The 
Chinese government has classified the Falun Gong as xie jiao, translated as either “evil cults” or “heterodox 
teachings.” Under article 300 of the Chinese Criminal Code, belonging to one of these groups is punishable 
with three to seven years’ imprisonment or more. 
Throughout 2018, authorities harassed, detained, and intimidated Falun Gong practitioners simply for 
practicing their beliefs. There were reports that many of the detainees suffered physical violence, psychiatric 
abuse, sexual assault, forced drug administration, and sleep deprivation. According to Falun Gong advocates, 
the government imprisoned at least 931 Falun Gong practitioners in 2018. During the summer, several Falun 
Gong practitioners were arrested for sending pro-Falun messages over social media and for distributing Falun 
Gong pamphlets in a marketplace. In September, the Henan Province Department of Education issued a 
document instructing universities to intensify the anti-xie jiao campaign and required students to take an 
online test about xie jiao misconduct. Although the Chinese government claimed that as of January 1, 2015, it 
had ended the practice of harvesting organs from prisoners (many of whom are believed to be Falun Gong 
practitioners), in 2018, human rights advocates, medical professionals, and investigative journalists presented 
additional evidence that the practice continued on a significant scale. 
In November, the Justice Bureau of Changsha, Hunan Province, suspended for six months the law licenses of 
two attorneys who defended Falun Gong practitioners because they “denied the nationally recognized nature 
of a cult organization” in court. Meanwhile, in 2018, the Chinese government harassed and arrested thousands 
of followers of other xie jiao groups, including the Church of Almighty God. Many of those detained during the 
year—whom the Church of Almighty God estimates to be in the thousands—suffered torture and 
other abuses, in some cases resulting in deaths or unexplained disappearances while in custody. 
Forced Repatriation of North Korean Refugees 
The Chinese government routinely violates its obligations under the 1951 UN Refugee Convention and 
its 1967 Protocol by forcibly returning individuals to North Korea without evaluating their cases to determine if 
they qualify for refugee status. Some of these individuals fled in part because of the North Korean 
government’s repression of religion and related human rights. After the new Regulations on Religious Affairs 
went into effect in February, there were reports that Chinese authorities had closed down several churches 
frequented by North Korean defectors and deported South Korean missionaries. 
U.S. POLICY 
In 2018, tensions between the United States and China escalated over concerns about Beijing’s trade practices, 
cybertheft of U.S. intellectual property and national security secrets, and military activities in the region. 
In September 2018, the United States announced plans to levy tariffs of 10 percent on $200 billion worth 
of Chinese goods, with an additional increase to 25 percent by the end of 2018. However, at the G20 Summit 
in December, the United States and China reached a temporary truce in the trade war and began trade 
negotiations that remained ongoing at the end of the reporting period. Meanwhile, the U.S. Navy continued to 
conduct freedom-of-navigation operations in the South China Sea. On December 1, Canadian authorities 
detained Huawei’s chief financial officer at the request of the U.S. government, allegedly because the company 
had violated U.S. sanctions against Iran. U.S. officials also became increasingly concerned about Chinese 
government influence operations in the United States; in February 2019, after the reporting period, the 
Government Accountability Office released a report about Confucius Institutes at U.S. academic institutions. 
Throughout 2018, U.S. government officials voiced concern about deteriorating religious freedom conditions in 
China. On May 23, Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo raised the issue of religious freedom when Chinese 
state councilor Wang Yi visited Washington, DC. A State Department spokesperson 
also condemned the Chinese government’s conviction of Tashi Wangchuk and its harassment of the Early 
Rain Covenant Church. At the July 2018 Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom held in Washington, DC, 
participating delegations issued a Statement on China concerning the government’s “significant restrictions 
on religious freedom.” In an October 2018 speech, Vice President Michael R. Pence warned that “a new wave 
of persecution is crashing down on Chinese Christians, Buddhists, and Muslims.” In November, the United 
States also expressed concern about the Chinese government’s lack of adherence to its international 
obligations on religious freedom at the second U.S.- China Diplomatic and Security Dialogue. 
Also in November, during the UN Universal Periodic Review of China, the U.S. delegation called upon 
the Chinese government to release all Uighur Muslims held in arbitrary detention; release any human rights 
defenders currently imprisoned, including Tashi Wangchuk, Ilham Tohti, Huang Qi, and Wang Quanzhang; 
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and cease interference in the selection and education of Tibetan religious leaders. The United States also 
asked about the Falun Gong and Christian church closures in written questions submitted in advance. 
Congress continued to criticize China’s crackdown on religious freedom in 2018. In December, 
Congress passed the Asia Reassurance Initiative Act (P.L. 115-409), which mandated appropriations for U.S. 
government efforts to counter China’s strategic influence and expressed “grave concern” about constraints on 
religious freedom. Also in December, Congress passed the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act (P.L. 115- 
330), which requires the State Department to report on the level of access Chinese officials granted U.S. 
diplomats, journalists, and tourists to Tibetan areas, and to deny U.S. travel visas to Chinese officials involved 
in denying such access. In November, the House of Representatives and the Senate both introduced the 
Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 2018 (H.R.7123 / S. 3622), which would have required the secretary of 
state to appoint a special coordinator for Xinjiang and to consider imposing sanctions on individual Chinese 
officials; neither bill received a vote before the end of the 115th Congress, though both bills were reintroduced 
in early 2019, after the reporting period. 
The State Department last redesignated China as a CPC in November 2018. At the same time, Secretary 
Pompeo extended the existing sanctions related to restrictions on exports of crime control and detection 
equipment. 
INDIVIDUAL VIEWS OF CHAIR TENZIN DORJEE 
If there is one country in the world that epitomizes CPC designation it is China. Religious freedom only exists 
in name but not in reality in China. China has sinicized and securitized religions for a political agenda. 
The worst cases are in Tibet and the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region. In Tibet, China has sinicized 
and politicized the reincarnation system and micromanaged the study of Buddhism in monasteries that 
are central to Tibetan Buddhism. Ironically, Chinese government officials assert the right to choose 
reincarnations of all Living Buddhas of Tibet only to serve their political agenda and domination. In this regard, 
China forcibly disappeared Panchen Gedhun Choekyi Nyima for decades and installed Gyaltsen Norbu for 
control and showcase. In a most recent interview with Reuters, His Holiness the Dalai Lama said his next 
reincarnation could come from “here” (India)—a free country. According to His Holiness, China appears 
to be more worried about his reincarnation than he is and nobody will actually trust and respect China’s 
selection, and that would be solely China’s problem. In the recent past, His Holiness mused that first China 
needs to subscribe to Buddhism and the reincarnation system, then find reincarnations of Chairman Mao and 
Deng Xiaoping before it gets involved in finding his next reincarnation. Unlike the Panchen Lama, China 
cannot control the next reincarnation of the Dalai Lama because he will reincarnate in a free country as 
long as Sino-Tibetan issues persist. The winning card is in the hand of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and the 
Tibetan people. Thus, the Sino-Tibetan conflict will persist. In its separate rating, Freedom House’s 2018 
Report found the religious and human rights conditions in Tibet second to Syria and worse than even North 
Korea. Uighurs and Tibetans are the two most oppressed minorities in China today. 
In Xinjiang, as many as two million Uighurs are estimated to have been detained in detention camps. 
China has been using state of the art technology to monitor social movement and religious activities 
of Uighurs and Tibetans, including children. China called the detention camps for Uighurs re-education 
camps, and also, in its new white paper on Tibet, called systematic and egregious violations of religious 
freedom and human rights in Tibet democratic reform in 60 years of ruling Tibet. I ask China to respect 
religious freedom, free all the Uighurs in detention camps, and call for the immediate release of Panchen 
Lama, Tashi Wangchuk, Gulmira Imin, and all prisoners of conscience. As required by the Reciprocal Access to 
Tibet Act, the State Department recently released its first “well-documented” report on reciprocal access 
restrictions to Tibet and also pushed back on China’s criticism of the report. The Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club of China released its position paper calling for unfettered access to the Tibet Autonomous Region and 
other Tibetan areas to gather accurate information on human rights conditions in those areas. I strongly 
recommend the U.S. government utilize the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act and the 
Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act. 
INDIVIDUAL VIEWS OF COMMISSIONER JOHNNIE MOORE 
My personal opinion is that one of the most alarming incidents as it relates to religious freedom in the entire 
year was the decision by the Vatican to negotiate a diplomatic relationship with China that resulted in 
the recognition of government appointed bishops and which also—in effect—deposed prominent Chinese 
religious leaders who had persevered through horrific persecution in previous generations in China, including 
China’s most well-known Catholic leader. Literally, within days of the Vatican negotiating its deal, the Chinese 
used it as cover to embark upon the closure of several of the nation’s largest and most prominent unregistered 
church communities. That has continued. Being that the Vatican is both a Church and a State, it is my opinion 
that the Vatican now bears a significant moral and legal responsibility to help solve the problem which it 
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helped created—albeit inadvertently—by providing China license to viciously crack down on Christian 
communities (as cited in this report), and by providing the Chinese government further cover to continue its 
incomprehensible, inexcusable and inhumane abuses of Muslim citizens in the western part of 
the country. 
While I am entirely for direct engagement on these issues, including with the most severe violators in the 
world, that engagement must not result in these types of unintended consequences, as has been the case in 
China. The Vatican made a terrible mistake, which it must take seriously. This debacle must be dealt with 
urgently and seriously. 
 
 

Bitter Winter, House Church in Fujian Shut Down 8 Times, 24 March 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/house-church-in-fujian-shut-down-8-times/ 
 
The Chinese government has been persecuting the House of Bethel church in Fuzhou city since its opening 13 
years ago. 
 
A Bible and a cross on a table of a Chinese house churchIf at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. 
 
That appears to be the attitude the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) took against the church, House of Bethel, 
in Fuzhou city, in China’s southeastern Fujian Province. In the 13 years the church of 100 believers has been 
open, it has been persecuted repeatedly. 
 
In May 2018, officers from the local police station came to inspect the church on the grounds that it was 
“causing a disturbance to the public.” The police claimed the meeting venue didn’t have a religious activity 
venue registration certificate and ordered them to join the government-sanctioned Three-Self Church, or else 
be ordered to cease gathering altogether. The police also threatened them, saying all the Bibles and 
hymnbooks be removed or else tossed out by the authorities. 
 
“The police said we were disturbing the public, but that’s actually an excuse,” one co-worker at the church 
said. “There are several processing factories adjacent to us, and they are even louder, but the government 
doesn’t intervene.” 
 
Since the believers were unable to find a meeting venue at that time, they had no choice but to continue their 
gatherings there with great caution. To prevent police raids, after each gathering ended, they hid all the Bibles 
and hymnbooks. Soon afterward, personnel from the local fire department came to the church to conduct an 
inspection and sought to shut down the church on the grounds that “fire control measures were inadequate.”  
 
Even though the church made improvements according to the fire department’s requirements, the 
persecution continued. 
 
Shortly after that, personnel from the local police station and State Security Bureau arrived at the meeting 
venue. The police officers ripped off the crosses from the podium and the offering box and took photos 
throughout the church. Afterward, the police ordered the landlord to terminate the rental contract with the 
church and confiscated the landlord’s ID card. The landlord was afraid of getting in trouble and asked the 
person in charge of the church to hurry and resolve the matter. 
 
“In more than six months, they [the government officials] came time and time again, continuously harassing us 
and not letting us hold gatherings, persecuting us to the point that we were forced to leave,” said one of the 
church’s preachers. “We don’t know where we will rent a place in the future, but we need to find someplace 
more secluded. Otherwise, our gathering venue will be shut down again.” 
 
Since the church was founded, in 2006, it has continually had to find new congregation places to rent. 
 
“We suffered our biggest losses this time. Initially, the venue we rented was unfurnished. We spent more than 
300,000 RMB (about $44,655) on furnishing and decorations alone,” one elderly believer said. “We never 
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expected that it would be shut down after less than two years. Over the past 10-plus years, we have been 
forced to relocate time after time. We’re afraid of having to move again. It’s too hard!” 
 
The church wasn’t the only focal point: Back in October 2018, the church’s meeting venue for Christian 
university students, located near Fuzhou University District, was also raided and shut. More than a dozen 
police officers from the local police station stormed into the meeting venue, where 60 to 70 university 
students were holding a gathering, and began taking photographs of the students one by one and registering 
the information of each. 
 
“If you continue believing in God and holding gatherings, you won’t be allowed to graduate, nor will you be 
able to find a job!” one police officer threatened the students. The police also confiscated the ID cards of the 
two Christians who were in charge and took them to the police station for interrogation. They were warned 
not to organize gatherings for university students again. 
 
In addition to the closures of the church’s gathering venues, the church’s out-of-town preachers seeking to 
shepherd and support the believers have also been suppressed: Their personal ID information has been 
blacklisted, and they are monitored and restricted from going out of town to preach. “They are even 
questioned and restricted when buying bus or train tickets. They cannot leave their hometown at all,” one of 
the church workers said. “Some preachers are civil servants, so the police coerce them by threatening to 
dismiss them from their jobs. All of these preachers are under extremely tight surveillance by the local police; 
there is no way they can come out to preach.” 
 
As the church worker forthrightly put it: President Xi Jinping is following in the steps of Mao Zedong, 
demanding that everyone worship him over God. “The ultimate goal is to eliminate all faith,” he said. 
 
Reported by An Xin 

Bitter Winter, House Churches in Danger of Being Labeled Xie Jiao, 28 February 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/house-churches-in-danger-of-being-labeled-xie-jiao/ 
 
The label xie jiao, reserved for banned “heterodox teachings,” is now increasingly applied to “normal” house 
churches. 
They do not accept government control; have overseas ties; have a large number of members; actively preach 
the Gospel; read banned spiritual books… These are the characteristics of the largest house churches in China 
today. But these are also the characteristics of the so-called xie jiao groups that the government violently 
suppresses. Chinese publications in English misleadingly translate xie jiao as “evil cults,” but a better 
translation is “heterodox teachings.” In theory, what teachings are “heterodox” and prohibited is determined 
by the government, an old practice dating back to the Ming Dynasty era. Your religion is a xie jiao if the CCP 
has included it in the list of the xie jiao. 
 
In Xi Jinping’s China, however, general hostility to religion leads to administrative practices going beyond the 
laws and regulations. Increasingly, the label xie jiao is used against groups that are not in the list of the xie jiao. 
 
A junior government official in northeastern China’s Jilin Province posted the following notice last July on the 
WeChat group for villagers under his jurisdiction, “The central government is now making great efforts to 
arrest those who believe in God and is taking down all the crosses hanging in homes. If [a religion] doesn’t 
have a permit, then it’s designated as a xie jiao, and you must not attend gatherings anymore.” 
 
“If it doesn’t have a permit, then it’s a xie jiao?” some Christians in the village asked each other. “Does that 
mean every house church is a xie jiao? What exactly are the government’s measurement criteria?” 
 
In the minds of some Chinese officials, making veiled criticisms of the government and not accepting the 
government’s leadership means that a person or group is anti-Party and anti-government. These are among 
the standard characteristics of a xie jiao. 
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Two high profile closures of non-official churches in 2018 illustrate the trend to label all non-permitted 
churches as xie jiao: Beijing Zion Church and Chengdu Early Rain Covenant Church. During the official 
investigation before the closure, believers from Zion Church reported that police claimed the church was “anti-
Party, anti-government, politically incorrect and xie jiao.” Similarly, Christians arrested at Chengdu Early Rain 
report that police accused them of attending “an illegal church and a xie jiao organization.” 
 
Pastor Francis Liu from the San Francisco-based Chinese Christian Fellowship of Righteousness said, “It has 
been reported through many channels that the police tell the people they have arrested that their churches 
are illegal churches, that their religious beliefs are wrong, and that their organization is a xie jiao. As long as 
the organization is unfavorable toward them [the government], or they believe that it is organized and poses a 
threat to their rule, they will brand it as a xie jiao.” 
 
Many Chinese house churches have faced the same predicament as Zion and Early Rain Covenant churches. 
Some churches have been regarded as being a xie jiao because they “didn’t obtain a permit” for using the 
premises they own or rent for worshiping purposes, “didn’t listen to the government,” or were suspected of 
being linked to foreign countries. 
 
Since May 2018, a Great Praise house church in Tanghe county, in central China’s Henan Province, has been 
ordered repeatedly to cease gatherings. The female preacher refused to comply. 
 
In August, government officials threatened to demolish the meeting place unless it was completely emptied, 
claiming it was an illegal meeting place, that the church was a xie jiao, and that anything not allowed by the 
state must be eliminated. On September 11, the government sent more than 100 people to vandalize the 
meeting venue. 
 
Afterward, the preacher was arrested and interrogated twice. The police questioned her about whether she 
had contacts with foreigners and who the church’s top leaders were. They asserted that having contact with 
foreigners is tantamount to being a spy. 
 
Some believers think that the preacher’s “disobedience” was the trigger for the government’s accusations she 
was operating a xie jiao and serving as a spy. “The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) doesn’t care whether you 
actually violated the law or not. If you don’t obey them, they will find a way to punish you.” 
 
An Apostolic house church meeting venue in Chongqing city’s Tongliang district in southwestern China has also 
been deemed as a place of worship for a xie jiao. In April 2018, more than 20 government officials stormed 
into the meeting venue, asserted that it was an illegal gathering of a xie jiao, and threatened detention for 15 
days for minor violations in the future, and prison sentences for major offenses. 
 
“They say that if the place of worship has a permit, it’s orthodox Christianity; if it doesn’t have a permit, it’s a 
xie jiao. What kind of logic is that?” one church co-worker asked. “My name has already been listed as 
someone belonging to a xie jiao organization. The pastor has also been restricted. Every three days, he has to 
report to a grid administrator and must also be photographed.” 
 
Some observers have noticed the move to label house churches as xie jiao since the so-called McDonald’s 
murder of 2014 when a salesgirl was killed in a McDonald’s restaurant in Zhaoyuan city, Shandong Province, 
and the Chinese government falsely blamed The Church of Almighty God for the murder. Subsequently, it used 
the incident as propaganda in their anti-xie jiao campaign. 
 
They worried that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) government would use this designation to eliminate 
those house churches that the government “dislikes” or that cross some “red lines” by becoming too large, 
criticizing the government, or maintaining contacts with foreign organizations. 
 
Commentator Guo Baosheng previously warned that people should guard against house churches being 
branded as xie jiao, saying: “… In the future, in its treatment of house churches and in particular rural house 
churches, the authorities will increasingly treat them as being guilty of the crime of being a xie jiao. In the list 
of 20 different xie jiao organizations published by the China Anti-Xie Jiao Association (or China Anti-Cult 
Association), 15 of them are associated with Christianity. Based on certain characteristics of these 15, many 
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house churches could easily be designated as xie jiao. It would also be very difficult for house churches to draw 
a clear dividing line between themselves and these 15. … As long as it doesn’t join the Three-Self Church, it 
could be branded as a xie jiao and dealt with under Article 300 of China’s Criminal Law.” 
 
Reported by Yao Zhangjin 
 

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2019 – China, 4 February 2019 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2019/china  
 
Key Developments in 2018: 
 
President Xi strengthened his hold on power in March, when the National People’s Congress amended the 
country’s constitution to enshrine “Xi Jinping Thought” and remove the two-term limit on the presidency. 
Observers warned that Xi’s personalization of power and departure from previous norms—including his failure 
to appoint a potential successor to the CCP’s Politburo Standing Committee—could have negative 
consequences for China’s future political stability. 
Also in March, as part of a larger set of changes that increased the CCP’s role in the government and society, a 
powerful new National Supervisory Commission was established to lead anticorruption efforts. The 
commission’s structure and mandate further blurred the line between party and state mechanisms while 
expanding its predecessors’ jurisdiction to encompass a broader swath of public employees. 
Internet censorship and surveillance reached new heights as implementation of the 2017 Cybersecurity Law 
continued to be rolled out, various new measures restricting online and mobile communications came into 
effect, and advancements in artificial intelligence and facial recognition technologies were incorporated into 
the regime’s information control and public surveillance apparatus. 
The government’s persecution of predominantly Muslim ethnic minorities in Xinjiang intensified dramatically, 
with an estimated one million or more individuals subjected to extralegal detention in “political reeducation” 
centers. Reports of torture and other abuse at the camps emerged during the year. Authorities also increased 
repression of Christians and Muslims elsewhere in China following new regulations on religious affairs that 
took effect nationwide in February, and persecution of the banned spiritual movement Falun Gong continued 
unabated. 
The authorities continued a years-long crackdown on independent civil society, carrying out arrests and 
criminal prosecutions of bloggers, activists, and human rights lawyers. Government and CCP influence over 
foreign and domestic nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) increased via funding and registration rules as 
full-scale implementation of a 2017 law on foreign NGOs took effect. 
President Xi strengthened his hold on power in March, when the National People’s Congress amended the 
country’s constitution to enshrine “Xi Jinping Thought” and remove the two-term limit on the presidency. 
Observers warned that Xi’s personalization of power and departure from previous norms—including his failure 
to appoint a potential successor to the CCP’s Politburo Standing Committee—could have negative 
consequences for China’s future political stability. 
 
Political Rights and Civil Liberties: 
 
POLITICAL RIGHTS: −1 / 40 (−1) 
A. ELECTORAL PROCESS: 0 / 12 
A1. Was the current head of government or other chief national authority elected through free and fair 
elections? 0 / 4 
 
There are no direct or competitive elections for national executive leaders. The National People’s Congress 
(NPC) formally elects the state president for five-year terms and confirms the premier after he is nominated by 
the president, but both positions are decided in advance at the relevant CCP congress. The CCP’s seven-
member Politburo Standing Committee (PSC), headed by Xi Jinping in his role as the party’s general secretary, 
sets government and party policy in practice. Xi also holds the position of state president and serves as 
chairman of the state and party military commissions. 
 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2019/china
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Xi was awarded a second five-year term as general secretary at the 19th Party Congress in October 2017, and 
at the NPC session in March 2018 he was confirmed for a second five-year term as state president. Also at that 
session, the NPC approved amendments to China’s constitution that abolished the two-term limit for the state 
presidency and vice presidency. Combined with the absence of another PSC member young enough to serve as 
Xi’s successor in 2022, the move reinforced predictions that he planned to break with precedent and remain 
China’s paramount leader for the foreseeable future. 
 
A2. Were the current national legislative representatives elected through free and fair elections? 0 / 4 
 
The 3,000 NPC members are formally elected for five-year terms by subnational congresses, but in practice all 
candidates are vetted by the CCP. Only the NPC’s standing committee meets regularly, with the full congress 
convening for just two weeks a year to approve proposed legislation; party organs and the State Council, or 
cabinet, effectively control lawmaking. The current NPC was seated in March 2018. 
 
A3. Are the electoral laws and framework fair, and are they implemented impartially by the relevant election 
management bodies? 0 / 4 
 
Political positions are directly elected only at the lowest administrative levels. Independent candidates who 
obtain the signatures of 10 supporters are by law allowed to run for seats in the county-level people’s 
congresses, and elections for village committees are also supposed to give residents the chance to choose 
their representatives. In practice, however, independent candidates for these posts are often kept off the 
ballot or out of office through intimidation, harassment, fraud, and in some cases detention. Only a very small 
number of independent candidates have gained office in elections, though some attempt to do so in each 
election cycle. 
 
Elections are not administered by an independent body. The indirect elections that populate people’s 
congresses at various levels are conducted by those congresses’ standing committees, while village-level 
elections are conducted by a village electoral committee. 
 
B. POLITICAL PLURALISM AND PARTICIPATION: 0 / 16 
B1. Do the people have the right to organize in different political parties or other competitive political 
groupings of their choice, and is the system free of undue obstacles to the rise and fall of these competing 
parties or groupings? 0 / 4 
 
The CCP seeks to monopolize all forms of political organization and does not permit any meaningful political 
competition. Eight small noncommunist parties are allowed to play a minor role in China’s political system, and 
are represented on the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), an official advisory body. 
However, their activities are tightly circumscribed, and they must accept the CCP’s leadership as a condition 
for their existence. 
 
Citizens seeking to establish genuinely independent political parties and other democracy campaigners are 
harshly punished. China’s most prominent political dissident, Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo, died from 
cancer in 2017 while serving an 11-year prison sentence for organizing a prodemocracy manifesto. His widow, 
Liu Xia, had been kept under strict house arrest, but following an international campaign on her behalf, she 
was released and permitted to leave the country for Germany in July 2018. Also in July, 64-year-old democracy 
advocate Qin Yongmin, who had already spent a total of 22 years behind bars since the 1980s, was sentenced 
to 13 years in prison for having led a prodemocracy group that circulated online statements criticizing 
government policies. 
 
B2. Is there a realistic opportunity for the opposition to increase its support or gain power through elections? 0 
/ 4 
 
China’s one-party system rigorously suppresses the development of any organized political opposition, and the 
CCP has ruled without interruption since winning a civil war against the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) in 1949. 
Even within the CCP, Xi Jinping has steadily increased his own power and authority since 2012, pursuing a 
selective anticorruption campaign that has eliminated potential rivals. He personally heads an unusually large 
number of “leading groups” that give him direct supervision over a variety of policy areas. Xi’s official 
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contributions to party ideology were formally added to the CCP and national constitutions in October 2017 and 
March 2018, respectively, elevating his status above that of his immediate predecessors. 
 
B3. Are the people’s political choices free from domination by the military, foreign powers, religious 
hierarchies, economic oligarchies, or any other powerful group that is not democratically accountable? 0 / 4 
 
The authoritarian CCP is not accountable to voters and denies the public any meaningful influence or 
participation in political affairs. 
 
B4. Do various segments of the population (including ethnic, religious, gender, LGBT, and other relevant 
groups) have full political rights and electoral opportunities? 0 / 4 
 
Societal groups such as women, ethnic and religious minorities, and LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender) people have no opportunity to gain meaningful political representation and are barred from 
advancing their interests outside the formal structures of the CCP. Nominal representatives of ethnic minority 
groups—such as Tibetans, Uighurs, and Mongolians—participate in party and state bodies like the NPC, but 
their role is largely symbolic. Women are severely underrepresented in top CCP and government positions, and 
the situation has grown slightly worse in recent years. Just one woman was named to the 25-member 
Politburo at the 19th Party Congress in 2017, down from the previous two. No woman has ever sat on the PSC. 
 
C. FUNCTIONING OF GOVERNMENT: 2 / 12 
C1. Do the freely elected head of government and national legislative representatives determine the policies of 
the government? 0 / 4 
 
None of China’s national leaders are freely elected, and the legislature plays no significant role in policymaking 
or the development of new laws. The continuing concentration of power in Xi Jinping’s hands, an emerging cult 
of personality, and Xi’s calls for greater ideological conformity and party supremacy have further reduced the 
limited space for policy debate even within the CCP. 
 
C2. Are safeguards against official corruption strong and effective? 1 / 4 
 
Since becoming CCP leader in 2012, Xi has pursued an extensive anticorruption campaign. Well over a million 
officials have been investigated and punished, according to official figures, including senior state and party 
officials from the security apparatus, the military, the Foreign Ministry, state-owned enterprises, and state 
media. In October 2018, for example, Lu Wei, the former head of China’s powerful internet regulator, pleaded 
guilty to charges of bribery; Lu was expelled from the party in February, having risen to the rank of deputy 
director of the CCP’s Central Committee. Sun Zhengcai, a former Politburo member and potential candidate for 
its Standing Committee, was purged in 2017 and sentenced to life in prison in May on corruption and bribery 
charges. The anticorruption effort has generated a chilling effect among officials and reduced ostentatious 
displays of wealth, but corruption is believed to remain extensive at all levels of government. Moreover, the 
initiative has been heavily politicized, as many of the elites targeted were seen as Xi’s former or potential 
rivals, and a 2017 change to party regulations shifted the focus of disciplinary inspections to enforcing party 
ideology and loyalty. 
 
The authorities have failed to adopt basic reforms that would address corruption more comprehensively, such 
as requiring officials to publicly disclose their assets, creating genuinely independent oversight bodies, and 
allowing independent media, courts, and civic activists to function as watchdogs. Instead, in March 2018, the 
NPC established the National Supervisory Commission (NSC), a powerful new agency that merges the 
anticorruption functions of various state and party entities, while expanding its jurisdiction to include a 
broader swath of public-sector employees. The new commission is headed by a Politburo member and shares 
personnel and a website with the CCP’s internal disciplinary agency, further blurring the lines between party 
rules and institutions and the state legal system. In late September, Meng Hongwei, the president of Interpol 
and China’s vice minister of public security, disappeared into custody during a visit to China, with news later 
emerging that he had been placed under investigation by the NSC for “alleged violations of laws.” 
 
C3. Does the government operate with openness and transparency? 1 / 4 
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The Chinese government and CCP are notoriously opaque. Since open-government regulations took effect in 
2008, more official documents and information have been made available to the public. However, resistance 
on the part of government organs to providing specific information requested by citizens has dampened initial 
optimism, and budgetary information available to the public is minimal. 
 
The scope for public input and consultation on laws and policies narrowed further over the past two years as 
policy advocacy NGOs and intellectuals came under intensified pressure, including those working in areas that 
were previously not considered sensitive, such as the environment, public health, and women’s rights. 
 
ADDITIONAL DISCRETIONARY POLITICAL RIGHTS QUESTION 
Is the government or occupying power deliberately changing the ethnic composition of a country or territory 
so as to destroy a culture or tip the political balance in favor of another group? −3 / 0 (−1) 
 
The government has intensified policies—including large-scale resettlement, work-transfer programs, and 
mass internment—that are altering the demography of ethnic minority regions, especially Xinjiang, Tibet, and 
Inner Mongolia, contributing to a steady increase of Han Chinese as a proportion of the regional populations. 
Conditions in Xinjiang deteriorated sharply during the past two years as human rights groups estimated that 
more than one million ethnic Uighurs, Kazakhs, and Hui were detained in an expanded network of “political 
reeducation” centers to undergo political and religious indoctrination. The number and size of orphanages and 
boarding schools have also been expanded to absorb the growing number of minority children who have been 
sent away for immersive Chinese-language education or whose parents are being held indefinitely in the 
camps. Cases of torture and deaths in custody at the political reeducation camps were reported throughout 
2018, as was evidence that Uighurs were being transferred in large numbers to detention facilities in other 
provinces. [Note: Tibet is examined in a separate report.] 
 
Score Change: The score declined from −2 to −3 due to intensified government efforts to break down the 
ethnic and religious identities and control the overall numbers of Muslim minorities in Xinjiang. 
 
CIVIL LIBERTIES: 12 / 60 (−2) 
D. FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND BELIEF: 2 / 16 (−1) 
D1. Are there free and independent media? 0 / 4 (−1) 
 
China is home to one of the world’s most restrictive media environments and its most sophisticated system of 
censorship, particularly online. The CCP maintains control over news reporting via direct ownership, 
accreditation of journalists, harsh penalties for public criticism, and daily directives to media outlets and 
websites that guide coverage of breaking news stories. State management of the telecommunications 
infrastructure enables the blocking of websites, removal of mobile-phone applications from the domestic 
market, and mass deletion of microblog posts, instant messages, and user accounts that touch on banned 
political, social, economic, and religious topics. Thousands of websites have been blocked, many for years, 
including major news and social media hubs like the New York Times, Le Monde, YouTube, Twitter, and 
Facebook. 
 
The already limited space for media freedom shrank further during 2018, as internet restrictions increased and 
investigative journalism struggled. Online controls were particularly evident surrounding the announcement in 
late February of the planned constitutional amendment to abolish presidential term limits. The news triggered 
massive censorship of critical and humorous commentary, including large-scale deletions of both posts and 
accounts on the microblogging platform Sina Weibo, the blocking of dozens of keywords, the suspension of at 
least one mobile phone application, and the interrogation of users of the popular instant-messaging tool 
WeChat. 
 
Continued implementation of the 2017 Cybersecurity Law, along with other regulations and increased 
pressure on private technology companies, resulted in greater and more sophisticated internet censorship, 
including on video-streaming platforms and WeChat, which began employing artificial intelligence to scan and 
delete images deemed to include banned content. In April, several extremely popular applications that 
provided news or enabled the sharing of humorous content to tens of millions of users were abruptly 
suspended or shut down for failing to “rectify” their content sufficiently. 
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The increased media controls also affected the entertainment industry, which received orders in July to ensure 
that multimedia productions brim with “positive energy” and “illustrate core socialist values.” Meanwhile, 
authorities sought to improve their monitoring and management of influential online commentators, 
mysteriously detained movie star Fan Bingbing for alleged tax evasion, and blocked the website of US 
television network HBO after British comedian John Oliver critiqued Xi Jinping on his satirical news program. 
 
According to the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 47 journalists were jailed in China as of December 
2018, although the actual number of people held for uncovering or sharing newsworthy information is much 
greater. Foreign journalists continued to face various forms of harassment during the year, including physical 
abuse, short-term detention to prevent meetings with certain individuals, intimidation of Chinese sources and 
staff, the withholding of or threats to withhold visas, and surveillance. 
 
Despite heavy restrictions on media freedom, Chinese journalists, grassroots activists, and internet users 
continue to seek out and exploit new ways to expose official misconduct, access uncensored information, and 
share incisive political commentary, although they risked reprisals when doing so. Tens of millions of people 
used circumvention tools like virtual private networks (VPNs) to reach the uncensored global internet or 
accessed blocked overseas broadcasts via satellite, but a number of activists were sentenced to prison for 
selling VPN services or helping people to install satellite dishes for viewing overseas Chinese stations. 
 
Score Change: The score declined from 1 to 0 because the already limited space for media freedom shrank 
further during 2018, as the government worked more vigorously to eliminate the remaining avenues for 
circumventing censorship. 
 
D2. Are individuals free to practice and express their religious faith or nonbelief in public and private? 0 / 4 
 
The CCP regime has established a multifaceted apparatus to control all aspects of religious activity, including 
by vetting religious leaders for political reliability, placing limits on the number of new monastics or priests, 
and manipulating religious doctrine according to party priorities. The ability of China’s religious believers to 
practice their faith varies dramatically based on religious affiliation, location, and registration status. Many do 
not necessarily feel constrained, particularly if they are Chinese Buddhists or Taoists. However, a 2017 
Freedom House report found that at least 100 million believers belong to groups facing high or very high levels 
of religious persecution, namely Protestant Christians, Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur Muslims, and Falun Gong 
practitioners. 
 
During 2018, the government increased restrictions on a range of religious communities, including state-
sanctioned Christian congregations and Hui Muslims. New regulations on religious affairs that took effect in 
February strengthened controls on places of worship, travel for religious purposes, and children’s religious 
education. In May, online retailers were barred from selling copies of the Bible. The Vatican and the Chinese 
government reached a provisional agreement in September on the appointment of Catholic bishops. While the 
deal was not made public, it would reportedly allow the government to nominate bishops and the Vatican to 
exercise a veto. The Vatican also recognized seven government-approved bishops who had previously been 
excommunicated; the status of dozens of existing bishops recognized by the Vatican but not by the 
government remained unclear. Persecution of unofficial Protestant groups continued during the year. In 
January, authorities in Shanxi Province demolished the Golden Lampstand Church, where an unregistered 
congregation of more than 50,000 people had worshipped, and placed some church members under house 
arrest. 
 
The especially intense and intrusive curbs on the practice of Islam in Xinjiang, which are apparently aimed at 
breaking down the religious identify of Muslims in the region, have affected the wearing of religious attire, 
attendance at mosques, fasting during Ramadan, choice of baby names, and other basic forms of religious 
expression. In 2018, the Chinese authorities increased the punishment of peaceful religious practices under 
charges of “religious extremism,” resulting in detention and indoctrination for many Uighur, Kazakh, and Hui 
Muslims. Among other cases during the year, a prominent scholar of Islam, 82-year-old Muhammad Salih 
Hajim, died in custody at a reeducation camp in January, about 40 days after he was detained. In September, 
Radio Free Asia reported that most of his family members were in detention or missing, including his young 
grandchildren. 
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The regime’s campaign against the Falun Gong spiritual group continued in 2018. Hundreds of Falun Gong 
practitioners have received long prison terms in recent years, and many others are arbitrarily detained in 
various “legal education” facilities. Detainees typically face torture aimed at forcing them to abandon their 
beliefs, sometimes resulting in deaths in custody. Although repression of the group appears to have declined in 
some locales, a leaked document from Liaoning Province called for an intensified effort to crack down on Falun 
Gong and the Church of Almighty God—a banned quasi-Christian group—in the province from October to 
December, with a particular emphasis on suppressing means of communication that are used to disseminate 
reports of abuse outside China. 
 
D3. Is there academic freedom, and is the educational system free from extensive political indoctrination? 1 / 
4 
 
Academic freedom is restricted with respect to politically sensitive issues, and the room for academic 
discussion dwindled further in 2018, even on what were previously less sensitive topics like labor rights, the 
rule of law, or economics. Efforts to police day-to-day classroom discussions have increased at all levels of 
education, including via installation of surveillance cameras in some classrooms and the creation of special 
departments to supervise the political thinking of teaching staff. The CCP controls the appointment of top 
university officials. Many scholars practice self-censorship to protect their careers, and several professors 
faced reprisals during the year for expressing views that were deemed critical of the CCP’s governance, 
whether in class, online, or in interviews with overseas media. Political indoctrination—including the study of 
“Xi Jinping Thought”—is a required component of the curriculum at all levels of education. In October, Cornell 
University in the United States ended its joint program with Renmin University in Beijing due to concerns 
about restrictions on academic freedom and reprisals against left-wing Chinese student activists who 
campaigned for the rights of low-income workers. 
 
D4. Are individuals free to express their personal views on political or other sensitive topics without fear of 
surveillance or retribution? 1 / 4 
 
The government’s ability to monitor citizens’ lives and communications has increased dramatically in recent 
years, inhibiting online and offline conversations. Social media applications like WeChat, used by hundreds of 
millions of people, are known to closely monitor user discussions so as to conform with government content 
restrictions. Surveillance cameras, increasingly augmented with facial recognition software, cover many urban 
areas and public transportation, and are expanding into rural regions. Pilot programs for a Social Credit 
System—expected to become mandatory and nationally operational in 2020—rate citizens’ trustworthiness 
based not only on financial responsibility or debt records, but also on purchasing behavior, video gaming 
habits, social acquaintances, and adherence to rules in public spaces. Devices used by police to quickly extract 
and scan data from smartphones, initially deployed in Xinjiang, have spread nationwide. The 2017 
Cybersecurity Law requires companies to store Chinese users’ data in China and submit to potentially intrusive 
security reviews. Apple was one of several international companies to comply with the provisions in 2018, 
transferring its iCloud data to servers run by a company owned by the Guizhou provincial government. 
 
Electronic surveillance is supplemented with offline monitoring by neighborhood party committees, “public 
security volunteers” who are visible during large events, students who report on classmates and teachers, and 
an especially heavy police presence in places like Xinjiang. 
 
Court verdicts have cited private social media communications, public surveillance video, and personal 
meetings as evidence in cases where citizens were punished for expressing their views on political or religious 
topics. 
 
E. ASSOCIATIONAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL RIGHTS: 2 / 12 (−1) 
E1. Is there freedom of assembly? 1 / 4 
 
China’s constitution protects the right of citizens to demonstrate, but in practice protesters rarely obtain 
approval and risk punishment for assembling without permission. Spontaneous demonstrations have thus 
become a common form of protest. Some are met with police violence, and organizers often face reprisals, 
even in cases where local officials ultimately concede to protesters’ demands. Armed police have been 
accused of opening fire during past protests in Xinjiang. 
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E2. Is there freedom for nongovernmental organizations, particularly those that are engaged in human rights– 
and governance-related work? 0 / 4 (−1) 
 
The ability of civil society organizations to engage in work related to human rights and governance is extremely 
constrained and has decreased over the past two years. Implementation of a 2017 law on foreign NGOs and 
2016 legislation governing philanthropy has significantly reduced civic groups’ access to funding from foreign 
sources and has increased supervision and funding from the government. NGOs that attempt to retain a 
greater degree of independence, including those working on human rights and the rule of law, are increasingly 
marginalized. The space for organizations to operate without formal registration, a previously common 
practice, has also shrunk, although some continue to do so. Several prominent NGOs that focused on policy 
advocacy, including in less politically sensitive areas like public health or women’s rights, have been shuttered 
in recent years under government pressure. Hundreds of thousands of NGOs are formally registered, but many 
operate more as government-sponsored entities and focus on service delivery. 
 
The foreign NGO law that took effect in 2017 prohibits the groups from engaging in activities that the 
government deems to “endanger China’s national unity, security, or ethnic unity” or “harm China’s national 
interests and the public interest.” Foreign NGOs operating in China are required to register with the Ministry of 
Public Security instead of the Ministry of Civil Affairs, which has managed civil society organizations in the past, 
and to find a “professional supervisory unit”—a Chinese entity willing to act as sponsor. The changes give the 
police the authority search NGOs’ premises without a warrant, seize property, detain personnel, and initiate 
criminal procedures. The law’s implementation impeded the activities of foreign and domestic NGOs during 
2018. Hundreds of foreign NGOs had registered offices or temporary activities, though the vast majority were 
trade and agricultural associations, or groups involved in issues such as cultural exchange, public health, or 
disability rights. A list of sponsoring Chinese entities documented by the ChinaFile NGO Project indicated a 
heavy presence of state and CCP-affiliated organizations. In December, Chinese officials attempted to justify 
the arrest of former Canadian diplomat Michael Kovrig for “endangering national security”—in apparent 
retribution for Canada’s detention of Chinese telecommunications executive Meng Wanzhou, who was 
accused of fraud related to US sanctions against Iran—by noting that the International Crisis Group, for which 
he worked as a senior adviser, was not registered. 
 
Score Change: The score declined from 1 to 0 because implementation of a 2017 law on foreign NGOs and 
2016 legislation regulating philanthropy has significantly reduced NGOs’ ability to operate legally and 
independently, and several prominent groups have been forced to close in recent years. 
 
E3. Is there freedom for trade unions and similar professional or labor organizations? 1 / 4 
 
The only legal labor union organization is the government-controlled All-China Federation of Trade Unions 
(ACFTU), which has long been criticized for failing to properly defend workers’ rights, but has reportedly 
become even less of an ally to workers in recent years. The authorities continued a multiyear crackdown on 
labor activists and NGOs during 2018. Beginning in July, police and managers engaged in reprisals against 
workers at Shenzhen Jasic Technology in Guangdong Province who had tried to establish a union and elect 
their own leaders, despite the fact that the group initially had approval from a local unit of the ACFTU. The 
crackdown extended to student activists and representatives of labor NGOs who sought to support the 
workers; they were variously harassed, detained, interrogated, and threatened. 
 
Despite the constraints on legal union activity, strikes and labor protests continued to be reported across the 
country. About 1,700 such incidents were documented by the China Labor Bulletin in 2018. 
 
F. RULE OF LAW: 2 / 16 
F1. Is there an independent judiciary? 1 / 4 
 
The CCP dominates the judicial system, with courts at all levels supervised by party political-legal committees 
that have influence over the appointment of judges, court operations, and verdicts and sentences. CCP 
oversight is especially evident in politically sensitive cases, and most judges are CCP members. In March 2018, 
Supreme People’s Court president Zhou Qiang stated that the judiciary’s first priority during the year would be 
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to defend “the party’s centralized and unified leadership, with Xi Jinping as the core leader.” He advocated 
ideological conformity and absolute obedience to the CCP for the country’s judges. 
 
Incremental reforms aimed at improving judicial performance, while maintaining party supremacy, have been 
introduced since 2014. The changes focused on increasing transparency, professionalism, and autonomy from 
local authorities. Many judges complain about local officials interfering in cases to protect powerful litigants, 
support important industries, or avoid their own potential liability. 
 
F2. Does due process prevail in civil and criminal matters? 1 / 4 
 
Broader judicial reforms introduced in recent decades have sought to guarantee better access to lawyers, 
allow witnesses to be cross-examined, and establish other safeguards to prevent wrongful convictions and 
miscarriages of justice. However, limitations on due process—including excessive use of pretrial detention—
remain rampant, and a multiyear crackdown on human rights lawyers has weakened defendants’ access to 
independent legal counsel. Rights attorney Wang Quanzhang was put on trial in late December after 3.5 years 
of incommunicado detention; police harassed and mistreated his wife during the year when she sought 
information on his whereabouts and physical condition, and she was barred from attending the trial. 
 
Criminal trials are frequently closed to the public, and the conviction rate is estimated at 98 percent or more. 
Adjudication of minor civil and administrative disputes is relatively fair, but cases that touch on politically 
sensitive issues or the interests of powerful groups are subject to decisive “guidance” from political-legal 
committees. 
 
In recent years, a series of human rights lawyers, activists, and other high-profile detainees have been 
presented in the media giving what are widely assumed to be forced confessions, undermining their right to 
due process. A report published in April 2018 by the rights group Safeguard Defenders documented the details 
surrounding 45 such confessions recorded between 2013 and 2018, noting in particular the collaboration of 
state broadcaster China Central Television in the repressive practice. 
 
Despite the abolition of “reeducation through labor” camps at the end of 2013, large numbers of people—
particularly petitioners, grassroots rights activists, Falun Gong adherents, and Uighur Muslims—are still held in 
other forms of arbitrary detention, including the growing network of extralegal political indoctrination centers 
in Xinjiang. A new form of extrajudicial detention for targets of anticorruption and official misconduct 
investigations, known as liuzhi, was introduced in 2018, in tandem with the establishment of the NSC. 
Individuals can be held in liuzhi for up to six months without access to legal counsel. 
 
F3. Is there protection from the illegitimate use of physical force and freedom from war and insurgencies? 0 / 
4 
 
Conditions in places of detention are harsh, with reports of inadequate food, regular beatings, and deprivation 
of medical care. Recent legal amendments encourage judges to exclude evidence obtained through torture, 
but in practice, torture and other forms of coercion are widely used to extract confessions or force political 
and religious dissidents to recant their beliefs. During 2018, human rights lawyers detained for their work 
reportedly experienced severe abuse in custody, including forced medication, while other activists were 
denied medical parole or treatment despite serious health concerns. Security agents routinely flout legal 
protections, and impunity is the norm for police brutality and suspicious deaths in custody. Citizens who seek 
redress for abuse in custody often meet with reprisals and even imprisonment. In May 2018, the first known 
death of a liuzhidetainee was reported. The man, whose body showed signs of abuse, was the 45-year-old 
driver of a Fujian Province official being investigated for corruption. 
 
The government has gradually reduced the number of crimes that carry the death penalty, which totaled 46 as 
of 2018, but it is estimated that thousands of inmates are executed each year; the true figure is considered a 
state secret. The government claims it has ended the transplantation of organs from executed prisoners. 
However, the scale of the transplantation industry and the speed with which some organs are procured far 
exceed what is feasible via the country’s nascent voluntary donation system. Rights activists, journalists, and 
medical professionals continued to express concerns in 2018 regarding unethical and illicit organ sourcing from 
prisoners, including religious and ethnic minorities such as Falun Gong adherents and Uighurs. 
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F4. Do laws, policies, and practices guarantee equal treatment of various segments of the population? 0 / 4 
 
Chinese laws formally prohibit discrimination based on nationality, ethnicity, race, gender, religion, or health 
condition, but these protections are often violated in practice. Several laws bar gender discrimination in the 
workplace, and gender equality has reportedly improved over the past decade. Nevertheless, bias remains 
widespread, including in job recruitment and college admissions. The #MeToo movement against sexual 
harassment, which began in the United States and has spread to China, helped to raise awareness of the 
problem during 2018. A section on workplace sexual harassment was included in a draft of the new civil code 
published in August and set to be adopted in 2020; it imposes new requirements on employers to prevent 
abuses and address complaints. New stories of sexual harassment or assault went viral online on a regular 
basis, even as the hashtag itself and a prominent feminist Weibo account were censored during the year. 
 
Ethnic and religious minorities, LGBT people, the disabled, and people with HIV/AIDS, hepatitis B, or other 
illnesses also face widespread discrimination in employment and access to education. Religious and ethnic 
minorities—especially Falun Gong adherents, Uighurs, and Tibetans—are disproportionately targeted and 
abused by security forces and the criminal justice system. For example, official figures published during 2018 
showed that the number of criminal arrests in Xinjiang in 2017 made up over 21 percent of the national total, 
even though the region’s population amounts to less than 2 percent of China’s total. 
 
Despite China’s international obligation to protect the rights of asylum seekers and refugees, Chinese law 
enforcement agencies continue to repatriate North Korean defectors, who face imprisonment or execution 
upon return. During 2018, the authorities introduced new security measures to limit the flow of refugees at 
the border and increased rewards for informants who identify those hiding in China. 
 
G. PERSONAL AUTONOMY AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS: 6 / 16 
G1. Do individuals enjoy freedom of movement, including the ability to change their place of residence, 
employment, or education? 1 / 4 
 
China’s hukou (household registration) system prevents roughly 290 million internal migrants from enjoying 
full legal status as residents in cities where they work. The government has announced plans to gradually 
reform the system, expanding the benefits of urban residency to 100 million migrants based on their 
education, employment record, and housing status, with the most stringent requirements in major cities like 
Shanghai and Beijing and much looser standards applied in smaller municipalities. The plan would still leave a 
large majority of migrants without equal rights or full access to social services such as education for their 
children in local schools. During 2018, authorities in Beijing continued implementing forced evictions and 
demolitions that began in November 2017 in neighborhoods where migrants lived or worked; officials cited 
safety violations, but observers linked the clearances to government plans to cap Beijing’s population. 
 
Many other Chinese citizens also face obstacles to freedom of movement within the country. Police 
checkpoints throughout Xinjiang limit residents’ ability to travel or even leave their hometown. Elsewhere in 
China, as initial stages of a Social Credit System were introduced during 2018, millions of citizens reportedly 
encountered restrictions on air and train travel due to their low scores. While China’s constitution gives 
individuals the right to petition the government concerning a grievance or injustice, in practice petitioners are 
routinely intercepted in their efforts to reach Beijing, forcefully returned to their hometowns, or extralegally 
detained in “black jails,” psychiatric institutions, and other sites, where they are at risk of abuse. 
 
Millions of people are affected by government restrictions on their access to foreign travel and passports, 
many of them Uighurs and Tibetans. Overseas Chinese nationals who engage in politically sensitive activities 
are at risk of being prevented by the authorities from returning to China, or choose not to return for fear of 
being arrested. 
 
G2. Are individuals able to exercise the right to own property and establish private businesses without undue 
interference from state or nonstate actors? 1 / 4 
 
The authorities dominate the economy through state-owned enterprises in key sectors such as banking and 
energy, and through state ownership of land. Chinese citizens are legally permitted to establish and operate 
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private businesses. However, those without strong informal ties to powerful officials often find themselves at a 
disadvantage in legal disputes with competitors, in dealings with regulators, or in the context of politicized 
anticorruption campaigns. Foreign companies and executives can face arbitrary regulatory obstacles, 
debilitating censorship, demands for bribes, travel restrictions, or negative media campaigns. In June 2018, 
regulators pressured private firms listed on the country’s stock exchanges to “strengthen party-building” 
within their ranks; official sources reported in 2017 that 70 percent of private companies in China had internal 
party organizations. 
 
Property rights protection remains weak. Urban land is owned by the state, with only the buildings themselves 
in private hands. Rural land is collectively owned by villages. Farmers enjoy long-term lease rights to the land 
they work, but they have been restricted in their ability to transfer, sell, or develop it. Low compensation and 
weak legal protections have facilitated land seizures by local officials, who often evict residents and transfer 
the land rights to developers. Corruption is endemic in such projects, and local governments rely on land 
development as a key source of revenue. 
 
G3. Do individuals enjoy personal social freedoms, including choice of marriage partner and size of family, 
protection from domestic violence, and control over appearance? 2 / 4 
 
A legal amendment allowing all families to have two children—effectively abolishing the one-child policy that 
had long applied to most citizens—took effect in 2016. While the authorities continue to regulate 
reproduction, the change means that fewer families are likely to encounter the punitive aspects of the system, 
such as high fines, job dismissal, reduced government benefits, and occasionally detention. Abuses such as 
forced abortions and sterilizations are less common than in the past but continue to occur. Ethnic minorities 
are still permitted to have up to three children. 
 
Muslims in Xinjiang face restrictions and penalties related to aspects of their appearance with religious 
connotations, such as face-covering veils on women or long beards on men. 
 
The country’s first law designed to combat domestic violence came into effect in 2016, but domestic violence 
continues to be a serious problem, affecting one-quarter of Chinese women, according to official figures. 
Activists have complained that the new law fails to provide support for victims, and that it is extremely difficult 
for victims to win court cases against their abusers. 
 
G4. Do individuals enjoy equality of opportunity and freedom from economic exploitation? 2 / 4 
 
While workers in China are afforded important protections under existing laws, violations of labor and 
employment regulations are widespread. Local CCP officials have long been incentivized to focus on economic 
growth rather than the enforcement of labor laws. Exploitative employment practices such as wage theft, 
excessive overtime, student labor, and unsafe working conditions are pervasive in many industries. Forced 
labor and trafficking are also common, frequently affecting rural migrants, and Chinese nationals are similarly 
trafficked abroad. Forced labor is the norm in prisons and other forms of administrative detention for criminal, 
political, and religious detainees. In 2018, authorities in Xinjiang reportedly began using detainees in the 
region’s new network of detention camps for forced or low-paid labor at factories built inside or near the 
facilities. 
 
Explanatory Note: 
 
The numerical ratings and status listed above do not reflect conditions in Hong Kong or Tibet, which are 
examined in separate reports. 
 

Bitter Winter, Fujian Home Churches Shuttered Under False Pretenses, 19 January 2019 

https://bitterwinter.org/fujian-home-churches-shuttered-under-false-pretenses/ 
 
Government officials are on a tear, cracking down on renowned house churches all over China. 

https://bitterwinter.org/fujian-home-churches-shuttered-under-false-pretenses/
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The only thing on fire when it came to a charismatic house church in Xiamen city in southeastern Fujian 
Province were authorities’ pants as they lied to the congregants about the church’s fire control facilities being 
substandard. 
 
The Home of God’s Love Christian Church in Xiamen city. 
On December 18, 2018, Home of God’s Love Christian Church became one of the latest churches to be closed 
down by government officials for made-up code violations. In September, the local Fire Prevention Bureau 
stopped by unannounced to inspect the church. They claimed the church’s fire prevention measures weren’t 
up to par and then forced the property management company to demand fixes or else have the entire building 
be sealed off. 
 
The church’s pastor said that he would make the fixes: the Fire Prevention Bureau demanded that the house of 
worship be installed with four emergency exits – at the time there were only two – and demanded that they 
use specialized fire exit doors. 
 
But then the fire prevention team threw in the real kicker, saying, even if the church spent one million RMB 
($147,710) on fixes, they would still fail to meet the required standards. 
 
Video: Police are guarding the entrance of the meeting venue. 
 
 
According to church members, the church had already carried out renovations in accordance with the Fire 
Prevention Bureau’s requirements. In fact, they even asked Bureau officials to come and hold fire drills and 
lectures. But then the Fire Prevention Bureau demands became more over-the-top and even more untenable. 
Then, on December 18, under pressure from the Fire Prevention Bureau, the property management company 
sent a notice ordering the church to move out, giving the reason that the church’s location could only be used 
for factory buildings. 
“This is just an excuse,” one church worker said. 
 
And indeed it is, if the past is any indication: After the church had rented an apartment, the government 
pressured the landlord into terminating the lease contract. Now that the meeting venue has been purchased 
by the church, the government has applied the same kind of pressure to the property management company. 
 
This isn’t anything new, according to an insider, who said that the authorities have been drumming up all sorts 
of excuses to try to shut down the church – all the way to 2005. 
 
Xiamen city isn’t alone. 
 
On December 23, 2018 a house church in Quanzhou city, near Xiamen, that was established more than 20 
years ago was harassed by more than 30 local police officers, who guarded the entrance of the church meeting 
venue and prohibited believers from entering on the grounds that “the meeting venue’s fire control facilities 
were not up to standard.” 
 
So, the more than 40 believers were forced to hold their gathering while standing outside the meeting venue 
while on-site police officers videotaped them and ordered them to end the gathering. 
 
“You need to register [to join the Three-Self Church]. If you keep holding gatherings, you will be fined,” a police 
officer told the church pastor. 
 
This church has been enduring government persecution since May 2018. And in October, three of the church’s 
co-workers were summoned for questioning by the Religious Affairs Bureau. 
 
“Either you can go and register with the Three-Self Church, or you’ll be dissolved,” an official from the 
Religious Affairs Bureau threatened. “The church’s finances have to be managed by the government. If you 
refuse, the Public Security Bureau will shut your church down. This is an order issued by the central 
government.” 
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One official from the Three-Self Patriotic Movement tried to lure them, saying: “As long as you go to register, 
you will receive a position as a standing committee member.” 
 
But the church worker countered, saying that only “God is the head of the church,” no matter how much the 
government would like itself to be. 
 
Reported by An Xin 

Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, China: Christian proselytism; treatment of 
Christians who proselytize, particularly in Guangdong and Fujian (2016-October 2018) 
Research Directorate, Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Ottawa, 27 September 
2018 

 
https://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457605&pls=1 
 
1. Legal Situation 
Sources report that religious proselytism is restricted by authorities in China (Associate Professor of Political 
Science 25 Sept. 2018; US 29 May 2018, 8; Freedom House Feb. 2017, 46). A Lecturer in Chinese Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh who has studied interactions between religion and the state in China, particularly with 
regards to Christian churches, stated, in correspondence with the Research Directorate, that "[t]he space for 
public proselytism has significantly been reduced" in recent years (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018). In correspondence 
with the Research Directorate, a representative of the ChinaAid Association (ChinaAid) [1] stated that "the 
Chinese government frowns on openly sharing information on a religion via more public actions, such as 
passing out tracts on the street, and persecutes those who do so" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018a). The US 
Department of State's International Religious Freedom Report for 2017 states that "[p]roselytizing in public … 
is not permitted" and that religious groups must obtain government approval to carry out activities such as 
missionary work or proselytizing (US 29 May 2018, 7-8). The same source adds that "[r]egulations specifically 
prohibited faith-based organizations from proselytizing while conducting charitable activities" (US 29 May 
2018, 31). 
 
According to sources, the Chinese government has been exercising tighter control over religious activities in 
recent years (Associate Professor of Political Science 25 Sept. 2018; US 25 Apr. 2018, 31; RFA 28 Feb. 2017). 
Sources indicate that the Chinese government issued updated Regulations on Religious Affairs in 2017 (US 9 
Nov. 2017; OSV 4 Oct. 2017; ChinaSource 13 Sept. 2017). The updated regulations came into force in February 
2018 (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 2018; US 25 Apr. 2018, 31). 
 
According to sources, these new Regulations on Religious Affairs replaced previous regulations which had been 
implemented in 2005 (Human Rights Watch 18 Jan. 2018; US 9 Nov. 2017). An article published by the US Law 
Library of Congress's Global Legal Monitor service states that the new version of the Regulations "has 
amended, added, and abridged several provisions on general principles, religious groups, religious schools, 
venues for religious activities, religious professionals, religious activities, religious assets, and legal 
responsibility" (US 9 Nov. 2017). 
 
According to Amnesty International, the new Regulations have "codified far-reaching state control over every 
aspect of religious practice, and extended power to authorities at all levels of the government to monitor, 
control and potentially punish religious practice" (Amnesty International 22 Feb. 2018). Human Rights Watch 
similarly states that the "new restrictions" introduced by the modified Regulations include "banning 
unauthorized teaching about religion," and "expand the role of local authorities in controlling religious 
activities" (Human Rights Watch 18 Jan. 2018). In its annual report, the US Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) adds that the amended regulations "introduce new government oversight of 
online discussions, increase fines (e.g., for those who organize unsanctioned religious events), and explicitly 
restrict unregistered groups from establishing religious schools" (US 25 Apr. 2018, 31). 
 
In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a distinguished professor of sociology at the University of 
California San Diego, who studies religion in China, stated that the new Regulations 
 

https://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/en/country-information/rir/Pages/index.aspx?doc=457605&pls=1
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do not explicitly mention proselytization very often. Article 44 prohibits proselytization in "non‐religious 
schools" and article 68 specifies punishments for such activity. Article 56 states that "Public interest charitable 
activities must not be used to proselytize by any organization or individual." (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 
2018) 
 
The US Law Library of Congress article also notes that article 44 of the Regulations "prohibit[s] proselytizing, 
holding religious activities, establishing religious organizations, or setting up religious activity sites in schools or 
educational bodies other than religious schools" (US 9 Nov. 2017). According to the Distinguished Professor, 
 
[t]he basic intent of such articles ‐ and the regulations as a whole ‐ seems to be to confine religious activities 
within the boundaries of officially approved religious sites. Thus, religious believers are not supposed to go 
outside the walls of their churches or temples to attract new believers. Nor are non‐professionals ‐ lay people 
or religious leaders who are not officially registered ‐ to engage in such activity. (Distinguished Professor 26 
Sept. 2018) 
 
2. Christian Proselytism in China 
Sources indicate that Christians continue to engage in proselytism in China (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018; Senior 
Lecturer 23 Sept. 2018; Freedom House Feb. 2017, 46). The Lecturer stated that some Christian groups and 
individuals are still able to conduct proselytism through distributing "'gospel tracts'," inviting people to attend 
church services, sharing their beliefs with others, and preaching at funerals and weddings (Lecturer 1 Oct. 
2018). In correspondence with the Research Directorate, an associate professor of political science at Loyola 
University, who studies the politics of religion in China, stated that proselytism "frequently takes place in many 
different places, in private conversations, despite the state’s efforts to prohibit it" (Associate Professor of 
Political Science 25 Sept. 2018). A former Executive Secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council (HKCC) [2] 
stated, in correspondence with the Research Directorate, that Christian proselytism still "widely" exists in 
China, "within the confines of the law, e.g. within the religious venue[s] registered with the government, not in 
the public domain, and not to minors" (Former Executive Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). An associate professor of 
sociology at the University of Hong Kong who studies religion and spirituality in China, stated, in 
correspondence with the Research Directorate, that [translation] "proselytism is still very actively going on in 
China, but not openly and publicly; rather, [it is done] through interpersonal relationship networks" (Associate 
Professor of Sociology 18 Sept. 2018). Similarly, the ChinaAid representative noted that "[s]ome churches do 
also proselytize covertly" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018a). According to Freedom House, Christians undertake 
"discreet outreach efforts" such as charity work, to "indirectly demonstrate to nonbelievers the positive 
impact that the religion could have on individuals and Chinese society, and give Christians an opportunity to 
interact with strangers and discreetly share the principles and benefits of their faith" (Freedom House Feb. 
2017, 46). 
 
The ChinaAid representative stated that "[m]any Christians in China still attempt to share their faith, despite 
restrictions against it. Some will even hand out Christian materials, and have been taken into police custody for 
it" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). The same source added that "[i]mprisoned Christians also attempt to share their 
faith with those around them and have gained converts because of it" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). 
 
3. Treatment of Christians Who Proselytize 
The former Executive Secretary stated that there are "no consequences" for those who proselytize within the 
limits imposed by the state regulations (Former Executive Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). However, according to the 
ChinaAid representative, "[t]hose who proselytize, regardless of where they are located in the country, are 
often arrested or otherwise harassed by the government" (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). According to the 
Lecturer, "[c]onsequences vary" for those who proselytize, explaining that, 
 
[s]ome officials will be "hard line" and those accused of/caught engaging in proselytism could be detained (and 
even mistreated). Some officials will take a less hard line approach and may try to intimidate church 
leaders/those engaged in proselytism outside designated "religious activities venues". Sometimes, officials will 
simply pay a visit/make a phone call and ask an individual/group to stop or "tone down" their activities. 
(Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018) 
 
In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a senior lecturer in theology and world Christianity at the 
University of Edinburgh, who conducts research on Christianity in China, stated that, apart from those officially 
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considered by the government to be part of an "evil cult" (xie jiao) and who are therefore subject to legal 
sanctions, the treatment of Christians who proselytize "tends to be more on the level of harassment for the 
individual and/or family and church - being 'invited for tea' [questioning by police]/summoned, loss of job, 
possible arrest on obscure charges, etc." (Senior Lecturer 23 Sept. 2018). 
 
The Distinguished Professor indicated that "the government has been implementing the new regulations in a 
very strict way" (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 2018). In correspondence with the Research Directorate, a 
professor at the Australian National University who studies Chinese politics and the Chinese legal system 
stated, after consulting with a colleague who has specifically studied Christianity in China, that "the situation 
has become much worse" for Christians in China in recent years (Professor 18 Sept. 2018). The same source 
explained the following: 
 
I can say unequivocally that this year in particular, there has been a further clamping down on Christians all 
over the country. The government has just announced that they are bringing in new laws to make it illegal to 
proselytize and to read [any] material that is [related to proselytism] in any form, including on the web. … This 
is the worst it has been in decades, since the Cultural Revolution. (Professor 18 Sept. 2018) 
 
The same source added that "[e]ven if proselytizing is just illegal and not criminal, [Christians who proselytize] 
can still be sent to various re-education facilities for an extended period of time - up to three years" (Professor 
18 Sept. 2018). 
 
3.1 Geographic Differences in Treatment 
The Lecturer stated that "tactics [used by authorities] tend to vary even within a province, so it is difficult to be 
specific" (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018). The Senior Lecturer stated that his understanding of the situation in the past 
few decades is that Christian proselytism is "more problematic in urban centers," such as Beijing, "though a lot 
of it depends on each region/locale and the government officials overseeing those areas" (Senior Lecturer 23 
Sept. 2018). The ChinaAid representative similarly stated that the central government's regulations on religion 
are sometimes interpreted differently by local officials, causing greater "persecution" in some areas than 
others (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b). 
 
The ChinaAid representative added that 
 
[i]t is worth noting, however, that Christian persecution is present in every single region of the country, and 
the situation is becoming increasingly serious all across the nation as authorities implement the new 
Regulations on Religious Affairs, which leaves no room for people to practice faith without submitting to 
government monitoring and censorship. (ChinaAid 20 Sept. 2018b) 
 
Likewise, the Professor stated that "[t]here used to be regions (such as Henan) where there were more 
Christians and therefore [proselytism by Christians was] less frowned upon, but over the past year or so there 
has been a nationwide crackdown" (Professor 18 Sept. 2018). The former Executive Secretary stated that 
"[t]he current reports on strict application of the religious regulations with more restrictions on proselytism 
are concentrated in Henan, Zhejiang, some parts of Guizhou [and] some parts of Anhui" (Former Executive 
Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). The Distinguished Professor similarly stated that the new Regulations are being 
implemented "very harshly" in Henan and Zhejiang, among other areas (Distinguished Professor 26 Sept. 
2018). 
 
According to Radio Free Asia (RFA), local authorities in Xinjian reportedly issued a list of "'illegal' religious 
activities" including "attempts to proselytize or carry out missionary work 'in the guise' of' poverty and disaster 
relief, tourism and academic and cultural exchanges" (RFA 28 Feb. 2017). The same source added that "[u]nder 
the new rules [regulating religious affairs], no religious group is permitted to carry out any religious activities 
including preaching, missionary work, proselytizing of new believers and ordaining clergy without prior 
government approval" (RFA 28 Feb. 2017). 
 
According to the Lecturer, 
 
[t]he east of China (especially coastal provinces) have tended to be less restrictive in terms of clamping down 
on public forms of proselytism, although that is quite generalised. Also, the further south (away from Beijing) a 
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place is, the less restrictive it tends to be (although, again, this is only a general tendency). (Lecturer 1 Oct. 
2018) 
 
3.2 Guangdong and Fujian Provinces 
The Lecturer stated that 
 
[b]oth Guangdong and Fujian were much more "liberal" in the 2000s and even some of the churches not 
registered with the state operated quite openly. However, I know that in the last 2 years or so, unregistered 
churches have been closed down by the authorities in places such as Xiamen [Fujian Province] (Christians 
probably continue to meet together but will be less open than before). (Lecturer 1 Oct. 2018) 
 
According to the former Executive Secretary, some parts of Guangdong are reportedly subjected to stricter 
application of restrictions on proselytism (Former Executive Secretary 20 Sept. 2018). A 2016 RFA report 
indicates that "police detained and questioned a woman after she handed out leaflets and tried to spread her 
Christian faith in Shantou city [in Guangdong]" (RFA 12 Feb. 2016). 
 
Further information on the treatment of Christians who proselytise in Guangdong Province could not be found 
among the sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
The Lecturer stated, as an example, that Fujian [as a coastal province, far south of Beijing] "is much less 
restrictive than Shandong," which is closer to Beijing (Lecture 1 Oct. 2018). Corroboration and further 
information on the treatment of Christians who proselytise in Fujian Province could not be found among the 
sources consulted by the Research Directorate within the time constraints of this Response. 
 
This Response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to the 
Research Directorate within time constraints. This Response is not, and does not purport to be, conclusive as 
to the merit of any particular claim for refugee protection. Please find below the list of sources consulted in 
researching this Information Request. 
 
Notes 
 
[1] The US-based ChinaAid Association describes itself as "an international non-profit Christian human rights 
organization committed to promoting religious freedom and the rule of law in China" (ChinaAid n.d.). 
 
[2] The Hong Kong Christian Council (HKCC) was established in 1954 and "is an ecumenical council committed 
to building closer relationships among all churches in Hong Kong, [mainland China] and overseas" (Global Hand 
n.d.). 
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Introduction 
There has been a marked deterioration in the overall protection of human rights in China from 2013 to the 
present. The realisation of the right to FoRB for religion and belief communities in China remains a mixed 
picture, and conditions vary according to religion, location, ethnicity, attitudes of local officials as well as other 
factors. However, a tightening of government policy has ensured that conditions have worsened significantly 
for many religious groups not registered with the state-sanctioned system, while certain registered religious 
groups have also had their activities and practices restricted. 
Adherents of Islam and Christianity have been particularly affected. State-sanctioned ‘Three Self’ churches 
must demonstrate their commitment to the ‘sinicisation’ of religion by removing religious symbols, singing 
patriotic, pro-Communist songs in church services and  flying the national  flag. Unregistered ‘house’ churches 
have come under increasing pressure to close and are subject to intrusive surveillance, intimidation, detention 
and  fines. 
At the same time, in Xinjiang Province up to one million Uyghurs, Kazakhs and members of other ethnic groups 
are believed to have been detained in ‘re-education camps’ since 2017, for varying periods of time, without 
charge. Most of the detainees are Muslim and there is a strong religious element to the detentions. 
State-sanctioned religion 
Under Article 36 of the constitution, the state protects all ‘normal’ religious activities. The  five officially-
recognised religious traditions – Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Protestantism and Catholicism – are overseen by 
seven state-sanctioned associations. In reality, ‘normal’ religious activities refers to those carried out by 
religious communities registered with these associations. 
On 7 September 2017 China’s State Council released a set of revisions to the 2005 Regulations on Religious A 
airs, which came into effect on 1 February 2018 and include special provisions on national security and foreign 
connections. These measures strengthen state control over religious activities in China. Although the 2005 
regulations already placed religion under the supervision of the state, in practice, some religious communities, 
including a large number of unregistered churches, have existed in a grey area where they have been tolerated 
by the local authorities. Under Xi Jinping and the new regulations this grey area is being shut down, and 
unregistered ‘house’ churches are under increasing pressure to either register or disband. 
In addition, in March 2018 Chinese state media announced that the United Front Work Department, an agency 
of the Communist Party of China, will now oversee ethnic and religious a airs in the country. Previously, 
religious affairs were managed by the State Administration of Religious Affairs (SARA), and registered religious 
organisations were overseen by state-sanctioned associations. These changes are part of a restructuring of 
party agencies which places the government more directly under Party control. 
Protestant and Catholic churches 
Both registered and unregistered Protestant churches and pastors who have overstepped the boundaries of 
what the authorities allow have been personally and collectively penalised. Living Stone Church, an 
unregistered Protestant church founded in 2009 in Guiyang City, Guizhou Province has experienced 
increasingly repressive measures by the authorities. The church’s rapid growth – at one time the church had 
over 700 members – drew the attention of the authorities, who have monitored and interfered in church 
activities. 
A ‘Rectification Order’ received by the church on 18 November 2015 from the Nanming District City Urban 
Administrative and Law Enforcement Bureau stated that the church’s use of a commercial building was illegal. 
Several church members were then detained or  ned in connection with the case, and on 6 January 2017 
Pastor Yang Hua was sentenced to two and a half years in prison. Another pastor in the church, Su Tianfu, was 
sentenced to one year in prison, suspended for two years with a further six months’ residential surveillance, in 
May 2018. 
In 2018 CSW learned of extremely concerning violations against Catholic and Protestant churches in Henan 
Province, where authorities have demolished crosses and churches, destroyed religious materials, and 
forbidden children from attending serves in Protestant and Catholic churches. From March to June, dozens of 
independent ‘house’ churches also reported cases of harassment,  fines, confiscation of property and forced 
closure of churches in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong, Sichuan, Henan, Guizhou and other places. 
Among Catholics, some attend churches under the state- sanctioned Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, 
while others belong to the Roman Catholic Church recognised by the Vatican. Behind this distinction is the 
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question of ultimate leadership. The government insists that all religious groups must be ‘independent and 
autonomous’, without foreign oversight; until now, the Vatican has maintained that a Church independent of 
the Holy See is incompatible with Catholic doctrine. 
The government and the Vatican have reportedly come to an agreement concerning the ordination of bishops; 
however, the details have not been made public. It is unclear what the implications will be for ‘underground’ 
or independent communities where the bishop is not recognised by Beijing, and what freedom there would be 
for those who choose for reasons of conscience to worship outside the state’s approved structure. 
A number of clergy have been arrested or disappeared, including Father Yang Jianwei of Hebei Province, 
missing since April 2016, and Bishop James Su Zhimin, detained on 8 October 1997 in Hebei. Bishop Peter Shao 
Zhumin of Wenzhou, Zhejiang, was taken away by police on 18 May 2017. Bishop Shao is an ‘underground’ 
bishop who is recognised by the Vatican but not by the government. He was released in January 2018. 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
In 2017 and 2018 there were reports of the widespread detention of Uyghurs, Kazakhs and members of other 
ethnic groups in political re-education camps in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. Up to one million 
individuals, the majority Muslim, are believed to have been detained for varying periods of time without 
charge, sometimes in connection with their peaceful religious activities, including praying or wearing ‘Islamic’ 
clothing. In some cases whole families, including children, have reportedly been held in the re-education 
camps. Witnesses report that in some areas, almost every man under 70 years of age has been sent to a camp 
for such reasons as having a relative living overseas or reading the Qu’ran. Not only have some individuals 
been detained allegedly in connection with their peaceful religious activities, but witnesses also report that 
inside the camps detainees are required to renounce Islam and promise not to follow a religion. 
The disappearance into these camps of hundreds of thousands of people has further heightened the already 
critical level of fear which pervades the region. Disappearances can happen at any time, to any person, without 
warning. In such a climate of fear, many Uyghur Muslims have stopped public and communal religious 
observance and have broken off  contact with relatives overseas. 
Tibet 
Tibetan Buddhists’ religious practice is tightly controlled by the authorities. There are ongoing reports of 
religious services being disrupted, religious institutions intrusively monitored, religious sites closed, property 
confiscated, as well as cases of arbitrary administrative detention and restrictions on religious teaching and 
training. 
A ‘renovation’ campaign by the authorities launched in July 2016 resulted in the demolition of hundreds of 
homes at Larung Gar Buddhist institute in Sertar, Sichuan Province. Larung Gar is believed to be one of the 
largest Buddhist teaching centres in the world, with a population of over 10,000; a demolition order detailed 
plans to reduce the number of residents to 5,000. 
Falun Gong 
The largest group classified as a cult in China, Falun Gong, has been banned since 1999. It is widely reported by 
lawyers and Falun Gong organisations that a task force, the 610 Office, was established specifically to eradicate 
Falun Gong: adherents outside China continue to report the torture in custody of Falun Gong practitioners 
across the country. 
A series of reports by human rights lawyer David Matas, former Canadian cabinet minister David Kilgour, and 
China analyst Ethan Gutmann, provide evidence to suggest that Falun Gong practitioners and other prisoners 
of conscience, including other ethnic and religious minorities, have been victims of forced organ harvesting. 
CSW is not able to independently verify these reports but is in the process of engaging in research on this 
issue. Organ harvesting clearly constitutes an extremely egregious violation of human rights. 
Detention of human rights defenders 
Individuals on the frontlines of defending human rights have long encountered oppression from the 
government in the form of harassment, intimidation and imprisonment. Under President Xi Jinping this 
oppression has expanded to include a wide range of civil society and business sector actors, including 
journalists, academics, religious communities, internet personalities, labour activists and factory workers, 
environmental activists, and non-governmental organisations and associations. 
Beginning in July 2015, over 300 human rights lawyers and activists and their colleagues and family members, 
were interrogated, detained and in some cases imprisoned or disappeared, in what has been dubbed the 709 
crackdown – a reference to the day of the  first detention, 9 July. Many of those detained had defended 
religious minorities including Christians and Falun Gong practitioners. 
At the time of writing, most of the detainees from the 709 crackdown have been released or placed under 
house arrest. However, with news of their release have come numerous testimonies of physical and 
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psychological torture in detention, including frequent beatings, sleep deprivation, forced medication, violent 
threats and prolonged isolation. 
A letter to world leaders by family members of the 709 crackdown victims states: ‘Prisoners were also put in 
cages submerged mostly in water, and left  inside for seven days, the entire body underwater with a space to 
breath [sic] at the top. As they stood in the water and tried to sleep, rats would scurry about outside the cage, 
biting their nose and ears.’ Wang Qiaoling described the torture of her husband, lawyer Li Heping, saying: “He 
was forced to take medicine. They stuffed the pills into his mouth...After taking the pills he felt pain in his 
muscles and his vision was blurred...He was beaten. He endured gruelling questioning while being denied sleep 
for days on end.” 
The use of secret prisons, essentially extra-legal detention facilities, and residential surveillance at a 
designated location (RSDL) means torture is extremely unlikely to be investigated and more likely to occur in 
the  first place. 
At the time of writing a number of human rights defenders remain missing or in detention, including human 
rights lawyers Gao Zhisheng and Wang Quanzhang. 
Recommendations 
• Strongly urge China to set out a clear timetable for ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR); this should be set out as a benchmark for progress at all human rights dialogues and 
other bilateral meetings. 
• Strongly encourage China to extend protection of the right to freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) beyond the  
five recognised religions, and to revise registration requirements and legislation pertaining to religion to 
comply with Article 18 of the ICCPR, in consultation with religious communities and legal experts. 
• Demand the immediate release of all prisoners of conscience detained in connection with their religion or 
belief and the investigation of cases of wrongful imprisonment. 
• Condemn in the strongest terms the use of torture in any circumstances, and urge China to ratify the 
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED) and the 
Convention against Torture (CAT), and revise national laws and policies to comply with these conventions. 
• Abolish and end the use of residential surveillance at a designated location, re-education camps, and all 
forms of extra-legal detention, and de facto enforced disappearance and arbitrary detention. 
• Strongly encourage the participation of Chinese civil society in preparations for human rights-related 
reporting, including the UN Universal Periodic Review process. 
• Explore new ways of supporting lawyers defending victims of FoRB violations, including exchanges and 
training, and the provision of ‘safe spaces’ for discussion online or in person. 
• When high level visits take place, ensure that China’s human rights record and specific incidents are raised 
both in public and in private, naming perpetrators where appropriate. 
• Strongly encourage the participation of Chinese civil society in preparations for human rights-related 
reporting, including the UN Universal Periodic Review process. 
• Encourage and support training for local officials and police on FoRB in international law, and urge China to 
hold to account officials whose actions are found to be in violation of the law. 
• Encourage delegations to China, including religious groups, trade delegations and other non-government 
visitors, to meet and engage with both registered and unregistered religious communities, in order to give 
legitimacy to independent religious practice, and to raise human rights and freedom of religion or belief in 
public and in private. 
 
 
 
 


